(Do then those who devise evil plots feel secure that Allah will not sink them into the earth, or
that the torment will not seize them from directions they perceive not Or that He may catch
them in the midst of their going to and from, so that there be no escape for them Or that He
may catch them with gradual wastage. Truly, Your Lord is indeed full of kindness, Most
Merciful) 16:45-47 . Allah's saying;
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(No cry did they utter when Our torment came upon them but this: "Verily, we were
wrongdoers."”) This means, when the torment came to them, their cry was that they admitted
their sins and that they deserved to be punished. Allah said in a similar Ayah,

(Al S 25 (e i 1)

(How many a town given to wrongdoing, have We destroyed) 21:11 ;| until,

(Extinct) 21:15 . Allah's saying.

(mead) Syl ) (yLiTR)

(Then surely, We shall question those (people) to whom it (the Book) was sent) is similar to the

Ayat,

}‘io/ T<¢~ 2 &% 0 0o -~
(And (remember) the Day (Allah) will call them, and say: "What answer gave you to the
Messengers") 28:65 , and,
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(On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together and say to them: "What was the
response you received” They will say: "We have no knowledge, verily, only You are the Knower
of all that isunseen.”) 5:109 . Allah will question the nations, on the Day of Resurrection, how



they responded to His Messengers and the Messages He sent them with. He will also question
the Messengers if they conveyed His Messages. So, " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from lbn
" Abbas, who said commenting on the Ayah:

/./o}\ﬂ./o/,/oo‘/ oT/.hj‘ﬂ./oi»‘
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(Then surely, We shall question those (people) to whom it (the Book) was sent and verily, We

shall question the Messengers.) He said; "About what they conveyed." Ibn ~ Abbas commented
on Allah's statement,
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(Then surely, We shall narrate unto them (their whole story) with knowledge, and indeed We
have not been absent.) "The Book will be brought forth on the Day of Resurrection and it will
speak, disclosing what they used to do."

(Cpole 8 5)

(and indeed We have not been absent) meaning, On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will inform
His servants about what they said and did, whether substantial or minor. Certainly, He
witnesses to everything, nothing escapes His observation, and He is never unaware of anything.
Rather, He has perfect knowledge of what the eyes are deluded by and what the hearts
conceal,
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(Not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything
fresh or dry, but iswrittenin a Clear Record.) 6:59
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(8. And the weighing on that Day will be the true (weighing). So, as for those whose scale (of
good deeds) will be heavy, they will be the successful (by entering Paradise).) (9. And as for
those whose scale will be light, they are those who will lose themselves for their wrongful
behavior with Our Ayat.)

The Meaning of weighing the Deeds

Allah said,
ﬂ. 0.,” ‘/
(03 s)
(And the weighing), of deeds on the Day of Resurrection,
()
(will be the true (weighing)), for Allah will not wrong anyone. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And We shall set up the Balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And
Qufficient are We to take account.) 21:47 ,
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(Surely, Allah wrongs not even the weight of a speck of dust, but if there is any good (done),
He doublesit, and gives from Him a great reward.) 4:40 ,
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(Then as for him whose scale (of good deeds) will be heavy. He will live a pleasant life (in
Paradise). But as for him whose scale (of good deeds) will be light. He will have his home in
Hawiyah (pit, Hell). And what will make you know what it is (It is) a fiercely blazing Fire!)
101:6-11 and,
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(Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they
ask of one another. Then, those whose scales (of good deeds) are heavy, they are the
successful. And those whose scales (of good deeds) are light, they are those who lose
themselves, in Hell will they abide) 23:101-103 . As for what will be placed on the Balance on
the Day of Resurrection, it has been said that the deeds will be placed on it, even though they
are not material objects. Allah will give these deeds physical weight on the Day of
Resurrection. Al-Baghawi said that this was reported from Ibn ~ Abbas. It is recorded in the
Sahih that Al-Bagarah (chapter 2) and Al " Imran (chapter 3) will come on the Day of
Resurrection in the shape of two clouds, or two objects that provide shade, or two lined groups
of birds. It is also recorded in the Sahih that the Qur'an will come to its companion (who used
to recite and preserve it) in the shape of a pale-faced young man. He will ask (the young man),
"Who are you" He will reply, "I am the Qur'an, who made you stay up sleeplessly at night and

caused you thirst in the day. " The Hadith that Al-Bara' narrated about the questioning in the
grave states,
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(A young man with fair color and good scent will come to the believer, who will ask, * Who are
you' He will reply, "~ | am your good deeds). The Prophet mentioned the opposite in the case of
the disbeliever and the hypocrite. It was also said that the Book of Records that contains the
deeds will be weighed. A Hadith states that a man will be brought forth and ninety-nine scrolls
containing errors and sins will be placed on one side of the balance each as long as the sight




can reach. He will then be brought a card on which " La ilaha illallah’ will be written. He will
say, "O Lord! What would this card weigh against these scrolls® Allah will say, "You will not be
wronged." So the card will be placed on the other side of the Balance, and as the Messenger of

Allah said,
«A8al) ey sl ciiady,

(Behold! The (ninety-nine) scrolls will go up, as the card becomes heavier.) At-Tirmidhi
recorded similar wording for this Hadith and said that it is authentic. It was also said that the
person who performed the deed will be weighed. A Hadith states,
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(On the Day of Resurrection, a fat man will be brought forth, but he will not weigh with Allah
equal to the wing of a mosquito). He then recited the Ayah,
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(And on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them) 18:105 . Also, the

Prophet said about * Abdullah bin Mas ud,
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(Do you wonder at the thinness of his legs By He in Whose Hand is my soul! They are heavier on
the Balance than (Mount) Uhud.) It is also possible to combine the meanings of these Ayat and
Hadiths by stating that all this will truly occur, for sometimes the deeds will be weighed,
sometimes the scrolls where they are recorded will be weighed, and sometimes those who
performed the deeds will be weighed. Allah knows best.
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(10. And surely, We gave you authority on the earth and appointed for you therein livelihoods.
Little thanks do you give.)



All Bountiesin the Heavens and Earth are for the Benefit of
Mankind

Allah reminds of His favor on His servantsin that He made the earth a fixed place for dwelling,
placed firm mountains and rivers on it and made homes and allowed them to utilize its
benefits. Allah made the clouds work for them (bringing rain) so that they may produce their
sustenance from them. He also created the ways and means of earnings, commercial activities
and other professions. Yet, most of them give liltle thanks for this. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And if you count the blessings of Allah,never will you be able to count them. Verily, man is
indeed a wrongdoer, an ingrate.) 14:34
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(11. And surely, We created you and then gave you shape; then We told the angels, "Prostrate
yourselves to Adam," and they prostrated, except Iblis (Shaytan), he refused to be of those who
prostrated.)

Prostration of the Angels to Adam and Shaytan's Arrogance

Allah informs the Children of Adam about the honor of their father and the enmity of Shaytan,
who still has envy for them and for their father Adam. So they should beware of him and not
follow in his footsteps. Allah said,

:'I/Si S/ ]/s LT ;S—/‘i)f}lé ;j og:»r. 333:9)
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(And surely, We created you and then gave you shape; then We told the angels, "Prostrate
yourselves to Adam," and they prostrated,) Thisis like His saying,
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(And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "l am going to create a man from dried
(sounding) clay of altered mud. So, when | have fashioned him completely and breathed into
him the soul (which | created for him), then fall (you) down prostrating yourselves unto him.")

15:28-29 . After Allah created Adam with His Hands from dried clay of altered mud and made
him in the shape of a human being, He blew life into him and ordered the angels to prostrate
before him, honoring Allah's glory and magnificence. The angels all heard, obeyed and
prostrated, but Iblis did not prostrate. We explained this subject in the beginning of Surat Al-
Bagarah. Therefore, the Ayah (7:11) refersto Adam, although Allah used the plural in this case,
because Adam is the father of all mankind. Smilarly, Allah said to the Children of Israel who
lived during the time of the Prophet ,
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(And We shaded you with clouds and sent down on you manna and the quail,) 2:57 This refers
to their forefathers who lived during the time of Moses. But, since that was a favor given to the
forefathers, and they are their very source, then the offspring have also been favored by it.
Thisis not the case in:

(o o ALLL (e () IS 5T

(And indeed We created man out of an extract of clay (water and earth.)) 23:12 For this
merely means that Adam was created from clay. His children were created from Nutfah (mixed
male and female sexual discharge). This last Ayah is thus talking about the origin of mankind,
not that they were all created from clay, and Allah knows best.
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(12. (Allah) said: "What prevented you (O Iblis) that you did not prostrate, when | commanded
you" Iblis said: "I am better than him (Adam), You created me from fire, and him You created
from clay.") Allah said,
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(What prevented you (O Iblis) that you did not prostrate) 7: 12 meaning, what stopped and
hindered you from prostrating after | ordered you to do so, according to Ibn Jarir. This meaning

is sound, and Allah knows best. Iblis, may Allah curse him, said,
(} RY M o-, ET)

(I am better than him (Adam)), and this excuse is worse than the crime itself! Shaytan said that
he did not obey Allah because he who is better cannot prostrate to he who is less. Shaytan,
may Allah curse him, meant that he is better than Adam, "So how can You order me to
prostrate before him" Shaytan said that he is better than Adam because he was created from
fire while, "You created him from clay, and fire is better." The cursed one looked at the origin
of creation not at the honor bestowed, that is, Allah creating Adam with His Hand and blowing
life into him. Shaytan made a false comparison when confronted by Allah's command,

("Then you fall down prostrate to him") 38:72 . Therefore, Shaytan alone contradicted the
angels, because he refused to prostrate. He, thus, became " Ablasa' from the mercy, meaning,
lost hope in acquiring Allah's mercy. He committed this error, may Allah curse him, due to his
false comparison. His claim that the fire is more honored than mud was also false, because
mud has the qualities of wisdom, for - bearance, patience and assurance, mud is where plants
grow, flourish, increase, and provide good. To the contrary, fire has the qualities of burning,
recklessness and hastiness. Therefore, the origin of creation directed Shaytan to failure, while
the origin of Adam led him to return to Allah with repentance, humbleness, obedience and
submission to His command, admitting his error and seeking Allah's forgiveness and pardon for
it. Muslim recorded that " Aishah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The angels were created from light, Shaytan from a smokeless flame of fire, while Adam was
created from what was described to you).

Iblis was the First to use Qiyas (Analogical Comparison)

Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Hasan commented on Shaytan's statement,

(Cda (e ARy U (e (1R



("You created me from fire, and him You created from clay.") "Iblis used Qiyas analogy , and
he was the first one to do so." This statement has an authentic chain of narration. Ibn Jarir
recorded that lbn Srin said, "The first to use Qiyas was Iblis, and would the sun and moon be
worshipped if it was not for Qiyas" This statement also has an authentic chain of narration.
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(13. (Allah) said: "(O Iblis) get down from this (Paradise), it is not for you to be arrogant here.
Get out, for you are of those humiliated and disgraced.") (14. (Iblis) said: "Allow me respite till
the Day they are raised up (the Day of Resurrection).") (15. (Allah) said: "You are of those

respited.”) Allah ordered Iblis;
1 - j () <

(Get down from this) "because you defied My command and disobeyed Me. Get out, it is not for
you to be arrogant here," in Paradise, according to the scholars of Tafsir. It could also refer to
particular status which he held in the utmost highs. Allah said to Iblis,

(iial (e ) 7731

(Get out, for you are of those humiliated and disgraced.) as just recompense for his ill
intentions, by giving him the opposite of what he intended (arrogance). Thisis when the cursed
one remembered and asked for respite until the Day of Judgment,
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(Then allow me respite till the Day they are raised up. (Allah) said: "Then you are of those
respited.”) 15: 36-37 Allah gave Shaytan what he asked for out of His wisdom, being His
decision and decree, that is never prevented or resisted. Surely, none can avert His decision,
and He is swift in reckoning.

M\&ﬂe@u/” "'“WMJ)

@A

U adld Dy agnl i (e aginY A




(S AT 305 ¥y el s e
(

(16. (Iblis) said: "Because You have " Aghwaytni', surely, | will sit in wait against them (human
beings) on Your straight path. (17. "Then | will come to them from before them and behind
them, from their right and from their left, and You will not find most of them to be thankful.")
Allah said that after He gave respite to Shaytan,

(Ui o2 )

(till the Day they are raised up (resurrected)) and Iblis was sure that he got what he wanted,
he went on in defiance and rebellion. He said,

( o 3\ JL‘)M e@j u/,« e~ ,:.o/ o, ‘ LA.\S)

("Because You have * Aghwaytani', surely, | will sit in wait against them (human beings) on Your
straight path.") meaning, as You have sent me astray. Ibn * Abbas said that * Aghwaytani' means,
"Misguided me." Others said, "As You caused my ruin, | will sit in wait for Your servants whom
You will create from the offspring of the one you expelled me for." He went on,
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(Your straight path), the path of truth and the way of safety. | (Iblis) will misguide them from
this path so that they do not worship You Alone, because You sent me astray. Mujahid said that
the "straight path', refers to the truth. Imam Ahmad recorded that Saburah bin Abi Al-Fakih
said that he heard the Messenger of Allah saying,
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(Shaytan sat in wait for the Son of Adam in all his paths. He sat in the path of Islam, saying,
“Would you embrace Islam and abandon your religion and the religion of your forefathers
However, the Son of Adam disobeyed Shaytan and embraced Islam. So Shaytan sat in the path
of Hijrah (migration in the cause of Allah), saying, ~ Would you migrate and leave your land and
sky' But the parable of the Muhajir is that of a horse in his stamina So, he disobeyed Shaytan
and migrated. So Shaytan sat in the path of Jihad, against one's self and with his wealth,
saying, " If you fight, you will be killed, your wife will be married and your wealth divided.' So
he disobeyed him and performed Jihad. Therefore, whoever among them (Children of Adam)
does this and dies, it will be a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise. If he is
killed, it will be a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise. If he drowns, it will be
a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise. If the animal breaks his neck, it will be
a promise from Allah that He admits him into Paradise.) ~ Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn
" Abbas commented on:
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(Then 1 will come to them from before them) Raising doubts in them concerning their

Hereafter,
o 'S /. O. ~
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(and (from) behind them), making them more eager for this life,

(el e s)
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(and from their left) luring them to commit sins.” This is meant to cover all paths of good and

evil. Shaytan discourages the people from the path of good and lures them to the path of evil.
Al-Hakam bin Abban said that " Ikrimah narrated from lbn * Abbas concerning the Ayah,

(from their right), causing them confusion in the religion,

(Then | will come to them from before them and behind them, from their right and from their
left,) "He did not say that he will come from above them, because the mercy descends from
above." " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn * Abbas said,

(CrSs 1 523 )

(and You will not find most of them to be thankful.) "means, those who single Him out in
worship ." When Shaytan said this, it was a guess and an assumption on his part. Yet, the truth
turned out to be the same, for Allah said,
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(And indeed Iblis (Shaytan) did prove true his thought about them, and they followed him, all
except a group of true believers. And he had no authority over them, except that We might
test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who is in doubt about it. And your Lord is
Watchful over everything.) 34:20-21 . tThis is why there is a Hadith that encourages seeking
refuge with Allah from the lures of Shaytan from all directions. Imam Ahmad narrated that
" Abdullah bin * Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah used to often recite this supplication in the
morning and when the night falls,
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(O Allah! | ask You for well-being in this life and the Hereafter. O Allah! | ask You for pardon
and well-being in my religion, life, family and wealth. O Allah! Cover my errors and reassure
me in times of difficulty. O Allah! Protect me from before me, from behind me, from my right,
from my left and from above me. | seek refuge with Your greatness from being killed from
below me.)" Waki® commented (about being killed from below), "This refers to earthquakes."

Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, lIbn Hibban and Al-Hakim collected this Hadith, and Al-Hakim
said, "lts chain is Sahih. "
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(18. (Allah) said (to Iblis): "Get out from this (Paradise), Madh'uman Madhura. Whoever of them
(mankind) will follow you, then surely, | will fill Hell with you all.") Allah emphasized His
cursing, expelling, banishing and turning Shaytan away from the uppermost heights, saying; lbn
Jarir said, "As for Madh'um, it is disgraced." And he said, "Madhur is the distanced, that is, he is
banished and expelled." * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "We do not know of any who



is Madh'uh and Madhmum except for one." Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from Abu Ishaq from At-

Tamimi from lbn * Abbas,
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(Get out from this (Paradise), Madh'uman Madhura) "despised.” ~ Ali bin Abi Talhah reported

that Ibn * Abbas commented on,
(DA oseda Lha Z A)

(Get out from this (Paradise), Madh'uman Madhura) 7:18 "Belittled and despised”, while As-
Quddi commented, "Hateful and expelled." Qatadah commented, "Cursed and despised", while
Mujahid said, "Expelled and banished." Ar-Rabi® bin Anas said that *~ Madh'um' means banished,
while, * Madhura' means belittled. Allah said,
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(Whoever of them (mankind) will follow you, then surely, | will fill Hell with you all.) This is
similar to

e.@_qgct_\xka.u\ UAJJSLAU- \)jﬂy }.\J;
adS Ly ella g clbidy agile TuATy cligiay
L ke ey e AT, sl 3
SLL e Sl L s 5 - Dyt )

(S ehn 5S5

((Allah) said: "Go, and whosoever of them follows you, surely, Hell will be the recompense of
you (all) an ample recompense. And gradually delude those whom you can among them with
your voice, make assaults on them with your cavalry and your infantry, share with them wealth
and children, and make promises to them." But Shaytan promises them nothing but deceit.
"Verily, My servants -- you have no authority over them. And All-Qufficient is your Lord as a
Guardian.") 17:63-65
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(19. "And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise, and eat thereof as you both wish, but
approach not this tree otherwise you both will be of the wrongdoers.) (20. Then Shaytan
whispered suggestions to them both in order to uncover that which was hidden from them of
their private parts (before); he said: "Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save you should
become angels or become of the immortals.") (21. And he Qasamahuma: "Verily, | am one of
the sincere well-wishers for you both.")

Shaytan's Deceit with Adam and Hawwa' and Their eating from the
Forbidden Tree

Allah states that He allowed Adam and his wife to dwell in Paradise and to eat from all of its
fruits, except one tree. We have already discussed this in Surat Al-Bagarah. Thus, Shaytan
envied them and plotted deceitfully, whispering and suggesting treachery. He wished to rid

them of the various favors and nice clothes that they were enjoying.
(UG/ )

(He (Shaytan) said) uttering lies and falsehood,
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("Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save you should become angels...") meaning, so that

you do not become angels or dwell here for eternity. Surely, if you eat from this tree, you will
attain both, he said. In another Ayah,
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(Shaytan whispered to him, saying: "O Adam! Shall | lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a
kingdom that will never waste away") 20:120 . Here, the wording is similar, so it means, " so

that you do not become angels' asin;
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((Thus) does Allah make clear to you (His Law) lest you go astray. ) 4:176 meaning, so that
you do not go astray, and,
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(And He has affixed into the earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with you;)

16:15 that is, so that the earth does not shake with you.
(‘1 - & - - G/ )

(And he Qasamahuma), swore to them both by Allah, saying,
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("Verily, 1 am one of the sincere well-wishers for you both.") for | was here before you and thus
have better knowledge of this place. It is a fact that the believer in Allah might sometimes
become the victim of deceit. Qatadah commented on this Ayah, "Shaytan swore by Allah,

saying, " | was created before you, and | have better knowledge than you. Therefore, follow me
and | will direct you.™
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(22. S he misled them with deception. Then when they tasted of the tree, that which was
hidden from them of their shame (private parts) became manifest to them and they began to
cover themselves with the leaves of Paradise. And their Lord called out to them (saying): "Did |
not forbid you that tree and tell you: Verily, Shaytan is an open enemy unto you") (23. They
said: "Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not upon us Your
mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.") Ubayy bin Ka' b said, "Adam was a tall man, about
the height of a palm tree, and he had thick hair on his head. When he committed the error that
he committed, his private part appeared to him while before, he did not see it. So he started
running in fright through Paradise, but a tree in Paradise took him by the head. He said to it,
" Release me,' but it said, ~ No, | will not release you.' So his Lord called him, * O Adam! Do you
run away from Me' He said, ~ O Lord! | felt ashamed before You.™ lbn Jarir and lbn Marduwyah
collected this statement using several chains of narration from Al-Hasan from Ubayy bin Ka' b
who narrated it from the Prophet . However, relating the Hadith to Ubayy is more correct. lbn
" Abbas commented on the Ayah,

(A 355 00 Laglle (et i)

(And they began to cover themselves with the leaves of Paradise.) "Using fig leaves." This
statement has an authentic chain of narration leading to Ibn * Abbas. Mujahid said that they
began to cover themselves with the leaves of Paradise, "Making them as a dress (or garment)."”

Commenting on Allah's statement,
- & - - -~ 8 Q/ 2 . ./

(Sripping them of their raiment) 7:27 Wahb bin Munabbih said, "The private parts of Adam
and Hawwa' had a light covering them which prevented them from seeing the private parts of
each other. When they ate from the tree, their private parts appeared to them." lbn Jarir
reported this statement with an authentic chain of narration. Abdur-Razzaq reported from
Qatadah, "Adam said, * O Lord! What if | repented and sought forgiveness' Allah said, " Then, |
will admit you into Paradise.' As for Shaytan, he did not ask for forgiveness, but for respite.
Each one of them was given what he asked for." Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim commented,
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("Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not upon us Your

mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.") "These are the words that Adam received from his
Lord."
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(24. (Allah) said: "Get down, one of you an enemy to the other. On earth will be a dwelling

place for you and an enjoyment for a time.") (25. He said: "Therein you shall live, and therein
you shall die, and from it you shall be brought out (resurrected).")

Sending Them All Down to Earth

It was said that,

(1)

(Get down), was addressed to Adam, Hawwa', Iblis and the snake. Some scholars did not
mention the snake, and Allah knows best. The enmity is primarily between Adam and Iblis, and
Hawwa' follows Adam in thisregard. Allah said in Surah Ta Ha,

(e Leia L)

("Get you down (from the Paradise to the earth), both of you, together...") 20:123 . If the
story about the snake is true, then it is a follower of Iblis. Some scholars mentioned the
location on earth they were sent down, but these accounts are taken from the Israelite tales,
and only Allah knows if they are true. If having known these areas was useful for the people in
matters of religion or life, Allah would have mentioned them in His Book, and His Messenger
would have mentioned them too. Allah's statement,

(s ) 2’y S (=Y 3 K1)

(On earth will be a dwelling place for you and an enjoyment for a time.) means, on earth you
will have dwellings and known, designated, appointed terms that have been recorded by the
Pen, counted by Predestination and written in the First Record.

58 ey 03t 48 L'y 3 Lk 09)
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(He (Allah) said: "Therein you shall live, and therein you shall die, and from it you shall be
brought out (resurrected).”) This Ayah is similar to Allah's other statement,
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(Thereof (the earth) We created you, and into it We shall return you, and from it We shall bring
you out once again.) 20:55 . Allah states that He has made the earth a dwelling place for the
Children of Adam, for the remainder of this earthly life. On it, they will live, die and be buried
in their graves; and from it, they will be resurrected for the Day of Resurrection. On that Day,
Allah will gather the first and last of creatures and reward or punish each according to his or
her deeds.
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(26. O Children of Adam! We have bestowed Libas (raiment) upon you to cover yourselves with,
and as Rish (adornment); and the Libas (raiment) of Taqwa, that is better. Quch are among the
Ayat of Allah, that they may remember.)

Bestowing Raiment and Adornment on Mankind

Allah reminds His servants that He has given them Libas and Rish. Libas refers to the clothes
that are used to cover the private parts, while Rish refers to the outer adornments used for
purposes of beautification. Therefore, the first type is essential while the second type is
complimentary. lbn Jarir said that Rish includes furniture and outer clothes. * Abdur-Rahman

bin Zayd bin Aslam commented on the Ayah,
- o,g" 2 ~ 8-
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(and the Libas (raiment) of Tagwa...) "When one fears Allah, Allah covers his errors. Hence the
" Libas of Tagwa' (that the Ayah mentions)."
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(27. O Children of Adam! Let not Shaytan deceive you, as he got your parents out of Paradise,
stripping them of their raiment, to show them their private parts. Verily, he and his tribe see
you from where you cannot see them. Verily, We made the Shayatin friends of those who
believe not.)

Warning against the Lures of Shaytan

Allah warns the Children of Adam against Iblis and his followers, by explaining about his ancient
enmity for the father of mankind, Adam peace be upon him. Iblis plotted to have Adam
expelled from Paradise, which is the dwelling of comfort, to the dwelling of hardship and
fatigue (this life) and caused him to have his private part uncovered, after it had been hidden
from him. This, indeed, is indicative of deep hatred (from Shaytan towards Adam and
mankind). Allah said in a similar Ayah,
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(Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me, while
they are enemies to you What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers.) 18:50 .
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(28. And when they commit a Fahishah, they say: "We found our fathers doing it, and Allah has
commanded it for us." Say: "Nay, Allah never commands Fahishah. Do you say about Allah what
you know not") (29. Say: "My Lord has commanded justice and that you should face Him only, in
every Masjid and invoke Him only, making your religion sincere to Him. As He brought you (into
being) in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again."”) (30. A group He has guided,

and a group deserved to be in error; (because) surely, they took the Shayatin as supporters
instead of Allah, and think that they are guided.)

Disbelievers commit Sins and claim that Allah commanded Them to
do so!

Mujahid said, "The idolators used to go around the House (Ka bah) in Tawaf while naked,
saying, ~We perform Tawaf as our mothers gave birth to us." The woman would cover her
sexual organ with something saying, " Today, some or all of it will appear, but whatever
appears from it, | do not allow it (it is not for adultery or for men to enjoy looking at!).™ Allah
sent down the Ayah,
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(And when they commit a Fahishah (sin), they say: "We found our fathers doing it, and Allah
has commanded it for us.") 7:28 | say, the Arabs, with the exception of the Quraysh, used to
perform Tawaf naked. They claimed they would not make Tawaf while wearing the clothes that
they disobeyed Allah in. As for the Quraysh, known as Al-Hums, they used to perform Tawaf in
their regular clothes. Whoever among the Arabs borrowed a garment from one of Al-Hums, he
would wear it while in Tawaf. And whoever wore a new garment, would discard it and none
would wear it after him on completion of Tawaf. Those who did not have a new garment, or
were not given one by Al-Hums, then they would perform Tawaf while naked. Even women
would go around in Tawaf while naked, and one of them would cover her sexual organ with
something and proclaim, "Today, a part or all of it will appear, but whatever appears from it |
do not allow it." Women used to perform Tawaf while naked usually at night. This was a
practice that the idolators invented on their own, following only their forefathers in this

regard. They falsely claimed that what their forefathers did was in fact following the order and
legislation of Allah. Allah then refuted them, Allah said,
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(And when they commit a Fahishah, they say: "We found our fathers doing it, and Allah has
commanded it for us.")

Allah does not order Fahsha', but orders Justice and Sincerity

Allah replied to this false claim,
(° ﬁ)
(Say), O Muhammad, to those who claimed this,

(sLandlly el ¥ alll )

("Nay, Allah never commands Fahsha'...") meaning, the practice you indulge in is a despicable
sin, and Allah does not command such a thing.

(Osalad ¥ Goalll e ¢ of 55

("Do you say about Allah what you know not") that is, do you attribute to Allah statements that

you are not certain are true Allah said next,
(il 2 Dl U8)

(Say: "My Lord has commanded justice, (fairness and honesty)"),
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("And that you should face Him only, in every Masjid, and invoke Him only making your religion
sincere to Him...") This Ayah means, Allah commands you to be straightforward in worshipping
Him, by following the Messengers who were supported with miracles and obeying what they



conveyed from Allah and the Law that they brought. He also commands sincerity in worshipping
Him, for He, Exalted He is, does not accept a good deed until it satisfies these two conditions:
being correct and in conformity with His Law, and being free of Shirk.

The Meaning of being brought into Being in the Beginning and
brought back again

Allah's saying
/. R R :. ) £ - -~
(u ERELE eSh.\ LAS)
(As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again) 7:29 . Until;
(L)

(error.) There is some difference over the meaning of:

- 2 2 :. ) £ - s~
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(As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again.) lon Abi Najih

said that Mujahid said that it means, "He will bring you back to life after you die." Al-Hasan Al-
Basri commented, "As He made you begin in this life, He will bring you back to life on the Day

of Resurrection." Qatadah commented on:
- 2 R4 o0 gfos (- 2

(As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again.) "He started their
creation after they were nothing, and they perished later on, and He shall bring them back
again." ~ Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, "As He created you in the beginning, He will
bring you back in the end." This last explanation was preferred by Abu Ja’ far Ibn Jarir and he
supported it with what he reported from lbn ™ Abbas, "The Messenger of Allah stood up and gave
us a speech, saying,
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(O people! You will be gathered to Allah while barefooted, naked and uncircumcised, (As We
began the first creation, We shall repeat it. (It is) a promise binding upon Us. Truly, We shall
do it)). 21:104 This Hadith was collected in the Two Sahihs. * Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that
Ibn * Abbas commented on the Ayah,

relle (m Uy 5% Uiy 540 2815 L)
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(As He brought you in the beginning, so shall you be brought into being again. A group He has
guided, and a group deserved to be in error;) "Allah, the Exalted, began the creation of the
Sons of Adam, some believers and some disbelievers, just as He said,

2R o & o -~ B eq 2 O % 0 ' 1 . - 8
(He it is Who created you, then some of you are disbelievers and some of you are believers)
64:2 . He will then return them on the Day of Resurrection as He started them, some

believers and some disbelievers. | say, what supports this meaning, is the Hadith from Ibn
Mas’ ud that Al-Bukhari recorded, (that the Prophet said:)
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(By He, other than Whom there is no god, one of you might perform the deeds of the people of
Paradise until only the length of an arm or a forearm would separate him from it. However,
that which was written in the Book takes precedence, and he commits the work of the people
of the Fire and thus enters it. And one of you might perform the deeds of the people of the
Fire until only the length of an arm or a forearm separates between him and the Fire.
However, that which was written in the Book takes precedence, and he performs the work of
the people of Paradise and thus enters Paradise.) We should combine this meaning -- if it is
held to be the correct meaning for the Ayah -- with Allah's statement:

