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(and their killing the Prophets unjustly,) because their many crimes and offenses against the
Prophets of Allah, for they killed many Prophets, may Allah's peace be upon them Their saying:

EE

("Cur hearts are Ghulf,") meaning, wrapped with covering, according to lbn * Abbas, Mujahid,
S id bin Jubayr, " lkrimah, As-Suddi and Qatadah. Thisis similar to the what the idolators said,
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(And they say: "Qur hearts are under coverings (screened) from that to which you invite us.")

Allah said,
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(nay, Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of their disbelief,) It is asif they had given
an excuse that their hearts do not understand what the Prophet says since their hearts are

wrapped with coverings, so they claim. Allah said that their hearts are sealed because of their
disbelief, as we mentioned before in the explanation of SQurat Al-Bagarah. Allah then said,
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(so they believe not but a little.) for their hearts became accustomed to Kufr, transgression
and weak faith.

The Evil Accusation the Jews Uttered Against Maryam and Their
Claim that They Killed " Isa

Allah said,
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(And because of their (Jews) disbelief and uttering against Maryam a grave false charge.) " Ali
bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn " Abbas stated that the Jews accused Maryam of fornication.This is
also the saying of As-Suddi, Juwaybir, Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others. This meaning is

also apparent in the Ayah, as the Jews accused Maryam and her son of grave accusations: They
accused her of fornication and claimed that " Isa was an illegitimate son. Some of them even



claimed that she was menstruating while fornicating. May Allah's continued curse be upon them
until the Day of Resurrection. The Jews also said,
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("We killed Al-Masih, " Isa, son of Maryam, the Messenger of Allah,") meaning, we killed the
person who claimed to be the Messenger of Allah. The Jews only uttered these words in jest
and mockery, just asthe polytheists said,
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(O you to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'an) has been sent down! Verily, you are a mad man!) When
Allah sent " Isa with proofs and guidance, the Jews, may Allah's curses, anger, torment and
punishment be upon them, envied him because of his prophethood and obvious miracles; curing
the blind and leprous and bringing the dead back to life, by Allah's leave. He also used to make
the shape of a bird from clay and blow in it, and it became a bird by Allah's leave and flew.
" Isa performed other miracles that Allah honored him with, yet the Jews defied and bellied
him and tried their best to harm him. Allah's Prophet " Isa could not live in any one city for long
and he had to travel often with his mother, peace be upon them. Even so, the Jews were not
satisfied, and they went to the king of Damascus at that time, a Greek polytheist who
worshipped the stars. They told him that there was a man in Bayt Al-Maqdis misguiding and
dividing the people in Jerusalem and stirring unrest among the king's subjects. The king
became angry and wrote to his deputy in Jerusalem to arrest the rebel leader, stop him from
causing unrest, crucify him and make him wear a crown of thorns. When the king's deputy in
Jerusalem received these orders, he went with some Jews to the house that " Isa was residing
in, and he was then with twelve, thirteen or seventeen of his companions. That day was a
Friday, in the evening. They surrounded " Isa in the house, and when he felt that they would
soon enter the house or that he would sooner or later have to leave it, he said to his
companions, "Who volunteersto be made to look like me, for which he will be my companion in
Paradise" A young man volunteered, but " Isa thought that he was too young. He asked the
question a second and third time, each time the young man volunteering, prompting " Isa to
say, "Well then, you will be that man." Allah made the young man look exactly like " Isa, while a
hole opened in the roof of the house, and " Isa was made to sleep and ascended to heaven
while asleep. Allah said,
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(And (remember) when Allah said: "O " Isa! | will take you and raise you to Myself.") When " Isa
ascended, those who were in the house came out. When those surrounding the house saw the
man who looked like " Isa, they thought that he was " Isa. So they took him at night, crucified
him and placed a crown of thorns on his head. The Jews then boasted that they killed " Isa and
some Christians accepted their false claim, due to their ignorance and lack of reason. As for
those who were in the house with " Isa, they witnessed his ascension to heaven, while the rest
thought that the Jews killed " Isa by crucifixion. They even said that Maryam sat under the
corpse of the crucified man and cried, and they say that the dead man spoke to her. All this
was a test from Allah for His servants out of His wisdom. Allah explained this matter in the
Glorious Qur'an which He sent to His honorable Messenger, whom He supported with miracles
and clear, unequivocal evidence. Allah is the Most Truthful, and He is the Lord of the worlds



Who knows the secrets, what the hearts conceal, the hidden mattersin heaven and earth, what
has occurred, what will occur, and what would occur if it was decreed. He said,
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(but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but it appeared as that to them,) referring to the
person whom the Jews thought was " Isa. Thisis why Allah said afterwards,
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(and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They have no (certain) knowledge, they follow

nothing but conjecture.) referring to the Jews who claimed to kill “Isa and the ignorant
Christians who believed them. Indeed they are all in confusion, misguidance and bewilderment.

Thisis why Allah said,
. Ny } :.“ P
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(For surely; they killed him not.) meaning they are not sure that " Isa was the one whom they
killed. Rather, they are in doubt and confusion over this matter.

(Teoe Al OS5 ) Alll 4=8) )

(But Allah raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful,) meaning, He is the
Almighty, and He is never weak, nor will those who seek refuge in Him ever be subjected to
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(All-Wise.) in all that He decides and ordains for His creatures. Indeed, Allah's is the clearest
wisdom, unequivocal proof and the most glorious authority. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that lbn
" Abbas said, "Just before Allah raised "Isa to the heavens, " Isa went to his companions, who
were twelve inside the house. When he arrived, his hair was dripping water and he said, ~ There
are those among you who will disbelieve in me twelve times after he had believed in me.' He
then asked, ~ Who volunteers that hisimage appear as mine, and be killed in my place. He will
be with me (in Paradise)' One of the youngest ones among them volunteered and " Isa asked him
to sit down. " Isa again asked for a volunteer, and the young man kept volunteering and " Isa
asking him to sit down. Then the young man volunteered again and " Isa said, ~ You will be that
man,' and the resemblance of " Isa was cast over that man while " Isa ascended to heaven from
a hole in the house. When the Jews came looking for "lsa, they found that young man and
crucified him. Some of " Isa's followers disbelieved in him twelve times after they had believed



in him. They then divided into three groups. One group, Al-Ya' qubiyyah (Jacobites), said,
" Allah remained with us as long as He willed and then ascended to heaven.' Another group, An-
Nasturiyyah (Nestorians), said, " The son of Allah was with us as long as he willed and Allah took
him to heaven.' Another group, Muslims, said, "~ The servant and Messenger of Allah remained
with us as long as Allah willed, and Allah then took him to Him.' The two disbelieving groups
cooperated against the Muslim group and they killed them. Ever since that happened, Islam
was then veiled until Allah sent Muhammad ." This statement has an authentic chain of
narration leading to Ibn ~ Abbas, and An-Nasa'i narrated it through Abu Kurayb who reported it
from Abu Mu” awiyah. Many among the Salaf stated that " Isa asked if someone would volunteer
for his appearance to be cast over him, and that he will be killed instead of " Isa, for which he
would be his companion in Paradise.

All Christians Will Believe in * Isa Before He Dies

age (8 4 (el YY) QIS (AT s o))
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(And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must believe in him, before his death.
And on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness against them.) Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn
" Abbas commented,
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(And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must believe in him, before his death.)
before the death of "lIsa, son of Maryam, peace be upon him. Al-" Awfi reported similar from

Ibon * Abbas. Abu Malik commented;
..O g

(but must believe in him, before his death.) "This occurs after " Isa returns and before he dies,
asthen, all of the People of the Sriptures will believe in him."

The Hadiths Regarding the Descent of " Isa Just Before the Day of
Judgement, and his Mission

In the chapter about the Prophetsin his Sahih, under, "The Descent of " Isa, Son of Maryam," Al-
Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, the son of Maryam (" Isa) will shortly descend among you as
a just ruler, and will break the cross, kill the pig and abolish the Jizyah. Then there will be an
abundance of wealth and nobody will accept charitable gifts any more. At that time, one
prostration will be better for them than this life and all that isin it.) Abu Hurayrah then said,
"Read if you will,
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(And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must believe in him, before his death.
And on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness against them.)" Muslim recorded this

Hadith. So, Allah's statement,
( .o / )

(before his death) refersto the death of " Isa, son of Maryam.

Another Hadith by Abu Hurayrah

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(" Isa will say Inlal from the mountain highway of Ar-Rawha' for Hajj, * Umrah or both.) Muslim
also recorded it. Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said,
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(" lsa, son of Maryam, will descend and will kill the pig, break the cross, lead the prayer in
congregation and give away wealth until it is no longer accepted by anyone. He will also
abolish the Jizyah and go to Ar-Rawha' from where he will go to perform Hajj, ~Umrah or
both.) Abu Hurayrah then recited,
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(And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must believe in him, before his death.)

Hanzalah said, "Abu Hurayrah added, * Will believe in " Isa before " Isa dies," but | do not know if

this was a part of the Prophet's Hadith or if it was something that Abu Hurayrah said on his
wn. " Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this Hadith.

Another Hadith

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(How will you be when Al-Masih, son of Maryam (" Isa) descends among you while your Imam is
from among yourselves) Imam Ahmad and Muslim also recorded this Hadith.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said,
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(The Prophets are paternal brothers; their mothers are different, but their religion is one. I,
more than any of mankind, have more right to " Isa, son of Maryam, for there was no Prophet
between him and I. He will descend, and if you see him, know him. He is a well-built man, (the
color of his skin) between red and white. He will descend while wearing two long, light yellow
garments. His head appears to be dripping water, even though no moisture touched it. He will
break the cross, kill the pig, and banish the Jizyah and will call the people to Islam. During his
time, Allah will destroy all religions except Islam and Allah will destroy Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal (the
False Messiah). Safety will then fill the earth, so much so that the lions will mingle with
camels, tigers with cattle and wolves with sheep. Children will play with snakes, and they will
not harm them. " Isa will remain for forty years and then will die, and Muslims will offer the
funeral prayer for him.) Abu Dawud also recorded it.

Another Hadith

In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah related to the Messenger of Allah that he said,
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(The (Last) Hour will not start until the Romans occupy Al-A" maq or Dabig. An army, comprised
of the best of the people of the earth then, will come from Al-Madinah and challenge them.

When they camp face to face, the Romans will say, " Let us fight those who captured some of
us.' The Muslims will say, “Nay! By Allah, we will never let you get to our brothers.' They will



fight them. A third of the (Muslim) army will flee in defeat, and those are the ones whom Allah
will never forgive. Another third will be killed, and those are the best martyrs before Allah.
The last third will be victorious, and this third will never be stricken with Fitnah, and they will
capture Constantinople (Istanbul). While they are dividing war booty, after hanging their
swords on olive trees, Shaytan will shout among them, saying, " Al-Masih (Ad-Dajjal) has
cornered your people'. They will leave to meet Ad-Dajjal in Ash-Sham. This will be a false
warning, and when they reach Ash-Sham, Ad-Dajjal will then appear. When the Muslims are
arranging their lines for battle and the prayer is called for, " Isa, son of Maryam, will descend
and lead them in prayer. When the enemy of Allah (the False Messiah) sees him, he will
dissolve just as salt dissolves in water, and if any of him were left, he would continue
dissolving until he died. Allah will kill him with the hand of " Isa and will show the Muslims his
blood on his spear.) Muslim recorded that ~ Abdullah bin *~ Amr said that the Messenger of Allah
said,
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(You will fight the Jews and will kill them, until the stone will say, * O Muslim! There is a Jew
here, so come and kill him.") Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of
Allah said,

A sedl osalldll Jilay s Aol 4 8 Uy
Al DA U8 palilly sl o))
A B R (5050 10 Al ALl

«2sall s (e 438 38730 )

(The Hour will not start, until after the Muslims fight the Jews and the Muslims kill them. The
Jew will hide behind a stone or tree, and the tree will say, * O Muslim! O servant of Allah! This
is a Jew behind me, come and kill him.' Except Al-Ghargad, for it is a tree of the Jews.) Muslim
bin Al-Hajjaj recorded in his Sahih that An-Nawwas bin Sam™ an said, "The Messenger of Allah ,
mentioned Ad-Dajjal one day and kept belittling him (because being blind, yet claiming to be
Allah) and speaking in grave terms about him until we thought that he was hiding in gardens of
date-trees (in Al-Madinah). When we went by the Messenger, he sensed this anxiety in us and

said,
«?;ﬁti Loy



(What isthe matter with you) We said, * O Messenger of Allah! Earlier, you mentioned Ad-Dajjal
and while belittling him you spoke gravely about him until we thought that he was hiding in
gardens of date-trees (of Al-Madinah).' He said,
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(I fear other than Ad-Dajjal for you! If he appears while | am still among you, | will be his
adversary on your behalf. If he appears while | am not among you, each one will depend on
himself and Allah will be the Helper of every Muslim after me. He is young, with very curly hair
and his eye is smashed. | thought that he looked like ~ Abdul-" Uzza bin Qatan. Whoever lives
long and meets Ad-Dajjal, then let him recite the beginnings of Surat Al-Kahf. He will appear
on a pass between Ash-Sham (Syria) and Al-" Irag. He will wreak havoc to the right and left. O
Servants of Allah! Hold fast.) We said, ~ O Messenger of Allah! How long will he stay on earth'
He said,
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(Forty days: One day as long as a year, one day as long as a month and one day as long as a
week. The rest of his days will be as long as one of your ordinary days.) We said, ~ O Messenger
of Allah! Asfor the day that islike a year, will the prayers of one day suffice for it' He said,
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(No. Count for its due measure.) We said, ~ O Messenger of Allah, how will his speed be on
earth' He said,
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(Like the storm when driven by the wind. He will come to a people and will call them (to his
worship), and they will believe in him and accept his call. He will order the sky and it will rain,
the land and it will grow (vegetation). Their cattle will return to them with their hair the
longest, their udders the fullest (with milk) and their stomachs the fattest. He will come to a
different people and will call them (to his worship), and they will reject his call. He will then
leave them. They will wake up in the morning destitute, missing all of their possessions. He will
pass by a deserted land and will say to it, "Bring out your treasures, and its treasures will
follow him just like swarms of bees. He will summon a man full of youth and will strike him
with the sword once and will cut him into two pieces (and will separate between them like) the
distance (between the hunter and) the game. He will call the dead man and he will come, and
his face will radiant with pleasure and laughter. Afterwards (while all this is happening with
Ad-Dajjal), Allah will send Al-Masih (" Isa), son of Maryam down. He will descend close to the
white minaret to the east of Damascus. He will be wearing garments lightly colored with
saffron and his hands will be placed on the wings of two angels. Whenever he lowers his head
droplets fall. Whenever he raises his head, precious stones that look like pearls fall. No
disbeliever can survive " Isa's breath, which reaches the distance of his sight. He will pursue Ad-

Dajjal and will follow him to the doors of (the Palestinian city of) Ludd where he will kill him.
A group of people who, by Allah's help, resisted and survived Ad-Dajjal, will pass by " Isa and he



will anoint their faces and inform them about their grades in Paradise. Shortly afterwards,
while this is happening with " Isa, Allah will reveal to him, " | raised a people of My creation
that no one can fight. Therefore, gather My servants to At-Tur (the mountain of Musa in Snai).’
Then, Allah will raise Gog and Magog and they will swiftly swarm from every mound. Their
front forces will reach Lake Tabariah (Sea of Galilee) and will drink all its water. The last of
their forces will say as they pass by the lake, * This lake once had water!'

Meanwhile, " Isa, Allah's Prophet, will be cornered along with his companions until the head of
a bull will be more precious to them than a hundred Dinars to you today. " Isa, Allah's Prophet,
and his companions will invoke Allah for help and Allah will send An-Naghaf (a worm) into the
necks of Gog and Magog! The morning will come, and they will all be dead as if it was the
death of one soul. Afterwards, " Isa, the Prophet of Allah, will come down with his companions
to the low grounds (from Mount At-Tur). They will find that no space of a hand-span on the
earth was free of their fat and rot (rotten corpses). "lIsa, the Prophet of Allah, and his
companions will seek Allah in supplication. Allah will send birds as large as the necks of camels.
They will carry them (the corpses of Gog and Magog) and will throw them wherever Allah wills.
Afterwards, Allah will send rain that no house made of mud or animal hair will be saved from,
and it will cleanse the earth until it is as clean as a mirror. The earth will be commanded (by
Allah), "~ Produce your fruits and regain your blessing.' Then, the group will eat from a
pomegranate and will take shelter under the shade of its skin. Milk will be blessed, so much so
that the milk-producing camel will yield large amounts that suffice for a large group of people.
Meanwhile, Allah will send a pure wind that will overcome Muslims from under their arms and
will take the soul of every believer and Muslim. Only the evildoers among people will remain.
They will indulge in shameless public sex like that of donkeys. On them, the Hour will begin.)

