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As-Suddi commented, "They might be careful not to break treaties, so that they do not meet
the same end."
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(so that they may learn a lesson. )

(58. If you fear treachery from any people, throw back (their covenant) to them (so as to be)
on equal terms. Certainly Allah likes not the treacherous.) make a heading, Allah says to His
Prophet ,
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(If you fear from any people), with whom you have a treaty of peace,
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(treachery), and betrayal of peace treaties and agreements that you have conducted with

them,
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(then throw back (their covenant) to them), meaning their treaty of peace.
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(on equal terms), informing them that you are severing the treaty. This way, you will be on
equal terms, in that, you and they will be aware that a state of war exists between you and
that the bilateral peace treaty is null and void,
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(Certainly Allah likes not the treacherous. ) This even includes treachery against the
disbelievers. Imam Ahmad recorded that Salim bin * Amir said, "Mu" awiyah was leading an army




in Roman lands, at a time the bilateral peace treaty was valid. He wanted to go closer to their
forces so that when the treaty of peace ended, he could invade them. An old man riding on his
animal said, "~ Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Great), Allahu Akbar! Be honest and stay away from
betrayal.' The Messenger of Allah said,
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(Whoever has a treaty of peace with a people, then he should not untie any part of it or tie it
harder until the treaty reaches its appointed term. Or, he should declare the treaty null and
void so that they are both on equal terms.) When Mu” awiyah was informed of the Prophet's
statement, he retreated. They found that man to be *~ Amr bin * Anbasah, may Allah be pleased
with him." This Hadith was also collected by Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi,
An-Nasa'i and Ibn Hibban in his Sahih. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih."
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(59. And let not those who disbelieve think that they can outstrip (escape from the
punishment). Verily, they will never be able to save themselves (from Allah's punishment).)
(60. And make ready against them all you can of power, including steeds of war to threaten the
enemy of Allah and your enemy, and others besides them, whom you may not know but whom
Allah does know. And whatever you shall spend in the cause of Allah shall be repaid unto you,
and you shall not be treated unjustly.)

Making Preparations for War to strike Fear in the Hearts of the
Enemies of Allah



Allah says to His Prophet , in this Ayah,
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(those who disbelieve think that they can outstrip), Do not think that such disbelievers have

escaped Us or that We are unable to grasp them. Rather, they are under the power of Our
ability and in the grasp of Our will; they will never escape Us." Allah also said,
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(Or think those who do evil deeds that they can outstrip Us (escape Our punishment) Evil is that
which they judge!) 29:4 ,
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(Consider not that the disbelievers can escape in the land. Their abode shall be the Fire, and
worst indeed isthat destination.) 24:57 , and,
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(Let not the free disposal (and affluence) of the disbelievers throughout the land deceive you.
A brief enjoyment; then their ultimate abode is Hell; and worst indeed is that place for rest.)
3:196-197

Allah commands Muslims to prepare for war against disbelievers, as much as possible, according

to affordability and availability. Allah said,
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(And make ready against them all you can) whatever you can muster,
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(of power, including steeds of war). Imam Ahmad recorded that * Ugbah bin * Amir said that he
heard the Messenger of Allah saying, while standing on the Minbar;
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(And make ready against them all you can of power,)
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(Verily, Power is shooting! Power is shooting.)
Muslim collected this Hadith.
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(Horses are kept for one of three purposes; for some people they are a source of reward, for
some others they are a means of shelter, and for some others they are a source of sin. The one
for whom they are a source of reward, is he who keeps a horse for Allah's cause (Jihad) tying it
with a long tether on a meadow or in a garden. The result is that whatever it eats from the
area of the meadow or the garden where it is tied, will be counted as good deeds for his
benefit; and if it should break its rope and jump over one or two hillocks then all its dung and
its footmarks will be written as good deeds for him. If it passes by a river and drinks water
from it, even though he had no intention of watering it, then he will get the reward for its
drinking. Therefore, this type of horse is a source of good deeds for him. As for the man who
tied his horse maintaining self - sufficiency and abstinence from begging, all the while not
forgetting Allah's right concerning the neck and back of his horse, then it is a means of shelter

for him. And a man who tied a horse for the sake of pride, pretense and showing enmity for
Muslims, then thistype of horse is a source of sins.)

When Allah's Messenger was asked about donkeys, he replied,
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(Nothing has been revealed to me from Allah about them except these unique, comprehensive
Ayat:
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(Then anyone who does an atom's weight of good, shall see it. And anyone who does an atom's
weight of evil, shall seeit.)) 99:7-8 "

Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this Hadith, this is the wording of Al-Bukhari. Imam Ahmad
recorded that * Abdullah bin Mas’ ud said that the Prophet said,
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(There are three reasons why horses are kept: A horse that is kept for Ar-Rahman (the Most
Beneficent), a horse kept for Shaytan and a horse kept for the man. As for the horse kept for
Ar-Rahman, it isthe horse that is being kept for the cause of Allah (for Jihad), and as such, its
food, dung and urine, etc., (he made mention of many things). As for the horse that is for
Shaytan, it is one that is being used for gambling. As for the horse that is for man, it is the
horse that one tethers, seeking its benefit. For him, this horse will be a shield against poverty.)
oAl-Bukhari recorded that " Urwah bin Abi Al-Ja’d Al-Barigi said that the Messenger of Allah
said,

o I Rl Lgpals A dgme JAl)y
i)y DAl gl

(Good will remain in the forelocks of horses until the Day of Resurrection, (that is) reward, and
the spoils of war.)

Allah said next,
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(to threaten), or to strike fear,
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(the enemy of Allah and your enemy), the disbelievers,
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(and others besides them), such as Bani Qurayzah, according to Mujahid, or persians, according
to As-Quddi.



Mugatil bin Hayyan and " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that this Ayah refers to
hypocrites, as supported by Allah's statement,
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(And among the bedouins around you, some are hypocrites, and so are some among the people
of Al-Madinah who persist in hypocrisy; you know them not, We know them.) 9:101 .

Allah said next,
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(And whatever you shall spend in the cause of Allah shall be repaid to you, and you shall not be
treated unjustly.)

Allah says, whatever you spend on Jihad will be repaid to you in full.

We also mentioned Allah's statement,
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(The parable of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah, isthat of a grain (of corn); it
grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives manifold increase to whom He
wills. And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures needs, All-Knower.) 2:261
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(61. But if they incline to peace, you also incline to it, and trust in Allah. Verily, He is the All-
Hearer, the All-Knower.) (62. And if they intend to deceive you, then verily, Allah is Al-
Qufficient for you. He it is Who has supported you with His help and with the believers.) (63.

And He has united their (believers) hearts. If you had spent all that isin the earth, you could
not have united their hearts, but Allah has united them. Certainly He is All-Mighty, All-Wise.)