S Al e i oA Sy )
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(So set you your face towards the religion, Hanifan. Allah's Fitrah with which He has created
mankind) 30:30 , and what is recorded in the Two Sahihs from Abu Hurayrah who said that the
Messenger of Allah said:
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(Every child is born upon the Fitrah, it is only his parents who turn him into a Jew, a Christian
or a Zoroastrian.) Muslim recorded that " lyad bin Himar said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Allah said, " | created My servants Hunafa' (monotheists), but the devils came to them and
deviated them from their religion.) The collective meaning here is, Allah created His creatures
so that some of them later turn believers and some turn disbelievers. Allah has originally
created all of His servants able to recognize Him, to single Him out in worship, and know that
there is no deity worthy of worship except Him. He also took their covenant to fulfill the
implications of this knowledge, which He placed in their consciousness and souls. He has
decided that some of them will be miserable and some will be happy,

o] ogﬁo,/aﬁ./o,»ﬂo A .Jj/}
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(He it is Who created you, then some of you are disbelievers and some of you are believers)
64:2 . Also, a Hadith states,
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(All people go out in the morning and sell themselves, and some of them free themselves while

some others destroy themselves.) Allah's decree will certainly come to pass in His creation.
Verily, He it is

(53 LB i)

(Who has measured (everything); and then guided) 87: 3 , and,

(Lgl}a ?J j\ﬁ; 5 US L;Lc‘ Lg:ﬂ\)

(He Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright) 20:50 . And in the Two
Sahihs:
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(As for those among you who are among the people of happiness, they will be facilitated to
perform the deeds of the people of happiness. As for those who are among the miserable, they
will be facilitated to commit the deeds of the miserable). Thisis why Allah said here,

(ALl 2l (35 s ) % s )

(A group He has guided, and a group deserved to be in error;) Allah then explained why,

(a1 015d o 2T a5l 1 53351 5gT))

(because) surely, they took the Shayatin as supporters instead of Allah). lbn Jarir said, "This is
one of the clearest arguments proving the mistake of those who claim that Allah does not
punish anyone for disobedient acts he commits of deviations he believes in until after
knowledge of what is correct reaches him, then he were to obstinately avoid it anyway. If this
were true, then there would be no difference between the deviations of the misguided group -
their belief that they are guided - and the group that is in fact guided. Yet Allah has
differentiated between the two in this noble Ayah, doing so in both name and judgement."
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(31. O Children of Adam! Take your adornment to every Masjid, and eat and drink, but waste
not by extravagance, certainly He (Allah) likes not the wasteful.)

Allah commands taking Adornment when going to the Masjid

This honorable Ayah refutes the idolators' practice of performing Tawaf around the Sacred
House while naked. Muslim, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Jarir, (the following wording is that of lbn Jarir)
recorded that Shu” bah said that Salamah bin Kuhayl said that Muslim Al-Batin said that &' id
bin Jubayr said that Ibn * Abbas said, "The idolators used to go around the House while naked,
both men and women, men in the day and women by night. The woman would say, "Today, a
part or all of it will be unveiled, but whatever is exposed of it, | do not allow.” Allah said in

reply,

(asdce 8 Qi K0 51503

(Take your adornment to every Masjid,) Al-" Awfi said that lon * Abbas commented on:
( o’ﬁ‘ds/. 031.‘”.)

(Take your adornment to every Masjid) o"There were people who used to perform Tawaf around
the House while naked, and Allah ordered them to take adornment, meaning, wear clean,
proper clothesthat cover the private parts. people were commanded to wear their best clothes
when performing every prayer.” Mujahid, "Ata’, lbrahim An-Nakha'i, Sa'id bin Jubayr,
Qatadah, As-Suddi, Ad-Dahhak and Malik narrated a similar saying from Az-Zuhri, and from
several of the Salaf. They said that this Ayah was revealed about the idolators who used to
perform Tawaf around the House while naked. This Ayah (7:31), as well as the Sunnah,
encourage wearing the best clothes when praying, especially for Friday and " Id prayers. It is
also recommended for men to wear perfume for prayer, because it is adornment, and to use
Swak for it is part of what completes adornment. The best color for clothesis white, for Imam
Ahmad narrated that lbn * Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Wear white clothes, for it is among your best clothes, and also wrap your dead with it. And
Ithmid (antimony) is among the best of your Kuhl, for it clears the sight and helps the hair
grow.) This Hadith has a sound chain of narration, consisting of narrators who conform to the
conditions and guidelines of Imam Muslim. Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and lbn Majah also recorded
it, and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih."

Prohibiting Extravagance

Allah said,

(1522205 1555)

(And eat and drink..). Al-Bukhari said that Ibn * Abbas said, "Eat what you wish and wear what
you wish, as long as you avoid two things: extravagance and arrogance." Ibn Jarir said that
Muhammad bin "~ Abdul-A’ la narrated to us that Muhammad bin Thawr narrated to us from
Ma' mar from lbn Tawus from his father who said that Ibn " Abbas said, "Allah has allowed
eating and drinking, as long as it does not contain extravagance or arrogance." This chain is
Sahih. Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Migdam bin Ma dikarib Al-Kindi said that he heard the
Messenger of Allah saying,
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(The Son of Adam will not fill a pot worse for himself than his stomach. It is enough for the Son
of Adam to eat a few bites that strengthens his spine. If he likes to have more, then let him fill
a third with food, a third with drink and leave a third for his breathing.) An-Nasa'i and At-
Tirmidhi collected this Hadith, At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan" or "Hasan Sahih" according to another
manuscript. ~ Ata' Al-Khurasani said that Ibn * Abbas commented on the Ayah,
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(And eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, certainly He (Allah) likes not the wasteful.)
"With food and drink." lon Jarir commented on Allah's statement,

(Ll and ¥ 3)



(Certainly He (Allah) likes not the wasteful.) "Allah the Exalted says that He does not like those
who trespass the limits on an allowed matter or a prohibited matter, those who go to the
extreme over what He has allowed, allow what He has prohibited, or prohibit what He has
allowed. But, He likes that what He has allowed be considered as such (without extravagance)
and what He has prohibited be considered as such. Thisisthe justice that He has commanded.”
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(832. &y: "Who has forbidden the adornment with clothes given by Allah, which He has
produced for His servants, and At-Tayyibat (good things) of sustenance" Say: "They are, in the

life of this world, for those who believe, (and) exclusively for them (believers) on the Day of
Resurrection." Thus We explain the Ayat in detail for people who have knowledge. )

Allah refutes those who prohibit any type of food, drink or clothes
according to their own understanding, without relying on what

Allah has legislated,
(&)

(S2y) O Muhammad, to the idolators who prohibit some things out of false opinion and

(odhﬂcﬁ‘uﬂ\m\ude}w)

(Who has forbidden the adornment with clothes given by Allah, which He has produced for His
servants) meaning, these things were created for those who believe in Allah and worship Him in
this life, even though the disbelievers share in these bounties in this life. In the Hereafter, the
believers will have all this to themselves and none of the disbelievers will have a share in it,
for Paradise is prohibited for the disbelievers.
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(83. Say: "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are the Fawahish (immoral deeds)
whether committed openly or secretly, and Ithm, and transgression without right, and joining
partners with Allah for which He has given no authority, and saying things about Allah of which
you have no knowledge.")

Fahishah, Sin, Transgression, Shirk and Lying about Allah are
prohibited

Imam Ahmad recorded that ~ Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(None is more jealous than Allah, and this is why He prohibited Fawahish, committed openly or

in secret. And none likes praise more than Allah). This was also recorded in the Two Shihs. In
the explanation of Surat Al-An” am, we explained the Fahishah that is committed openly and in

(Gl s () A3Y1)

(and Ithm, and transgression without right,) 7:33 . As-Suddi commented, "Al-lthm means,
" disobedience'. As for unrighteous oppression, it occurs when you transgress against people
without justification." Mujahid said, "lthm includes all types of disobedience. Allah said that
the oppressor commits oppression against himself." Therefore, the meaning of, Ithm is the sin
that one commits against himself, while " oppression' pertains to transgression against other
people, and Allah prohibited both. Allah's statement,

(Clalls 4 O dalloally 1 & s J;)

(and joining partners with Allah for which He has given no authority, ) prohibits calling partners
with Allah in worship.
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(and saying things about Allah of which you have no knowledge.) such as lies and inventions,

like claiming that Allah has a son, and other evil creeds that you -- O idolators -- have no
knowledge of. Thisis similar to His saying:

(So shun the abomination (worshipping) of the idols) 22:30 .
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(84. And every Ummah has its appointed term; when their term comes, neither can they delay
it nor can they advance it an hour (or a moment).) (35. O Children of Adam! If there come to
you Messengers from among you, reciting to you My Ayat, then whosoever has Tagwa and
becomes righteous, on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve.) (36. But those who reject
Cur Ayat and treat them with arrogance, they are the dwellers of the Fire, they will abide

therein forever.) Allah said,
(4 ARSNE )

(And every Ummah has), meaning, each generation and nation,
o 8 - £ . T -~ %5 12 8- £

(its appointed term; when their term comes) which they were destined for,



(Ot ¥y ol )31 9)

(neither can they delay it nor can they advance it an hour (or a moment)). Allah then warned
the Children of Adam that He sent to them Messengers who conveyed to them His Ayat. Allah

also conveyed good news, as well as warning,

(then whosoever has Tagwa and becomes righteous) by abandoning the prohibitions and
performing acts of obedience,
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(on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve. But those who reject Our Ayat and treat them
with arrogance,) meaning, their hearts denied the Ayat and they were too arrogant to abide by
them,

(they are the dwellers of the Fire, they will abide therein forever.) without end to their
dwellingin it.
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(87. Who is more unjust than one who invents a lie against Allah or rejects His Ayat For such
their appointed portion will reach them from the Book (of Decrees) until Our messengers (the
angel of death and his assistants) come to them to take their souls, they (the angels) will say:
"Where are those whom you used to invoke and worship besides Allah," they will reply, "They




have vanished and deserted us." And they will bear witness against themselves, that they were
disbelievers.)

Idolators enjoy Their destined Share in This Life, but will lose Their
Supporters upon Death

Allah said,

CX I GX Al e (5B rae allal i)
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(Who is more unjust than one who invents a lie against Allah or rejects His Ayat) meaning, none
is more unjust than whoever invents a lie about Allah or rejects the Ayat that He has revealed.
Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said that,
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(For such their appointed portion will reach them from the Book) refers to each person's deeds,
alloted provisions and age. Smilar was said by Ar-Rabi® bin Anas and *~ Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd
bin Aslam. Allah said in similar statements,
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(Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah, will never be successful. (A brief) enjoyment in
this world! And then unto Us will be their return, then We shall make them taste the severest
torment because they used to disbelieve.) 10:69-70 and,
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(And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief grieve you. To Us is their return, and We shall
inform them what they have done. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts (of
men). We let them enjoy for a little while.) 31:23-24 . Allah said next,

(5 L) el 13 5

(until when Our messengers come to them to take their souls.) Allah states that when death
comes to the idolators and the angels come to capture their souls to take them to Hellfire, the
angels horrify them, saying, "Where are the so-called partners (of Allah) whom you used to call
in the life of this world, invoking and worshipping them instead of Allah Call them so that they
save you from what you are suffering." However, the idolators will reply,

(& 15

("They have vanished and deserted us") meaning, we have lost them and thus, we do not hope
in their benefit or aid,

(pgosss ail e | 3¢5 )

(And they will bear witness against themselves) they will admit and proclaim against

(LS 158K 2T)

(that they were disbelievers.)
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(88. (Allah) will say: "Enter you in the company of nations who passed away before you, of men
and Jinn, into the Fire." Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation (that went
before) until they are all together in the Fire. The last of them will say to the first of them:
"Cur Lord! These misled us, so give them a double torment of the Fire." He will say: "For each
one there is double (torment), but you know not.") (39. The first of them will say to the last of
them: "You were not better than us, so taste the torment for what you used to earn.")

People of the Fire will dispute and curse Each Other Allah
mentioned what He will say to those who associate others with
Him, invent lies about Him, and reject His Ayat,

- ? L /‘. (<)
(el 8 1 51230)
(Enter you in the company of nations), who are your likes and similar to you in conduct,
° o o, ¥, O &
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(Who passed away before you) from the earlier disbelieving nations,
Q - -3 - ﬁ. N v
rd 73 ~
(Of men and Jinn, into the Fire.) Allah said next,
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(BEvery time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation (that went before)) Al-Khalil
(Prophet Ibrahim), peace be upon him, said,

(u.a:u.\es..aa_\f)gs.\w]\ éi}l}i)

("But on the Day of Resurrection, you shall deny each other) 29:25 . Also, Allah said,
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(When those who were followed declare themselves innocent of those who followed (them),
and they see the torment, then all their relations will be cut off from them. And those who
followed will say: "If only we had one more chance to return (to the worldly life), we would
declare ourselves as innocent from them as they have declared themselves as innocent from

us." Thus Allah will show them their deeds as regrets for them. And they will never get out of
the Fire) 2:166-167 . Allah's statement,

(Goaan Led 187130 13) Aa)

(until they are all together in the Fire) means, they are all gathered in the Fire,

(Y 21 AT L)
(The last of them will say to the first of them) that is, the nation of followers that enter last
will say this to the first nations to enter. This is because the earlier nations were worse
criminals than those who followed them, and this is why they entered the Fire first. For this

reason, their followers will complain against them to Allah, because they were the ones who
misguided them from the correct path, saying,

e Ulie gl Gl o¥5a G))
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("Cur Lord! These misled us, so give them a double torment of the Fire.") multiply their share
of the torment. Allah said in another instance,
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had obeyed Allah and obeyed the Messenger." And they will say: "Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed
our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the (right) way. Our Lord! Give them a

double torment.") 33:66-68 . Allah said in reply,
® L0 | £ -y ®

(He will say: "For each one there is double (torment)..."), We did what you asked, and
recompensed each according to their deeds.' Allah said in another Ayah,

sy Al Jas e Tsia’y 150 (i)
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(Those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path of Allah, for them We will add
torment) 16:88 . Furthermore, Allah said,
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(And verily, they shall bear their own loads, and other loads besides their own) 29:13 and,

(ale ik 25 shaad 0l )15l (as)

(And also (some thing) of the burdens of those whom they misled without knowledge) 16:25 .

(3A)AY 2] f L)

(The first of them will say to the last of them) meaning, the followed will say to the followers,

2
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("You were not better than us. ..") meaning, you were led astray as we were led astray,

according to As-Suddi.
(055 A ey I 148,55)

("So taste the torment for what you used to earn.") Allah again described the condition of the
idolators during the gathering (of Resurrection), when He said;
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(And those who were arrogant will say to those who were deemed weak: "Did we keep you back
from guidance after it come to you Nay, but you were criminals." Those who were deemed
weak will say to those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day,
when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivalsto Him!" And each of them (parties)
will conceal their own regrets, when they behold the torment. And We shall put iron collars

round the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they requited aught except what they used to
do) 34:32-33
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(40. Verily, those who belie Our Ayat and treat them with arrogance, for them the gates of the
heavens will not be opened, and they will not enter Paradise until the Jamal goes through the
eye of the needle. Thus do We recompense the criminals.) (41. Theirs will be Mihad from the
Fire, and over them Ghawash. Thus do We recompense the wrongdoers.)