Imam Ahmad and the collectors of the Sunan also recorded this Hadith. We will mention this
Hadith again using the chain of narration collected by Ahmad explaining Allah's statement in
Surat Al-Anbiya’ (chapter 21),
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(Until, when Ya' juj and Ma’ juj (Gog and Magog people) are let loose (from their barrier).) In
our time, in the year seven hundred and forty-one, a white minaret was built in the Umayyad
Masjid (in Damascus) made of stone, in place of the minaret that was destroyed by a fire which
the Christians were suspected to have started. May Allah's continued curses descend on the

Christians until the Day of Resurrection. There is a strong feeling that this minaret is the one
that " Isa will descend on, according to this Hadith.

Another Hadith

Muslim recorded in his Sahih that Ya' qub bin * Asim bin *~ Urwah bin Mas' ud Ath-Thaqgafi said, "I
heard ~ Abdullah bin * Amr saying to a man who asked him, ~What is this Hadith that you are
narrating You claim that the Hour will start on such and such date.' He said, * Subhan Allah
(glory be to Allah)," or he said, " There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah.' | almost
decided to never narrate anything to anyone. | only said, "Soon, you will witness tremendous
incidents, the House (the Ka' bah) will be destroyed by fire, and such and such things will
occur." He then said, " The Messenger of Allah said,
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(Ad-Dajjal will appear in my nation and will remain for forty. (The narrator doubts whether it is
forty days, months, or years).Then, Allah will send down " Isa, son of Maryam, looking just like
“Urwah bin Mas' ud and he will seek Ad-Dajjal and will kill him. People will remain for seven
years with no enmity between any two. Allah will send a cool wind from As-Sham that will
leave no man on the face of the earth who has even the weight of an atom of good or faith, but
will capture (his soul). Even if one of you takes refuge in the middle of a mountain, it will find
him and capture (his soul). Afterwards, only the most evil people will remain. They will be as
light as birds, with the comprehension of beasts. They will not know or enjoin righteousness or
forbid or know evil. Shaytan will appear to them and will say to them, ~ Would you follow me.’
They will say, "What do you command us He will command them to worship the idols.
Meanwhile, their provision will come to them in abundance and their life will be good. Then
the Trumpet will be blown and every person who hears it, will lower one side of his head and
raise the other side (trying to hear that distant sound). The first man who will hear the
Trumpet is someone who is preparing the water pool for his camels, and he and the people will
swoon away. Allah will send down heavy rain and the bodies of people will grow with it. The
Trumpet will be blown in again and the people will be resurrected and looking all about,
staring. It will be said to them, *~ O people! Come to your Lord,’
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(But stop them, verily, they are to be questioned.)
faS e W QU Gy | ga Al 1S By
¢ . A .:5 Lof .~j :\31 - J‘ ds C)A :d&:\é
«p sy SN ;I8

(It will then be said, " Bring forth the share of the Fire." It will be asked, * How many' It will be
said, * From every one thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine.' That Day is when,)
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(the children will turn grey-headed,) and,

(3 0o L)
(The Day when the Shin shall be laid bare).)"

The Description of " Isa, upon him be Peace

As mentioned earlier, ~ Abdur-Rahman bin Adam narrated that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Prophet said,

G Fsise Ualy el sgalil, 1ila)y
ufs cu\w UL'JJ 4:\]; CUA\A/:\]‘:} '5/):4};3\

«Jh A A1 1) sy Al

(If you see "lIsa, know him. He is a well-built man, (the color of his skin) between red and
white. He will descend while wearing light yellow garments. His head looks like it is dripping
water, even though no moisture touched it.) In the Hadith that An-Nawwas bin Sam’ an
narrated,
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(He will descend close to the white minaret to the east of Damascus. He will be wearing two
garments lightly colored with saffron, having his hands on the wings of two angels. Whenever
he lowers his head, drops will fall off of it. Whenever he raises his head, precious jewels like
pearls will fall off of it. No disbeliever can survive " Isa's breath, and his breath reaches the
distance of his sight.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(He was a tall person with hair as if he was one of the men from the tribe of Shanu'ah. ) The
Prophet further said,
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("I met " Isa.' The Prophet described him saying, * He was of moderate height and was red-faced
asif he had just come out of a bathroom. | saw Ibrahim whom | resembled more than any of his
children did.") Al-Bukhari recorded that Mujahid said that Ibn *~ Umar said that the Messenger of
Allah said,
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(I saw Musa, " Isa and Ibrahim. " Isa was of red complexion and had curly hair and a broad chest.
Musa was of brown complexion and had straight hair and a tall stature, as if he was from the
people of Az-Zutt.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Ibrahim said that * Abdullah bin * Umar
said, "The Prophet once mentioned the False Messiah (Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal) to people, saying,
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(Allah is not blind in His Eye. Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal is blind in his right eye. His eye is like a
protruding grape.)" Muslim recorded that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(In adream, | was at the Ka' bah and Allah made me see a light - colored man, a color that is as
beautiful as a light - colored man could be, with combed hair that reached his shoulders. His
hair was dripping water, and he was leaning on the shoulders of two men while circling the
Ka bah. | asked, “Who is this man' | was told, " This is the Al-Masih, son of Maryam.' Behind
him, | saw a man with very curly hair who was blind in his right eye. He looked exactly as Ibn
Qatan, and he was leaning on the shoulder of a man while circling the House. | asked, “ Who is
this man' | was told, " He is Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal.") Al-Bukhari recorded that Salim said that his
father said, "No, By Allah! The Prophet did not say that " Isa was of red complexion but said,



\d;J\A\a A&l (o gl \_\\JLL;;

i\.iui:)ﬁ cQS&J&uLSJ\:@_:\ cam\
\jimv\ uxzé;“i’ uu

8 o E A el Ll e (w;
cU\w;wﬂ\ )SG Claa | UA -l c:\/\a\.L 4\..1.1.:: 4_/13./::

-

«u3==§ \L@;\ﬂmw\_\j\u)ﬂb

(While | was asleep circumambulating the Ka' bah (in my dream), | suddenly saw a man of
brown complexion and ample hair walking between two men with water dripping from his
head. | asked, “ Who is this' The people said, “He is the son of Maryam.' Then | looked behind
and | saw a red-complexioned, fat, curly-haired man, blind in the right eye, which looked like a
bulging out grape. | asked, “Who is this' They replied, " He is Ad-Dajjal.' The person he most
resembled is Ibn Qatan.)" Az-Zuhri commented that Ibn Qatan was a man from the tribe of
Khuza' ah who died during the time of Jahiliyyah. This is the wording of Al-Bukhari. Allah's
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(And on the Day of Resurrection, he (" Isa) will be a witness against them) Qatadah said, "He
will bear witness before them that he has delivered the Message from Allah and that he isbut a
servant of His." In a similar statement in the end of Surat Al-Ma'idah,
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(And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): "O " Isa, son of Maryam! Did

you say unto men...") until,
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(Almighty, the All-Wise.)
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(160. For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful for them certain good foods which
had been lawful for them and for their hindering many from Allah's way;) (161. And their
taking of Riba though they were forbidden from taking it, and their devouring men's substance
wrongfully. And We have prepared for the disbelievers among them a painful torment.) (162.
But those among them who are well-grounded in knowledge, and the believers, believe in what
has been sent down to you and what was sent down before you; and those who perform the
Salah, and give Zakah and believe in Allah and in the Last Day, it is they to whom We shall give
a great reward.)

Some Foods Were Made Unlawful for the Jews Because of their
Injustice and Wrongdoing

Allah states that because of the injustice and transgression of the Jews, demonstrated by
committing major sins, He prohibited some of the lawful, pure things which were previously
allowed for them. This prohibition could be only that of decree, meaning that Allah allowed
the Jews to falsely interpret their Book and change and alter the information about what was
allowed for them. They thus, out of exaggeration and extremism in the religion, prohibited
some things for themselves. It could also mean that in the Tawrah, Allah prohibited things that
were allowed for them before. Allah said,
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(All food was lawful to the Children of Israel, except what Israiil made unlawful for himself
before the Tawrah was revealed.) We mentioned this Ayah before, which means that all types
of food were allowed for the Children of Israel before the Tawrah was revealed, except the
camel's meat and milk that Isra'il prohibited for himself. Later, Allah prohibited many thingsin
the Tawrah. Allah said in Surat Al-An" am (chapter 6),
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(And unto those who are Jews, We forbade every (animal) with undivided hoof, and We forbade
them the fat of the ox and the sheep except what adheres to their backs or their entrails, or is
mixed up with a bone. Thus We recompensed them for their rebellion. And verily, We are
Truthful.) This means, We prohibited these things for them because they deserved it due to
their transgression, injustice, defying their Messenger and disputing with him. So Allah said;
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(For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful to them certain good foods which had
been lawful to them, and for their hindering many from Allah's way.) This Ayah states that they
hindered themselves and others from following the truth, and this is the behavior that they

brought from the past to the present. This is why they were and still are the enemies of the
Messengers, killing many of the Prophets. They also denied Muhammad and " Isa, peace be upon

(A3 1565 287 U1 aaal)

(And their taking of Riba' though they were forbidden from taking it,) Allah prohibited them
from taking Riba', yet they did so using various kinds of tricks, ploys and cons, thus devouring
people's property unjustly. Allah said,

(And We have prepared for the disbelievers among them a painful torment. ) Allah then said,
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(But those among them who are well-grounded in knowledge...) firm in the religion and full of
beneficial knowledge. We mentioned this subject when we explained Surah Al " Imran (3). The

Ayah;
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(and the believers...) refersto the well-grounded in knowledge;
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(believe in what has been sent down to you and what was sent down before you;) Ibn *~ Abbas
said, "This Ayah was revealed concerning " Abdullah bin Salam, Tha’ labah bin S8 yah, Zayd bin
S yah and Asad bin " Ubayd who embraced Islam and believed what Allah sent Muhammad

with. Allah said,
(35550 O 535l )

(and give Zakah,) This could be referring to the obligatory charity due on one's wealth and
property, or those who purify themselves, or both. Allah knows best.
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(and believe in Allah and in the Last Day,) They believe that there is no deity worthy of worship
except Allah, believe in Resurrection after death and the reward or punishment for the good or

evil deeds. Allah's statement,

(It isthey,) those whom the Ayah described above,

(Lo 5 i)

(To whom We shall give a great reward.) means Paradise.
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(163. Verily, We have sent the revelation to you as We sent the revelation to Nuh and the
Prophets after him; We (also) sent the revelation to lbrahim, Isma’il, Ishaq, Ya qub, and Al-
Asbat, (the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya' qub) " Isa, Ayyub, Yunus, Harun, and Sulayman;
and to Dawud We gave the Zabur.) (164. And Messengers We have mentioned to you before,
and Messengers We have not mentioned to you, and to Musa Allah spoke directly.) (165.
Messengers as bearers of good news and warning, in order that mankind should have no plea
against Allah after the (coming of) Messengers. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.)

Revelation Came to Prophet Muhammad , Just asit Came to the
Prophets Before Him

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Muhammad bin Abi Muhammad said that " Ikrimah, or &"id
bin Jubayr, related to lbn ~ Abbas that he said, "Sukayn and * Adi bin Zayd said, * O Muhammad!
We do not know that Allah sent down anything to any human after Musa.' Allah sent down a
rebuttal of their statement,
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(Verily, We have inspired you (O Muhammad) as We inspired Nuh and the Prophets after him.)"
Allah states that He sent down revelation to His servant and Messenger Muhammad just as He
sent down revelation to previous Prophets. Allah said,
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(Verily, We have inspired you (O Muhammad) as We inspired Nuh and the Prophets after him,)
until,

(1520 25513 Edle )

(...and to Dawud We gave the Zabur. ) The * Zabur' (Psalms) is the name of the Book revealed
to Prophet Dawud, peace be upon him.

Twenty-Five Prophets Are Mentioned in the Qur'an

Allah said,
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(And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, and Messengers We have not mentioned to
you) Before the revelation of this Ayah. The following are the names of the Prophets whom
Allah named in the Qur'an. They are: Adam, Idris, Nuh (Noah), Hud, Salih, Ibrahim (Abraham),
Lut, Isma’il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya qub (Jacob), Yusuf (Joesph), Ayyub (Job), Shu ayb,
Musa (Moses), Harun (Aaron), Yunus (Jonah), Dawud (David), Sulayman (Solomon), llyas (Hias),
Al-Yasa® (Hisha), Zakariya (Zachariya), Yahya (John) and "Isa (Jesus), and their leader,
Muhammad . Several scholars of Tafsir also listed Dhul-Kifl among the Prophets. Allah's
statement,
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(and Messengers We have not mentioned to you,) means, " there are other Prophets whom We

did not mention to you in the Qur'an.’

The Virtue of Musa

Allah said,
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(and to Musa Allah spoke directly.) This is an honor to Musa, and this is why he is called the
Kalim, he whom Allah spoke to directly. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah recorded that
" Abdul-Jabbar bin " Abdullah said, "A man came to Abu Bakr bin * Ayyash and said, " | heard a
man recite (this Ayah this way): "and to Allah, Musa spoke
directly." Abu Bakr said, ~ Only a disbeliever would recite it like this." Al-A" mash recited it with
Yahya bin Withab, who recited it with Abu * Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami who recited it with ~ Ali
bin Abi Talib who recited with the Messenger of Allah ,

(LSS (s 50 4ll) AKS)

(and to Musa Allah spoke directly.)™ Abu Bakr bin Abi Ayyash was so angry with the man who
recited the Ayah differently, because he altered its words and meanings. That person was from
the group of Mu’ tazilah who denied that Allah spoke to Musa or that He speaks to any of His
creation. We were told that some of the Mu' tazilah once recited the Ayah that way, so one
teacher present said to him, "O son of a stinking woman! What would you do concerning Allah's

statement,
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(And when Musa came at the time and place appointed by Us, and his Lord spoke to him,)
7:143 " The Shaykh meant that the later Ayah cannot be altered or changed.

The Reason Behind Sending the Prophetsis to Establish the Proof

Allah said,

(Dodie’s (O iine SUL))

(Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning,) meaning, the Prophets bring good
news to those who obey Allah and practice the good things that please Him. They also warn
against His punishment and torment for those who defy His commandments. Allah said next,
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(in order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after the Messengers. And Allah is
Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.) Allah sent down His Books and sent His Messengers with good news



and warnings. He explained what He likes and is pleased with and what He dislikes and is
displeased with. This way, no one will have an excuse with Allah. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And if We had destroyed them with a torment before this, they would surely have said: "Cur
Lord! If only You had sent us a Messenger, we should certainly have followed Your Ayat, before
we were humiliated and disgraced.") and,
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(And if (We had) not (sent you to the people of Makkah) in case a calamity should seize them
for (the deeds) that their hands have sent forth. ) It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn
Mas' ud said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(No one is more jealous than Allah. This is why He prohibited all types of sin committed in
public or secret. No one likes praise more than Allah, and this is why He has praised Himself.
No one likes to give excuse more than Allah, and this is why He sent the Prophets as bearers of
good news and as warners.) In another narration, the Prophet said,

i O ALy oyl Als 8T e

(And thisis why He sent His Messengers and revealed His Books.)
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(166. But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto you; He has sent it down
with His knowledge, and the angels bear witness. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Witness.) (167.
Verily, those who disbelieve and prevent (others) from the path of Allah; they have certainly
strayed far away.) (168. Verily, those who disbelieve and did wrong; Allah will not forgive
them, nor will He guide them to a way.) (169. Except the way of Hell, to dwell therein forever;
and this is ever easy for Allah.) (170. O mankind! Verily, there has come to you the Messenger
with the truth from your Lord. So believe in him, it is better for you. But if you disbelieve, then
certainly to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth. And Allah is Ever All-
Knowing, All-Wise.) Allah's statement

L4
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(Verily, We have inspired you...) emphasized the Prophet's prophethood and refuted the
idolators and People of the Scripture who denied him. Allah said,

(G20 U3 Ly 5 400 )



(But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto you,) meaning, even if they deny,
defy and disbelieve in you, O Muhammad, Allah testifies that you are His Messenger to whom
He sent down His Book, the Glorious Qur'an that,
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(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise,

Worthy of all praise.) Allah then said,
} /O #9
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(He has sent it down with His knowledge,) The knowledge of His that He willed His servants to
have access to. Knowledge about the clear signs of guidance and truth, what Allah likes and is
pleased with, what He dislikes and is displeased with, and knowledge of the Unseen, such as
the past and the future. This also includes knowledge about His honorable attributes that no
sent Messenger or illustrious angel can even know without Allah's leave. Smilarly, Allah said,

(And they will never compass anything of His knowledge except that which He wills.) and,
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(but they will never compass anything of His knowledge.) Allah's statement,
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(and the angels bear witness.) to the truth of what you came with and what was revealed and
sent down to you, along with Allah's testimony to the same,

(Tl 1L K)

(And Allah is All-Qufficient as a Witness.) Allah said,
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(Verily, those who disbelieve and prevent (others) from the path of Allah, they have certainly
strayed far away.) For they are disbelievers themselves and do not follow the truth. They strive
hard to prevent people from following and embracing Allah's path. Therefore, they have defied
the truth, deviated, and strayed far away from it. Allah also mentions His judgment against
those who disbelieve in His Ayat, Book and Messenger, those who wrong themselves by their
disbelief and hindering others from His path, committing sins and violating His prohibitions.