The Command to Facilitate Peace when the Enemy seeks a Peaceful
Resolution

Allah says, if you fear betrayal from a clan of people, then sever the peace treaty with them,
so that you both are on equal terms. If they continue being hostile and opposing you, then fight
them,
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(to peace), if they resort to reconciliation, and seek a treaty of non-hostility,
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(you also incline to it), and accept offers of peace from them. This is why when the pagans
inclined to peace in the year of Hudaybiyah and sought cessation of hostilities for nine years,
between them and the Messenger of Allah he accepted this from them, as well as, accepting

other terms of peace they brought forth. ~ Abdullah bin Al-Imam Ahmad recorded that " Ali bin
Abi Talib said that the Messenger of Allah said,

(But if they incline), and seek,
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(There will be disputes after me, so if you have a way to end them in peace, then do so.)

Allah said next,
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(and trust in Allah. ) Allah says, conduct a peace treaty with those who incline to peace, and
trust in Allah. Verily, Allah will suffice for you and aid you even if they resort to peace as a

trick, so that they gather and reorganize their forces,
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(then verily, Allah is All-Sufficient for you).

Reminding the Believers of Allah's Favor of uniting Them

Allah mentioned His favor on the Prophet , in that He aided him with believers, the Muhagjirin
and the Ansar,
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(He it is Who has supported you with His help and with the believers. And He has united their
hearts.)

The Ayah says, "it is Allah who gathered the believers hearts, believing, obeying, aiding and
supporting you -- O Muhammad,’

On il G lagen (a3 8 G ] )
(e o8



(If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not have united their hearts.) because of
the enmity and hatred that existed between them. Before Islam, there were many wars
between the Ansar tribes of Aws and Khazraj, and there were many causes to stir unrest
between them. However, Allah ended all that evil with the light of faith,
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(And remember Allah's favor on you, for you were enemies one to another, but He united your
hearts, so that, by His grace, you became brethren, and you were on the brink of a pit of Fire,

and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayat clear to you, that you may be guided.)
3:103

In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that when the Messenger of Allah gave a speech to the Ansar
about the division of war booty collected in the battle of Hunayn, he said to them,
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(O Ansar! Did | not find you misguided and Allah guided you by me, poor and Allah enriched you
by me, and divided and Allah united you by me) Every question the Prophet asked them, they
said, "Truly, the favor is from Allah and His Messenger." Allah said,
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(But Allah has united them. Certainly He is All-Mighty, All-Wise.)

He is the Most Formidable, and the hopes of those who have trust in Him, never end
unanswered; Allah is All-Wise in all of His decisions and actions.
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(64. O Prophet! Allah is sufficient for you and for the believers who follow you.) (65. O
Prophet! Urge the believersto fight. If there are twenty steadfast persons among you, they will
overcome two hundred, and if there be a hundred steadfast persons they will overcome a
thousand of those who disbelieve, because they (the disbelievers) are people who do not
understand.) (66. Now Allah has lightened your (task), for He knows that there is weakness in
you. So if there are of you a hundred steadfast persons, they shall overcome two hundred, and
if there are a thousand of you, they shall overcome two thousand by the leave of Allah. And
Allah is with the patient.)

Encouraging Believers to fight in Jihad; the Good News that a Few
Muslims can overcome a Superior Enemy Force

Allah encourages His Prophet and the believers to fight and struggle against the enemy, and
wage war against their forces. Allah affirms that He will suffice, aid, support, and help the
believers against their enemies, even if their enemies are numerous and have sufficient
supplies, while the believers are few. Allah said,
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(O Prophet! Urge the believers to fight), encouraged and called them to fight. The Messenger

of Allah used to encourage the Companions to fight when they faced the enemy. On the day of
Badr when the idolators came with their forces and supplies, he said to his Companions,
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(Get ready and march forth towards a Paradise as wide as the heavens and earth.)

" Umayr bin Al-Humam said, "As wide as the heavens and earth” The Messenger said,
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(Yes) " Umayr said, "Excellent! Excellent!" The Messenger asked him,
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(What makes you say, " Excellent! Excellent!') He said, "The hope that | might be one of its

dwellers." The Prophet said,
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(You are one of its people.) Umayr went ahead, broke the scabbard of his sword, took some
dates and started eating from them. He then threw the dates from his hand, saying, "Verily, if |
lived until | finished eating these dates, then it is indeed a long life." He went ahead, fought
and was killed, may Allah be pleased with him.

Allah said next, commanding the believers and conveying good news to them,
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(If there are twenty steadfast persons among you, they will overcome two hundred, and if
there be a hundred steadfast persons, they will overcome a thousand of those who disbelieve.)

The Ayah says, one Muslim should endure ten disbelievers. Allah abrogated this part later on,
but the good news remained. ~ Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak said that Jarir bin Hazim narrated to
them that, Az-Zubayr bin Al-Khirrit narrated to him, from " lkrimah, from Ibn " Abbas, "When
this verse was revealed,
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(If there are twenty steadfast persons among you, they will overcome two hundred...) it

became difficult for the Muslims, when Allah commanded that one Muslim is required to endure
ten idolators. Soon after, this matter was made easy,
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(Now Allah has lightened your (task)), until,
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(they shall overcome two hundred. ..)

Allah lowered the number of adversaries that Muslims are required to endure , and thus,
made the required patience less, compatible to the decrease in numbers." Al-Bukhari recorded
a similar narration from lbn Al-Mubarak. Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded that lbn " Abbas said,
"When this Ayah was revealed, it was difficult for the Muslims, for they thought it was
burdensome since twenty should fight two hundred, and a hundred against a thousand. Allah
made this ruling easy for them and abrogated this Ayah with another Ayah,
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(Now Allah has lightened your (task), for He knows that there is weaknessin you...)

Thereafter, if Muslims were half as many as their enemy, they were not allowed to run away
from them. If the Muslims were fewer than that, they were not obligated to fight the
disbelievers and thus allowed to avoid hostilities.”
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(67. It isnot (fitting) for a Prophet that he should have prisoners of war until he has fought (his
enemies thoroughly) in the land. You desire the goods of this world, but Allah desires (for you)
the Hereafter. And Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.) (68. Were it not a previous ordainment from
Allah, a severe torment would have touched you for what you took.) (69. S enjoy what you
have gotten of booty in war, lawful and good, and have Tagwa of Allah. Certainly, Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.)



Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said, "The Prophet asked the people for their opinion about

the prisoners of war of Badr, saying,
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(Allah has made you prevail above them.) ~ Umar bin Al-Khattab stood up and said, ~ O Allah's
Messenger! Cut off their necks,' but the Prophet turned away from him. The Messenger of Allah
again asked,
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(O people! Allah has made you prevail over them, and only yesterday, they were your
brothers.) “Umar again stood up and said, ~ O Allah's Messenger! Cut off their necks." The
Prophet ignored him and asked the same question again and he repeated the same answer. Abu
Bakr As-Sddiq stood up and said, * O Allah's Messenger! | think you should pardon them and set
them free in return for ransom.' Thereupon the grief on the face of Allah's Messenger vanished.
He pardoned them and accepted ransom for their release. Allah, the Exalted and Most
Honored, revealed this verse,
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(Were it not a previous ordainment from Allah, a severe torment would have touched you for
what you took)."

* Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated that Ibn * Abbas said about Allah's statement,
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(Were it not a previous ordainment from Allah...),

"In the Preserved Book, that war spoils and prisoners of war will be made allowed for you,

EINES.

(would have touched you for what you took), because of the captives.
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(a severe torment.) Allah, the Exalted said next,
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(So enjoy what you have gotten of booty in war, lawful and good)." eAl-" Awfi also reported this
statement from Ibn ~ Abbas. A similar statement was collected from Abu Hurayrah, Ibn Mas’ ud,
S id bin Jubayr, " Ata', Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah and Al-A" mash. They all stated that,
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(Were it not a previous ordainment from Allah. .) refers to allowing the spoils of war for this

Ummah.

Supporting this view is what the Two Sahihs recorded that Jabir bin *~ Abdullah said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(I have been given five things which were not given to any Prophet before me. (They are:) Allah
made me victorious by awe, (by His frightening my enemies) for a distance of one month's
journey. The earth has been made a place for praying and a purifyer for me. The booty has
been made lawful for me, yet it = was not lawful for anyone else before me. | have been given
the right of intercession (on the Day of Resurrection). Every Prophet used to be sent to his
people only, but | have been sent to all mankind.)

Al-A" mash narrated that Abu Salih said that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(War booty was never allowed for any among mankind except us.) Abu Hurayrah said; Thisis

why Allah the Most High said,
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(So enjoy what you have gotten of booty in war, lawful and good.)

The Muslims then took the ransom for their captives. In his Sunan, Imam Abu Dawud recorded
that lbn ~ Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah fixed four hundred (Dirhams) in ransom from
the people of Jahiliyyah in the aftermath of Badr. The majority of the scholars say that the
matter of prisoners of war is up to the Imam. If he decides, he can have them killed, such asin
the case of Bani Qurayzah. If he decides, he can accept a ransom for them, as in the case of
the prisoners of Badr, or exchange them for Muslim prisoners. The Messenger exchanged a
woman and her daughter who were captured by Salamah bin Al-Akwa’, for exchange of some
Muslims who were captured by the idolators, or if he decides he can take the prisoner as a
captives.
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(70. O Prophet! Say to the captives that are in your hands: "If Allah knows any good in your
hearts, He will give you something better than what has been taken from you, and He will
forgive you, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”) (71. But if they intend to betray you,
they indeed betrayed Allah before. So He gave (you) power over them. And Allah is All-Knower,
All-Wise.)

Pagan Prisoners at Badr were promised better than what They lost,
if They become Righteous in the Future

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that *~ Abdullah bin * Abbas said that before the battle of Badr,
the Messenger of Allah said,
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(I have come to know that some people from Bani Hashim and others were forced to
accompany the pagans, although they had no desire to fight us. Therefore, whoever meets any
of them (Bani Hashim), do not kill him. Whoever meets Abu Al-Bukhtari bin Hisham, should not
kill him. Whoever meets Al-" Abbas bin * Abdul-Muttalib, let him not kill him, for he was forced
to come (with the pagan army).) Abu Hudhayfah bin ~ Utbah said, "Shall we kill our fathers,
children, brothers and tribesmen (from Quraysh), and leave Al-" Abbas By Allah! If | meet him, |
will kill him with the sword." When this reached the Messenger of Allah , he said to * Umar bin
Al-Khattab,
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(O Abu Hafsl), and " Umar said, "By Allah that was the first time that the Messenger of Allah
called me Abu Hafs."
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(Will the face of the Messenger of Allahs's uncle be struck with the sword) " Umar said, "O
Allah's Messenger! Give me permission to cut off his neck (meaning Abu Hudhayfah) for he has
fallen into hypocrisy, by Allah!" Ever since that happened, Abu Hudhayfah used to say, "By
Allah! | do not feel safe from this statement coming back to haunt me, and | will continue to
fear its repercussions, unless Allah, the Exalted, forgives me for it through martyrdom." Abu
Hudhayfah was martyred during the battle of Al-Yamamah, may Allah be pleased with him.

Ibn * Abbas said, "On the eve after Badr, the Messenger of Allah spent the first part of the night
awake, while the prisoners were bound. His Companions said to him, ~ O Allah's Messenger! Why
do you not sleep’ Al-" Abbas had been captured by a man from Al-Ansar, and the Messenger of
Allah said to them,
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(I heard the cries of pain from my uncle Al-" Abbas, because of his shackles, so untie him.)
When his uncle stopped crying from pain, Allah's Messenger went to sleep.” In his Sahih, Al-
Bukhari recorded a Hadith from Musa bin ~ Ugbah who said that Ibn Shihab said that Anas bin
Malik said that some men from Al-Ansar said to the Messenger of Allah , "O Allah's Messenger!
Give us permission and we will set free our maternal cousin Al-" Abbas without taking ransom
from him." He said,
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(No, by Allah! Do not leave any Dirham of it.) And from Yunus Bikkir, from Muhammad bin
Ishaq, from Yazid bin Ruwman, from "~ Urwah, from Az-Zuhri that several people said to him,
"The Quraysh sent to the Messenger of Allah concerning ransoming their prisoners, and each
tribe paid what was required for their prisoners. Al-" Abbas said, * O Allah's Messenger! | became
a Muslims before.' The Messenger of Allah said,
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(Allah knows if you are Muslim! If what you are claiming is true, then Allah will compensate
you. As for your outward appearance, it was against us. Therefore, ransom yourself, as well as,
your nephews Nawfal bin Al-Harith bin *~ Abdul-Muttalib and " Aqgil bin Abu Talib bin * Abdul-
Muttalib, and also your ally " Utbah bin * Amr, from Bani Al-Harith bin Fihr.) Al-" Abbas said, " |
do not have that (money), O Allah's Messenger!' The Messenger said,
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(What about the wealth that you and Umm Al-Fadl buried, and you said to her, " If | am killed in
this battle, then this money that | buried is for my children Al-Fadl, * Abdullah and Quthm) Al-
" Abbas said, " By Allah, O Allah's Messenger! | know that you are Allah's Messenger, for thisis a
thing that none except Umm Al-Fadl and | knew. However, O Allah's Messenger! Could you
count towards my ransom the twenty Uwqiyah (pertaining to a weight) that you took from me
(in the battle)' The Messenger of Allah said,
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(No, for that was money that Allah made as war spoils for us from you).

S Al-" Abbas ransomed himself, histwo nephews and an ally, and Allah revealed this verse,
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(O Prophet! Say to the captives that are in your hands: "If Allah knows any good in your hearts,
He will give you something better than what has been taken from you, and He will forgive you,
and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 8:70 Al-° Abbas commented, " After | became
Muslim, Allah gave me twenty servants in place of the twenty Uwqgiyah | lost. And | hope for
Allah's forgiveness."

Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqgi recorded, that Anas bin Malik said, "The Prophet was brought
some wealth from Bahrain and said;
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(Distribute it in my Masjid) and it was the biggest amount of goods Allah's Messenger had ever
received. He left for prayer and did not even look at the goods. After finishing the prayer, he
sat by those goods and gave some of it to everybody he saw. Al-" Abbas came to him and said,
" O Allah's Messenger! give me (something) too, because | gave ransom for myself and ~ Aqil. '
Allah's Messenger told him to take. So he stuffed his garment with it and tried to carry it away
but he failed to do so. He said, ~ Order someone to help me in lifting it." The Prophet refused.
He then said to the Prophet , “Will you please help me to lift it' Allah's Messenger refused.
Then Al-" Abbas dropped some of it and lifted it on his shoulders and went away. Allah's
Messenger kept on watching him till he disappeared from his sight and was astonished at his
greediness. Allah's Messenger did not get up until the last coin was distributed.” Al-Bukhari also
collected this Hadith in several places of his Sahih with an abridged chain, in a manner
indicating his approral of it.

Allah said,
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(But if they intend to betray you, they indeed betrayed Allah before) meaning,
(d.uh; ‘ 9 <).\ u\ j)

(But if they intend to betray you) in contradiction to what they declare to you by words.

(U-\Su-ﬁ‘m\ y/. M‘)



(they indeed betrayed Allah before), the battle of Badr by committing disbelief in Him,
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(So He gave (you) power over them), causing them to be captured in Badr,
(5> il A1)
He is Ever Aware of his actions and All-Wise in what He decides.
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(72. Verily, those who believed, and emigrated and strove hard and fought with their property
and their livesin the cause of Allah as well as those who gave (them) asylum and help, -- these
are (all) allies to one another. And as to those who believed but did not emigrate, you owe no
duty of protection to them until they emigrate, but if they seek your help in religion, it is your
duty to help them except against a people with whom you have a treaty of mutual alliance;
and Allah isthe All-Seer of what you do.)

(And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.)

The Muhajirin and Al-Ansar are the Supporters of One Another

Here Allah mentions the types of believers, dividing them into the Muhajirin, who left their
homes and estates, emigrating to give support to Allah and His Messenger to establish His
religion. They gave up their wealth and themselves in this cause. There are also the Ansar, the
Muslims of Al-Madinah, who gave asylum to their Muhajirin brethren in their own homes and
comforted them with their wealth. They also gave aid to Allah and His Messenger by fighting
alongside the Muhajirun. Certainly they are,
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(allies to one another), for each one of them has more right to the other than anyone else. This
is why Allah's Messenger forged ties of brotherhood between the Muhajirin and Ansar, as Al-
Bukhari recorded from lbn * Abbas. They used to inherit from each other, having more right to
inheritance than the deceased man's relatives, until Allah abrogated that practice with the
fixed share for near relatives. Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin *~ Abdullah Al-Bajali said that
the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The Muhajirun and Al-Ansar are the supporters of each other, while the Tulaga' of Quraysh
(whom the Prophet set free after conquering Makkah) and "~ Utaga' from Thaqif (whom the
Prophet set free from captivity after the battle of Hunayn) are supporters of each other until
the Day of Resurrection. )

Only Ahmad collected this Hadith.

Allah praised the Muhagjirin and the Ansar in several Ayat of His Book and His Messenger (also
praised them too). Allah said,
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(And the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhajirun and the Ansar and also those who
followed them exactly. Allah is well-pleased with them as they are well-pleased with Him. He
has prepared for them gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise).) 9:100 , k
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(Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the Muhajirin and the Ansar who followed him in the time of
distress.) 9:117 , and,
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((And there is also a share in this booty) for the poor Muhajirin, who were expelled from their
homes and their property, seeking bounties from Allah and (His) good pleasure, and helping
Allah and His Messenger. Quch are indeed the truthful. And those who, before them, had homes
(in Al-Madinah) and adopted the faith, love those who emigrate to them, and have no jealousy

in their breasts for that which they have been given, and give them (emigrants) preference
over themselves even though they were in need of that) 59:8-9 .

The best comment on Allah's statement,

(1585l B AR 2y sXa L8 (5ha0 YT)
(...and have no jealousy in their breasts for that which they have been given) is that it means,
they do not envy the Muhajirin for the rewards that Allah gave them for their emigration.

These Ayat indicate that the Muhajirin are better in grade than the Ansar, and there is a
consensus on this ruling among the scholars.

The Believers Who did not emigrate did not yet receive the
Benefits of Wilayah

Allah said,
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(And as to those who believed but did not emigrate, you owe no duty of protection to them
until they emigrate,) 8:72 .

This is the third category of believers, those who believed, but did not perform Hijrah and
instead remained in their areas. They do not have any share in the war booty or in the fifth
designated for Allah and His Messenger, the relatives of the Prophet , the orphans, the poor
and the wayfarer , unlessthey attend battle.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Buraydah bin Al-Hasib Al-Aslami said, "When the Messenger of Allah
would send a commander with an expedition force or an army, he would advise him to have
Taqwa of Allah and be kind to the Muslims under his command. He used to say,
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(Fight in the Name of Allah, in the cause of Allah. Fight those who disbelieve in Allah. When
you meet your Mushrik enemy, then call them to one of three choices, and whichever they
agree to, then accept it and turn away from them. Call them to embrace Islam, and if they
agree, accept it from them and turn away from them. Then call them to leave their area and
come to areas in which the Muhagjirin reside. Make known to them that if they do this, they will
have the rights, as well as, the duties of the Muhgjirin. If they refuse and decide to remain in
their area, make known to them that they will be just like Muslim bedouins, and that Allah's
law applies to them just as it does to all believers. However, they will not have a share in the
war booty or Fai' (booty without war), unless they perform Jihad along with Muslims. If they
refuse all of this, then call them to pay the Jizyah, and if they accept, then take it from them
and turn away from them. If they refuse all these three options, then trust in Allah and fight
them.)

Muslim collected this Hadith.

Allah said next,
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(But if they seek your help in religion, it is your duty to help them.)

Allah commands, if these bedouins, who did not perform Hijrah, ask you to aid them against
their enemy, then aid them. It is incumbent on you to aid them in this case, because they are
your brothers in Islam, unless they ask you to aid them against disbelievers with whom you
have a fixed-term treaty of peace. In that case, do not betray your treaties or break your
promises with those whom you have treaties of peace. This was reported from lbn * Abbas.
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(73. And those who disbelieve are allies of one another, (and) if you (Muslims) do not do so
(protect one another), there will be Fitnah on the earth, and great corruption.)

The Disbelievers are Allies of Each Other; the Muslims are not their
Allies



After Allah mentioned that the believers are the supporters of one another, He severed all ties
of support between them and the disbelievers. In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that
Usamah said that the Prophet said,
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(No followers of two religions inherit from each other. Therefore, neither a Muslim inherits

from a disbeliever nor a disbeliever from a Muslim.)