Doors of Heaven shall not open for Those Who deny Allah's Ayat,
and They shall never enter Paradise

Allah said,

(sledl S I}’éj”‘“* Y)

(for them the gates of the heavens will not be opened,) meaning, their good deeds and
supplication will not ascend through it, according to Mujahid, Sa" id bin Jubayr and Ibn * Abbas,
as Al-" Awfi and " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from him. Ath-Thawri narrated that, Layth said
that ~ Ata' narrated this from Ibn ~ Abbas. It was also said that the meaning here is that the
doors of the heavens will not be opened for the disbelievers' souls, according to Ad-Dahhak who
reported this from lbn "~ Abbas. As-Suddi and several others mentioned this meaning. What
further supports this meaning, is the report from Ibn Jarir that Al-Bara' said that the Messenger
of Allah mentioned capturing the soul of the " Fajir' (wicked sinner or disbeliever), and that his
or her soul will be ascended to heaven. The Prophet said,
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(So they (angels) ascend it and it will not pass by a gathering of the angels, but they will ask,
who's wicked soul is this' They will reply, " The soul of so-and-so,’ calling him by the worst
names he was called in this life. When they reach the (lower) heaven, they will ask that its
door be opened for the soul, but it will not be opened for it.) The Prophet then recited,
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(For them the gates of heaven will not be opened). This is a part of a long Hadith which was
also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah. Ibn Jurayj commented on the Ayah,

(sledl Lo I}QJ’““* Y)

(for them the gates of heaven will not be opened,) "(The gates of heaven) will not be opened
for their deeds or souls." This explanation combines the two meanings we gave above, and
Allah knows best. Allah's statement,
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(and they will not enter Paradise until the Jamal goes through the eye of the needle.) refersto
the male camel. Ibn Mas' ud said it is a male camel from the she camel. In another narration it
refers to the spouse of the she camel. Mujahid and " Ikrimah said that Ibn * Abbas used to recite
this Ayah this way, "Until the Jummal goes through the eye of the needle", whereas Jummal'is

athick rope. Allah's statement,
(31 - - ‘?/ - . ﬁ 5] 3)

(Theirs will be Mihad from the Fire) means, beds, while;

(s aed'sd (1a )

(and over them Ghawash), means, coverings, according to Muhammad bin Ka'b Al-Qurazi.
Smilar was said by Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim and As-Suddi. Allah said next,

(el dall (5t GlIXTy)

(Thus do We recompense the wrongdoers.)
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(42. But those who believed, and worked righteousness -- We burden not any person beyond his
scope -- such are the dwellers of Paradise. They will abide therein.) (43. And We shall remove
from their breasts any Ghill; rivers flowing under them, and they will say: "All the praises and
thanks be to Allah, Who has guided us to this, and never could we have found guidance, were it
not that Allah had guided us! Indeed, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth." And
it will be cried out to them: "This is the Paradise which you have inherited for what you used to
do.")

Destination of Righteous Believers

After Allah mentioned the condition of the miserable ones, He then mentioned the condition of

the happy ones, saying,
(laliall 1slae s 1 siale i)

(But those who believed, and worked righteousness) Their hearts have believed and they
performed good deeds with their limbs and senses, as compared to those who disbelieved in
the Ayat of Allah and were arrogant with them. Allah also said that embracing faith and
implementing it are easy, when He said,
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(But those who believed, and worked righteousness -- We burden not any person beyond his
scope -- such are the dwellers of Paradise. They will abide therein. And We shall remove from
their breasts any Ghill;) meaning, envy and hatred. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu S id Al-
Khudri said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(After the believers are saved from entering the Fire, they will be kept in wait by a bridge
between Paradise and Hellfire. Then, transgression that occurred between them in the life of
this world will be judged. Until, when they are purified and cleansed, they will be given
permission to enter Paradise. By He in Whose Hand is my soul! One of them will be able to find
his dwelling in Paradise more so than he did in the life of this world.) As-Suddi said about
Allah's statement,
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(And We shall remove from their breasts any Ghill; rivers flowing under them,) "When the
people of Paradise are taken to it, they will find a tree close to its door, and two springs from
under the trunk of that tree. They will drink from one of them, and all hatred will be removed
from their hearts, for it is the cleansing drink. They will take a bath in the other, and the
brightness of delight will radiate from their faces. Ever after, they will never have messy hair
or become dirty." An-Nasa'i and lbn Marduwyah (this being his wording) recorded that Abu
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Each of the people of Paradise will see his seat in the Fire and he will say, ~Had not Allah
guided me! And this will cause him to be grateful. Each of the people of the Fire will see his
seat in Paradise, and he will say, ~Might that Allah had guided me!' S it will be a cause of
anguish for him.) This is why when the believers are awarded seats in Paradise that belonged to
the people of the Fire, they will be told, "This is the Paradise that you inherited because of
what you used to do. " This means, because of your good deeds, you earned Allah's mercy and
thus entered Paradise and took your designated dwellingsin it, comparable to your deeds. This
isthe proper meaning here, for it isrecorded in the Two Sahihs that the Prophet said,

& Ale AN ) ;sﬁ SIRPASEN

(And know that the good deeds of one of you will not admit him into Paradise.) They said, "Not
even you, O Allah's Messenger" He said,
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(Not even I, unless Allah grantsit to me out of His mercy and favor.)
Mool A Gadal A aadal (534
k &;gjugju;u)uxc;uua;
m,j QT (‘;@_\.\.\ :;33; Qdfﬁ \)m u;

( O AS 5}% ad s \éﬁ 43 5 4D

(44. And the dwellers of Paradise will call out to the dwellers of the Fire (saying): "We have
indeed found true what our Lord had promised us; have you also found true what your Lord
promised (warned)" They shall say: "Yes." Then a crier will proclaim between them: "The curse
of Allah is on the wrongdoers.") (45. Those who hindered (men) from the path of Allah, and
would seek to make it crooked, and they were disbelieversin the Hereafter.)

N\

People of Hellfire will feel Anguish upon Anguish

Allah mentioned how the people of the Fire will be addressed, chastised and admonished when
they take their placesin the Fire,
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("We (dwellers of Paradise) have indeed found true what our Lord had promised us; have you
(dwellers of Hell) also found true what your Lord promised (warned)" They shall say: "Yes.") In
Qurat As-Saffat, Allah mentioned the one who had a disbelieving companion,
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(S0 he looked down and saw him in the midst of the Fire. He said: "By Allah! You have nearly
ruined me. Had it not been for the grace of my Lord, | would certainly have been among those
brought forth (to Hell)." (The dwellers of Paradise will say!) "Are we then not to die (any more)
Except our first death, and we shall not be punished”) 37:55-59 . Allah will punish the
disbeliever for the claims he used to utter in this life. The angels will also admonish the
disbelievers, saying,
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(This is the Fire which you used to belie. Is this magic or do you not see Taste you therein its
heat and whether you are patient of it or impatient of it, it is all the same. You are only being
requited for what you used to do) 52:14-16 . The Messenger of Allah admonished the
inhabitants of the well at Badr:
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(O Abu Jahl bin Hisham! O " Utbah bin Rabi' ah! O Shaybah bin Rabi® ah (and he called their
leaders by name)! Have you found what your Lord promised to be true (the Fire) | certainly
found what my Lord has promised me to be true (victory).) ~ Umar said, "O Allah's Messenger!
Do you address a people who have become rotten carrion" He said,
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(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You do not hear what | am saying better than they do, but
they cannot reply.) Allah's statement,

(A (sa Qa&)

(Then a crier will proclaim between them) will herald and announce,

(Oxalall e a1y 253 )

(The curse of Allah is on the wrongdoers) meaning, the curse will reside with the wrongdoers.
Allah then described them by saying,

(B Ghsais alll (Jul e () saiay (53l)

(Those who hindered (men) from the path of Allah, and would seek to make it crooked)
meaning, they hindered the people from following Allah's path, His Law, and what the Prophets
brought. They sought to make Allah's path appear crooked and winding, so that no one would

follow it. Allah said,
(03088 3LAYL a8 )



(and they were disbelievers in the Hereafter) They disbelieved in the Meeting with Allah in the
Hereafter, They used to deny this will ever occur, not accepting it nor believing in it. Thisis
why they used to discount the seriousness of the evil deeds and statements that they
committed, because they did not fear any reckoning or punishment. Therefore, they were and
are indeed the worst people in statement and action.
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(46. And between them will be a (barrier) screen and on Al-A raf will be men, who would
recognize all, by their marks. And they will call out to the dwellers of Paradise, "Peace be on
you" and at that time they will not yet have entered it (Paradise), but they will hope to enter
(it).) (47. And when their eyes will be turned towards the dwellers of the Fire, they will say:
"Qur Lord! Place us not with the people who are wrongdoers.")

The People of Al-A' raf

After Allah mentioned that the people of Paradise will address the people of the Fire, He
stated that there is a barrier between Paradise and the Fire, which prevents the people of the
Fire from reaching Paradise. Ibn Jarir said, "It is the wall that Allah described,
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(S0 a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and
outside it will be torment.) 57:13 It isalso about Al-A raf that Allah said,
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(and on Al-A’ raf will be men)." lon Jarir recorded that As-Quddi said about Allah's statement,

(Glaa Leginy)



(And between them will be a screen) "It is the wall, it is Al-A" raf." Mujahid said, "Al-A’raf is a
barrier between Paradise and the Fire, a wall that has a gate." lbn Jarir said, "Al-A’ raf is plural
for " Urf, where every elevated piece of land is known as * Urf to the Arabs.” As-Suddi said, "Al-
A raf is so named because its residents recognize (Ya' rifun) the people. Al-A’ raf's residents are
those whose good and bad deeds are equal, as Hudhayfah, lbn * Abbas, Ibn Mas' ud and several
of the Salaf and later generations said." Ibn Jarir recorded that Hudhayfah was asked about the
people of Al-A’ raf and he said, "A people whose good and bad deeds are equal. Their evil deeds
prevented them from qualifying to enter Paradise, and their good deeds qualified them to
avoid the Fire. Therefore, they are stopped there on the wall until Allah judges them." Ma" mar

said that Al-Hasan recited this Ayah,
/. R - - o0 & - - }. o~ o

(and at that time they will not yet have entered it (Paradise), but they will hope to enter (it).)
Then he said, "By Allah! Allah did not put this hope in their hearts, except for an honor that He
intends to bestow on them." Qatadah said; "Those who hope are those among you whom Allah
informed of their places." Allah said next,
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(And when their eyes will be turned towards the dwellers of the Fire, they will say: "Cur Lord!
Place us not with the people who are wrongdoers.") Ad-Dahhak reported that lon ™ Abbas said,
"When the people of Al-A'raf look at the people of the Fire and recognize them, they will
supplicate, ~ O Lord! Do not place us with the people who are wrongdoers.™
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(48. And the men on Al-A'raf will call unto the men whom they would recognize by their
marks, saying: "Of what benefit to you was your gathering, and your arrogance”) (49. "Are they
those, of whom you swore that Allah would never show them mercy (Behold! It has been said to
them): " Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve.") Allah states that the



people of Al-A’raf will admonish some of the chiefs of the idolators whom they recognize by

their marksin the Fire, saying,
(;m es:.c @c‘ Lq)

("Of what benefit to you was your gathering...") meaning, your great numbers,
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("...and your arrogance") This Ayah means, your great numbers and wealth did not save you

from Allah's torment. Rather, you are dwelling in His torment and punishment. " Ali bin Abi
Talhah reported from Ibn * Abbas,
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(Are they those, of whom you swore that Allah would never show them mercy) refers to the
people of Al-A’ raf who will be told when Allah decrees:

(05355 A1 ¥y Ko Lol Y Al 15180)

((Behold! It has been said to them): "Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you
grieve.")
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(50. And the dwellers of the Fire will call to the dwellers of Paradise: "Pour on us some water
or anything that Allah has provided you with." They will say: "Both (water and provision) Allah
has forbidden for the disbelievers.) (51. "Who took their religion as amusement and play, and



the life of the world deceived them." S this Day We shall forget them as they forgot their
meeting of this Day, and as they used to reject Qur Ayat.)

The Favors of paradise are Prohibited for the People of the Fire

Allah emphasizes the disgrace of the people of the Fire. They will ask the people of Paradise
for some of their drink and food, but they will not be given any of that. As-Suddi said,

°, £ g~ - - o £ % 2 - o £ “4%-
u‘ f\.\;l‘ g.\m‘ J\J\ g.\m‘ quhj)
2 I @ o £ I- - <04~ Y 1
(And the dwellers of the Fire will call to the dwellers of Paradise: "Pour on us some water or
anything that Allah has provided you with.") "That is food". Ath-Thawri said that * Uthman Ath-

Thaqgafi said that Sa" id bin Jubayr commented on this Ayah, "One of them will call his father or
brother, " | have been burned, so pour some water on me.' The believers will be asked to reply,

(CASY o Wi 4l &)

("Both Allah has forbidden to the disbelievers.")" * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that,

(A8 e Geta alll &)

("Both Allah has forbidden to the disbelievers.") "Refers to the food and drink of Paradise.”
Allah describes the disbelievers by what they used to do in this life, taking the religion as
amusement and play, and being deceived by this life and its adornment, rather than working
for the Hereafter as Allah commanded,

(1 sy 28] 1505 U i 2754)

(So this Day We shall forget them as they forgot their meeting of this Day) meaning, Allah will
treat them asif He has forgotten them. Certainly, nothing escapes Allah's perfect watch and He
never forgets anything. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(In a Record. My Lord neither errs nor forgets) 20:52 Allah said -- that He will forget them on
that Day -- as just recompense for them, because,
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(They have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten them) 9:67
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(Like this: Qur Ayat came unto you, but you disregarded them, and so this Day, you will be
neglected) 20:126 and,
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(And it will be said: "This Day We will forget you as you forgot the meeting of this Day of
yours.") 45:34 Al-° Awfi reported that Ibn ® Abbas commented on,

(118 mew'sy 28 1 505 L it 2758)

(So this Day We shall forget them as they forgot their meeting of this Day) "Allah will forget the
good about them, but not their evil." And " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn "~ Abbas said,
"We shall forsake them as they have forsaken the meeting of this Day of theirs." Mujahid said,
"We shall leave them in the Fire." As-Suddi said, "We shall leave them from any mercy, just as
they left any action on behalf of the meeting on this Day of theirs." It is recorded in the Sahih
that Allah will say to the servant on the Day of Resurrection:
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("Have | not gotten you married Have | not honored you Have | not made horses and camels
subservient for you and allowed you to become a leader and a master” He will say, "Yes." Allah
will say, "Did you think that you will meet Me" He will say, "No." Allah the Exalted will say,
" Then this Day, | will forget you as you have forgotten Me.")
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(52. Certainly, We have brought to them a Book (the Qur'an) which We have explained in detail
with knowledge, a guidance and a mercy to a people who believe.) (53. Await they just for the
final fulfillment of the event On the Day the event is finally fulfilled, those who neglected it
before will say: "Verily, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth, now are there any
intercessors for us that they might intercede on our behalf Or could we be sent back (to the
first life of the world) so that we might do (good) deeds other than those (evil) deeds which we
used to do" Verily, they have lost themselves and that which they used to fabricate has gone
away from them.)