Allah states that He will not forgive them;
(tu ] o}/o/Sy/)

(nor will He guide them to a way (that is, of good).)
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(Except the way of Hell, to dwell therein forever...) and thisis the exception. Allah then said,
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(O mankind! Verily, there has come to you the Messenger with the truth from your Lord, so
believe in him, it is better for you.) This Ayah means, Muhammad has come to you with
guidance, the religion of truth and clear proof from Allah. Therefore, believe in what he has
brought you and follow him, for thisisbetter for you. Allah then said,

(Y5 iyl 8 La all (3 157,465 )

(But if you disbelieve, then certainly to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth.)
Allah is far too rich than to need you or your faith, and no harm could ever affect Him because
of your disbelief. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And Musa said: "If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich (Free

of all needs), Owner of all praise.”) Allah said here,
- R /. P
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(And Allah is Ever All-Knowing,) He knows those who deserve to be guided, and He will guide
them. He also knows those who deserve deviation, and He leads them to it,

-

(All-Wise) in His statements, actions, legislation and all that He decrees.
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(171. O People of the Sripture! Do not exceed the limits in your religion, nor say of Allah
except the truth. Al-Masih " Isa, son of Maryam, was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah and
His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from created by Him; so believe in
Allah and His Messengers. Say not: "Three!" Cease! (it is) better for you. For Allah is (the only)
One God, hallowed be He above having a son. To Him belongs all that isin the heavens and all
that isin the earth. And Allah is All-Qufficient as a Disposer of affairs.)

Prohibiting the People of the Book From Going to Extremesin
Religion
Allah forbids the People of the Sriptures from going to extremes in religion, which is a

common trait of theirs, especially among the Christians. The Christians exaggerated over " Isa
until they elevated him above the grade that Allah gave him. They elevated him from the rank



of prophethood to being a god, whom they worshipped just as they worshipped Allah. They
exaggerated even more in the case of those who they claim were his followers, claiming that
they were inspired, thus following every word they uttered whether true or false, be it
guidance or misguidance, truth or lies. Thisis why Allah said,
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(They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah.) Imam Ahmad recorded
that lbn * Abbas said that ~ Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Do not unduly praise me like the Christians exaggerated over " Isa, son of Maryam. Verily, | am
only a servant, so say, ~Allah's servant and His Messenger.") This is the wording of Al-Bukhari.
Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said that a man once said, "O Muhammad! You are
our master and the son of our master, our most righteous person and the son of our most
righteous person..." The Messenger of Allah said,
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(O people! Say what you have to say, but do not allow Shaytan to trick you. | am Muhammad
bin * Abdullah, Allah's servant and Messenger. By Allah! | do not like that you elevate me above
the rank that Allah has granted me.) Allah's statement,

(G0 Y) 4l e 15055 )

(nor say of Allah except the truth.) means, do not lie and claim that Allah has a wife or a son,
Allah is far holier than what they attribute to Him. Allah is glorified, praised, and honored in
His might, grandure and greatness, and there is no deity worthy of worship nor Lord but Him.
Allah said;
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(Al-Masih " Isa, son of Maryam, was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah and His Word, which He
bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from created by Him;) "Isa is only one of Allah's servants
and one of His creatures. Allah said to him, " Be', and he was, and He sent him as a Messenger.
“Isa was a word from Allah that He bestowed on Maryam, meaning He created him with the
word " Be' that He sent with Jibril to Maryam. Jibril blew the life of " Isa into Maryam by Allah's
leave, and "Isa came to existence as a result. This incident was in place of the normal
conception between man and woman that resultsin children. Thisis why " Isa was a word and a
Ruh (spirit) created by Allah, as he had no father to conceive him. Rather, he came to
existence through the word that Allah uttered, " Be,"' and he was, through the life that Allah
sent with Jibril. Allah said,
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(Al-Masih " lsa , son of Maryam, was no more than a Messenger; many were the Messengers
that passed away before him. His mother Maryam was a Sddigah. They both ate food.) And
Allah said,
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(Verily, the likeness of " Isa before Allah is the likeness of Adam. He created him from dust,
then (He) said to him: "Be! and he was.)
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(And she who guarded her chastity, We breathed into her (garment) and We made her and her
son "lIsa asign for all that exits.) (21:91)
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(And Maryam, the daughter of * Imran who guarded her chastity,) and Allah said concerning the
Messiah,

(ke Eaxdl 22 ) 54 1))

(He "lIsa wasnot more than a servant. We granted Our favor to him.)

The Meaning of "His Word and a spirit from Him

Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma’ mar said that Qatadah said that the Ayah,

(A% 7 575 anye I gl A4K7)

(And His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from created by Him;) means, He
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(Be) and he was. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ahmad bin Snan Al-Wasiti said that he heard
Shadh bin Yahya saying about Allah's statement,
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(and His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from created by Him;) " Isa was

not the word. Rather, ~Isa came to existence because of the word." Al-Bukhari recorded that
" Ubadah bin As-Samit said that the Prophet said,
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(If anyone testifies that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah Alone Who has no
partners, and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, and that " Isa is Allah's servant and



Messenger and His Word which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit created by Him, and that
Paradise is true and Hell is true, then Allah will admit him into Paradise with the deeds which
he performed.) In another narration, the Prophet said,

«;:\.:i': \./@_J B d; \.:afd\ 4.\:]\ a_m\ ‘ bga»

(...through any of the eight doors of Paradise he wishes.) Muslim also recorded it. Therefore,
“Ruh from Allah', in the Ayah and the Hadith is similar to Allah's statement,
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(And has subjected to you all that isin the heavens and all that isin the earth; it is all from
Him.) meaning, from His creation. ~from Him' does not mean that it is a part of Him, as the
Christians claim, may Allah's continued curses be upon them. Saying that something is from
Allah, such as the spirit of Allah, the she-camel of Allah or the House of Allah, is meant to

honor such items. Allah said,
(m\ 484 oJ_Q)

(Thisisthe she-camel of Allah...) and,
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(and sanctify My House for those who circumambulate it.) An authentic Hadith states,
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(I will enter on my Lord in His Home) All these examples are meant to honor such items when
they are attributed to Allah in this manner. Allah said,

CAPSPRMERATE

(so believe in Allah and His Messengers.) believe that Allah is One and Alone and that He does
not have a son or wife. Know and be certain that " Isa is the servant and Messenger of Allah.
Allah said after that,
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(Say not: "Three!") do not elevate " Isa and his mother to be gods with Allah. Allah is far holier
than what they attribute to Him. In Surat Al-Ma'idah (chapter 5), Allah said,
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(Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allah is the third of the three." But there is none who
has the right to be worshipped but One God.) Allah said by the end of the same Surah,
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(And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): "O " Isa, son of Maryam! Did
you say unto men: ~ Worship me"™) and in its beginning,

(/ /o
(Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the Messiah, son of Maryam.) The Christians,
may Allah curse them, have no limit to their disbelief because of their ignorance, so their
deviant statements and their misguidance grows. Some of them believe that " Isa is Allah, some
believe that he isone in a trinity and some believe that he isthe son of Allah. Their beliefs and

creeds are numerous and contradict each other, prompting some people to say that if ten
Christians meet, they would end up with eleven sects!

The Christian Sects

Sa'id bin Batrig, the Patriarch of Alexandria and a famous Christian scholar, mentioned in the
year four hundred after the Hijrah, that a Christian Council convened during the reign of
Constantine, who built the city that bears his name. In this Council, the Christians came up
with what they called the Great Trust, which in reality is the Great Treachery. There were
more than two thousand patriarchs in this Council, and they were in such disarray that they
divided into many sects, where some sects had twenty, fifty or a hundred members, etc.!
When the king saw that there were more than three hundred Patriarchs who had the same
idea, he agreed with them and adopted their creed. Constantine who was a deviant
philosopher -- gave his support to this sect for which, as an honor, churches were built and
doctrines were taught to young children, who were baptized on this creed, and books were



written about it. Meanwhile, the king oppressed all other sects. Another Council produced the
sect known as the Jacobites, while the Nestorians were formed in a third Council. These three
sects agreed that " Isa was divine, but disputed regarding the manner in which " Isa's divinity
was related to his humanity; were they in unity or did Allah incarnate in " Isal All three of these
sects accuse each other of heresy and, we believe that all three of them are disbelievers. Allah
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(Cease! (it is) better for you.) meaning, it will be better for you,
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(For Allah is (the only) One God, hallowed be He above having a son.) and He is holier than
such claim,
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(To Him belongs all that isin the heavens and all that isin the earth. And Allah is All-Qufficient
as a Disposer of affairs,) for all are creatures, property and servants under His control and
disposal, and He is the Disposer of the affairs. Therefore, how can He have a wife or a son
among them,
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(He isthe originator of the heavens and the earth. How can He have children.) and
(130 G ;.u;‘*i sl - Taly eyl 3358) JS\E})

(And they say: "The Most Gracious (Allah) has begotten a son. Indeed you have brought forth
(said) a terrible evil thing.") Up to His saying,
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(Alone.)
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(172. Al-Masih will never be too proud to be a servant of Allah, nor the angels who are the near
(to Allah). And whosoever rejects His worship and is proud, then He will gather them all
together unto Himself.) (173. So, as for those who believed and did deeds of righteousness, He
will give them their (due) rewards and more out of His bounty. But as for those who refused His
worship and were proud, He will punish them with a painful torment. And they will not find for
themselves besides Allah any protector or helper.)

The Prophets and Angels Are Never too Proud to Worship Allah

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn * Abbas said that, " proud’, means insolent. Qatadah said that,
>~ < g ~ o~ /. Pl . £ 2 e
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(Al-Masih will never be too proud to be a servant of Allah nor the angels who are near (to
Allah).) they will never be arrogant, Allah then said,
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(And whosoever rejects His worship and is proud, then He will gather them all together unto
Himself.) on the Day of Resurrection. Then, Allah will judge between them with His just
judgment that is never unjust or wrong.
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(So, asfor those who believed and did deeds of righteousness, He will give their (due) rewards,
and more out of His bounty.) Allah will award them their full rewards for their righteous
actions and will give them more of His bounty, kindness, ample mercy and favor.

(Vs Kl g 1 o) (3 t’;@)

(But as for those who refused His worship and were proud, ) out of arrogance, they refused to
obey and worship Him,
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(He will punish them with a painful torment. And they will not find for themselves besides
Allah any protector or helper.) In another Ayah, Allah said,
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(Verily! Those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter Hell in humiliation,) degradation,
disgrace and dishonor, for they were arrogant and rebellious.
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(174. O mankind! Verily, there has come to you a convincing proof from your Lord; and We sent
down to you a manifest light.) (175. So, as for those who believed in Allah and held fast to



depend on Him, He will admit them to His mercy and grace (i.e. Paradise), and guide them
to Himself by a straight path.)

The Description of the Revelation that Came From Allah

Allah informs all people that a plain, unequivocal proof has come to them from Him. One that
eradicates all possibility of having an excuse, or falling prey to evil doubts. Allah said,

4 lwc T 'g ° ° ~/~ /O #T/
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(and We sent down to you a manifest light.) that directs to the Truth. lbn Jurayj and others
said, "It isthe Qur'an."
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(So, as for those who believed in Allah and held fast to depend on Him,) by worshipping Him
and relying on Him for each and every thing. Ibn Jurayj said that this part of the Ayah means,
"They believe in Allah and hold fast to the Qur'an.”

( o, %7 8Q¥F »~-0 -~ .oﬁx,o}/»‘)
(He will admit them to His mercy and grace,) meaning, He will grant them His mercy and admit

them into Paradise, and will increase and multiply their rewards and their ranks, as a favor and
bounty from Him.

(Lol U pnm 43 )

(and guide them to Himself by a straight path.) and a clear way that has no wickedness in it or
deviation. This, indeed, is the description of the believers in this life and the Hereafter, as
they are on the straight and safe path in matters of action and creed. In the Hereafter, they
are on the straight path of Allah that leads to the gardens of Paradise.
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(176. They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: "Allah directs (thus) about Al-Kalalah. If it is a man
that dies leaving a sister, but no child, she shall have half the inheritance, and in her case he
will be her heir if she has no children. If there are two sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the
inheritance; if there are brothers and sisters, the male will have twice the share of the female.
(Thus) does Allah make clear to you (His Law) lest you go astray. And Allah is the All-Knower of
everything.")

Thisisthe Last Ayah Ever Revealed, the Ruling on Al-Kalalah

Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara' said that the last Surah to be revealed was Surah Bara'ah

(chapter 9) and the last Ayah to be revealed was,
(/ Aoy /)

(They ask you for a legal verdict...) Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin * Abdullah said, "The
Messenger of Allah came visiting me when | was so ill that | fell unconscious. He performed
ablution and poured the remaining water on me, or had it poured on me. When | regained
consciousness, | said, | will only leave inheritance through Kalalah, so what about the
inheritance that | leave behind' Allah later revealed the Ayah about Fara'id (inheritance
4:11 )."™ The Two Sahihs and also the Group recorded it. In one of the wordings, Jabir said
that the Ayah on inheritance was revealed;

(ALY 8 2} AT (8 G5 i)

(They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: "Allah directs (thus) about Al-Kalalah.) The wording of

the Ayah indicates that the question was about the Kalalah,
(o s - m\ S&)

(Say: "Allah directs (thus)...) We mentioned the meaning of Kalalah before, that it means the
crown that surrounds the head from all sides. This is why the scholars stated that Kalalah
pertains to one who dies and leaves behind neither descendants, nor ascendants. Some said
that the Kalalah pertains to one who has no offspring, asthe Ayah states,
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(If it is a man that dies, leaving no child,) The meaning and ruling of Kalalah was somewhat
confusing to the Leader of the Faithful * Umar bin Al-Khattab. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs
that ~ Umar said, "There are three matters that | wished the Messenger of Allah had explained
to us, so that we could abide by his explanation. (They are: the share in the inheritance of) the
grandfather, the Kalalah and a certain type of Riba." Imam Ahmad recorded that Ma’ dan bin
Abi Talhah said that * Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "There is nothing that | asked the Messenger of

Allah about its meaning more than the Kalalah, until he stabbed me with his finger in my chest
and said,
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(The Ayah that is in the end of Surat An-Nisa' should suffice for you.)" Ahmad mentioned this
short narration for this Hadith, Muslim recorded a longer form of it.