The Prophet recited this Ayah,

~
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(And those who disbelieve are supporters of one another, (and) if you (Muslims) do not do so
(protect one another), there will be Fitnah on the earth, and great corruption.) Al-Hakim said,
"Its chain is Sahih, and they did not record it." However, the following, from Usamah bin Zayd,
isin the Two Sahihs; the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Neither a Muslim inherits from a disbeliever nor a disbeliever inherits from a Muslim.)

Allah said next,

(s 3y 91 3 288 0458 )

(If you do not do so, there will be Fithah and oppression on the earth, and a great corruption),
meaning, if you do not shun the idolators and offer your loyalty to the believers, Fitnah will
overcome the people. Then confusion polytheism and corruption will be rampant, for the
believers will be mixed with disbelievers, resulting in tremendous, widespread trials
corruption and mischief between people.
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(74. And those who believed, and emigrated and strove hard in the cause of Allah (Al-Jihad), as
well as those who gave (them) asylum and aid -- these are the believers in truth, for them is
forgiveness and a generous provision.) (75. And those who believed afterwards, and emigrated
and strove hard along with you, they are of you. But kindred by blood are nearer to one
another (regarding inheritance) in the decree ordained by Allah. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower
of everything.)

Believersin Truth

After Allah affirmed the ruling of loyalty and protection between the believers in this life, He
then mentioned their destination in the Hereafter. Allah also affirmed the faith of the
believers, just as mentioned in the beginning of this Surah, and that He will reward them with
forgiveness and by erasing their sins, if they have any. He also promised them honorable
provisions that are abundant, pure, everlasting and eternal; provisions that never end or run
out, nor will they ever cause boredom, for they are delightful and come in great varieties.
Allah then mentioned that those who follow the path of the believers in faith and performing
good deeds, will be with them in the Hereafter. Just as Allah said,
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(And the foremost to embrace Islam...) 9:100 , until the end of the Ayah. He also said,
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(And those who came after them ...) 59:10 .

A Hadith that is in the Two Sahihs, which is Mutawatir and has several authentic chains of
narrations, mentions that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(One will be in the company of those whom he loves.) Another Hadith states,
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(He who loves a people is one of them), and in another narration, he said,
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(...will be gathered with them (on the Day of Resurrection).)

Inheritance is for Designated Degrees of Relatives

Allah said,
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(But kindred by blood are nearer to one another (regarding inheritance) in the decree ordained
by Allah), meaning, in Allah's decision. This Ayah encompasses all relatives, not only the
degrees of relative who do not have a fixed, designated share in the inheritance, as some
people claim and use this Ayah to argue. According to Ibn * Abbas, Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Al-Hasan,
Qatadah and several others, this Ayah abrogated inheriting from those with whom one had ties
of treaties or brotherhood, as was the case in the beginning of Islam. So it applies to all
relatives, and as for those who do not inherit, then thisis supported by the Hadith,
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(Indeed Allah had alloted every right to the one who deserves it, so there may be no will for an
heir.)

Therefore, this Ayah also includes those who have a fixed share of inheritance. Allah knows
best.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Qurat Al-Anfal, all praise and thanks are for Allah, in Him we
trust, and He is sufficient for us, what an excellent supporter He is.



The Tafsir of Surat At-Tawbah
(Chapter - 9)
Which Was Revealed in Al-Madinah
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(1. Freedom from (all) obligations (is declared) from Allah and His Messenger () to those of the
Mushrikin (idolaters), with whom you made a treaty.) (2. S travel freely (O Mushrikin) for four

months (as you will) throughout the land, but know that you cannot escape (from the
punishment of) Allah; and Allah will disgrace the disbelievers.)

Why there is no Basmalah in the Beginning of This Surah

This honorable SQurah (chapter 9) was one of the last Surahs to be revealed to the Messenger of
Allah . Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara' said, "The last Ayah to be revealed was,
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(They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: "Allah directs (thus) about Al-Kalalah.") )4:176(, while
the last Surah to be revealed was Bara'ah." The Basmalah was not mentioned in the beginning
of this Qurah because the Companions did not write it in the complete copy of the Qur'an
(Mushaf) they collected, following the Commander of the faithful, *Uthman bin " Affan, may
Allah be pleased with him. The first part of this honorable Surah was revealed to the Messenger
of Allah when he returned from the battle of Tabuk, during the Hajj season, which the Prophet
thought about attending. But he remembered that the idolators would still attend that Hajj, as
was usual in past years, and that they perform Tawaf around the House while naked. He
disliked to associate with them and sent Abu Bakr As-Sddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, to
lead Hajj that year and show the people their rituals, commanding him to inform the idolators
that they would not be allowed to participate in Hajj after that season. He commanded him to
proclaim,

(A s Al a 36100)

(Freedom from (all) obligations (is declared) from Allah and His Messenger ()...), to the people.
When Abu Bakr had left, the Messenger sent " Ali bin Abu Talib to be the one to deliver this
news to the idolators on behalf of the Messenger , for he was the Messenger's cousin. We will
mention this story later.



Publicizing the Disavowal of the Idolators

Allah said,
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(Freedom from obligations from Allah and His Messenger ()), is a declaration of freedom from
all obligations from Allah and His Messenger ,
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(to those of the Mushrikin, with whom you made a treaty. So travel freely (Mushrikin) for four
months (as you will) throughout the land) )9:1-2(. This Ayah refers to idolators who had
indefinite treaties and those, whose treaties with Muslims ended in less than four months. The
terms of these treaties were restricted to four months only. As for those whose term of peace
ended at a specific date later (than the four months), then their treaties would end when their
terms ended, no matter how long afterwards, for Allah said,
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(So fulfill their treaty for them until the end of their term))9:4(. So whoever had a coventant
with Allah's Messenger then it would last until its period expired, this was reported from
Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi and others. We will also mention a Hadith on this matter. Abu
Ma' shar Al-Madani said that Muhammad bin Ka'b Al-Qurazi and several others said, "The
Messenger of Allah sent Abu Bakr to lead the Hajj rituals on the ninth year (of Hijrah). He also
sent * Ali bin Abi Talib with thirty or forty Ayat from Bara'ah (At-Tawbah), and he recited them
to the people, giving the idolators four months during which they freely move about in the
land. He recited these Ayat on the day of "~ Arafah (ninth of Dhul-Hijjah). The idolators were
given twenty more days (till the end) of Dhul-Hijjah, Muharram, Safar, Rabi® Al-Awwal and ten
days from Rabi® Ath-Thani. He proclaimed to them in their camping areas, ~ No Mushrik will be
allowed to perform Hajj after this year, nor a naked person to perform Tawaf around the
House.™ So Allah said,
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(8. And a declaration from Allah and His Messenger to mankind on the greatest day of Hajj that
Allah is free from obligations to the Mushrikin and so is His Messenger. So if you repent, it is
better for you, but if you turn away, then know that you cannot escape Allah. And give tidings
of a painful torment for those who disbelieve. )