° &~ 0 - -

The Idolators have no Excuse

Allah states that He has left no excuse for the idolators, for He has sent to them the Book that
the Messenger came with, and which is explained in detail,

(Clnd 23 4450 Lol L)

((This is) a Book, the Ayat whereof are perfected (in every sphere of knowledge), and then

explained in detail ) 11:1 Allah said next,
( ] S/ 2 1]& »‘)

(We have explained in detail with knowledge) meaning, ~ We have perfect knowledge of what
We explained in it'. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(He has sent it down with His Knowledge,) 4:166 The meaning here is that after Allah
mentioned the loss the idolators end up with in the Hereafter, He stated that He has indeed
sent Prophets and revealed Books in thislife, thus leaving no excuse for them. Allah also said;

y L - /:. - 07 g/‘/ /. 2 Q u/
(And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to give warning).) 17:15 This is why

Allah said here,
(LG Y oy shhan a)

(Await they just for the final fulfillment of the event) in reference to what they were promised
of torment, punishment, the Fire; or Paradise, according to Mujahid and several others.

(L6 U2
(On the Day the event isfinally fulfilled,) on the Day of Resurrection, accordingto Ibn ™ Abbas,

(OB (0 gm0l Js)

(those who neglected it before will say) those who ignored it in this life and neglected abiding
by itsimplications will say,

o o 0 534 5, U el 9
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("Verily, the Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth, now are there any intercessors for
us that they might intercede on our behalf") so that we are saved from what we ended up in.

(5)

("Or could we be sent back"), to the first life,
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("So that we might do (good) deeds other than those (evil) deeds which we used to do"). This
part of the Ayah is similar to Allah's statement,
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(If you could but see when they will be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that we
were but sent back! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we would be of the
believers!" Nay, it has become manifest to them what they had been concealing before. But if
they were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert to that which they were
forbidden. And indeed they are liars) 6:27-28 Allah said here,
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(Verily, they have lost themselves and that which they used to fabricate has gone away from
them.) meaning, they destroyed themselves by entering the Fire for eternity,

(O 158 W agie i)

(And that which they used to fabricate has gone away from them.) What they used to worship
instead of Allah abandoned them and will not intercede on their behalf, aid them or save them
from their fate.
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(54. Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in Sx Days, and then
He rose over (Istawa) the Throne. He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it
rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars subjected to His command. Surely, Hisis
the creation and commandment. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all that exists!)

The Universe was created in Six Days

Allah states that He created the universe, the heavens and earth and all that is in, on and
between them in six days, as He has stated in several Ayat in the Qur'an. These six days are:
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. On Friday, the entire creation was
assembled and on that day, Adam was created. There is a difference of opinion whether these
days were the same as our standard days as suddenly comes to the mind, or each day
constitutes one thousand years, as reported from Mujahid, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, and from
Ibn " Abbas according to Ad-Dahhak’s narration from him. As for Saturday, no creation took
place in it since it is the seventh day of (of the week). The word * As-Sabt' means stoppage, or
break. Imam Ahmad recorded Abu Hurayrah saying: * Allah's Messenger told me:
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. (Allah created the dust on Saturday, and He created the mountains on SQunday, and He
created the trees on Monday, and He created the unpleasant things on Tuesday and He created
the light on Wednesday and He spread the creatures through out it on Thursday and He created
Adam after ~ Asr on Friday. He was the last created during the last hour of Friday, between
" Asr and the night.)



Meaning of Istawa

As for Allah's statement,

(Uil e sl &)

(and then He rose over (Istawa) the Throne) the people had several conflicting opinions over its
meaning. However, we follow the way that our righteous predecessors took in this regard, such
as Malik, Al-Awza’ i, Ath-Thawri, Al-Layth bin S&a° d, Ash-Safi’ i, Ahmad, Ishaq bin Rahwayh and
the rest of the scholars of Islam, in past and present times. Surely, we accept the apparent
meaning of, Al-Istawa, without discussing its true essence, equating it (with the attributes of
the creation), or altering or denying it (in any way or form). We also believe that the meaning
that comes to those who equate Allah with the creation isto be rejected, for nothing is similar

(L) jalall by 5055 A ()

(There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.) 42:11 Indeed, we assert
and affirm what the Imams said, such as Nu” aym bin Hammad Al-Khuza'i, the teacher of Imam
Al-Bukhari, who said, "Whoever likens Allah with His creation, will have committed Kufr.
Whoever denies what Allah has described Himself with, will have committed Kufr. Certainly,
there is no resemblance (of Allah with the creation) in what Allah and His Messenger have
described Him with. Whoever attests to Allah's attributes that the plain Ayat and authentic
Hadiths have mentioned, in the manner that suits Allah's majesty, all the while rejecting all
shortcomings from Him, will have taken the path of guidance.”

The Day and the Night are among the Signs of Allah

Allah said,

(Gia aathy Dl B ax)

(He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly,) meaning, the darkness goes
away with the light, and the light goes away with the darkness. Each of them seeks the other
rapidly, and does not come late, for when this vanishes, the other comes, and vice versa. Allah
also said;
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(And a sign for them is the night. We withdraw therefrom the day, and behold, they are in
darkness. And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed). That is the decree of the
All-Mighty, the All-Knowing. And the moon, We have measured for it mansions (to traverse) till

it returns like the old dried curved date stalk. It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor
does the night outstrip the day. They all float, each in an orbit.) 36:37-40 Allah's statement,

- é }.. - 2 a0 y/
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(Nor does the night outstrip the day) 36:40 means, the night follows the day in succession
and does not come later or earlier than it should be. Thisiswhy Allah said here,

s o sl s el Ui Aa)
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(seeking it rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars subjected to His command.)
meaning, all are under His command, will and dominion. Allah alerted us afterwards,

BRI NEIRY

(Surely, Hisisthe creation and commandment) the dominion and the decision. Allah said next,

(Laalad £, 00 )

(Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the all that exists!) which is similar to the Ayah,
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(Blessed be He Who has placed in the heaven big stars) 25:61 Abu Ad-Darda’ said a
supplication, that was also attributed to the Prophet ,
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(O Allah! Yours is all the kingdom, all the praise, and Yours is the ownership of all affairs. | ask
You for all types of good and seek refuge with You from all types of evil.)
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(55. Invoke your Lord Tadarru® an and Khufyah. He likes not the aggressors.) (56. And do not do

mischief on the earth, after it has been set in order, and invoke Him with fear and hope.
Surely, Allah's mercy is (ever) near unto the good-doers.)

%

Encouraging supplicating to Allah

Allah commands His servants to supplicate to Him, for this will ensure their welfare in this life

and the Hereafter. Allah said,
ook - "
(4_\5; ?S‘J 1}9 J\)

(Invoke your Lord Tadarru® an and Khufyah) meaning, in humbleness and humility. Allah said in
a similar Ayah,



(cludd 8 L7y K3V

(And remember your Lord within yourself) 7:205 It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu
Musa Al-Ash’ ari said, "The people raised their voices with supplications but the Messenger of
Allah said,
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(O people! Take it easy on yourselves. Verily, you are not calling one who is deaf or absent,
rather, the One you are calling is All-Hearer, Near (to His servants by His knowledge).) lbn Jarir

said that,
z & - 4
(e =)

(;- “a 8 - )
(and Khufyah), with the humbleness in your hearts and certainty of His Oneness and Lordship
not supplicating loudly to show off.

(Tadarru™ an), means obeying Him in humility and humbleness,

Forbidding Aggression in Supplications

It was reported that "~ Ata' Al-Khurasani narrated from lbn "~ Abbas, who said about Allah's
statement,

- &0 2 & 2 2 g
(He likes not the aggressors) "In the Du” a' and otherwise." Abu Mijlaz commented on,
- Go 2 & 2 2 g
(Ol Cany Y 43))

(He likes not the aggressors), "Quch (aggression) as asking to reach the grade of the Prophets.”
Imam Ahmad narrated that Abu Ni' amah said that "~ Abdullah bin Mughaffal heard his son
supplicating, "O Allah! | ask you for the white castle on the right side of Paradise, if | enter it."



S " Abdullah said, "O my son! Ask Allah for Paradise and seek refuge with Him from the Fire,
for | heard the Messenger of Allah saying,

«sehalls sledll 8 () 3 o8 () Ky

(There will come some people who transgress in supplication and purification)" Ibn Majah and
Abu Dawud recorded this Hadith with a good chain that there is no harm in, and Allah knows
best.

The Prohibition of causing Mischief in the Land

Allah said next,

~ ) \/o/ .o’ﬂy\ .1} a‘iy/
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(And do not do mischief on the earth, after it has been set in order) 5:56 . Allah prohibits
causing mischief on the earth, especially after it has been set in order. When the affairs are in
order and then mischief occurs, it will cause maximum harm to the people; thus Allah forbids

causing mischief and ordained worshipping Him, supplicating to Him, begging Him and being
humble to Him. Allah said,

(Gda’s BTsa o 52 31'5)

(and invoke Him with fear and hope) fearing what He has of severe torment and hoping in what
He has of tremendous reward. Allah then said,

(Ol Cpe Sy 8 all) o) ()

(Surely, Allah's mercy is (ever) near unto the good-doers) meaning, His mercy is for the good-
doers who obey His commands and avoid what He prohibited. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And My mercy envelopes all things. That (mercy) | shall ordain for those who who have

Taqwa.) 7:156 . Matar Al-Warraq said, "Earn Allah's promise by obeying Him, for He ordained
that His mercy is near to the good-doers. " Ion Abi Hatim collected this statement.
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(57. And it is He Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy (rain).
Till when they have carried a heavy-laden cloud, We drive it to a land that is dead, then We
cause water (rain) to descend thereon. Then We produce every kind of fruit therewith.
Smilarly, We shall raise up the dead, so that you may remember or take heed.) (58. The
vegetation of a good land comes forth (easily) by the permission of its Lord; and that which is

bad, brings forth nothing but (a little) with difficulty. Thus do We explain variously the Ayat for
a people who give thanks.)

\t \
.

Among Allah's Signs, He sends down the Rain and brings forth the
Produce

After Allah stated that He created the heavens and earth and that He is the Owner and
Possessor of the affairs Who makes things subservient (for mankind), He ordained that He be
invoked in Du” a, for He is able to do all things. Allah also stated that He is the Sustainer and
He resurrects the dead on the Day of Resurrection. Here, Allah said that He sends the wind that
spreads the clouds that are laden with rain. Allah said in another Ayah,

Lo~ 2 - o A £ w (- ©° -
(And among His signs is this, that He sends the winds with glad tidings) 30:46 . Allah's
statement,

() 2 o)

(going before His mercy) means, before the rain. Allah also said;
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(And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have despaired, and spreads His mercy. And
He is AI-Wali (the Guardian), Al-Hamid (the praiseworthy) 42:28 and,
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(Look then at the results of Allah's mercy, how He revives the earth after its death. Verily, that
is the one Who shall indeed raise the dead, and He is able to do all things) 30:50 . Allah
said next,
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(Till when they have carried a heavy-laden cloud) when the wind carries clouds that are heavy
with rain, and this is why these clouds are heavy, close to the earth, and their color is dark.

Allah's statement,
o 2@ “y & LS8
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(We drive it to a land that is dead) that is, a dry land that does not have any vegetation. This
Ayah is similar to another Ayah,
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(And a sign for them isthe dead land. We give it life) 36:33 . Thisiswhy Allah said here,
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(Then We produce every kind of fruit therewith. Smilarly, We shall raise up the dead.)
meaning, just as We bring life to dead land, We shall raise up the dead on the Day of
Resurrection, after they have disintegrated. Allah will send down rain from the sky and the rain
will pour on the earth for forty days. The corpses will then be brought up in their graves, just
as the seeds become grow in the ground (on receiving rain). Allah often mentions this similarity
in the Qur'an when He gives the example of what will happen on the Day of Resurrection, and

bringing life to dead land,
(019 8 2801
(so that you may remember or take heed.) Allah's statement,

(43, oAl A48 770 Ludal) ALY

(The vegetation of a good land comes forth (easily) by the permission of its Lord;) meaning, the
good land produces its vegetation rapidly and proficiently. Allah said in another Ayah (about

Maryam, mother of " Isa, peace be upon him);
z7 - RS AR RSN i
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(He made her grow in a good manner.) 3:37 The Ayah continues,
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(and that which is bad, brings forth nothing but with difficulty.) Mujahid, and others such as
As-Sbakh, etc. also said this. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Musa said that the Messenger of
Allah said,
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(The parable of the guidance and knowledge with which Allah has sent me is that of an
abundant rain falling on a land, some of which was fertile soil that absorbed rain water and
brought forth vegetation and grass in abundance. And another portion of it was hard and held
the rain water; and Allah benefited the people with it, they utilized it for drinking, making
their animals drink from it, and for irrigation of the land for cultivation. And a portion of it was
barren which could neither hold the water nor bring forth vegetation. The first is the example
of the person who comprehends Allah's religion and gets benefit which Allah sent me with, by
learnign and teaching others. The last example is that of a person who does not care for it and
does not accept the guidance Allah sent me with.)
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(59. Indeed, We sent Nuh to his people and he said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no
other god but Him. Certainly, | fear for you the torment of a Great Day!") (60. The leaders of
his people said: "Verily, we see you in plain error.”) (61. Nuh said: "O my people! There is no
error in me, but | am a Messenger from the Lord of all that exists!) (62. | convey unto you the
Messages of my Lord and give sincere advice to you. And | know from Allah what you know
not.")