The Meaning of This Ayah

Allah said,
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(If it isa man that dies.) Allah said in another Ayah,
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(Everything will perish save His Face.) Therefore, everything and everyone dies and perishes
except Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. Allah said,
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(Whatsoever ison it (the earth) will perish. And the Face of your Lord full of majesty and honor
will remain forever.) Allah said here,
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(leaving no child,) referring to the person who has neither children, nor parents. What testifies
to this, isthat Allah said afterwards,
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(Leaving a sister, she shall have half the inheritance.) Had there been a surviving ascendant,
the sister would not have inherited anything, and there is a consensus on this point. Therefore,
this Ayah is referring to the man who dies leaving behind neither descendants nor ascendants,
asis apparent for those who contemplate its meaning. Thisis because when there is a surviving
parent, the sister does not inherit anything, let alone half of the inheritance. Ibn Jarir and
others mentioned that lbn ~ Abbas and Ibn Az-Zubayr used to judge that if a person dies and
leaves behind a daughter and a sister, the sister does not inherit anything. They would recite,
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(If it isa man that dies, leaving a sister, but no child, she shall have half the inheritance.) They
said that if one leaves behind a daughter, then he has left behind a child. Therefore the sister
does not get anything. The majority of scholars disagreed with them, saying the daughter gets
one half and the sister the other half, relying on other evidence. This Ayah (4:176 above) gives
the sister half of the inheritance in the case that it specifies. As for giving the sister half in
other cases, Al-Bukhari recorded that Qulayman said that Ibrahim reported to Al-Aswad that he
said, "During the time of the Messenger of Allah , Mu™ adh bin Jabal gave a judgment that the
daughter gets one half and the sister the other half." Al-Bukhari recorded that Huzayl bin
Shurahbil said, "Abu Musa Al-Ash’ ari was asked about the case when there was a daughter,
grand-daughter and sister to inherit. He said, " The daughter gets one-half and the sister one-
half.' Go and ask Ibn Mas’ ud, although | think he is going to agree with me.' S Ibn Mas' ud was
asked and was told about Abu Musa's answer, and lbn Mas ud commented, " | would have
deviated then and would not have become among those who are rightly guided. | will give a
judgment similar to the judgment given by the Prophet . The daughter gets one-half, the
grand-daughter gets one-sixth, and these two shares will add up to two-thirds. Whatever is left
will be for the sister.' We went back to Abu Musa and conveyed to him Ibn Mas' ud's answer and
he said, " Do not ask me (for legal verdicts) as long as this scholar is still among you.™ Allah

then said,
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(... and he will be her heir if she has no children.) This Ayah means, the brother inherits all of
that his sister leaves behind if she has no surviving offspring or parents. If she has a surviving

parent, her brother would not inherit anything. If there is someone who gets a fixed share in
the inheritance, such as a husband or half brother from the mother's side, they take their share



and the rest goes to the brother. It isrecorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn * Abbas said that the
Messenger of Allah said,

}Q'a;\)/ﬂ\ . ‘ Lad c\.@JAL\ um\)ﬂ\ \jsﬂ\»
« Ry day Tl

(Give the Farai'd to its people, and whatever is left is the share of the nearest male relative.)
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(If there are two sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the inheritance;) meaning, if the person
who dies in Kalalah has two sisters, they get two-thirds of the inheritance. More than two
sisters share in the two-thirds. From this Ayah, the scholars took the ruling regarding the two
daughters, or more, that they share in the two-thirds, just as the share of the sisters (two or
more) was taken from the Ayah about the daughters,
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(if (there are) only daughters, two or more, their share is two thirds of the inheritance.)
4:11 . Allah said,
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(if there are brothers and sisters, the male will have twice the share of the female.) Thisisthe
share that the male relatives (sons, grandsons, brothers) regularly get, that is, twice as much

as the female gets. Allah said,
(o sx 2 jx\ 2 9/})

((Thus) does Allah make clear to you...) His Law and set limits, clarifying His legislation,
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(Lest you go astray.) from the truth after this explanation,
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(And Allah isthe All-Knower of everything.) Allah has perfect knowledge in the consequences of
everything and in the benefit that each matter carries for His servants. He also knows what
each of the relatives deserves from the inheritance, according to the degree of relation he or
she has with the deceased. lbn Jarir recorded that Tariq bin Shihab said that ~ Umar gathered
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah once and said, "I will give a ruling concerning the
Kalalah that even women will talk about it in their bedrooms." A snake then appeared in the
house and the gathering had to disperse. * Umar commented, ~Had Allah willed this (" Umar's
verdict regarding the Kalalah) to happen, it would have happened." The chain of narration for
this story is authentic. Al-Hakim, Abu " Abdullah An-Naysaburi recorded that ~Umar bin Al-
Khattab said, " Had | asked the Messenger of Allah regarding three things, it would have been
better for me than red camels. (They are:) who should be the Khalifah after him; about a
people who said, * We agree to pay Zakah, but not to you (meaning to the Khalifah),' if we are
allowed to fight them; and about the Kalalah." Al-Hakim said, "lts chain is Sahih according to
the Two Shaykhs, and they did not recorded it." Ibn Jarir also said that it was reported that
“Umar said, "l feel shy to change a ruling that Abu Bakr issued. Abu Bakr used to say that the
Kalalah is the person who has no descendants or ascendants." Abu Bakr's saying is what the
majority of scholars among the Companions, their followers and the earlier and later Imams
agree with. This is also the ruling that the Qur'an indicates. For Allah stated that He has
explained and made plain the ruling of the Kalalah, when He said,
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((Thus) does Allah makes clear to you (His Law) lest you go astray. And Allah is the All-Knower
of everything.) And Allah knows best.

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Ma'idah
(Chapter - 5)
The Virtues of Surat Al-Ma'idah; When It was Revealed

At-Tirmidhi recorded that * Abdullah bin * Amr said, "The last Surahs to be revealed were Surat
Al-Ma'idah and Surat Al-Fath (chapter 48)." At-Tirmidhi commented, "This Hadith is Hasan,
Gharib." and it was also reported that Ion ~ Abbas said that the last Surah to be revealed was,

(S Al 7 s 1)

(When there comes the help of Allah and the Conquest,) Al-Hakim collected a narration similar
to that of At-Tirmidhi in his Mustadrak, and he said, "It is Sahih according to the criteria of the
Two Shaykhs and they did not record it." Al-Hakim narrated that Jubayr bin Nufayr said, "I
performed Hajj once and visited " Aishah and she said to me, ~ O Jubayr! Do you read (or
memorize) Al-Ma'idah ' | answered " Yes." She said, "It was the last Surah to be revealed.
Therefore, whatever permissible matters you find in it, then consider (treat) them permissible.
And whatever impermissible matters you find in it, then consider (treat) them impermissible.™



Al-Hakim said, "It is Sahih according to the criteria of the Two Shaykhs and they did not record
t. " Imam Ahmad recorded that * Abdur-Rahman bin Mahdi related that Mu” awiyah bin Salih
added this statement in the last Hadith, "l (Jubayr) also asked " Alishah about the Messenger of
Allah's conduct and she answered by saying, * The Qur'an.™ An-Nasa'i also recorded it.
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(In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.) (1. O you who believe! Fulfill (your)
obligations. Lawful to you (for food) are all the beasts of cattle except that which will be
announced to you (herein), game (also) being unlawful when you assume Ihram. Verily, Allah
commands that which He wills.) (2. O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the symbols
of Allah, nor of the Sacred Month, nor of the Hady brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands, nor
the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), seeking the bounty and good pleasure of
their Lord. But when you finish the lhram, then hunt, and let not the hatred of some people in
(once) stopping you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) lead you to transgression. Help you
one another in Al-Birr and At-Tagwa, but do not help one another in sin and transgression. And
have Tagwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is severe in punishment.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that a man
came to "~ Abdullah bin Mas ud and said to him, "Advise me." He said, "When you hear Allah's
statement,
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(O you who believe!) then pay full attention, for it is a righteous matter that He is ordaining or
an evil thing that He is forbidding." Khaythamah said, "Everything in the Qur'an that reads,
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(O you who believe!) reads in the Tawrah, ~ O you who are in need.™ Allah said,
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(Fulfill (your) obligations.) lbn * Abbas, Mujahid and others said that " obligations' here means
treaties. lbn Jarir mentioned that there is a consensus for this view. lbn Jarir also said that it
means treaties, such as the alliances that they used to conduct. " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported
that Ibn * Abbas commented:
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(O you who believe! Fulfill (your) obligations.) "Refers to the covenants, meaning, what Allah

permitted, prohibited, ordained and set limits for in the Qur'an. Therefore, do not commit
treachery or break the covenants. Allah emphasized this command when He said,
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(And those who break the covenant of Allah, after its ratification, and sever that which Allah

has commanded to be joined,) until,
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(unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell).)" Ad-Dahhak said that,

(258210 1 584])

(Fulfill your obligations.) "Refers to what Allah has permitted and what He has prohibited. Allah
has taken the covenant from those who proclaim their faith in the Prophet and the Book to
fulfill the obligations that He has ordered for them in the permissible and the impermissible."



Explaining the Lawful and the Unlawful Beasts
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(Lawful to you (for food) are all the beasts of cattle) camels, cows and sheep, as Al-Hasan,
Qatadah and several others stated. Ibn Jarir said that this Tafsir conforms to the meaning of
(" beasts of cattle') that the Arabs had. We should mention that Ibn * Umar, lbn * Abbas and
others relied on this Ayah as evidence to allow eating the meat of the fetus if it is found dead
in the belly of its slaughtered mother. There is a Hadith to the same effect collected in the
Sunan of Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and lbn Majah and narrated by Abu S3'id who said, "We
asked, ~ O Messenger of Allah! When we slaughter a camel, cow or sheep, we sometimes find a
fetusin its belly, should we discard it or eat its meat' He said,
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(Eat it if you want, because its slaughter was fulfilled when its mother was slaughtered.)" At-
Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan." Abu Dawud recorded that Jabir bin *~ Abdullah said that

the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Proper slaughter of the fetus is fulfilled with the slaughter of its mother.) Only Abu Dawud

collected this narration. Allah's statement,
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(except that which will be announced to you (herein), ) ~ Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn
" Abbas said that it refers to, "The flesh of dead animals, blood and the meat of swine."
Qatadah said, "The meat of dead animals and animals slaughtered without Allah's Name being
pronounced at the time of slaughtering.” It appears, and Allah knows best, that the Ayah refers
to Allah's other statement,
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(Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytah (the dead animals), blood, the flesh of swine, and
what has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah, and that which has been killed
by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring of horns - and that
which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal.) 5:3 , for although the animals mentioned in
this Ayah are types of permissible cattle (except for swine), they become impermissible under
the circumstances that the Ayah 5:3 specifies. Thisiswhy Allah said afterwards,
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(Unless you are able to slaughter it (before its death) and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered)

on An-Nusub (stone altars)) as the latter type is not permissible, because it can no longer be
slaughtered properly. Hence, Allah's statement,
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(Lawful to you are all the beasts of cattle except that which will be announced to you, )
means, except the specific circumstances that prohibit some of these which will be announced

(0 Ay el Jlaa i)

(game (also) being unlawful when you assume lhram.) Some scholars said that the general
meaning of " cattle' includes domesticated cattle, such as camels, cows and sheep, and wild
cattle, such as gazzelle, wild cattle and wild donkeys. Allah made the exceptions mentioned
above (dead animals blood, flesh of swine etc.), and prohibited hunting wild beasts while in
the state of Ihram. It was also reported that the meaning here is, "We have allowed for you all
types of cattle in all circumstances, except what We excluded herewith for the one hunting
game while in the state of lhram." Allah said,

(eh)

(But if one is forced by necessity, without willful disobedience, and not transgressing, then,
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) This Ayah means, "We allowed eating the meat of dead
animals, when one is forced by necessity, under the condition that one is not transgressing the
limits or overstepping them." Here, Allah states, "Just as We allowed the meat of cattle in all
conditions and circumstances, then do not hunt game when in the state of Ihram, for thisisthe
decision of Allah, Who is the Most Wise in all that He commands and forbids.” So Allah said;
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(Verily, Allah commands that which He wills.)

The Necessity of Observing the Sanctity of the Sacred Area and the
Sacred Months

Allah continues,

(400 ez a9 150 (il L)

(O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of Sha'a'ir Allah (the symbols of Allah),) lbn "~ Abbas
said, "Sha’ alir Allah means the rituals of Hajj." Mujahid said, "As-Safa and Al-Marwah, and the
sacrificial animal are the symbols of Allah." It was also stated that Sha alir Allah is what He
prohibited. Therefore, it means, do not violate what Allah prohibited. Allah said afterwards,
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(nor of the Sacred Month,) for you are required to respect and honor the Sacred Month and to

refrain from what Allah forbade during it, such as fighting. This also lays emphasis on avoiding
sins during that time. As Allah said;
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(They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Month. Say, "Fighting therein is a great
(transgression).") and,
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(Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months (in a year). ) Al-Bukhari recorded in
his Sahih that Abu Bakrah said that the Messenger of Allah said during the Farewell Hajj,
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(The division of time has returned as it was when Allah created the Heavens and the earth. The
year is twelve months, four of which are sacred: Three are in succession, (they are:) Dhul-
Qa'dah, Dhul-Hijjah and Muharram, and (the fourth is) Rajab of (the tribe of) Mudar which
comes between Jumada (Ath-Thaniyah) and Shaban.) This Hadith testifies to the continued
sanctity of these months until the end of time.

Taking the Hady to the Sacred House of Allah, Al-Ka' bah

(Ll Y5 saed) V)

(nor of the Hady brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands,) means, do not abandon the practice
of bringing the Hady (sacrificial animals) to the Sacred House, as this ritual is a form of
honoring the symbols of Allah. Do not abandon the practice of garlanding these animals on
their necks, so that they are distinguished from other cattle. This way, it will be known that
these animals are intended to be offered as Hady at the Ka bah, and thus those who might
intend some harm to them would refrain from doing so. Those who see the Hady might be
encouraged to imitate this ritual, and indeed, he who calls to a type of guidance, will earn
rewards equal to the rewards of those who follow his lead, without decrease in their own
rewards. When the Messenger of Allah intended to perform Hajj, he spent the night at Dhul-
Hulayfah, which is also called Wadi Al-" Agig. In the morning, the Prophet made rounds with his
wives, who were nine at that time, performed Ghusl (bath), applied some perfume and
performed a two Rak ah prayer. He then garlanded the Hady and announced aloud his
intention to perform Hajj and ~ Umrah. The Prophet's Hady at the time consisted of plenty of
camels, more than sixty, and they were among the best animals, the healthiest and most
physically acceptable, just as Allah's statement proclaims,
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(Thus it is, and whosoever honors the symbols of Allah, then it is truly, from the piety of the

hearts.) Muqatil bin Hayyan said that Allah's statement,



(nor the garlands) means, "Do not breach their sanctity." During the time of Jahiliyyah, the
people used to garland themselves with animal hair and pelts when they left their areas in
months other than the Sacred Months. The idolators of the Sacred House Area used to garland
themselves with the tree-stems of the Sacred Area, so that they were granted safe passage.”
This statement was collected by Ibn Abi Hatim, who also recorded that Ibn * Abbas said, "There
are two Ayat in this Surah (Al-Ma'idah) that were abrogated, the Ayah about the garlands 5:2
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n(S if they come to you (O Muhammad ), either judge between them, or turn away from
them.)"

The Necessity of Preserving the Sanctity and Safety of those who
Intend to Travel to the Sacred House
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(nor the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), seeking the bounty and good pleasure of
their Lord.) The Ayah commands: Do not fight people who are heading towards the Sacred
House of Allah, which if anyone entersit, he must be granted safe refuge. Likewise, those who
are heading towards the Sacred House seeking the bounty and good pleasure of Allah, must not
be stopped, prevented, or frightened away from entering the Sacred House. Mujahid, " Ata,
Abu Al-" Aliyah, Mutarrif bin * Abdullah, ~ Abdullah bin *Ubayd bin * Umayr, Ar-Rabi® bin Anas,
Mugatil bin Hayyan, Qatadah and several others said that,

(A (e Nzad () 2l

(seeking the bounty of their Lord.) refersto trading. A similar discussion preceded concerning
the Ayah;
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(There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord (during pilgrimage by trading).)
Allah said;
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(and pleasure. ) Ibn * Abbas said that the word " pleasure' in the Ayah refers to, "seeking Allah's
pleasure by their Hajj." " Ikrimah, As-Suddi and Ibn Jarir mentioned that this Ayah was revealed
concerning Al-Hutam bin Hind Al-Bakri, who had raided the cattle belonging to the people of
Al-Madinah. The following year, he wanted to perform ~ Umrah to the House of Allah and some
of the Companions wanted to attack him on his way to the House. Allah revealed,
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(nor the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), seeking the bounty and good pleasure of
their Lord.)

Hunting Game is Permissible After lhram Ends

Allah said,

(1 s2dalald 23l 13) )

(But when you finish the Ihram, then hunt,) When you end your |hram, it is permitted for you
to hunt game, which was prohibited for you during lhram. Although this Ayah contains a
command that takes effect after the end of a state of prohibition (during lhram in this case),
the Ayah, in fact, brings back the ruling that was previously in effect. If the previous ruling was
an obligation, the new command will uphold that obligation, and such is the case with
recommended and permissible matters. There are many Ayat that deny that the ruling in such
cases is always an obligation. Quch is also the case against those who say that it is always
merely allowed. What we mentioned here is the correct opinion that employs the available
evidence, and Allah knows best.