Allah says, thisis a declaration,
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(from Allah and His Messenger), and a preface warning to the people,
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(on the greatest day of Hajj), the day of Sacrifice, the best and most apparent day of the Hajj
rituals, during which the largest gathering confers.
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(that Allah is free from (all) obligations to the Mushrikin and so is His Messenger.) also free
from all obligationsto them. Allah next invites the idolatorsto repent,
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(So if you repent), from the misguidance and Shirk you indulge in,
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(it is better for you, but if you turn away), and persist on your ways,
(Al (s oank e K01 Ll d)

(then know that you cannot escape Allah) Rather, Allah is capable over you, and you are all in
His grasp, under His power and will,
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(And give tidings of a painful torment for those who disbelieve) earning them disgrace and
affliction in this life and the torment of chains and barbed iron bars in the Hereafter. Al-
Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "Abu Bakr sent me during that Hajj with those
dispatched on the day of Sacrifice to declare in Mina that no Mushrik will be allowed to attend
Hajj after that year, nor will a naked person be allowed to perform Tawaf." Humayd said, "The
Prophet then sent " Ali bin Abi Talib and commanded him to announce Bara'ah." Abu Hurayrah
said, "Ali publicized Bara'ah with us to the gathering in Mina on the day of Sacrifice, declaring
that no Mushrik shall perform Hajj after that year, nor shall a naked person perform Tawaf
around the House." Al-Bukhari also collected this Hadith the this narration of which, Abu
Hurayrah said, "On the day of Nahr, Abu Bakr sent me along with other announcers to Mina to
make a public announcement that * No pagan is allowed to perform Hajj after this year, and no
naked person is allowed to perform the Tawaf around the Ka' bah.' Abu Bakr was leading the
people in that Hajj season, and in the year of ~ The Farewell Hajj' when the Prophet performed
Hajj, no Mushrik performed Hajj.™ Thisis the narration that Al-Bukhari recorded in the Book on
Jihad. Muhammad bin Ishaqg reported a narration from Abu Ja' far Muhammad bin " Ali bin Al-
Husayn who said, "When Bara'ah was revealed to Allah's Messenger , and he had sent Abu Bakr
to oversee the Hajj rites for the people, he was asked, ~ O Messenger of Allah! Why not send
this )message( to Abu Bakr' So he said,
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(It will not be accepted to have been from me if it is not from a man from my family.) Then he
called for " Ali and said to him,
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(Take this section from the beginning of Bara'ah and proclaim to the people on the day of the
Sacrifice while they are gathered at Mina that no disbeliever will enter Paradise, no idolator
will be permitted to perform Hajj after the year, there will be no Tawaf while naked, and
whoever has a covenant with Allah's Messenger, then it shall be valid until the time of its
expiration.) " Ali rode the camel of Allah's Messenger named Al-" Adba' until he caught up with
Abu Bakr in route. When Abu Bakr saw him he said, " Are you here as a commander or a
follower." ™ Ali replied, ~ A follower." They continued on. Abu Bakr lead the people in Hajj while
the Arabs were camping in their normal locations from Jahiliyyah. On the day of Sacrifice, ~ Ali
bin Abi Talib stood and proclaimed, * O people! No disbeliever will be admitted into Paradise,
no idolator will be permitted to perform Hajj next year, there shall be no Tawaf while naked,



and whoever has a covenant with Allah's Messenger , then it shall be valid until its time of
expiration.' So no idolator performed Hajj after that year, Tawaf around the House while naked
ceased. Then they returned to Allah's Messenger . S this was the declaration of innocence,
whoever among the idolators had no treaty, then he had a treaty of peace for one year, if he
had a particular treaty, then it was valid until its date of expiration.”
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(4. Except those of the Mushrikin with whom you have a treaty, and who have not subsequently
failed you in aught, nor have supported anyone against you. So fulfill their treaty for them until
the end of their term. Surely, Allah loves those who have Tagwa.)

Existing Peace Treaties remained valid until the End of Their Term

Thisis an exception regulating the longest extent of time for those who have a general treaty -
with out time mentioned - to four months. They would have four months to travel the lands in
search of sanctuary for themselves wherever they wish. Those whose treaty mentioned a
specifec limited term, then the longest it would extend was to the point of its agreed upon
termination date. Hadiths in this regard preceeded. S anyone who had a treaty with Allah's
Messenger , it lasted until its specific termination date. However, those in this category were
required to refrain from breaking the terms of the agreement with Muslims and from helping
non-Muslims against Muslims. Thisis the type whose peace agreement with Muslims was carried
out to its end. Allah encouraged honoring such peace treaties, saying,

(Surely, Allah loves those who have Taqwa) )9:4(, who keep their promises.
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(5. So when the Sacred Months have passed, then fight the Mushrikin wherever you find them,
and capture them and besiege them, and lie in wait for them in each and every ambush. But if



they repent and perform the Salah, and give the Zakah, then leave their way free. Verily, Allah
is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.)

Thisisthe Ayah of the Sword
Mujahid, ~ Amr bin Shu” ayb, Muhammad bin Ishag, Qatadah, As-Suddi and * Abdur-Rahman bin

Zayd bin Aslam said that the four months mentioned in this Ayah are the four-month grace
period mentioned in the earlier Ayah,
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(So travel freely for four months throughout the land.) Allah said next,
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(S0 when the Sacred Months have passed...), meaning, ~Upon the end of the four months

during which We prohibited you from fighting the idolators, and which is the grace period We
gave them, then fight and kill the idolators wherever you may find them." Allah's statement

next,
(b sbsn's i (8 20 1)

(then fight the Mushrikin wherever you find them), means, on the earth in general, except for
the Sacred Area, for Allah said,
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(And fight not with them at Al-Masjid Al-Haram, unless they fight you there. But if they attack

you, then fight them. ))2:191( Allah said here,
o8 88 -
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(and capture them), executing some and keeping some as prisoners,
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(and besiege them, and lie in wait for them in each and every ambush), do not wait until you
find them. Rather, seek and besiege them in their areas and forts, gather intelligence about

them in the various roads and fairways so that what is made wide looks ever smaller to them.
This way, they will have no choice, but to die or embrace Islam,
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(But if they repent and perform the Salah, and give the Zakah, then leave their way free.
Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) Abu Bakr As-Sddiq used this and other honorable
Ayat as proof for fighting those who refrained from paying the Zakah. These Ayat allowed
fighting people unless, and until, they embrace Islam and implement its rulings and obligations.
Allah mentioned the most important aspects of Islam here, including what is less important.
Qurely, the highest elements of Islam after the Two Testimonials, are the prayer, which is the
right of Allah, the Exalted and Ever High, then the Zakah, which benefits the poor and needy.
These are the most honorable acts that creatures perform, and this is why Allah often mentions
the prayer and Zakah together. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Ibn * Umar said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(I have been commanded to fight the people until they testify that there is no deity worthy of
worship except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establish the prayer and
pay the Zakah.) This honorable Ayah (9:5) was called the Ayah of the Swvord, about which Ad-
Dahhak bin Muzahim said, "It abrogated every agreement of peace between the Prophet and
any idolator, every treaty, and every term." Al-" Awfi said that lbn ~ Abbas commented: "No
idolator had any more treaty or promise of safety ever since Qurah Bara'ah was revealed. The

four months, in addition to, all peace treaties conducted before Bara'ah was revealed and
announced had ended by the tenth of the month of Rabi® Al-Akhir."
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(6. And if anyone of the Mushrikin seeks your protection then grant him protection so that he

may hear the Word of Allah (the Qur'an) and then escort him to where he can be secure, that is
because they are men who know not.)