The Story of Nuh and His People

After Allah mentioned the story of Adam in the beginning of this Surah, He started mentioning
the stories of the Prophets, the first then the latter of them. Allah mentioned the story of Nuh,
because he was the first Messenger Allah sent to the people of the earth after Adam. His name



was Nuh bin Lamak bin Matushalakh bin Khanukh. And Khanukh was, as they claim, the Prophet
Idris. And Idris was the first person to write letters using pen, and he was the son of Barad bin
Mahlil, bin Qanin bin Yanish bin Sith bin Adam, upon them all be peace. This lineage is
mentioned by Muhammad bin Ishag and other Imams who document lineage. ~ Abdullah bin
" Abbas and several other scholars of Tafsir said that the first idol worship began when some
righteous people died and their people built places of worship over their graves. They made
images of them so that they could remember their righteousness and devotion, and thus,
imitate them. When time passed, they made statues of them and later on worshipped these
idols, naming them after the righteous people: Wadd, Suwa’, Yaghuth, Ya uq and Nasr. After
this practice became popular, Allah sent Nuh as a Messenger, all thanks are due to Him. Nuh
commanded his people to worship Allah alone without partners, saying,
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("O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other god but Him. Certainly, | fear for you the
torment of a Great Day!") the torment of the Day of Resurrection, if you meet Allah while

associating others with Him.
(4e’sf e Sl JB)

(The leaders of his people said) meaning, the general public, chiefs, commanders and great

ones of his people said,
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("Verily, we see you in plain error") because of your calling us to abandon the worship of these
idols that we found our forefathers worshipping. This, indeed, isthe attitude of evil people, for
they consider the righteous people to be following misguidance. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And when they saw them, they said: "Verily, these have indeed gone astray!") 83:32 and,
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(And those who disbelieve say of those who believe: "Had it been a good thing, they (the weak
and poor) would not have preceded us thereto!" And when they have not let themselves be
guided by it (this Qur'an), they say: "This is an ancient lie!") 46:11 There are several other
Ayat on this subject.
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( Nuh said: "O my people! There is no error in me, but | am a Messenger from the Lord of all

that exists!") meaning, there is nothing wrong with me, but | am a Messenger from the Lord of
all that exists, Lord and King of all things,

A e ety &I Ry ) call ) 28L)
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("I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord and give sincere advice to you. And | know from
Allah what you know not.") This is the attribute of a Messenger, that he conveys using plain,
yet eloquent words, offers sincere advice and is knowledgeable about Allah; indeed, no other
people can compete with the Prophets in this regard. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that the

Messenger of Allah said to his Companions on the Day of * Arafah, when their gathering was as
large asit ever was,
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(O people! You will be asked about me, so what will you say) They said, "We testify that you
have conveyed and delivered (the Message) and offered sincere advice." So he kept raising his
finger to the sky and lowering it towards them, saying,

@25 aglll 255 2l

(O Allah! Bear witness, O Allah! Bear witness.)
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(63. "Do you wonder that there has come to you a Reminder from your Lord through a man from
among you, that he may warn you, so that you may fear Allah and that you may receive (His)
mercy") (64. But they belied him, so We saved him and those along with him in the Fulk, and

We drowned those who belied Our Ayat. They were indeed a blind people.) Allah said that Nuh
proclaimed to his people,

(o do - - T)
("Do you wonder..."), do not wonder because of this. Qurely, it is not strange that Allah sends

down revelation to a man among you as mercy, kindness and compassion for you, so that he
warns you that you may avoid Allah's torment by associating none with Him,
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(But they belied him) but they insisted on rejecting and opposing him, and only a few of them
believed in him, as Allah stated in another Ayah. Allah said next,
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(So We saved him and those along with him in the Fulk) the ark,
(Ll 1538 () 1)
(And We drowned those who belied Qur Ayat. ) Allah said in another Ayah,
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("and that you may receive (His) mercy.") Allah said,



(Because of their sins they were drowned, then they were admitted into the Fire. And they
found none to help them instead of Allah.) 71:25 Allah said,

(Cee L 188 55
(They were indeed a blind people.) meaning, blind from the Truth, unable to recognize it or

find their way to it. Here, Allah said that He has taken revenge from His enemies and saved His
Messenger and those who believed in him, while destroying their disbelieving enemies. Allah

said in a another Ayah,
3 G 4 SRR
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(Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers) 40:51 . This is Allah's Sunnah (way)
with His servants, in this life and the Hereafter, that the good end, victory and triumph is for
those who fear Him. For example, Allah destroyed the people of Nuh, and saved Nuh and his
believing followers. lon Wahb said that he was told that Ibn * Abbas said that eighty men were
saved with Nuh in the ship, one of them was Jurhum, who spoke Arabic. lbn Abi Hatim
collected this statement, which was also narrated with a continuous chain of narration from Ibn
" Abbas.
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(65. And to " Ad (the people, We sent) their brother Hud. He said: "O my people! Worship Allah!
You have no other god but Him. Will you then not have Tagwa") (66. The leaders of those who



disbelieved among his people said: "Verily, we see you in foolishness, and verily, we think you
are one of the liars.") (67. (Hud) said: "O my people! There is no foolishness in me, but (I am) a
Messenger from the Lord of all that exists!) (68. "I convey unto you the Messages of my Lord,
and | am a trustworthy adviser (or well-wisher) for you.) (69. "Do you wonder that there has
come to you a Reminder (and an advice) from your Lord through a man from among you to
warn you And remember that He made you successors (generations after generations) after the
people of Nuh and increased you amply in stature. So remember the graces (bestowed upon
you) from Allah so that you may be successful.")

The Story of Hud, Peace be upon Him, and the Lineage of the
People of = Ad

Allah says, just as We sent Nuh to his people, similarly, to the * Ad people, We sent Hud one of
their own brethren. Muhammad bin Ishaq said that the tribe of * Ad were the descendants of
“Ad, son of Iram, son of ~Aws, son of Sam, son of Nuh. | say, these are indeed the ancient
people of * Ad whom Allah mentioned, the children of ~ Ad, son of Iram who were living in the
deserts with lofty pillars or statues. Allah said,
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(Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with *~ Ad (people). Of Iram like (lofty) pillars. The like

of which were not created in the land) 89:6-8 because of their might and strength. Allah said
in another instance,
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(Asfor * Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and they said: "Who is mightier than
usin strength" See they not that Allah Who created them was mightier in strength than them.
And they used to deny Qur Ayat!) 41:15 .

The Land of * Ad

The people of * Ad lived in Yemen, in the area of Ahgaf, which means sand mounds. Muhammad
bin Ishaq narrated that Abu At-Tufayl * Amir bin Wathilah said that he heard " Ali (bin Abi Talib)
saying to a man from Hadramawt (in Yemen), "Have you seen a red sand mound, where there
are a lot of Arak and Lote trees in the area of so-and-so in Hadramawt Have you seen it" He
said, "Yes, O Commander of the faithful! By Allah, you described it as if you have seen it



before." " Ali said, " | have not seen it, but it was described to me." The man asked, "What
about it, O Commander of the faithful" * Ali said, "There is the grave of Hud, peace be upon
him, in its vicinity." lbn Jarir recorded this statement, which gives the benefit of indicating
that * Ad used to live in Yemen, since Prophet Hud was buried there. Prophet Hud was among
the noble men and chiefs of " Ad, for Allah chose the Messengers from among the best, most
honorable families and tribes. Hud's people were mighty and strong, but their hearts were
mighty and hard, for they were among the most denying of Truth among the nations. Prophet
Hud called * Ad to worship Allah alone without partners, and to obey and fear Him.

Debate between Hud and his People

(4'sh 3o 15155 Cpall SL) 8)

(The leaders of those who disbelieved among his people said...) meaning, the general public,
chiefs, masters and commanders of his people said,
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("Verily, we see you in foolishness, and verily, we think you are one of the liars") meaning, you
are misguided because you call us to abandon worshipping the idols in order to worship Allah
Alone. Smilarly, the chiefs of Quraysh wondered at the call to worship One God, saying,
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("Has he (Muhammad) made the gods (all) into One God") 38:5 .
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((Hud) said: "O my people! There is no foolishness in me, but (I am) a Messenger from the Lord

of all that exists!") Hud said, | am not as you claim. Rather, | brought you the Truth from Allah,
Who created everything, and He is the Lord and King of all things,

(Cpel oald 2G5y en i eS*L
("l convey unto you the Messages of my Lord, and | am a trustworthy adviser for you. ") These,
indeed, are the qualities of the Prophets: conveying, sincerity and honesty,
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("Do you wonder that there has come to you a Reminder from your Lord through a man from
among you to warn you") Prophet Hud said, do not wonder because Allah sent a Messenger to

you from among yourselves to warn you about Allah's Days (His torment) and meeting with Him.
Rather than wondering, you should thank Allah for this bounty.
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("And remember that He made you successors (generations after generations) after the people

of Nuh...") meaning, remember Allah's favor on you in that He made you among the offspring of
Nuh, because of whose supplication Allah destroyed the people of the earth after they defied

and opposed him.
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("and increased you amply in stature.") making you taller than other people. Smilarly, Allah
said in the description of Talut (Saul),

(mmadls aladl 8 31a 53V5')
(And has increased him abundantly in knowledge and stature.) 2:247 Hud continued,

("So remember the graces (bestowed upon you) from Allah. ") in reference to Allah's favors and

blessings
(/. 2 Sa‘i o sj/ 3)
("so that you may be successful.")
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(70. They said: "You have come to us that we should worship Allah Alone and forsake that
which our fathers used to worship. So bring us that wherewith you have threatened us if you
are of the truthful.") (71. (Hud) said: "Rjs (torment) and wrath have already fallen on you from
your Lord. Dispute you with me over names which you have named -- you and your fathers --
with no authority from Allah Then wait, | am with you among those who wait.") (72. So We
saved him and those who were with him out of mercy from Us, and We severed the roots of
those who belied Our Ayat; and they were not believers.)

Allah mentions the rebellion, defiance and stubbornness of Hud's
people, and their opposition to him, peace be upon him,
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(They said: "You have come to us that we should worship Allah Alone") Later on, the
disbelievers of Quraysh said,
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(And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed)
from You, then rain down stones on us from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.")
Muhammad bin Ishaq said that the people of Hud used to worship several idols, such as Suda/,
Samud and Al-Haba'. Thisis why Hud, peace be upon him, said to them,
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("Rijs and wrath have already fallen on you from your Lord.") you deserve " Rijs from your Lord
because of what you said. Ibn " Abbas said that, " Rijs, means scorn and anger.
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("Dispute you with me over names which you have named -- you and your fathers") 7:71 . Hud
said, do you dispute with me over these idols that you and your fathers made gods, even

though they do not bring harm or benefit; did Allah give you authority or proof allowing you to
worship them Hud further said,
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("with no authority from Allah Then wait, | am with you among those who wait.") this is a
threat and warning from the Messenger to his people.

The End of * Ad
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(S0 We saved him and those who were with him out of mercy from Us, and We severed the
roots of those who belied QOur Ayat; and they were not believers.) Allah mentioned several
times in the Qur'an, the way the people of * Ad were destroyed stating that He sent a barren
wind that destroyed everything it passed by. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And as for ~ Ad, they were destroyed by a furious violent wind! They were subjected to it for

seven nights and eight days in succession, so that you could see men lying overthrown

(destroyed), as if they were hollow trunks of date palms! Do you see any remnants of them)

69:6-8 When " Ad rebelled and transgressed, Allah destroyed them with a strong wind that

carried them, one by one, up in the air and brought each one of them down on his head, thus
smashing his head and severing it from its body. Thisis why Allah said,
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(as if they were hollow trunks of date palms!) 69:7 Muhammad bin Ishaq said that * Ad used
to live in Yemen between Oman and Hadramawt. They also spread throughout the land and
defeated various peoples, because of the strength that Allah gave them. They used to worship
idols instead of Allah, and Allah sent to them Prophet Hud, peace be upon him. He was from
their most common lineage and was the best among them in status. Hud commanded them to
worship Allah Alone and associate none with him. He also ordered them to stop committing
injustice against the people. But they rejected him and ignored his call. They said, “Who is
stronger than us Some of them, however, followed Hud, although they were few and had to
conceal their faith. When * Ad defied the command of Allah, rejected His Prophet, committed
mischief in the earth, became arrogant and built high palaces on every high place -- without
real benefit to them -- Hud spoke to them, saying,
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("Do you build high palaces on every high place, while you do not live in them And do you get
for yourselves palaces (fine buildings) as if you will live therein forever. And when you seize
(somebody), seize you (him) as tyrants Have Tagwa of Allah, and obey me.") 26:128-131
However,
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(They said: "O Hud! No evidence have you brought us, and we shall not leave our gods for your
(mere) saying! And we are not believers in you. All that we say is that some of our gods have
seized you with evil.") meaning, madness,
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(He said: "I call Allah to witness, and bear you witness that | am free from that which you
associate with Him. So plot against me, all of you, and give me no respite. | put my trust in
Allah, my Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving creature but He has the grasp of its
forelock. Verily, my Lord is on the straight path (the truth).") 11:53-56 ."

Story of the Emissary of = Ad

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Harith Al-Bakri said: "I went to the Messenger of Allah to
complain to him about Al-" Ala bin Al-Hadrami. When | passed by the area of Ar-Rabdhah, |
found an old woman from Bani Tamim who was alone in that area. She said to me, "O servant
of Allah! | need to reach the Messenger of Allah to ask him for some of my needs, will you take
me to him" S | took her along with me to Al-Madinah and found the Masjid full of people. | also
found a black flag raised high, while Bilal was holding a sword before the Messenger of Allah . |
asked, "What is the matter with the people" They said, "The Prophet intends to send * Amr bin
Al-" As (on a military expedition) somewhere." So | sat down. When the Prophet went to his
house, | asked for permission to see him, and he gave me permission. | entered and greeted
him. He said, "Was there a dispute between you and Bani Tamim" | said, "Yes. And we had been
victorious over them. | passed by an old woman from Bani Tamim, who was alone, and she
asked me to bring her to you, and she is at the door". S he allowed her in and | said, "O Allah's
Messenger! What if you make a barrier between us and (the tribe of) Bani Tamim, such as Ad-
Dahna' (Desert)" The old woman became angry and opposed me. So | said, "My example is the
example of a sheep that carried its own destruction. | carried this woman and did not know



that she was an opponent. | seek refuge with Allah and His Messenger that | become like the
emissary of ~ Ad.' So the Prophet asked me about the emissary of * Ad, having better knowledge
in it, but he liked to hear the story again. | said, "Once, ~ Ad suffered from a famine and they
sent an emissary to get relief , whose name was Qayl. Qayl passed by Mu™ awiyah bin Bakr and
stayed with him for a month. Mu™ awiyah supplied him with alcoholic drinks, and two female
singers were singing for him. When a month ended, Qayl went to the mountains of Muhrah and
said, * O Allah! You know that | did not come here to cure an ill person or to ransom a prisoner.
O Allah! Give " Ad water as You used to." So black clouds came and he was called, *~ Choose
which one of them you wish (to go to "~ Ad)!" So he pointed to one of the black clouds and he
heard someone proclaiming from it, " Take it, as ashes that will leave none in * Ad." And it has
been conveyed to me that the wind sent to them was no more than what would pass through
thisring of mine, but it destroyed them." Abu Wa'il said, "That is true. When a man or a woman
would send an emissary, they would tell him, “Do not be like the emissary of ~Ad (bringing
disaster and utter destruction to them instead of relief).," Imam Ahmad collected this story in
the Musnad. At-Tirmidhi recorded similar wording for it, as did An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah.
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(73. And to Thamud (people, We sent) their brother Salih. He said: "O my people! Worship
Allah! You have no other god but Him. Indeed there has come to you a clear sign from your
Lord. This she-camel of Allah is a sign unto you; so you leave her to graze in Allah's earth, and
touch her not with harm, lest a painful torment should seize you.) (74. And remember when He
made you successors (generations) after *~ Ad and gave you habitationsin the land, you build for
yourselves palaces in plains, and carve out homes in the mountains. So remember the graces
(bestowed upon you) from Allah, and do not go about making mischief on the earth.) (75. The
leaders of those who were arrogant among his people said to those who were counted weak --
to such of them as believed: "Know you that Salih is one sent from his Lord." They said: "We
indeed believe in that with which he has been sent.") (76. Those who were arrogant said:
"Verily, we disbelieve in that which you believe in.") (77. S they killed the she-camel and
insolently defied the commandment of their Lord, and said: "O Salih! Bring about your threats
if you are indeed one of the Messengers (of Allah).") (78. S the earthquake seized them, and
they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes.)