Justice is Always Necessary

Allah said,
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(and let not the hatred of some people in (once) stopping you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at
Makkah) lead you to transgression (and hostility on your part).) The meaning of this Ayah is
apparent, as it commands: Let not the hatred for some people, who prevented you from
reaching the Sacred House in the year of Hudaybiyyah, make you transgress Allah's Law and
commit injustice against them in retaliation. Rather, rule as Allah has commanded you, being
just with every one. We will explain a similar Ayah later on,
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(And let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just: that is nearer to
piety,) which commands: do not be driven by your hatred for some people into abandoning
justice, for justice is ordained for everyone, in all situations. lbn Abi Hatim recorded that Zayd
bin Aslam said, "The Messenger of Allah and his Companions were in the area of Al-Hudaybiyyah
when the idolators prevented them from visiting the House, and that was especially hard on
them. Later on, some idolators passed by them from the east intending to perform *~ Umrah. So
the Companions of the Prophet said, " Let us prevent those (from ~ Umrah) just as their fellow
idolators prevented us.' Thereafter, Allah sent down this Ayah." Ibn Abbas and others said that
"Shana'an” refers to enmity and hate. Allah said next,

e 1550 Y 8l Dl e 155655
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(Help you one another in Al-Birr and At-Tagwa; but do not help one another in sin and
transgression.) Allah commands His believing servants to help one another perform righteous,
good deeds, which is the meaning of "~ Al-Birr', and to avoid sins, which is the meaning of ~ At-
Tagwa'. Allah forbids His servants from helping one another in sin, " Ithm' and committing the
prohibitions. lbn Jarir said that, "lthm means abandoning what Allah has ordained, while
transgression means overstepping the limits that Allah set in your religion, along with
overstepping what Allah has ordered concerning yourselves and others." Imam Ahmad recorded
that Anas bin Malik said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Support your brother whether he was unjust or the victim of injustice.) He was asked, "O
Messenger of Allah! We know about helping him when he suffers injustice, so what about
helping him when he commitsinjustice" He said,
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(Prevent and stop him from committing injustice, and this represents giving support to him.)
Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith through Hushaym. Ahmad recorded that one of the Companions
of the Prophet narrated the Hadith,
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(The believer who mingles with people and is patient with their annoyance, earns more reward
than the believer who does not mingle with people and does not observe patience with their
annoyance.) Muslim recorded a Hadith that states,
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(He who calls to a guidance, will earn a reward similar to the rewards of those who accept his
call, until the Day of Resurrection, without decreasing their rewards. Whoever calls to a
heresy, will carry a burden similar to the burdens of those who accept his call, until the Day of
Resurrection, without decreasing their own burdens.)
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(8. Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytah (the dead animals), blood, the flesh of swine,
and that which has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for other than Allah, and that which has
been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring of horns

and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal unless you are able to slaughter it
(before its death) - and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An-Nusub (stone altars).
(Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam (arrows) (all) that is Fisq (disobedience and
sin). This day, those who disbelieved have given up all hope of your religion; so fear them not,
but fear Me. This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you,
and have chosen for you Islam as your religion. But as for him who is forced by severe hunger,
with no inclination to sin (such can eat these above mentioned animals), then surely, Allah is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.)

The Animals that are Unlawful to Eat

Allah informs His servants that He forbids consuming the mentioned types of foods, such asthe
Maytah, which is the animal that dies before being properly slaughtered or hunted. Allah
forbids this type of food due to the harm it causes, because of the blood that becomes clogged
in the veins of the dead animal. Therefore, the Maytah is harmful, religiously and physically,
and this is why Allah has prohibited it. The only exception to this ruling is fish, for fish is
allowed, even when dead, by slaughtering or otherwise. Malik in his Muwatta, also Abu Dawud,
At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah in their Sunan, Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban in their
Sahihs, all recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah was asked about

seawater. He said,
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(Its water is pure and its dead are permissible.) The same ruling applies to locusts, as proven in

a Hadith that we will mention later. Allah's statement,
(: all)” )

(blood...) This refers to flowing blood, according to Ibn * Abbas and S id bin Jubayr, and it is
similar to Allah's other statement,
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(Blood poured forth...) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn * Abbas was asked about the spleen and
he said, "Eat it." They said, "It is blood." He said, "You are only prohibited blood that was
poured forth." Abu " Abdullah, Muhammad bin Idris Ash-Shafi* i recorded that Ibn ~ Umar said
that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(We were allowed two dead animals and two (kinds of) blood. As for the two dead animals,
they are fish and locust. As for the two bloods, they are liver and spleen.) Imam Ahmad bin

Hanbal, Ibn Majah, Ad-Daraqutni and Al-Bayhagi also recorded this Hadith through * Abdur-
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam, who is a weak narrator. Allah's statement,

(sl aaT)

(the flesh of swine...) includes domesticated and wild swine, and also refers to the whole
animal, including its fat, for this is what the Arabs mean by Lahm or " flesh’. Muslim recorded
that Buraydah bin Al-Husayb Al-Aslami said that the Messenger of Allah said,

Aady o yAll

(He who plays Nardshir (a game with dice that involves gambling) is just like the one who puts
his hand in the flesh and blood of swine.) If thisisthe case with merely touching the flesh and
blood of swine, so what about eating and feeding on it This Hadith is a proof that Lahm means
the entire body of the animal, including its fat. In is recorded in the Two Sahihs that the
Messenger of Allah said,

sl Ay jeall an aha A Oy

(Allah made the trade of alcohol, dead animals, pigs and idols illegal.) The people asked, "O
Allah's Messenger! What about the fat of dead animals, for it was used for greasing the boats
and the hides; and people use it for lanterns" He said,
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(No, it isillegal.) In the Sahih of Al-Bukhari, Abu Sufyan narrated that he said to Heraclius,
Emperor of Rome, "He (Muhammad) prohibited us from eating dead animals and blood." Allah

(40l sl Ual W)

(And that which has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for other than Allah.) Therefore, the
animals on which a name other than Allah was mentioned upon slaughtering it, is
impermissible, because Allah made it necessary to mention His Glorious Name upon
slaughtering the animals, which He created. Whoever does not do so, mentioning other than
Allah's Name, such as the name of an idol, a false deity or a monument, when slaughtering, he
makes this meat unlawful, according to the consensus. Allah's statement,
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(and that which has been killed by strangling...) either intentionally or by mistake, such as
when an animal moves while restrained and dies by strangulation because of its struggling, this

animal is also unlawful to eat.
:54 &O - -
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(or by a violent blow...) This refers to the animal that is hit with a heavy object until it dies.
Ibn " Abbas and several others said it isthe animal that is hit with a staff until it dies. Qatadah
said, "The people of Jahiliyyah used to strike the animal with sticks and when it died, they
would eat it." It is recorded in the Sahih that " Adi bin Hatim said, "I asked, O Allah's
Messenger! | use the Mi" rad for hunting and catch game with it.' He replied,
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(If the game is hit by its sharp edge, eat it. But, if it is hit by its broad side, do not eat it, for it
has been beaten to death.) Therefore, the Prophet made a distinction between killing the
animal with the sharp edge of an arrow or a hunting stick, and rendered it lawful, and what is
killed by the broad side of an object, and rendered it unlawful because it was beaten to death.
There is a consensus among the scholars of Figh on this subject. rAs for the animal that falls
headlong from a high place and dies as a result, it is also prohibited. ~Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that lbn * Abbas said that an animal that dies by a headlong fall, "Is that which falls
from a mountain.” Qatadah said that it is the animal that fallsin a well. As-Quddi said that it is
the animal that falls from a mountain or in a well. As for the animal that dies by being gorged



by another animal, it is also prohibited, even if the horn opens a flesh wound and it bleeds to

death from its neck. Allah's statement,
() &1 W)

(and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal,) refers to the animal that was
attacked by a lion, leopard, tiger, wolf or dog, then the wild beast eats a part of it and it dies
because of that. This type is also prohibited, even if the animal bled to death from its neck.
There is also a consensus on this ruling. During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people used to eat
the sheep, camel, or cow that were partly eaten by a wild animal. Allah prohibited this

practice for the believers. Allah's statement,
ARG Y
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(unless you are able to slaughter it,) before it dies, due to the causes mentioned above. This
part of the Ayah is connected to,
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(and that which has been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by
the goring of horns - and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal.) * Ali bin Abi

Talhah reported that Ibn * Abbas commented on Allah's statement,
(K3 L Y)

(unless you are able to slaughter it, ) "Unless you are able to slaughter the animal in the cases
mentioned in the Ayah while it is still alive, then eat it, for it was properly slaughtered."
Smilar was reported from S id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and As-Suddi. Ibn Jarir recorded
that " Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "If you are able to slaughter the animal that has
been hit by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the gorging of horns while it still moves
afoot or aleg, then eat from its meat." Smilar was reported from Tawus, Al-Hasan, Qatadanh,
" Ubayd bin * Umayr, Ad-Dahhak and several others, that if the animal that is being slaughtered
still moves, thus demonstrating that it is still alive while slaughtering, then it is lawful. The
Two Sahihs recorded that Rafi® bin Khadij said, "l asked, ~ O Allah's Messenger! We fear that we
may meet our enemy tomorrow and we have no knives, could we slaughter the animals with
reeds' The Prophet said,
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(You can use what makes blood flow and you can eat what is slaughtered with the Name of
Allah. But do not use teeth or claws (in slaughtering). | will tell you why, asfor teeth, they are
bones, and claws are used by Ethiopians for slaughtering.)" Allah said next,
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(and that which is sacrificed on An-Nusub. ) Nusub were stone altars that were erected around
the Ka' bah, as Mujahid and Ibn Jurayj stated. Ibn Jurayj said, "There were three hundred and
sixty Nusub around the Ka' bah that the Arabs used to slaughter in front of, during the time
of Jahiliyyah. They used to sprinkle the animals that came to the Ka' bah with the blood of
slaughtered animals, whose meat they cut to pieces and placed on the altars.” Allah forbade
this practice for the believers. He also forbade them from eating the meat of animals that
were slaughtered in the vicinity of the Nusub, even if Allah's Name was mentioned on these

animals when they were slaughtered, because it is a type of Shirk that Allah and His Messenger
have forbidden.

The Prohibition of Using Al-Azlam for Decision Making

Allah said,

(2975Y0L 1 sanild 1)

((Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam) The Ayah commands, "O believers! You
are forbidden to use Al-Azlam (arrows) for decision making," which was a practice of the Arabs
during the time of Jahiliyyah. They would use three arrows, one with the word " Do’ written on
it, another that says "~ Do not', while the third does not say anything. Some of them would write
on the first arrow, ~ My Lord commanded me,' and, ~ My Lord forbade me,"' on the second arrow
and they would not write anything on the third arrow. If the blank arrow was picked, the
person would keep trying until the arrow that says do or do not was picked, and the person
would implement the command that he picked. Ibn * Abbas said that the Azlam were arrows
that they used to seek decisions through. Muhammad bin Ishaq and others said that the major
idol of the tribe of Quraysh was Hubal, which was erected on the tip of a well inside the
Ka' bah, where gifts were presented and where the treasure of the Ka bah was kept. There,
they also had seven arrows that they would use to seek a decision concerning matters of
dispute. Whatever the chosen arrow would tell them, they would abide by it! Al-Bukhari
recorded that when the Prophet entered Al-Ka' bah (after Makkah was conquered), he found
pictures of Ibrahim and Isma’ il in it holding the Azlam in their hands. The Prophet commented,
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(May Allah fight them (the idolaters)! They know that they never used the Azlam to make
decisions. ) Mujahid commented on Allah's statement,
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((Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam,) "These were arrows that the Arabs used,
and dice that the Persians and Romans used in gambling.” This statement by Mujahid, that
these arrows were used in gambling, is doubtful unless we say that they used the arrows for
gambling sometimes and for decisions other times, and Allah knows best. We should also state
that Allah mentioned Azlam and gambling in His statement before the end of the Qurah (5:90,
9),
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(O you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks), and gambling, and Al-Ansab, and
Al-Azlam are an abomination of Shaytan's handiwork. So avoid that in order that you may be
successful. Shaytan wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants
(alcoholic drinks) and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah and from the
Salah (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain) In this Ayah, Allah said,
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((Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam, (all) that is Fisg.) meaning, all these
practices constitute disobedience, sin, misguidance, ignorance and, above all, Shirk. Allah has
commanded the believers to seek decisions from Him when they want to do something, by first
worshipping Him and then asking Him for the best decision concerning the matter they seek.
Imam Ahmad, Al-Bukhari and the collectors of Qunan recorded that Jabir bin ~ Abdullah said,
"The Prophet used to teach us how to make Istikharah (asking Allah to guide one to the right
action), in all matters, as he taught us the SQurahs of the Qur'an. He said,
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(If anyone of you thinks of doing any matter, he should offer a two Rak'ah prayer, other than
the compulsory, and say (after the prayer) " O Allah! | ask guidance from Your knowledge, from
Your ability and | ask for Your great bounty, for You are capable and | am not, You know and |
do not, and You know the Unseen. O Allah! If You know that this matter (and one should
mention the matter or deed here) is good for my religion, my livelihood and the Hereafter (or
he said, “for my present and later needs) then ordain it for me, make it easy for me to have,
and then bless it for me. O Allah! And if You know that thisis harmful to me in my religion and
livelihood and for the Hereafter then keep it away from me and let me be away from it. And
ordain whatever is good for me, and make me satisfied with it.") This is the wording collected
by Ahmad, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih Gharib."

Shaytan and the Disbelievers Do Not Hope that Muslims Will Ever
Follow Them

Allah said,
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(This day, those who disbelieved have given up all hope of your religion;) "~ Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that Ibn * Abbas said that the Ayah means, "They gave up hope that Muslims would

revert to their religion." This is similar to the saying of "~ Ata' bin Abi Rabah, As-Suddi and
Mugatil bin Hayyan. This meaning is supported by a Hadith recorded in the Sahih that states,
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(Verily, Shaytan has given up hope that those who pray in the Arabian Peninsula, will worship
him. But he will still stir trouble among them.) It is also possible that the Ayah negates the
possibility that the disbelievers and Shaytan will ever be like Muslims, since Muslims have
various qualities that contradict Shirk and its people. This is why Allah commanded His
believing servants to observe patience, to be steadfast in defying and contradicting the
disbelievers, and to fear none but Allah. Allah said,
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(So fear them not, but fear Me.) meaning, ~do not fear them when you contradict them.
Rather, fear Me and | will give you victory over them, | will eradicate them, and make you
prevail over them, | will please your hearts and raise you above them in this life and the
Hereafter.'

Islam Has Been Perfected For Muslims
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(This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you, and have
chosen for you Islam as your religion.) This, indeed, is the biggest favor from Allah to this
Ummah, for He has completed their religion for them, and they, thus, do not need any other
religion or any other Prophet except Muhammad . This is why Allah made Muhammad the Final
Prophet and sent him to all humans and Jinn. Therefore, the permissible is what he allows, the
impermissible is what he prohibits, the Law is what he legislates and everything that he
conveys istrue and authentic and does not contain lies or contradictions. Allah said;

Allah said,
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(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice,) meaning, it is true in
what it conveys and just in what it commands and forbids. When Allah completed the religion
for Muslims, His favor became complete for them as well. Allah said,
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(This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you, and have
chosen for you Islam as your religion.) meaning, accept Islam for yourselves, for it is the
religion that Allah likes and which He chose for you, and it is that with which He sent the best
of the honorable Messengers and the most glorious of His Books. Ibn Jarir recorded that Harun
bin * Antarah said that his father said, "When the Ayah,

(A eilulﬁi asall)

(This day, | have perfected your religion for you...) was revealed, during the great day of Hajj
(the Day of " Arafah, the ninth day of Dhul-Hijjah) “ Umar cried. The Prophet said, * What makes
you cry' He said, * What made me cry is that our religion is being perfected for us. Now it is
perfect, nothing is perfect, but it is bound to deteriorate.’ The Prophet said,
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(You have said the truth.)" What supports the meaning of this Hadith is the authentic Hadith,
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(Islam was strange in its beginning and will return strange once more. Therefore, Tuba for the
strangers.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Tarig bin Shihab said, "A Jewish man said to “ Umar bin
Al-Khattab, * O Leader of the Believers! There is a verse in your Book, which is read by all of
you (Muslims), and had it been revealed to us, we would have taken that day (on which it was

revealed) as a day of celebration.' " Umar bin Al-Khattab asked, * Which is that verse' The Jew
replied, s
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(This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed My favor upon you...) ~Umar
replied, " By Allah! | know when and where this verse was revealed to Allah's Messenger . It was
the evening on the Day of " Arafah on a Friday.™ Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith through Al-
Hasan bin As-Sabbah from Ja' far bin ~ Awn. Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also recorded
this Hadith. In the narration collected by Al-Bukhari in the book of Tafsir, through Tarig, he
said, "The Jews said to " Umar, " By Allah! There is a verse that is read by all of you (Muslims),
and had it been revealed to us, we would have taken that day (on which it was revealed) as a
day of celebration.'” Umar said, By Allah! | know when and where this verse was revealed and
where the Messenger of Allah was at that time. It was the day of " Arafah, and | was at ~ Arafah,
by Allah." Qufyan (one of the narrators) doubted if Friday was mentioned in this narration.
Sufyan's confusion was either because he was unsure if his teacher included this statement in
the Hadith or not. Otherwise, if it was because he doubted that the particular day during the
Farewell Hajj was a Friday, it would be a mistake that could not and should not have come
from someone like Qufyan Ath-Thawri. The fact that it was a Friday, is agreed on by the
scholars of Srah and Figh. There are numerous Hadiths that support this fact that are
definitely authentic and of the Mutawatir type. This Hadith was also reported from ~ Umar
through various chains of narration.