Idolators are granted Safe Passage if They seek It

Allah said to His Prophet, peace be upon him,
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(And if anyone of the Mushrikin), whom you were commanded to fight and We allowed you

their blood and property,’
(2)52)

(seeks your protection), asked you for safe passage, then accept his request until he hears the
Words of Allah, the Qur'an. Recite the Qur'an to him and mention a good part of the religion

with which you establish Allah's proof against him,
(4 FEAPP I I %)

(and then escort him to where he can be secure) and safe, until he goes back to his land, his

home, and area of safety,
(0saba ¥ 8 2k

(that is because they are men who know not.) The Ayah says, *~ We legislated giving such people
safe passage so that they may learn about the religion of Allah, so that Allah's call will spread
among His servants. Ibn Abi Najih narrated that Mujahid said that this Ayah, "Refersto someone
who comes to you to hear what you say and what was revealed to you (O Muhammad).
Therefore, he is safe until he comes to you, hears Allah's Words and then proceeds to the safe
area where he came from." The Messenger of Allah used to thereafter grant safe passage to
those who came to him for guidance or to deliver a message. On the day of Hudaybiyyah,
several emissaries from Quraysh came to him, such as *~Urwah bin Mas ud, Mkraz bin Hafs,
Suhayl bin *Amr and several others. They came mediating between him and the Quraysh
pagans. They witnessed the great respect the Muslims had for the Prophet , which astonished
them, for they never before saw such respect for anyone, kings nor czars. They went back to
their people and conveyed this news to them; this, among other reasons, was one reason that
most of them accepted the guidance. When Musaylimah the Liar sent an emissary to the
Messenger of Allah, he asked him, "Do you testify that Musaylimah is a messenger from Allah"
He said, "Yes." The Messenger of Allah said,
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(I would have cut off your head, if it was not that emissaries are not killed.) That man, lon An-
Nawwahah, was later beheaded when " Abdullah bin Mas ud was the governor of Al-Kufah.
When it became known that he still testified that Musaylimah was a messenger from Allah, Ibn
Mas ud summoned him and said to him, "You are not delivering a message now!" He
commanded that Ibn An-Nawwahah be decapitated, may Allah curse him and deprive him of His
mercy. In summary, those who come from a land at war with Muslims to the area of Islam,
delivering a message, for business transactions, to negotiate a peace treaty, to pay the Jizyah,
to offer an end to hostilities, and so forth, and request safe passage from Muslim leaders or
their deputies, should be granted safe passage, as long as they remain in Muslim areas, until
they go back to their land and sanctuary.
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(7. How can there be a covenant with Allah and with His Messenger for the Mushrikin except
those with whom you made a covenant near Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) So long as they are
true to you, stand you true to them. Verily, Allah loves those who have Taqwa.)

Affirming the Disavowel of the Idolators

Allah mentions the wisdom in dissolving all obligations to the idolators and giving them a four
month period of safety, after which they will meet the sharp sword wherever they are found,

(S CnS il (& LaX)
(How can there be a covenant for the Mushrikin), a safe resort and refuge, while they persist in
Shirk with Allah, and disbelief in Him and His Messenger,
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(except those with whom you made a covenant near Al-Masjid Al-Haram), on the day of
Hudaybiyyah. Allah said in another Ayah )concerning the day of Hudaybiyyah(,
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(They are the ones who disbelieved and hindered you from Al-Masjid Al-Haram and detained
the sacrificial animals, from reaching their place of sacrifice.) )48:25( Allah said next,

(So long as they are true to you, stand you true to them.), if they keep the terms of the
treaties you conducted with them, including peace between you and them for ten years,
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(then stand you true to them. Verily, Allah loves those who have Taqwa.) The Messenger of
Allah and the Muslims preserved the terms of the treaty with the people of Makkah from the
month of Dhul-Qa’ dah in the sixth year )of Hijrah(, until the Quraysh broke it and helped their
allies, Banu Bakr, against Khuza' ah, the allies of Allah's Messenger . Aided by the Quraysh,
Banu Bakr killed some of Bani Khuza  ah in the Sacred Area! The Messenger of Allah led an
invasion army in the month of Ramadan, of the eighth year, and Allah opened the Sacred Area
for him to rule over them, all thanks are due to Allah. The Messenger of Allah freed the
Quraysh who embraced Islam after they were overpowered and defeated. These numbered
around two thousands, and they were refered to by the name "Tulaga' afterwards. Those
among them who remained in disbelief and ran away from Allah's Messenger were sent promises
of safe refuge for four months, during which they were allowed to move about freely. They
included Safwan bin Umayyah, " lkrimah bin Abi Jahl and many others. Allah later on guided
them to Islam, and they became excellent believers. Qurely, Allah is worthy of all praise for all
His actions and decrees.
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(8. How When if you are overpowered by them, they regard not the ties, either of kinship, (lll)
or of covenant (Dhimmah) With their mouths they please you, but their hearts are averse to
you, and most of them are rebellious.)

Allah encourages the believers to show enmity to the idolators and
to dissociate from them, affirming that they do not deserve to
enjoy a covenant of peace, because of their Shirk in Allah and

disbelief in Allah's Messenger .

If these disbelievers have a chance to defeat Muslims, they will cause great mischief, leave
nothing unharmed, disregard the ties of kinship and the sanctity of their vows. " Ali bin Abi
Talhah, " lkrimah and Al-" Awfi narrated that Ibn "~ Abbas said, "l means kinship, while,
Dhimmah means covenant." Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi said similarly.
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(9. They have purchased with the Ayat of Allah a little gain, and they hindered men from His
way; evil indeed is that which they used to do.) (10. With regard to a believer, they respect
not the ties, either of kinship or of covenant! It is they who are the transgressors.) (11. But if
they repent, perform the Salah and give the Zakah, then they are your brethren in religion. (In
this way) We explain the Ayat in detail for a people who know.) Allah admonishes the idolators
and encourages the believersto fight against them because,

(Slh L i ity 1y )

(They have purchased with the Ayat of Allah a little gain,) idolators exchanged following the
Ayat of Allah with the lower affairs of life that they indulged in,
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(and they hindered men from His way), trying to prevent the believers from following the
truth,

alsa (8 (s Ol sl 158 L pls agdl)
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(evil indeed is that which they used to do. With regard to a believer, they respect not the ties,
either of kinship or of covenant!) )9:9-10(. We explained these meanings before, as well as, the
meaning of,

£
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(But if they repent, perform the Salah...)
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(12. But if they violate their oaths after their covenant, and attack your religion with
disapproval and criticism, then fight (you) against the leaders of disbelief -- for surely, their
oaths are nothing to them -- so that they may stop (evil actions).)