Thamud: Their Land and Their Lineage

Scholars of Tafsir and genealogy say that (the tribe of Thamud descended from) Thamud bin
" Athir bin Iram bin Sam bin Nuh, and he is brother of Jadis son of * Athir, similarly the tribe of
Tasm, and they were from the ancient Arabs, Al-" Aribah, before the time of Ibrahim, Thamud
came after ~ Ad. They dwelled between the area of the Hijaz (Western Arabia) and Ash-Sham
(Greater Syria). The Messenger of Allah passed by the area and ruins of Thamud when he went
to Tabuk (in northern Arabia) during the ninth year of Hijrah. Imam Ahmad recorded that lbn
" Umar said, "When the Messenger of Allah went to the area of Al-Hijr in Tabuk with the people,
he camped near the homes of Thamud, in Al-Hijr and the people brought water from the wells
that Thamud used before. They used that water to make dough and placed the pots (on fire)
for cooking. However, the Prophet commanded them to spill the contents of the pots and to
give the dough to their camels. He then marched forth with them from that area to another
area, near the well that the camel (as will follow) used to drink from. He forbade the
Companions from entering the area where people were tormented, saying,
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(I fear that what befell them might befall you as well. Therefore, do not enter on them.)"
Ahmad narrated that ~ Abdullah bin ~ Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said while in the
Hijr area,
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(Do not enter on these who were tormented, unless you do so while crying. If you are not

crying, then do not enter on them, so that what befell them does not befall you, as well.) The
basis of this Hadith is mentioned in Two Sahihs.

The Story of Prophet Salih and Thamud

Allah said,

(55 1)

(And to Thamud), meaning, to the tribe of Thamud, We sent their brother Salih,
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(He said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other god but Him.") All Allah's Messengers
called to the worship of Allah alone without partners. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): "None has the
right to be worshipped but |, so worship Me.") 21:25 and,
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(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah
(Alone), and avoid Taghut (all false deities)"”) 16:36 .



Thamud asked that a Camel appear from a Stone, and it did

Prophet Salih said,
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("Indeed there has come to you a clear sign from your Lord. This she-camel of Allah is a sign
unto you;") meaning, a miracle has come to you from Allah testifying to the truth of what |
came to you with. Slih's people asked him to produce a miracle and suggested a certain solid
rock that they chose, which stood lonely in the area of Hijr, and which was called Al-Katibah.
They asked him to bring a pregnant camel out of that stone. Salih took their covenant and
promises that if Allah answers their challenge, they would believe and follow him. When they
gave him their oaths and promises to that, Salih started praying and invoked Allah (to produce
that miracle). All of a sudden, the stone moved and broke apart, producing a she-camel with
thick wool. It was pregnant and its fetus was visibly moving in its belly, exactly as Salih's
people asked. This is when their chief, Jundu” bin ~Amr, and several who followed him
believed. The rest of the noblemen of Thamud wanted to believe as well, but Dhu'ab bin * Amr
bin Labid, Al-Habbab, who tended their idols, and Rabbab bin Sum’ ar bin Jilhis stopped them.
One of the cousins of Jundu™ bin * Amr, whose name was Shihab bin Khalifah bin Mkhlat bin
Labid bin Jawwas, was one of the leaders of Thamud, and he also wanted to accept the
message. However, the chiefs whom we mentioned prevented him, and he conceded to their
promptings. The camel remained in Thamud, as well as, its offspring after she delivered it
before them. The camel used to drink from its well on one day and leave the well for Thamud

the next day. They also used to drink its milk, for on the days she drank water, they used to
milk her and fill their containers from its milk. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And inform them that the water is to be shared between (her and) them, each one's right to
drink being established (by turns)) 54:28 and,

(poslae plon Gl 2815 T LT 480 o2 a)

(Here is a she-camel: it has a right to drink (water), and you have a right to drink (water)
(each) on a day, known) 26:155 The camel used to graze in some of their valleys, going
through a pass and coming out through another pass. She did that so as to be able to move
easily, because she used to drink a lot of water. She was a tremendous animal that had a
strikingly beautiful appearance. When she used to pass by their cattle, the cattle would be
afraid of her. When this matter continued for a long time and Thamud's rejection of Salih
became intense, they intended to kill her so that they could take the water for themselves
every day. It was said that all of them (the disbelievers of Thamud) conspired to kill the camel.
Qatadah said that he was told that, "The designated killer of the camel approached them all,



including women in their rooms and children, and found out that all of them agreed to kill her."
This fact is apparent from the wording of the Ayat,
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(Then they denied him and they killed it. So their Lord destroyed them because of their sin,
and made them equal in destruction!) 91:14 | and,
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(And We sent the she-camel to Thamud as a clear sign, but they did her wrong.) 17:59 Allah
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(S0 they killed the she-camel) Therefore, these Ayat stated that the entire tribe shared in
agreeing to this crime, and Allah knows best.

Thamud kills the She-Camel

Imam Abu Ja’ far Ibn Jarir and other scholars of Tafsir said that the reason behind killing the
camel was that a disbelieving old woman among them named Umm Ghanm " Unayzah, the
daughter of Ghanm bin Mijlaz, had the severest enmity among Thamud towards Salih, peace be
upon him. Se had beautiful daughters and she was wealthy, and Dhu'ab bin * Amr, one of the
leaders of Thamud, was her husband. There was another noblewoman whose name was Saduf
bint Al-Muhayya bin Dahr bin Al-Muhayya, who was of noble family, wealthy and beautiful. She
was married to a Muslim man from Thamud, but she left him. These two women offered a prize
for those who swore to them that they would kill the camel. Once, Saduf summoned a man
called Al-Habbab and offered herself to him if he would kill the camel, but he refused. So she
called a cousin of hers whose name was Musaddi® bin Mihraj bin Al-Muhayya, and he agreed. As
for “ Unayzah bint Ghanm, she called Qudar bin Salif bin Jundu’, a short person with red-blue
skin, a bastard, according to them. Qudar was not the son of his claimed father, Salif, but the
son of another man called, Suhyad. However, he was born on Salif's bed (and thus named after
him). " Unayzah said to Qudar, "l will give you any of my daughters you wish, if you kill the
camel." Qudar bin Salif and Musaddi® bin Mihraj went along and recruited several mischievous
persons from Thamud to kill the camel. Seven more from Thamud agreed, and the group
became nine, as Allah described, when He said,
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(And there were in the city nine men, who made mischief in the land, and would not reform.)
These nine men were chiefs of their people, and they lured the entire tribe into agreeing to kill
the camel. So they waited until the camel left the water well, where Qudar waited beside a
rock on its path, while Musaddi® waited at another rock. When the camel passed by Musaddi
he shot an arrow at her and the arrow pierced her leg. At that time, * Unayzah came out and
ordered her daughter, who was among the most beautiful women, to uncover her face for
Qudar, encouraging Qudar to swing his sword, hitting the camel on her knee. S she fell to the
ground and screamed once to warn her offspring. Qudar stabbed her in her neck and
slaughtered her. Her offspring went up a high rock and screamed. " Abdur-Razzaqg recorded
from Ma mar that someone reported from Al-Hasan Al-Basari that the offspring said, "O my
Lord! Where is my mother" It was said that her offspring screamed thrice and entered a rock
and vanished in it, or, they followed it and killed it together with its mother. Allah knows best.

When they finished the camel off and the news reached Prophet Salih, he came to them while
they were gathered. When he saw the camel, he cried and proclaimed,
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("Enjoy yourselvesin your homes for three days.”) 11:65

The Wicked Ones Plot to Kill Prophet Salih, But the Torment
descended on Them

The nine wicked persons killed the camel on a Wednesday, and that night, they conspired to
kill Salih. They said, "If he is truthful, we should finish him before we are finished. If he is a
liar, we will make him follow his camel."
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(They said: "Swear one to another by Allah that we shall make a secret night attack on him and
his household, and thereafter we will surely say to his near relatives: * We witnessed not the
destruction of his household, and verily, we are telling the truth.™ So they plotted a plot, and
We planned a plan, while they perceived not.) 27:49-50 When they conspired to kill Salih and

gathered at night to carry out their plot, Allah, to Whom belongs all might and Who protects
His Messengers, rained down stones that smashed the heads of these nine people before the



rest of the tribe. On Thursday, the first of the three days of respite, the people woke up and
their faces were pale (yellow), just as Prophet Salih had promised them. On the second day of
respite, Friday, they woke up and found their faces had turned red. On the third day of the
respite, Saturday, they woke up with their faces black. On Qunday, they wore the fragrance of
Hanut the perfume for enshrouding the dead before burial and awaited Allah's torment and
revenge, we seek refuge with Allah from it. They did not know what will be done to them or
how and from where the torment would come. When the sun rose, the Sayhah (loud cry) came
from the sky and a severe tremor overtook them from below; the souls were captured and the
bodies became lifeless, all in an hour.

(Onaias 28 a3 1 5aiald)

(And they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes.) They became dead and lifeless and none
among them, whether young, old, male or female, escaped the torment. The scholars of Tafsir
said that none from the offspring of Thamud remained, except Prophet Salih and those who
believed in him. A disbelieving man called Abu Righal was in the Sacred Area at the time and
the torment that befell his people did not touch him. When he went out of the Sacred Area one
day, a stone fell from the sky and killed him. *~ Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma' mar said that
Isma’ il bin Umayyah said that the Prophet passed by the gravesite of Abu Righal and asked the
Companions if they knew whose grave it was. They said, "Allah and His Messenger know better."
He said,
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(This is the grave of Abu Righal, a man from Thamud. He was in the Sacred Area of Allah and
this fact saved him from receiving Allah's torment. When he went out of the Sacred Area, what
befell his people also befell him. He was buried here along with a branch made from gold.) So
the people used their swords and looked for the golden branch and found it. * Abdur-Razzaq
narrated that Ma' mar said that Az-Zuhri said that Abu Righal is the father of the tribe of
Thagqif.
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(79. Then he Salih turned from them, and said: "O my people! | have indeed conveyed to you
the Message of my Lord, and have given you good advice, but you like not good advisers.")
These are the words of admonishment that Salih conveyed to his people after Allah destroyed
them for defying Him, rebelling against Him, refusing to accept the truth, avoiding guidance,
and preferring misguidance instead. Salih said these words of admonishment and criticism to
them after they perished, and they heard him (as a miracle for Prophet Salih from Allah).
Smilarly, it is recorded in the Two Sahihs that after the Messenger of Allah defeated the
disbelievers in the battle of Badr, he remained in that area for three days, and then rode his
camel, which was prepared for him during the latter part of the night. He went on until he
stood by the well of Badr (where the corpses of the disbelievers were thrown) and said,
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(O Abu Jahl bin Hisham! O " Utbah bin Rabi® ah! O Shaybah bin Rabi" ah! Did you find what your
Lord has promised you (of torment) to be true, for | found what my Lord promised me (of
victory) to be true.) “Umar said to him, "O Allah's Messenger! Why do you speak to a people
who have rotted" He said,
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(By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You do not hear what | am saying better than they, but they
cannot reply.) Smilarly, Prophet Salih, peace be upon him, said to his people,
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("I have indeed conveyed to you the Message of my Lord, and have given you good advice,") but
you did not benefit from it because you do not like the Truth and do not follow those who give

you sincere advice,
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("but you like not good advisers.")
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(80. And (remember) Lut, when he said to his people: "Do you commit lewdness such as none

preceding you has committed in all of the nations) (81. "Verily, you practice your lusts on men
instead of women. Nay, but you are a people transgressing beyond bounds.")

The Story of Prophet Lut, upon Him be Peace, and His People
()
o % -~ -4
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(Lut, when he said to his people..) Lut (Lot) is the son of Haran the son of Azar (Terah), and he
was the nephew of Ibrahim, peace be upon them both. Lut had believed in Ibrahim and
migrated with him to the Sham area. Allah then sent Lut to the people of Sadum (Sodom) and
the surrounding villages, to call them to Allah, enjoin righteousness and forbid them from their
evil practices, their sin, and wickedness. It this area, they did things that none of the children
of Adam or any other creatures ever did before them. They used to have sexual intercourse
with males instead of females. This evil practice was not known among the Children of Adam
before, nor did it even cross their minds, so they were unfamiliar with it before the people of
Sodom invented it, may Allah's curse be on them. * Amr bin Dinar conmented on;
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("...as none preceding you has committed in all of the nations.") "Never before the people of
Lut did a male have sex with another male." Thisis why Lut said to them,

Allah said, We sent,

(And)
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("Do you commit lewdness such as none preceding you has committed in all of the nations
Verily, you practice your lusts on men instead of women.") meaning, you left women whom
Allah created for you and instead had sex with men Indeed, this behavior is evil and ignorant
because you have placed things in their improper places. Lut, peace be upon him, said to

them:
(Crded 23 () (3 £V 5a)

("these (the girls of the nation) are my daughters (to marry lawfully), if you must act (so).")
15:71 S he reminded them of their women, and they replied that they do not desire
women!,
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(They said: "Qurely, you know that we have neither any desire nor need of your daughters, and
indeed you know well what we want!") 11:79 meaning, you know that we have no desire for
women and you know what we desire with your guests.
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(82. And the answer of his people was only that they said: "Drive them out of your town, these
are indeed men who want to be pure (from sins)!") So they answered Prophet Lut by trying to
expel and banish him from their village, along with those who believed with him. Allah indeed
removed Prophet Lut safely from among them, and He destroyed them in their land in disgrace
and humiliation. They said (about Lut and the believers):

(05 eday (T )



("These are indeed men who want to be pure (from sins)!") Qatadah commented, "They shamed
them (Lut and the believers) with what is not a shame at all." Mujahid commented, "(Lut's
people said about Lut and the believers,) They are a people who want to be pure from men's
anuses and women's anuses!" Smilar was narrated from Ibn ~ Abbas.
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(83. Then We saved him and his family, except his wife; she was of the Ghabirin (those who

lagged behind).) (84. And We rained down on them a rain (of stones). Then see what was the
end of the criminals.)

Allah says, We saved Lut and his family, for only his household
believed in him.

Allah said in another Ayah,
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(So We brought out from therein the believers. But We found not there any household of the
Muslims except one of Lut and his daughters ) 51: 35-36 . Only his wife (from his family) did
not believe, remaining on the religion of her people. She used to conspire with them against
Lut and inform them of who came to visit him, using certain signals that they agreed on. Thisis
why when Lut was commanded to leave by night with his family, he was ordered not to inform
his wife or take her with him. Some said that she followed them, and when the torment struck
her people, she looked back and suffered the same punishment as them. However, it appears

that she did not leave the town and that Lut did not tell her that they would depart. So she
remained with her people, as apparent from Allah's statement,
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(except his wife; she was of the Ghabirin) meaning, of those who remained, or they say: of
those who were destroyed, and thisisthe more obvious explanation. Allah's statement,

(Dl agale MJLAU)

(And We rained down on them a rain) is explained by His other statement,
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(And rained on them stones of baked clay, in a well-arranged manner one after another.
Marked from your Lord; and they are not ever far from the wrongdoers.) 11:82-83 . Allah said

(Ceadl) de (I8 LaK *)Lala)

(Then see what was the end of the criminals. ) This Ayah means: * See, O Muhammad, the end
of those who dared to disobey Allah and reject His Messengers.' Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud, At-
Tirmidhi, lon Majah, all recorded a Hadith from Ibn ~ Abbas who said that Allah's Messenger
said;
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(Whoever is found doing the act of the people of Lut, then kill them; the doer and the one it is
done to.)
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(85. And to (the people of) Madyan, (We sent) their brother Shu' ayb. He said: "O my people!
Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him. Verily, a clear proof (sign) from your Lord has
come unto you; so give full measure and full weight and wrong not men in their things, and do
not do mischief on the earth after it has been set in order, that will be better for you, if you
are believers.)