Permitting the Dead Animals in Conditions of Necessity

Allah said,
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(But as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with no inclination to sin (such can eat these
above mentioned animals), then surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Therefore, when
one is forced to take any of the impermissible things that Allah mentioned to meet a necessity,
he is allowed and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful with him. Allah is well aware of His
servant's needs during dire straits, and He will forgive and pardon His servant in this case. In

the Musnad and the Sahih of Ibn Hibban, it is recorded that Ibn * Umar said that Messenger of
Allah said,
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(Allah likes that His Rukhsah (allowance) be used, just as He dislikes that disobedience to Him
is committed.) We should mention here that it is not necessary for one to wait three days
before eating the meat of dead animals, as many unlettered Muslims mistakenly think. Rather,
one can eat such meat when the dire need arises. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Wagid Al-
Laythi said that the Companions asked, "O Messenger of Allah! We live in a land where famine
often strikes us. Therefore, when are we allowed to eat the meat of dead animals" The Prophet
replied,
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(When you neither find food for lunch and dinner nor have any produce to eat, then eat from
it.) Only Imam Ahmad collected this narration and its chain meets the criteria of the Two

Sahihs. Allah said,
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(with no inclination to sin,) meaning, one does not incline to commit what Allah has prohibited.
Allah has allowed one when necessity arises to eat from what He otherwise prohibits, under the
condition that his heart does not incline to eat what Allah prohibited. Allah said in Surat Al-
Bagarah,
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(But if one isforced by necessity without willful disobedience nor transgressing due limits, then
there is no sin on him. Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Some scholars used this
Ayah as evidence that those who travel for the purpose of committing an act of disobedience

are not allowed to use any of the legal concessions of travel, because these concessions are not
earned through sin, and Allah knows best.
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(4. They ask you what is lawful for them. Say: "Lawful unto you are At-Tayyibat (the good
things). And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have trained as hounds,
training and teaching them (to catch) in the manner as directed to you by Allah; so eat of what
they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of Allah over it, and have Taqwa of Allah. Verily,
Allah is swift in reckoning.")



Clarifying the Lawful

In the previous Ayah Allah mentioned the prohibited types of food, the impure and unclean
things, harmful for those who eat them, either to their bodies, religion or both, except out of
necessity,
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(while He has explained to you in detail what is forbidden to you, except under compulsion of
necessity) After that, Allah said,
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(They ask you what is lawful for them. Say, "Lawful unto you are At-Tayyibat...") In Surat Al-
A’ raf Allah describes Muhammad allowing the good things and prohibiting the filthy things.
Mugatil said, "At-Tayyibat includes everything Muslims are allowed and the various types of
legally earned provision." Az-Zuhri was once asked about drinking urine for medicinal purposes
and he said that it is not a type of Tayyibat." lbn Abi Hatim also narrated this statement. Using
Jawarih to Hunt Game is Permissible Allah said,
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(And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have trained as hounds...) That is,
lawful for you are the animals slaughtered in Allah's Name, and the good things for sustenance

The game you catch with the Jawarih are also lawful for you. This refersto trained dogs and
falcons, as is the opinion of the majority of the Companions, their followers, and the Imams.
" Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn " Abbas said that,
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(And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have trained as hounds...) refers to
trained hunting dogs, falcons and all types of birds and beasts that are tramed to hunt,
including dogs, wild cats, falcons, and so forth. Ibn Abi Hatim collected this and said, "Smilar
was reported from Khaythamah, Tawus, Mujahid, Makhul and Yahya bin Abi Kathir." lbn Jarir
recorded that Ibn * Umar said, "You are permitted the animal that the trained birds, such as
falcons, hunt for you if you catch it (before it eats from it). Otherwise, do not eat from it." |
say, the majority of scholars say that hunting with trained birds is just like hunting with trained
dogs, because bird's of prey catch the game with their claws, just like dogs. Therefore, there is
no difference between the two. Ibn Jarir recorded that * Adi bin Hatim said that he asked the
Messenger of Allah about the game that the falcon hunts and the Messenger said,
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(Whatever it catches for you, eat from it.) These carnivores that are trained to catch game are
called Jawarih in Arabic, a word that is derived from Jarh, meaning, what one earns. The Arabs
would say, "So-and-so has Jaraha something good for his family," meaning, he has earned them
something good. The Arabs would say, "So-and-so does not have a Jarih for him," meaning, a

caretaker. Allah also said,
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(And He knows what you have done during the day...) meaning, the good or evil you have
earned or committed. Allah's statement,
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(trained as hounds,) those Jawarih that have been trained to hunt as hounds with their claws or
talons. Therefore, if the game is killed by the weight of its blow, not with its claws, then we
are not allowed to eat from the game. Allah said,
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(training them in the manner as directed to you by Allah, ) as when the beast is sent, it goes
after the game, and when it catchesit, it keeps it until its owner arrives and does not catch it
to eat it itself. Thisis why Allah said here,
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(so eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of Allah over it,) When the beast is
trained, and it catches the game for its owner who mentioned Allah's Name when he sent the
beast after the game, then this game is allowed according to the consensus of scholars, even if
it was killed. There are Hadiths in the Sunnah that support this statement. The Two Sahihs
recorded that ~Adi bin Hatim said, "l said, O Allah's Messenger! | send hunting dogs and
mention Allah's Name.' He replied,
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(If, with mentioning Allah's Name, you let loose your tamed dog after a game and it catchesit,
you may eat what it catches.) | said, “ Even if it kills the game' He replied,
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(Even if it kills the game, unless another dog joins the hunt, for you mentioned Allah's Name
when sending your dog, but not the other dog.) | said, " | also use the Mi" rad and catch game
with it." He replied,
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(If the game is hit by its sharp edge, eat it, but if it is hit by its broad side, do not eat it, for it
has been beaten to death.) In another narration, the Prophet said,

EINA R I al N3 LK L 1A )5

J3 98 AT ] \jc}”\ﬁ\f;c\js G (ah
(8D ) 3] (8 (A 43, (G V‘]’

(If you send your hunting dog, then mention Allah's Name and whatever it catches for you and
you find alive, slaughter it. If you catch the game dead and the dog did not eat from it, then
eat from it, for the dog has caused its slaughter to be fulfilled.) In yet another narration of two
Sahihs, the Prophet said,
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(If the dog eats from the game, do not eat from it for | fear that it has caught it as prey for
itself.)

Mention Allah's Name Upon Sending the Predatorsto Catch the
Game

Allah said,
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(so eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of Allah over it,) meaning, upon
sending it. The Prophet said to * Adi bin Hatim,

I AN IS PR AA R RCA g KN
«lle Ll G Ka

(When you send your trained dog and mention Allah's Name, eat from what it catches for you.)
It isrecorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Tha' labah related that the Prophet said,
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(If you send your hunting dog, mention Allah's Name over it. If you shoot an arrow, mention
Allah's Name over it.) ~ Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn * Abbas commented,
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(but pronounce the Name of Allah over it,) "When you send a beast of prey, say, " In the Name
of Allah!" If you forget, then there is no harm." It was also reported that this Ayah commands
mentioning Allah's Name upon eating. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of
Allah taught his stepson * Umar bin Abu Salamah saying,
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(Mention Allah's Name, eat with your right hand and eat from the part of the plate that isin
front of you.) Al-Bukhari recorded that " Alishah said, "They asked, * O Allah's Messenger! Some
people, - recently converted from disbelief - bring us some meats that we do not know if
Allah's Name was mentioned over or not.' He replied,
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(Mention Allah's Name on it and eat fromit.)"
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(5. Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat. The food of the People of the Scripture is
lawful to you, and your food is lawful to them. (Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women
from the believers and chaste women from those who were given the Scripture before your
time when you have given them their due, desiring chastity, not illegal sexual intercourse, nor
taking them as girlfriends (or lovers). And whosoever rejects faith, then fruitless is his work;
and in the Hereafter he will be among the losers.)

Permitting the Saughtered Animals of the People of the Book

After Allah mentioned the filthy things that He prohibited for His believing servants and the
good things that He allowed for them, He said next,
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(Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat.) Allah then mentioned the ruling concerning the
slaughtered animals of the People of the Book, the Jews and Christians,

(381 Oa iU 158 5 dl) Alaa)

(The food of the People of the Sripture is lawful to you..) meaning, their slaughtered animals,
as Ibn " Abbas, Abu Umamah, Mujahid, S id bin Jubayr, " Ikrimah, " Ata', Al-Hasan, Makhul,
Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, As-Suddi and Muqgatil bin Hayyan stated. This ruling, that the slaughtered
animals of the People of the Book are permissible for Muslims, is agreed on by the scholars,
because the People of the Book believe that slaughtering for other than Allah is prohibited.
They mention Allah's Name upon slaughtering their animals, even though they have deviant
beliefs about Allah that do not befit His majesty. It is recorded in the Sahih that ~ Abdullah bin
Mughaffal said, "While we were attacking the fort of Khaybar, a person threw a leather bag
containing fat, and | ran to take it and said, " | will not give anyone anything from this



container today.' But when | turned | saw the Prophet (standing behind) while smiling." The
scholars rely on this Hadith as evidence that we are allowed to eat what we need of foods from
the booty before it is divided. The scholars of the Hanafi, the Shafi’ i and the Hanbali Madhhabs
rely on this Hadith to allow eating parts of the slaughtered animals of the Jews that they
prohibit for themselves, such as the fat. They used this Hadith as evidence against the scholars
of the Maliki Madhhab who disagreed with this ruling. A better proof is the Hadith recorded in
the Sahih that the people of Khaybar gave the Prophet a gift of a roasted leg of sheep, which
they poisoned. The Prophet used to like eating the leg of the sheep and he took a bite from it,
but it told the Prophet that it was poisoned, so he discarded that bite. The bite that the
Prophet took effected the palate of his mouth, while Bishr bin Al-Bara' bin Ma' rur died from
eating from that sheep. The Prophet had the Jewish woman, Zaynab, who poisoned the sheep,
killed. Therefore, the Prophet and his Companions wanted to eat from that sheep and did not
ask the Jews if they removed what the Jews believed was prohibited for them, such as its fat.

Allah's statement,
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(and your food is lawful to them.) means, you are allowed to feed them from your slaughtered
animals. Therefore, this part of the Ayah is not to inform the People of the Sriptures that they
are allowed to eat our food -- unless we consider it information for us about the ruling that
they have -- i. e, that they are allowed all types of foods over which Allah's Name was
mentioned, whether slaughtered according to their religion or otherwise. The first explanation
is more plausible. S it means: you are allowed to feed them from your slaughtered animals
just as you are allowed to eat from theirs, as equal compensation and fair treatment. The
Prophet gave his robe to * Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul, who was wrapped with it when he died.
They say that he did that because * Abdullah had given his robe to Al-" Abbas when Al-" Abbas
came to Al-Madinah. As for the Hadith,
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(Do not befriend but a believer, nor should other than a Taqi (pious person) eat your food.),
This isto encourage such behavior, and Allah knows best.

The Permission to Marry Chaste Women From the People of the
Scriptures

Allah said,
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((Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the believers) The Ayah states: you are
allowed to marry free, chaste believing women. This Ayah is talking about women who do not
commit fornication, as evident by the word " chaste'. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(Desiring chastity not committing illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking them as boyfriends
(lovers).) 4:25 " Abdullah Ibn “Umar used to advise against marrying Christian women saying,
"I do not know of a worse case of Shirk than her saying that " Isa is her lord, while Allah said,
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(And do not marry idolatresses till they believe.)" Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Malik Al-
Ghifari said that lon ™ Abbas said that when this Ayah was revealed,
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(And do not marry idolatresses till they believe,) the people did not marry the pagan women.
When the following Ayah was revealed,
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((Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the believers and chaste women from
those who were given the Scripture before your time) they married women from the People of
the Book. " Some of the Companions married Christian women and did not see any problem in
this, relying on the honorable Ayah,
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((Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from those who were given the Scripture before
your time) Therefore, they made this Ayah an exception to the Ayah in Surat Al-Bagarah,
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(And do not marry the idolatresses till they believe,) considering the latter Ayah to include the
People of the Book in its general meaning. Otherwise, there is no contradiction here, since the
People of the Book were mentioned alone when mentioning the rest of the idolators. Allah
said,
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(Those who disbelieve from among the People of the Scripture and the idolators, were not
going to leave (their disbelief) until there came to them clear evidence.) and,
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(And say to those who were given the Scripture and to those who are illiterates: "Do you (also)
submit yourselves" If they do, they are rightly guided.) Allah said next,
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(When you have given them their due), This refers to the Mahr, so just as these women are
chaste and honorable, then give them their Mahr with a good heart. We should mention here
that Jabir bin ~ Abdullah, ~ Amir Ash-Sha’ bi, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i and Al-Hasan Al-Basri stated
that when a man marries a woman and she commits illegal sexual intercourse before the
marriage is consummated, the marriage is annulled. In this case, she gives back the Mahr that
he paid her. Allah said,
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(Desiring chastity, not illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking them as girl-friends (or lovers).)

And just as women must be chaste and avoid illegal sexual activity, such isthe case with men,
who must also be chaste and honorable. Therefore, Allah said,
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(...not illegal sexual intercourse’) as adulterous people do, those who do not avoid sin, nor
reject adultery with whomever offersit to them.

(nor taking them as girl-friends (or lovers),) meaning those who have mistresses and girlfriends
who commit illegal sexual intercourse with them, as we mentioned in the explanation of Surat
An-Nisa'.
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(6. O you who believe! When you stand (intend) to offer the Salah (the prayer), then wash your
faces and your hands (forearms) up to the elbows, rub (by passing wet hands over) your heads,
and (wash) your feet up to the ankles. If you are in a state of Janaba, purify yourselves (bathe
your whole body). But if you are ill or on a journey or any of you comes from the Gha'it (toilet)
or you have touched women and you find no water, then perform Tayammum with clean earth
and rub therewith your faces and hands. Allah does not want to place you in difficulty, but He
wants to purify you, and to complete His Favor to you that you may be thankful.)

The Order to PerformWud ®363

Allah said,
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(When you stand for (intend to offer) the Salah,) Allah commanded performing Wudu' for the
prayer. Thisis a command of obligation in the case of impurity, and in the case of purity, it is
merely a recommendation. It was said that in the beginning of Islam, Muslims had to perform
Wudu' for every prayer, but later on, this ruling was abrogated. Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal
recorded that Qulayman bin Buraydah said that his father said, "The Prophet used to perform
Wudu' before every prayer. On the Day of Victory, he performed Wudu' and wiped on his Khuffs
and prayed the five prayers with one Wudu'. * Umar said to him, ~ O Messenger of Allah! You did
something new that you never did before.' The Prophet said,
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(" 1did that intentionally O Umar!)™ Muslim and the collectors of the Sunan also recorded this
Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said,"Hasan Sahih." Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Fadl bin Al-Mubashshir said, "I
saw Jabir bin * Abdullah perform several prayers with only one Wudu'. When he would answer
the call of nature, he performed Wudu' and wiped the top of his Khuffs with his wet hand. |
said, O Abu " Abdullah! Do you do this according to your own opinion' He said, ~ Rather, | saw
the Prophet do the same thing. So, | do what | saw the Messenger of Allah doing.™ Ibn Majah
also recorded this Hadith. Ahmad recorded that " Ubaydullah bin * Abdullah bin * Umar was
asked; "Did you see " Abdullah bin * Umar perform Wudu' for every prayer, whether he was in a
state of purity or not," S he replied, "Asma' bint Zayd bin Al-Khattab told him that ~ Abdullah
bin Hanzalah bin Abi " Amir Al-Ghasil told her that the Messenger of Allah was earlier
commanded to perform Wudu' for every prayer, whether he needed it or not. When that
became hard on him, he was commanded to use Swak for every prayer, and to perform Wudu'
when Hadath (impurity) occurs. " Abdullah (lbn ~ Umar) thought that he was able to do that
(perform Wudu' for every prayer) and he kept doing that until he died." Abu Dawud also
collected this narration. This practice by lbn " Umar demonstrates that it is encouraged, not
obligatory, to perform Wudu' for every prayer, and this is also the opinion of the majority of
scholars. Abu Dawud recorded that * Abdullah bin * Abbas said that when the Messenger of Allah
once left the area where he answered the call of nature, he was brought something to eat.
They said, "Should we bring you your water for Wudu" He said,
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(I was commanded to perform Wudu' when | stand up for prayer.) At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also
recorded this Hadith and At-Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan." Muslim recorded that lbn
" Abbas said, "We were with the Prophet when he went to answer the call of nature and when
he came back, he was brought some food. He was asked, * O Messenger of Allah! Do you want

to perform Wudu" He said,
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(" Why Am | about to pray so that | have to make Wudu'.)™

The Intention and Mentioning Allah's Name for Wud ®363

(252 a5 1 5L 1)

(then wash your faces...) The obligation for the intention before Wudu' is proven by this Ayah;
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Allah said;



(When you stand (intend) to offer the Salah then wash your faces...) This is because it is just
like the Arabs saying; "When you see the leader, then stand."” Meaning stand for him. And the
Two Sahihs recorded the Hadith,
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(Actions are judged by their intentions, and each person will earn what he intended.) It is also
recommended before washing the face that one mentions Allah's Name for the Wudu'. A Hadith
that was narrated by several Companions states that the Prophet said, n
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(There is no Wudu' for he who does not mention Allah's Name over it.) It is also recommended
that one washes his hands before he puts his hands in the vessel of water, especially after one

wakes up from sleep, for the Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of
Allah said,
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(If one of you wakes up from his sleep, let him not put his hand in the pot until he washes it
thrice, for one of you does not know where his hand spent the night.) The face according to the
scholars of Figh starts where the hair line on the head starts, regardless of one's lack or
abundance of hair, until the end of the cheeks and chin, and from ear to ear.

Passing the Fingers through the Beard While Performing Wud ®363

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Wa'il said, "l saw " Uthman when he was performing Wudu'...
When he washed his face, he passed his fingers through his beard three times. He said, " | saw
the Messenger of Allah do what you saw me doing.™ At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also recorded
this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said "Hasan Sahih." while Al-Bukhari graded it Hasan.

How to Perform Wud ®363

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn * Abbas once performed Wudu' and took a handful of water and
rinsed his mouth and nose with it. He took another handful of water and joined both hands and
washed his face. He took another handful of water and washed his right hand, and another



handful and washed his left hand with it. He next wiped his head. Next, he took a handful of
water and sprinkled it on his right foot and washed it and took another handful of water and
washed his left foot. When he finished, he said, "This is how | saw the Messenger of Allah
(performing Wudu')." Al-Bukhari also recorded it. Allah said,
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(and your hands (forearms) up to (lla) the elbows...) meaning, including the elbows. Allah said
in another Ayah usinglla ,
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(And devour not their substance to (lla) your substance (by adding or including it in your
property). Surely, thisis a great sin.) It is recommended that those who perform Wudu' should
wash a part of the upper arm with the elbow. Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(On the Day of Resurrection, my Ummah will be called "those with the radiant appendages
because of the traces of Wudu'. Therefore, whoever can increase the area of his radiance
should do so.) Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "I heard my intimate friend (the
Messenger ) saying,
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(The radiance of the believer reaches the areas that the water of (his) Wudu' reaches.)" Allah
said next,
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(Rub your heads.) It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Malik bin * Amr bin Yahya Al-Mazini said

that his father said that a man said to * Abdullah bin Zayd bin * Asim, the grandfather of * Amr
bin Yahya and one of the Companions of the Messenger , "Can you show me how the Messenger



of Allah used to perform Wudu™ " Abdullah bin Zayd said, "Yes." He then asked for a pot of
water. He poured from it on his hands and washed them twice, then he rinsed his mouth and
washed his nose with water thrice by putting water in it and blowing it out . He washed his
face thrice and after that he washed his forearms up to the elbows twice. He then passed his
wet hands over his head from its front to its back and vice versa, beginning from the front and
taking them to the back of his head up to the nape of the neck and then brought them to the
front again from where he had started. He next washed his feet. A similar description of the
Wudu' of the Messenger of Allah was performed by "Ali in the Hadith by ~ Abdu Khayr. Abu
Dawud recorded that Mu™ awiyah and Al-Migdad bin Ma" dikarib narrated similar descriptions of
the Wudu' of the Messenger of Allah . These Hadiths indicate that it is necessary to wipe the
entire head. " Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Humran bin Aban said, "l saw " Uthman bin * Affan
performing Wudu', and he poured water over his hands and washed them thrice, and then
rinsed his mouth and washed his nose by putting water in it, and then blowing it out . Then he
washed his face thrice, and then his right forearm up to the elbows thrice, and washed the left
forearm thrice. Then he passed his wet hands over his head, then he washed his right foot
thrice, and next his left foot thrice. After that *Uthman said, " | saw the Prophet performing
Wudu' like this, and said,
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(If anyone performs Wudu' like that of mine and offers a two-Rak™ ah prayer during which he
does not think of anything else, then his past sins will be forgiven.)™ Al-Bukhari and Muslim also

recorded this Hadith in the Two Sahihs. In his Qunan, Abu Dawud also recorded it from
“Uthman, under the description of Wudu', and in it, that he wiped his head one time.

The Necessity of Washing the Feet

Allah said,
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(and your feet up to ankles.) lbn Abi Hatim recorded that lbn "~ Abbas stated that the Ayah
refers to washing (the feet). "Abdullah bin Mas ud, " Urwah, "Ata’, °lkrimah, Al-Hasan,
Mujahid, Ibrahim, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, Mugatil bin Hayyan, Az-Zuhri and lbrahim At-Taymi

said similarly. This clearly indicates the necessity of washing the feet, just as the Salaf have
said, and not only wiping over the top of the bare foot.

The Hadiths that Indicate the Necessity of Washing the Feet



We mentioned the Hadiths by the two Leaders of the Faithful, * Uthman and " Ali, and also by
Ibn * Abbas, Mu™ awiyah, ~ Abdullah bin Zayd bin *~ Asim and Al-Migdad bin Ma" dikarib, that the
Messenger of Allah washed his feet for Wudu', either once, twice or thrice. It isrecorded in the
Two Sahihs that ~ Abdullah bin * Amr said, "The Messenger of Allah was once late during a trip
we were taking, and he caught up with us when the time remaining for the "~ Asr prayer was
short. We were still performing Wudu' (in a rush) and we were wiping our feet. He shouted at
the top of his voice,
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(Perform Wudu' thoroughly. Save your heels from the Fire.)" The same narration was also
collected in the Two Sahihs from Abu Hurayrah. Muslim recorded that ~ Aishah said that the
Prophet said,
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(Perform Wudu' thoroughly. Save your heels from the Fire.) * Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Jaz' said
that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying,
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(Save your heels and the bottom of the feet from the Fire. ) It was recorded by Al-Bayhagi and
Al-Hakim, and this chain is Sahih. Muslim recorded that * Umar bin Al-Khattab said that a man
once performed Wudu' and left a dry spot the size of a fingernail on his foot. The Prophet saw
that and he said to him,
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(Go back and perform proper Wudu'.) Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhagi also recorded that Anas bin

Malik said that a man came to the Prophet , after he performed Wudu' and left a dry spot the
size of a fingernail on his foot. The Messenger of Allah said to him,
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(Go back and perform proper Wudu'.) Imam Ahmad recorded that some of the wives of the
Prophet said that the Prophet saw a man praying, but noticed a dry spot on his foot, the size of
a Dirham. The Messenger of Allah ordered that man to perform Wudu' again. This Hadith was
also collected by Abu Dawud from Bagiyyah, who added in his narration, "And (the Prophet

ordered him) to repeat the prayer." This Hadith has a strong, reasonably good chain of
narrators. Allah knows best.



The Necessity of Washing Between the Fingers

In the Hadith that Humran narrated, "~ Uthman washed between his fingers when he was
describing the Wudu' of the Prophet . The collectors of the Sunan recorded that Lagit bin
Sabrah said, "l said, * O Messenger of Allah! Tell me about Wudu'.' The Messenger replied,
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(Perform Wudu' thoroughly, wash between the fingers and exaggerate in rinsing your nose,
unless you are fasting.)"

Wiping Over the Khuffsis an Established Sunnah

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Aws bin Abi Aws said, "I saw the Messenger of Allah
perform Wudu' and wipe over his Khuffs. He then stood up for prayer." Abu Dawud recorded
this Hadith by Aws bin Abi Aws, who said in this narration, "l saw the Messenger of Allah , after
he answered the call of nature, perform Wudu' and wipe over his Khuffs and feet." Imam
Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin * Abdullah Al-Bajali said, "l embraced Islam after Surat Al-Ma'idah
was revealed and | saw the Messenger of Allah wipe after | became Muslim." It is recorded in
the Two Sahihs that Hammam said, "Jarir answered the call of nature and then performed
Wudu' and wiped over his Khuffs. He was asked, "Do you do this' He said, " Yes. | saw the
Messenger of Allah , after he answered the call of nature, perform Wudu' and wipe on his
Khuffs." AI-A"’mash commented that Ibrahim said, "They liked this Hadith because Jarir
embraced Islam after Surat Al-Ma'idah was revealed." This is the wording collected by Muslim.
The subject of the Messenger of Allah wiping over his Khuffs, instead of washing the feet, if he
had worn his Khuffs while having Wudu', reaches the Mutawatir grade of narration, and they
describe this practice by his words and actions.

Performing Tayammum with Clean earth When There is no Water
and When One islil
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(But if you are ill or on a journey or any of you comes from the Ghalit (toilet), or you have
touched women and you find no water, then perform Tayammum with clean earth and rub
therewith your faces and hands.) We discussed all of thisin Surat An-Nisa', and thus we do not
need to repeat it here. We also mentioned the reason behind revealing this Ayah. Yet, Al-
Bukhari mentioned an honorable Hadith here specifically about the Tafsir of this noble Ayah.
He recorded that " Alishah said, "Upon returning to Al-Madinah, a necklace of mine was broken
(and lost) in Al-Bayda' area. Allah's Messenger stayed there and went to sleep with his head on
my lap. Abu Bakr (" Alishah's father) came and hit me on my flank with his hand saying, * You
have detained the people because of a necklace' So | wished | were dead because (I could not
move) the Messenger was sleeping on my lap and because of the pain Abu Bakr caused me.
Allah's Messenger got up when dawn broke and there was no water. So Allah revealed,
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(O you who believe! When you stand (intend) to offer As-Salah (the prayer), then wash your

faces) iuntil the end of the Ayah. Usayd bin Al-Hudayr said, ~ O the family of Abu Bakr! Allah
has blessed the people because of you. Therefore, you are only a blessing for the people.” Allah

said,
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(Allah does not want to place you in difficulty,) Thisis why He made things easy and lenient for
you. This is why He allowed you to use Tayammum when you are ill and when you do not find
water, to make things comfortable for you and as mercy for you. Allah made Tayammum in
place of Wudu', and Allah made it the same as ablution with water for the one who it is
legitimate for, except for certain things, as we mentioned before. For example; Tayammum
only involves one strike with the hand on the sand and wiping the face and hands. Allah said,
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(but He wants to purify you, and to complete His favor on you that you may be thankful.) for
His bounties on you, such as His easy, kind, merciful, comfortable and lenient legislation.

Supplicating to Allah after Wud ®363

The Qunnah encourages supplicating to Allah after Wudu' and states that those who do so are
among those who seek to purify themselves, as the Ayah above states. Imam Ahmad, Muslim
and the collectors of Sunan narrated that * Ugbah bin * Amir said, "We were on watch, guarding



camels, and when my turn to guard came, | took the camels back at night. | found that the
Messenger of Allah was giving a speech to the people. | heard these words from that speech:
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(Any Muslim who performs Wudu' properly, then stands up and prays a two Rak'ah prayer with
full attention in his heart and face, will earn Paradise.) | said, * What a good statement this is!'
A person who was close by said, " The statement he said before it is even better.” When |
looked, | found that it was ™ Umar, who said, " | saw that you just came. The Prophet said,

° £

Gyl alid Lol ol be A Ly
Ty a0 AU A D sl
AR Ll gl AT Lad )l gl 2312-_ I e

«eG @l e JAY Gl

(When any of you performs Wudu' properly and says, " | bear witness that there is no deity
worthy of worship except Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger', the eight
doors of Paradise will be opened for him so that he can enter from any door he wishes.)" This is
the wording collected by Muslim.

The Virtue of Wud ®363

Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(When the Muslim or the believing servant performs Wudu' and washes his face, every sin that
he looked at with his eyes will depart from his face with the water, or with the last drop of
water. When he washes his hands, every sin that his hands committed will depart from his
hands with the water, or with the last drop of water. When he washes his feet, every sin to
which his feet took him will depart with the water, or with the last drop of water. Until, he
ends up sinless.) Muslim also recorded it. Muslim recorded that Abu Malik Al-Ash’ ari said that
the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Purity is half of faith and Al-Hamdu Lillah (all the thanks are due to Allah) fills the Mizan (the
Scale). And Subhan Allah and Allahu Akbar (all praise is due to Allah, and Allah is the Most
Great) fills what is between the heaven and earth. As-Sawm (the fast) is a Junnah (a shield),
Sabr (patience) is a light, Sadagah (charity) is evidence (of faith) and the Qur'an is proof for, or
against you. Every person goes out in the morning and ends up selling himself, he either frees
his soul or destroysit.) Muslim recorded that Ibn * Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Allah does not accept charity from one who commits Ghulul, or prayer without purity.)
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(7. And remember Allah's favor to you and His covenant with which He bound you when you
said: "We hear and we obey." And have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Knower of that which
isin the breasts.) (8. O you who believe! Sand out firmly for Allah as just witnesses; and let
not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just, that is nearer to Tagwa;
and have Tagwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Well-Acquainted with what you do.) (9. Allah has
promised those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, that for them there is forgiveness
and a great reward (i.e. Paradise).) (10. And they who disbelieve and deny Our Ayat are those
who will be the dwellers of the Hell-fire.) (11. O you who believe! Remember the favor of Allah
unto you when some people desired (made a plan) to stretch out their hands against you, but
(Allah) held back their hands from you. So have Tagwa of Allah. And in Allah let the believers
put their trust.)

Reminding the Believers of the Bounty of the Message and Islam



Allah reminds His believing servants of His bounty by legislating this glorious religion and
sending them this honorable Messenger. He also reminds them of the covenant and pledges
that He took from them to follow the Messenger , support and aid him, implement his Law and
convey it on his behalf, while accepting it themselves. Allah said,
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(And remember Allah's favor upon you and His covenant with which He bound you when you
said, "We hear and we obey.") This is the pledge that they used to give to the Messenger of
Allah when they embraced Islam. They used to say, "We gave our pledge of obedience to the
Messenger of Allah to hear and obey, in times when we are active and otherwise, even if we
were passed on for rights, and not to dispute leadership with its rightful people." Allah also
said,

Sey Jou iy ally UJ-M;J ¥ &1 )
e 2 B PCCRIPREN I PRUETR PN
(

(And what isthe matter with you that you believe not in Allah! While the Messenger invites you
to believe in your Lord; and He has indeed taken your covenant, if you are real believers.) It
was also said that this Ayah (5:7) reminds the Jews of the pledges and promises Allah took from
them to follow Muhammad and adhere to his Law, as " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn

" Abbas stated. Allah then said,
(4l 1585 )

(And have Tagwa of Allah.) in all times and situations. Allah says that He knows the secrets and

thoughts that the hearts conceal,
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(Verily, Allah is All-Knower of the secrets of (your) breasts.)
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The Necessity of Observing Justice

Allah said,
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(O you who believe! Sand out firmly for Allah...) meaning, in truth for the sake of Allah, not

for the sake of people or for fame,
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(asjust witnesses) observing justice and not transgression. It isrecorded in the Two Sahihs that
An-Nu” man bin Bashir said, "My father gave me a gift, but *~ Amrah bint Rawahah, my mother,
said that she would not agree to it unless he made Allah's Messenger as a witness to it. So, my
father went to Allah's Messenger to ask him to be a witness to his giving me the gift. Allah's

Messenger asked,
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(" Have you given the like of it to everyone of your offspring’) He replied in the negative. Allah's
Messenger said,
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(Have Tagwa of Allah and treat your children equally.) And said;
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(I shall not be witnessto injustice.) My father then returned and took back his gift." Allah said;
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(and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. ) The Ayah commands: Do
not be carried away by your hatred for some people to avoid observing justice with them.
Rather, be just with every one, whether a friend or an enemy. This is why Allah said,
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(Be just: that is nearer to Tagwa) this is better than if you abandon justice in this case.
Although Allah said that observing justice is "~ nearer to Taqwa', there is not any other course of
action to take, therefore " nearer' here means " is. Allah said in another Ayah,



Caly ThEEL A My AR Giala T)

IS

(The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best abode, and have the fairer of places
for repose.) Some of the female Companions said to ~ Umar, "You are more rough and crude
than the Messenger of Allah ," meaning, you are rough, not that the Prophet is rough at all.
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(and have Tagwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is WellAcquainted with what you do.) and
consequently, He will reward or punish you according to your actions, whether good or evil.
Hence Allah's statement afterwards,

ail coalTal Tgae s Vgl ol AN a2 )
(38

(Allah has promised those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, that for them there is

forgiveness) for their sins,
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(and a great reward.) which is Paradise, that is part of Allah's mercy for His servants. They will
not earn Paradise on account of their good actions, but rather on account of His mercy and
favor, even though they will qualify to earn this mercy on account of their good actions. Allah
has made these actions the cause and path that lead to His mercy, favor, pardon and
acceptance. Therefore, all this is from Allah Alone and all thanks are due to Him. Allah said
next,
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(And they who disbelieve and deny our Ayat are those who will be the dwellers of the Hell-
fire.) This only demonstrates Allah's perfect justice, wisdom and judgment, He is never wrong,
for He isthe Most Wise, Most Just and Most Able.