"



Story of Shu' ayb, upon him be Peace, and the Land of Madyan

Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "They (the people of Madyan) are the descendents of Madyan, son of
Midyan, son of Ibrahim. Shu ayb was the son of Mikil bin Yashjur. And in the Syrian language,
his name was Yathrun (Jethro)". | (Ibn Kathir) say, Madyan was the name of the tribe and also a
city that isclose to Ma’ an on route to the Hijaz (from Ash-Sham). Allah said in another Ayah,

(uﬁw

(And when he arrived at the water (a well) of Madyan he found there a group of men watering
(their flocks).) 28:23 They are also the people of Al-Aykah (the Woods), as we will mention
later on, Allah willing, and our trust isin Him.
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(He said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him") and this is the call of
all Messengers,
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("Verily, a clear proof (sign) from your Lord has come unto you;") meaning, " Allah has
presented the proof and evidences of the truth of what | brought you.' He then advised them
and commanded them to give full measure and full weight and not to wrong men in their

dealings, meaning, to refrain from cheating people in buying and selling. They used to
treacherously avoid giving full weight and measure. Allah said in other Ayat,

( Calaall )

(Woe to Al-Mutaffifin (those who give lessin measure and weight)...) 83:1 until He said,

~ ~ g ~
(before the Lord of all that exists) 83:6 . These Ayat contain a stern warning and sure promise

that we ask Allah to save us from. Shu” ayb was called ~ Soeaker of the Prophets, because of his
eloquent words and eloquent advice, and Allah stated that Shu” ayb said:
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(86. "And sit not on every road, threatening, and hindering from the path of Allah those who
believe in Him, and seeking to make it crooked. And remember when you were but few, and He
multiplied you. And see what was the end of the mischief-makers.) (87. "And if there is a party
of you who believes in that with which | have been sent and a party who does not believe, so
be patient until Allah judges between us, and He isthe best of judges.")

Prophet Shu' ayb forbade his people from setting up blockades on
the roads, saying,
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("And sit not on every road, threatening,") threatening people with death if they do not give up
their money, as they were bandits, according to As-Suddi. lbn ~ Abbas, Mujahid and several

others commented:
(O3 5 ks 5 1525 V)

("And sit not on every road, threatening.") the believers who come to Shu” ayb to follow him."
The first meaning is better, because Prophet Shu™ ayb first said to them,

(e &)

("on every road...") He then mentioned the second meaning,
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("and hindering from the path of Allah those who believe in Him, and seeking to make it
crooked.") meaning, you seek to make the path of Allah crooked and deviated,

(R S 28 3 1 30

("And remember when you were but few, and He multiplied you.") meaning, you were weak
because you were few. But you later on became mighty because of your large numbers.
Therefore, remember Allah's favor.

(o) i & L& 15kl

("And see what was the end of the mischief-makers. ") from the previous nations and earlier
generations. See the torment and punishment they suffered, because they disobeyed Allah and
rejected His Messengers. Shu™ ayb continued;
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("And if there is a party of you who believes in that with which | have been sent and a party
who does not believe,") that is, if you divided concerning me,

(15 yiald)
(6 A 855 )

(Sl A 2 )

("so be patient") that is, then wait and see,

("until Allah judges between us,"), and you,



("and He is the best of judges.") Surely, Allah will award the best end to those who fear and
obey Him and He will destroy the disbelievers.
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(88. The chiefs of those who were arrogant among his people said: "We shall certainly drive you
out, O Shu" ayb and those who have believed with you from our town, or else you (all) shall
return to our religion." He said: "Even though we hate it") (89. "We should have invented a lie
against Allah if we returned to your religion, after Allah has rescued us from it. And it is not for
us to return to it unless Allah, our Lord, should will. Our Lord comprehends all things in His
knowledge. In Allah (Alone) we put our trust. Qur Lord! Judge between us and our people in
truth, for You are the best of those who give judgment.”)

CL

Allah describes the way the disbelievers answered His Prophet
Shu' ayb and those who believed in him, by threatening them with
expulsion from their village, or with forceful reversion to the
disbeliever's religion.

The chiefs spoke the words mentioned here to the Messenger Shu  ayb, but intended it for

those who followed hisreligion too. The statement,
EEEEEAR)

("Even though we hate it"), means, would you force us to do that, even though we hate what
you are calling us to Certainly if we revert to your religion and accept your ways, we will have
uttered a tremendous lie against Allah by calling partners asrivalsto Him,
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(And it is not for us to return to it unless Allah, our Lord, should will.) This part of the Ayah
refers all mattersto Allah's will, and certainly, He has perfect knowledge of all matters and His

observation encompasses all things,

(In Allah (Alone) we put our trust. ), concerning all our affairs, what we practice of them and

what we ignore,
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(Our Lord! Judge between us and our people in truth) judge between us and our people and

give usvictory over them,
( ]‘ B ) / /.. .T/ )

(for You are the best of those who give judgment) and You are the Most Just Who never wrongs
any in His judgment.
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(90. The chiefs of those who disbelieved among his people said (to their people): "If you follow
Shu ayb, be sure then you will be the losers!") (91. So the earthquake seized them and they lay
(dead), prostrate in their homes.) (92. Those who belied $hu” ayb, became as if they had never
dwelt there (in their homes). Those who belied Shu™ ayb, they were the losers.) Allah describes
the enormity of disbelief, rebellion, transgression and misguidance (of Shu" ayb's people) and
the defiance of truth encrypted in their hearts. They vowed, saying,
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("If you follow Shu’ ayb, be sure then you will be the losers!") Allah answered them,
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(So the earthquake seized them and they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes) Allah said that
the earthquake shook them, as punishment for threatening to expel Shu” ayb and his followers.
Allah mentioned their end again in Suah Hud,
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(And when Qur commandment came, We saved Shu” ayb and those who believed with him by a
mercy from Us. And the Sayhah (loud cry) seized the wrongdoers, and they lay (dead) prostrate
in their homes.) 11:94 This Ayah mentions the Sayhah (cry) that struck them after they

mocked Shu” ayb, saying,
(&l &l glal)

(Does your Salah (prayer) command you...) so it was befitting to mention here the cry that
made them silence. In Qurat Ash-Shu” ara’, Allah said,
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(But they belied him, so the torment of the Day of Shadow (a gloomy cloud) seized them.
Indeed that was the torment of a Great Day) 26:189 because they challenged Snu ayb,

("So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if you are of the truthful!") 26:187 . Therefore,
Allah stated that each of these forms of punishment struck them on the Day of the Shadow.
First,



(So the torment of the Day of Shadow (a gloomy cloud) seized them) 26:189 when a gloomy
cloud came over them (containing) fire, flames and a tremendous light. Next, a cry from the
sky descended on them and a tremor shook them from beneath. Consequently, their souls were
captured, their lives were taken and their bodies became idle,
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(and they lay (dead), prostrate in their homes). Allah said next,
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(They became as if they had never dwelt there) meaning, after the torment seized them, it
looked as if they never dwelled in the land from which they wanted to expel their Messenger
Shu” ayb and his followers. Here, Allah refuted their earlier statement,
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(Those who belied Shu™ ayb, they were the losers.)
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(93. Then he (Shu” ayb) turned from them and said: "O my people! | have indeed conveyed my

Lord's Messages unto you and | have given you good advice. Then how can | grieve over people

who are disbelievers.") Prophet Shu” ayb, peace be upon him, turned away from his people

after the torment, punishment and destruction struck them, admonishing and censuring them
by saying to them,
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("O my people! | have indeed conveyed my Lord's Messages unto you and | have given you good
advice.") Shu ayb said, | have conveyed to you what | was sent with, so | will not feel any
sorrow for you since you disbelieved in what | brought you,
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("Then how can | grieve over pepple who are disbelievers")

o % o/ £ g g - /o <4 o % [~ -
Q%@ - FR “. L2 @@, - o2 @, - - ¢~
hh.\ - S 9‘)...45\) 91.“?_\1\9

u.M.A 29 US\B} Lm: L;«LA_M;J""” \M”M \ u\&a
( /L)j} }o./

(94. And We sent no Prophet unto any town (and they denied him), but We seized its people
with Ba'sa' and Darra, so that they might humble themselves (to Allah).) (95. Then We changed
the evil for the good, until they " Afaw (increased), and said: "Cur fathers were touched with
evil and with good." So We seized them all of a sudden while they were unaware.)

0

Afflictions that struck Earlier Nations

Allah mentions the Ba'sa' and Darra' that struck the earlier nations to whom He sent Prophets.
Ba'sa, refers to the physical sicknesses and ailments that they suffered, while Darra’, refers to
the poverty and humiliation that they experienced,

(/. £ @@, 7 08N )
(so that they might humble themselves) supplicate, humble themselves and invoke Allah, that
He might remove the afflictions that they suffered from. This Ayah indicates that Allah sent

down severe afflictions to them so that they might invoke Him, but they did not do what He
ordered them. Therefore, He changed the affliction into prosperity to test them,
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(Then We changed the evil for the good,) Therefore, Allah changed the hardship into
prosperity, disease and sickness into health and well-being, and poverty into richness in
provision, so that they might be thankful to Allah for this, but they did none of that. Allah's
statement,
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(until they * Afaw) refersto increase in numbers, wealth and offspring. Allah said next,
A JE @ - L@ @ AR > - o & ww
c.\}aj\j c“).sé]\ hg\_\\c_ U“““ Q9 ‘jﬂﬂj)
(/ L2 R o ™ y o8 -~ - e ~, (3
(. . and they said: "Our fathers were touched with evil and with good." So We seized them all of
a sudden while they were unaware.) He tested them with this (afflictions) and that (ease and
abundance) so that they may humble themselves and repent to Him. However, they failed both
tests, for neither this nor that compelled them to change their ways. They said, "We suffered
Ba'sa' and Darra', but prosperity came afterwards, just as like our forefathers in earlier times."
"Therefore," they said, "it is a cycle where we sometimes suffer a hardship and at other times,
we enjoy a bounty." However, they did not comprehend Allah's wisdom, nor the fact that He is

testing them in both cases. To the contrary, the believers are grateful to Allah in good times
and practice patience in hard times. In the Sahih, there is a Hadith that says;
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(The matter of the believer is amazing, for nothing that Allah decrees for him, but it is better
for him. If a Darra' (harm) strikes him, he is patient, and this is better for him, if he is given
Sarra’ (prosperity), he thanks (Allah) for it and this is better for him.) The believer, therefore,

is aware of the test behind the afflictions whether it may be prosperity or adversity that Allah
sends to him, as well as the blessings. Smilarly, in another Hadith,
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(The believer will continue to be tested by afflictions until he ends up pure from sin. And the
parable of the hypocrite isthat of a donkey, it does not know why its ownerstied it or released
it.) Allah said next,
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(So We seized them all of a sudden while they were unaware.) meaning, We struck them with
punishment all of a sudden, while they were unaware. A Hadith describes sudden death,
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(Sudden death is a mercy for the believer, but a sorrowful punishment for the disbeliever.)
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(96. And if the people of the towns had believed and had Taqgwa, certainly, We should have
opened for them blessings from the heaven and the earth, but they belied (the Messengers). S
We took them (with punishment) for what they used to earn.) (97. Did the people of the towns
then feel secure against the coming of Qur punishment by night while they were asleep) (98
Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure against the coming of Our punishment in the
forenoon while they were playing) (99. Did they then feel secure against Allah's plan None feels
secure from Allah's plan except the people who are the losers.)

Blessings come with Faith, while Kufr brings Torment

Allah mentions here the little faith of the people of the towns to whom He sent Messengers. In
another instance, Allah said,
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(Was there any town (community) that believed (after seeing the punishment), and its faith (at
that moment) saved it (from the punishment) -- Except the people of Yunus; when they
believed, We removed from them the torment of disgrace in the life of the (present) world,
and permitted them to enjoy for a while.) 10:98 This Ayah indicates that no city believed in
its entirety, except the city of Prophet Yunus, for they all believed after they were stricken by
punishment. Allah said (about Prophet Yunus),
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(And We sent him to a hundred thousand (people) or even more. And they believed; so We gave
them enjoyment for a while.) 37:147-148 Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And We did not send a warner to a township....) 34:34 Allah said here,
(V85 1 gials s Ol 3 0)
(And if the people of the towns had believed and had Tagwa. ..) meaning their hearts had faith

in what the Messenger brought them, believed and obeyed him, and had Taqwa by performing
the acts of obedience and abstaining from the prohibitions,
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(We should have opened for them blessings from the heaven and the earth,) in reference to the
rain that falls from the sky and the vegetation of the earth. Allah said,
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(but they belied (the Messengers). So We took them (with punishment) for what they used to
earn.) They denied their Messengers, so that We punished them and sent destruction on them
as a result of the sins and wickedness that they earned. Allah then said, while warning and
threatening against defying His orders and daring to commit His prohibitions,
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(Did the people of the towns then feel secure), meaning the disbelievers among them,

(that should come to them our punishment), Our torment and punishing example,

(Bayatan) during the night,
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(while they were asleep Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure against the coming of
Our punishment in the forenoon while they were playing) while they are busy in their affairs
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(Did they then feel secure against Allah's plan) His torment, vengeance, and His power to
destroy them while they are inattentive and heedless,
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(None feels secure from Allah's plan except the people who are the losers.) Al-Hasan Al-Basi
said, "The believer performs the acts of worship, all the while feeling fear, in fright and

anxiety. The Fajir (wicked sinner, or disbeliever) commits the acts of disobedience while
feeling safe (from Allah's torment)!"
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(100. Isit not a guidance for those who inherit the earth from its previons inhabitants that had
We willed, We would have punished them for their sins. And We seal up their hearts so that
they hear not)

Ibn ° Abbas commented on Allah's statement,
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(Is it not a guidance for those who inherit the earth from its previous inhabitants. ..) "(Allah
says,) did We not make clear to them that had We willed, We would have punished them
because of their sins" Mujahid and several others said similarly. Abu Ja’ far bin Jarir At-Tabari
explained this Ayah, "Allah says, " Did We not make clear to those who succeeded on the earth
after destroying the previous nations who used to dwell in that land. Then they followed their

own ways, and behaved as they did and were unruly with their Lord. Did We not make clear to
them that,
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(that had We willed, We would have punished them for their sins.) by bringing them the same

end that was decreed for those before them,
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(And We seal up their hearts), We place a cover over their heart,
(/. &~ 0 - y o 8 4)

(so that they hear not), words of advice or reminding™ | say that similarly, Allah said,
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(Isit not a guidance for them: how many generations We have destroyed before them, in whose
dwellings they walk Verily, in this are signs indeed for men of understanding.) 20:128
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(Isit not a guidance for them: how many generations We have destroyed before them in whose
dwellings they do walk about Verily, therein indeed are signs. Would they not then listen)
32:26 and,
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(Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not leave (the world for the Hereafter). And you
dwelt in the dwellings of men who wronged themselves) 14:44-45 Also, Allah said,
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(And how many a generation before them have We destroyed! Can you find a single one of
them or hear even a whisper of them) 19:98 meaning, do you see any of them or hear their
voices There are many other Ayat that testify that Allah's torment strikes His enemies, while
His bounty reaches His faithful believers. Thereafter comes Allah's statement, and He is the
Most Truthful, the Lord of all that exists,
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