Among Allah's Favors is that He Prevented the Disbelievers from
Fighting the Muslims

Allah said,
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(O you who believe! Remember the favor of Allah unto you when some people desired (made a
plan) to stretch out their hands against you, but (Allah) withheld their hands from you.)
" Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Jabir said, "The Prophet once stayed at an area and the people
spread out seeking shade under various trees. The Prophet hung his weapon on a tree, and a
bedouin man came and took possession of the Prophet's weapon and held it aloft. He came
towards the Prophet and said, ~ Who can protect you from me' He replied, * Allah, the Exalted,
Most Honored.' The bedouin man repeated his question twice or thrice, each time the Prophet
answering him by saying, "~ Allah.' The bedouin man then lowered the sword, and the Prophet
called his Companions and told them what had happened while the bedouin was sitting next to
him, for the Prophet did not punish him.' Ma’ mar said that Qatadah used to mention that some
Arabs wanted to have the Prophet killed, so they sent that bedouin. Qatadah would then
mention this Ayah,
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(Remember the favor of Allah unto you when some people desired (made a plan) to stretch out
their hands against you...) The story of this bedouin man, whose name is Ghawrath bin Al-
Harith, is mentioned in the Sahih. Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar, Mujahid and " Ikrimah said
that this Ayah was revealed about Bani An-Nadir, who plotted to drop a stone on the head of
the Messenger when he came to them for help to pay the blood money of two persons whom
Muslims killed. The Jews left the execution of this plot to ~Amr bin Jihash bin Ka'b and
ordered him to throw a stone on the Prophet from above, when he came to them and sat under
the wall. Allah told His Prophet about their plot, and he went back to Al-Madinah and his
Companions followed him later on. Allah sent down this Ayah concerning this matter. Allah's
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(And in Allah let the believers put their trust.) and those who do so, then Allah shall suffice for
them and shall protect them from the evil plots of the people. Thereafter, Allah commanded



His Messenger to expel Bani An-Nadir, and he laid siege to their area and forced them to
evacuate Al-Madinah.
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(12. Indeed, Allah took the covenant from the Children of Israel (Jews), and We appointed
twelve leaders among them. And Allah said: "I am with you if you perform the Salah and give
the Zakah and believe in My Messengers; honor and assist them, and lend to Allah a good loan,
verily, | will remit your sins and admit you to Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise). But
if any of you after this, disbelieved, he has indeed gone astray from the straight way.") (13. So,
because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed them and made their hearts grow hard.



They changed the words from their (right) places and have abandoned a good part of the
Message that was sent to them. And you will not cease to discover deceit in them, except a few
of them. But forgive them and overlook (their misdeeds). Verily, Allah loves the doers of good.)
(14. And from those who call themselves Christians, We took their covenant, but they have
abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent to them. So We planted amongst them
enmity and hatred till the Day of Resurrection; and Allah will inform them of what they used to
do.)

Cursing the People of the Book for Breaking the Covenant

Allah commanded His believing servants to fullfil the promises and pledges that He took from
them and which they gave His servant and Messenger, Muhammad, peace be upon him. Allah
also commanded them to stand for the truth and give correct testimony. He also reminded
them of the obvious and subtle favors of the truth and guidance that He granted them. Next,
Allah informed them of the pledges and promises that He took from the People of the Book,
who were before them, the Jews and Christians. When they broke these promises and
covenants, Allah cursed them as a consequence and expelled them from His grace and mercy.
He also sealed their hearts from receiving guidance and the religion of truth, beneficial
knowledge and righteous actions. Allah said,
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(Indeed Allah took the covenant from the Children of Israel and We appointed twelve leaders
among them.) These twelve people were leaders who gave the pledge to Allah to listen and
obey Allah, His Messenger and His Book on behalf of their tribes. Muhammad bin Ishag and Ibn
" Abbas said that this occurred when Musa went to fight the mighty enemy (in Palestine), and
Allah commanded him to choose a leader from every tribe.

The Leaders of Ansar on the Night of © Agabah

Likewise, when the Messenger of Allah took the pledge from the Ansar in the ~ Agabah area,
there were twelve leaders from the Ansar. There were three men from the tribe of Aws: Usayd
bin Al-Hudayr, Sa" d bin Khaythamah and Rifa’ ah bin ~ Abdul-Mundhir, or Abu Al-Haytham bin
At-Tayhan. There were nine people from the tribe of Khazraj: Abu Umamah As’ ad bin Zurarah,
S d bin Ar-Rabi, " Abdullah bin Rawahah, Rafi® bin Malik bin Al-" Ajlan, Al-Bara' bin Ma’ rur,
“Ubadah bin As-Samit, Sa'd bin * Ubadah, ~ Abdullah bin ~ Amr bin Haram and Al-Mundhir bin
“Umar bin Khunays. Ka'b bin Malik mentioned these men in his poem, as recorded by lbn
Ishag.On that night, these men were the leaders or representatives of their tribes by the
command of the Prophet . They gave the pledge and promise of allegiance and obedience to

the Prophet on behalf of their people. Allah said,
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(And Allah said, "l am with you...) with My protection, support and aid,



o0& 0o don(” - & @ ﬁ‘ios‘i °, =
Slale’y 58050 ANEL 3 all UJ)
( l}
(if you perform the Salah and give the Zakah and believe in My Messengers;) concerning what
they bring you of the revelation,
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(honor and assist them...) and support them on the truth,
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(and lend to Allah a good loan...) by spending in His cause, seekingto please Him.

0 o 247 0 - & - %/Sﬁy
( ~ o4 u )
(verily, 1 will remit your sins) and errors, | will erase them, cover them, and will not punish you
for them,
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(and admit you to Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise).) thus, protecting you from
what you fear and granting you what you seek.

Breaking the Covenant

Allah said,
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(But if any of you after this, disbelieved, he has indeed gone astray from the straight way.)
Therefore, those who break this covenant, even though they pledged and vowed to keep it,
yet, they broke it and denied it ever existed, they have avoided the clear path and deviated
from the path of guidance to the path of misguidance. Allah then mentioned the punishment
that befell those who broke His covenant and the pledge they gave Him,
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(So because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed them...) Allah states, because of
their breaking the promise that We took from them, We cursed them, deviated them away

from the truth, and expelled them from guidance,
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(and made their hearts grow hard...) and they do not heed any word of advice that they hear,
because of the hardness of their hearts.
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(They change the words from their (right) places...) Snce their comprehension became
corrupt, they behaved treacherously with Allah's Ayat, altering His Book from its apparent
meanings which He sent down, and distorting its indications. They attributed to Allah what He
did not say, and we seek refuge with Allah from such behavior.
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(and have abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent to them.) by not implementing
it and by ignoring it. Allah said next,
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(And you will not cease to discover deceit in them,) such as their plots and treachery against
you, O Muhammad, and your Companions. Mujahid said that this Ayah refersto their plot to kill
the Messenger of Allah .
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(But forgive them, and overlook (their misdeeds).) This, indeed, is the ultimate victory and
triumph. Some of the Salaf said, "You would never treat those who disobey Allah with you

better than obeying Allah with them." This way, their hearts will gather around the truth and
Allah might lead them to the right guidance. Thisis why Allah said,
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(Verily, Allah loves the doers of good.) Therefore, forgive those who err against you. Qatadah
said that this Ayah was abrogated with Allah's statement,
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(Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last Day).

The Christians Also Broke their Covenant with Allah and the
Repercussion of this Behavior

Allah said,
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(And from those who call themselves Christians, We took their covenant,) Meaning: ~ From
those who call themselves Christians and followers of " Isa, son of Maryam, while in fact they
are not asthey claim. We took from them the covenant and pledges that they would follow the
Prophet , aid him, honor him and follow his footsteps.' And that they would believe in every
Prophet whom Allah sends to the people of the earth. They imitated the Jews and broke the
promises and the pledges. Thisis why Allah said,
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(but they have abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent to them. So We planted
amongst them enmity and hatred till the Day of Resurrection;) Meaning: ~ We planted enmity
and hatred between them, and they will remain like this until the Day of Resurrection.' Indeed,
the numerous Christian sects have always been enemies and adversaries of each other,
accusing each other of heresy and cursing each other. Each sect among them excommunicates
the other sects and does not allow them entrance to their places of worship. The Monarchist
sect accuses the Jacobite sect of heresy, and such is the case with the Nestorians and the
Arians. Each sect among them will continue to accuse the other of disbelief and heresy in this
life and on the Day when the Witnesses will come forth. Allah then said,
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(and Allah will inform them of what they used to do.) warning and threatening the Christians
because of their lies against Allah and His Messenger and their false claims about Allah,
hallowed be He above what they say about Him. The Christians attribute a companion and a



son to Allah, while He is the One and Only, the All-Qufficient, Who neither begets nor was He
begotten, and there is none like unto Him.
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(15. O People of the Sripture! Now has come to you Our Messenger explaining to you much of
that which you used to hide from the Scripture and passing over much. Indeed, there has come
to you from Allah a light and a plain Book.) (16. Wherewith Allah guides all those who seek His
Pleasure to ways of peace, and He brings them out of darkness by His permission unto light and
guidesthem to a straight path.)

Explaining the Truth Through the Messenger and the Qur'an

Allah states that He sent His Messenger Muhammad with the guidance and the religion of truth
to all the people of the earth, the Arabs and non-Arabs, lettered and unlettered. Allah also
states that He sent Muhammad with clear evidences and the distinction between truth and
falsehood. Allah said,
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(O People of the Sripture! Now has come to you Our Messenger explaining to you much of that
which you used to hide from the Scripture and passing over much.) So the Prophet explained
where they altered, distorted, changed and lied about Allah. He also ignored much of what
they changed, since it would not bring about any benefit if it was explained. In his Mustadrak,
Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn * Abbas said, "He who disbelievesin stoning (the adulterer to death)
will have inadvertently disbelieved in the Qur'an, for Allah said,
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(O People of the Sripture! Now has come to you Our Messenger explaining to you much of that
which you used to hide from the Sripture) and stoning was among the things that they used to
hide." Al-Hakim said, "lts chain is Sahih, and they did not record it." Allah next mentions the
Glorious Qur'an that He sent down to His honorable Prophet ,
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(Indeed, there has come to you from Allah a light and a plain Book. Wherewith Allah guides all
those who seek His pleasure to ways of peace.) meaning, ways of safety and righteousness,
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(and He brings them out of darkness by His permission unto light and guides them to a straight
path.) He thus saves them from destruction and explains to them the best, most clear path.
Therefore, He protects them from what they fear, and brings about the best of what they long
for, all the while ridding them of misguidance and directing them to the best, most righteous
state of being.
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(17. Qurely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the Messiah, son of Maryam. Say: "Who
then has the least power against Allah, if He were to destroy the Messiah, son of Maryam, his
mother, and all those who are on the earth together" And to Allah belongs the dominion of the
heavens and the earth, and all that is between them. He creates what He wills. And Allah is
able to do all things.) (18. And the Jews and the Christians say: "We are the children of Allah
and His loved ones." Say: "Why then does He punish you for your sins" Nay, you are but human
beings of those He has created, He forgives whom He wills and He punishes whom He wills. And

to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them; and
to Him isthe return (of all).) e

The Polytheism and Disbelief of the Christians

Allah states that the Christians are disbelievers because of their claim that "Isa, son of
Maryam, one of Allah's servants and creatures, is Allah. Allah is holier than what they attribute
to Him. Allah then reminds them of His perfect ability over everything and that everything is
under His complete control and power,
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(Say: "Who then has the least power against Allah, if He were to destroy the Messiah, son of
Maryam, his mother, and all those who are on the earth together") Therefore, if Allah wills to
do that, who would be able to stop Him or prevent Him from doing it Allah then said,
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(And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them.

He creates what He wills.) All things in existence are Allah's property and creation and He is
able to do everything. He is never asked about what He does with His power, domain, justice



and greatness so this refutes the Christian creed, may Allah's continued curses be upon them
until the Day of Resurrection.

Refuting the People of the Book's Claim that they are Allah's
Children

Allah then refutes the Christians' and Jews' false claims and lies,
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(And the Jews and the Christians say, "We are the children of Allah and His loved ones.") They
claim: "We are the followers of Allah's Prophets, who are His children, whom He takes care of.
He also loves us." The People of the Book claim in their Book that Allah said to His servant
Isralil, "You are my firstborn." But they explained this statement in an improper manner and
altered its meaning. Some of the People of the Book who later became Muslims refuted this
false statement saying, "This statement only indicates honor and respect, asis common in their
speech at that time." The Christians claim that " Isa said to them, "I will go back to my father
and your father," meaning, my Lord and your Lord. It isa fact that the Christians did not claim
that they too are Allah's sons as they claimed about " Isa. Rather this statement by " Isa only
meant to indicate a closeness with Allah. This is why when they said that they are Allah's
children and loved ones, Allah refuted their claim,
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(Say, "Why then does He punish you for your sins") meaning, if you were truly as you claim,
Allah's children and loved ones, then why did He prepare the Fire because of your disbelief, lies

and false claims
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(Nay, you are but human beings, of those He has created,) Allah states: you are just like the
rest of the children of Adam, and Allah isthe Lord of all His creation,
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(He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He wills.) Allah does what He wills, there is
none who can escape His judgement, and He is swift in reckoning.
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(And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them;)
Therefore, everything is Allah's property and under His power and control,
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(and to Him isthe return.) In the end, the return will be to Allah and He will judge between His
servants as He will, and He isthe Most Just Who is never wrong in His judgment.

sle A& b Wl R&ela 38 Al aly)

‘)JM.\LJAB;\/ALA jj’vufdij)j\ oy 9:)33

K Se Al Tadty Thado K6l 28y Yﬁ
(8 e

(19. O People of the Sripture! Now has come to you Qur Messenger making (things) clear unto
you, after a break in (the series of) Messengers, lest you say: "There came to us no bringer of
glad tidings and no warner." But now has come unto you a bringer of glad tidings and a warner.
And Allah is able to do all things. ) Allah is addressing the People of the Book -- the Jews and
the Christians, saying that He has sent His Messenger Muhammad to them, the Final Prophet,
after whom there will be no Prophet or Messenger. Rather, He isthe Final Messenger who came
after a long time passed between him and " Isa, son of Maryam peace be upon them. There isa
difference of opinion about the length of time between " Isa and Muhammad . Abu ~ Uthman An-
Nahdi and Qatadah were reported to have said that this period was six hundred years. Al-
Bukhari also recorded this opinion from Salman Al-Farisi. Qatadah said that this period was five
hundred and sixty years, while Ma” mar said that it is five hundred and forty years. Some said
that this period is six hundred and twenty years. There is no contradiction here if we consider
the fact that those who said that this period was six hundred years were talking about solar
years, while the second refers to lunar years, since there is a difference of about three years
between every one hundred lunar and solar years. Asin Allah's statement,
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(And they stayed in their Cave three hundred years, adding nine.) meaning, nine more lunar
years to substitute for the difference between lunar and solar years, thus agreeing with the
three hundred years that the People of the Book knew about. We should assert again that the
time period we mentioned here was between " Isa, the last Prophet to the Children of lsrael,
and Muhammad , the Last Prophet and Messenger among the children of Adam. In the Sahih
collected by Al-Bukhari, Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(I, among all people, have the most right to the son of Maryam, for there was no Prophet
between Him and 1.) This Hadith refutes the opinion of Al-Quda’ i and others, that there was a
Prophet after " Isa called Khalid bin Snan. Allah sent Muhammad after a period of time during
which there was no Prophet, clear path, or unchanged religions. Idol worshipping, fire
worshipping and cross worshipping flourished during this time. Therefore, the bounty of
sending Muhammad was the perfect bounty at a time when he was needed the most. Evil had
filled the earth by then, and tyranny and ignorance had touched all the servants, except a few
of those who remained loyal to the true teachings of previous Prophets, such as some Jewish
rabbis, Christian priests and Sabian monks. Imam Ahmad recorded that " lyad bin Himar Al-
Mujash’ i said that the Prophet gave a speech one day and said,
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