The Oaths of the Leaders of Disbelief mean nothing to Them

Allah says, if the idolators with whom you conducted peace treaties for an appointed term
break

)

(their oaths) meaning, terms of their treaties, and covenants

(S B 1 sakas)

(and attack your religion...) with disapproval and criticism, it is because of this that one who
curses the Messenger, peace be upon him, or attacks the religion of Islam by way of criticism
and disapproval, they are to be fought. Thisis why Allah said afterwards,
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(then fight (you) against the leaders of disbelief -- for surely, their oaths are nothing to them --
so that they may stop.) so that they may refrain from the disbelief, rebellion and the
transgression they indulge in. Qatadah and others said that the leaders of disbelief were Abu
Jahl, "~ Utbah and Shaybah, Umayyah bin Khalaf, and he went on to mention several others. Al-
A’ mash narrated from Zayd bin Wahb from Hudhayfah; "The people of this Ayah were never
fought again." A similar statement was reported from " Ali bin Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased
with him. However, this Ayah is general, even though the specific reason behind revealing it
was the idolators of Quraysh. So this Ayah generally applies to them and others as well, Allah
knows best. Al-Walid bin Muslim said that Safwan bin ~ Amr narrated that ~ Abdur-Rahman bin
Jubayr bin Nufayr said that when Abu Bakr sent an army to Ash-Sham, he advised them, "You
will find some people with shaved heads. Therefore, strike the swords upon the parts that
contain the devil, for by Allah, it isbetter to me to kill one of these people than to kill seventy

other men. Thisis because Allah said,
( SI\ % ; Su “‘E)

(then fight (you) against the leaders of disbelief.)" Ibn Abi Hatim collected it.
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(13. Will you not fight a people who have violated their oaths and intended to expel the

Messenger while they did attack you first Do you fear them Allah has more right that you should

fear Him if you are believers.) (14. Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by your

hands, and disgrace them and give you victory over them, and heal the breasts of a believing

people,) (15. And remove the anger of their (believers) hearts. Allah accepts the repentance of
whom He wills. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.)

Encouragement to fight the Disbelievers, and some Benefits of
fighting Them
These Ayat encourage, direct and recommend fighting against the idolators who break the

terms of their covenants, those who tried to expel the Messenger from Makkah. Allah said in
other Ayat,

35 1 A A 18 5l S 1 3
DR AN AT TR s 8 A A

A
(And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted against you to imprison you, or to kill you, or

to expell you; they were plotting and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the best of those who
plot.) )8:30(,
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(...and have driven out the Messenger and yourselves (from your homeland) because you
believe in Allah your Lord!) )60:1(, and,
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(And verily, they were about to frighten you so much as to drive you out from the land.) )17:76(

Allah's statement,
(330 sl a8 52 ad )

(while they did attack you first), refers to the battle of Badr when the idolators marched to
protect their caravan. When they knew that their caravan escaped safely, they still went ahead
with their intent to fight Muslims out of arrogance, as we mentioned before. It was also said
that these Ayat refer to the idolators breaking the peace agreement with Muslims and aiding
Bani Bakr, their allies, against Khuza™ ah, the ally of the Messenger of Allah . This is why the
Messenger of Allah marched to Makkah in the year of the victory, thus conquering it, all thanks
and praise is due to Allah. Allah said,
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(Do you fear them Allah has more right that you should fear Him if you are believers.) Allah
says here, " Do not fear idolators, but fear Me instead, for | am worthy of being feared by the
servants due to My might and punishment. In My Hand lies the matter; whatever | will occurs,
and whatever | do not will does not occur.' Allah next said, while ordering the believers and
explaining the wisdom of ordaining Jihad against them, all the while able to destroy their
enemies with a command from Him,
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(Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by your hands, and disgrace them and give
you victory over them, and heal the breasts of a believing people.) This Ayah includes all
believers, even though Mujahid, " lkrimah and As-Suddi said that it refers to Khuza ah.
Concerning the believers, Allah said;



(et 2 La)

(and remove the anger of their hearts), then
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(Allah accepts the repentance of whom He wills), from His servants,
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(All-Wise), in His actions and statements, whether narrative or legislative. Allah does what He
wills, decides what He wills, and He is the Just Who never wrongs any. Not even the weight of

an atom of good or evil is ever neglected with Him, but rather, He compensates for it in this
life and the Hereafter.
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who have striven hard and fought, and have not taken Walijah besides Allah and His Messenger,
and the believers. Allah is well-acquainted with what you do.)

(Allah is All-Knowing), in what benefits His servants,

-~ 0

Among the Wisdom of Jihad isto test the Muslims

Allah said,

(o do - o T)
(Do you think), O believers that We will leave you untested with matters that make apparent
those who have pure, good intent from those who have false intent Thisis why Allah said next,
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(while Allah has not yet tested those among you who have striven hard and fought and have not
taken Walijah besides Allah and His Messenger, and the believers...), meaning, supporters and
confidants. Rather, they are sincere for Allah and His Messenger inwardly and outwardly. Allah
also said;
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(Alif-Lam-Mim. Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: "We believe," and
will not be tested. And We indeed tested those who were before them. And Allah will certainly
make known those who are true, and will certainly make known those who are liars...) )29:1-3(,
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(Do you think that you will enter Paradise before Allah tests those of you who fought (in His
cause) and (also) tests those who are patient))3: 142(, and,
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(Allah will not leave the believersin the state in which you are now, until He distinguishes the
wicked from the good))3:179(. In summary, since Allah legislated Jihad for His servants, He
explained that the wisdom behind doing so includes testing His servants, distinguishing
between those who obey Him and those who disobey Him. Allah, the Exalted, is the All-Knower
of what occurred, what will occur, and the true essence of what might occur had He decided
it. Therefore, Allah knows everything before it occurs and how it will occur, there is no deity
worthy of worship except Him, nor a Lord except Him. Truly, there is none who can avert
Allah's judgment and decision.
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(17. It is not for the Mushrikin, to maintain the Masjids of Allah, while they witness against
themselves of disbelief. The works of such are in vain and in Fire shall they abide.) (18. The
Masjids of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day;
perform the Salah, and give Zakah and fear none but Allah. It is they who are on true
guidance.)

It is not for Idolators to maintain the Masjids of Allah

Allah says that it is not fitting that those who associate others with Allah in worship should
maintain the Masjids of Allah that were built in His Name alone without partners. Those who
read the Ayah, "Masjid Allah", said that it refers to Al-Masjid Al-Haram, the most honored
Masjid on the earth, which was built, from the first day, for the purpose of worshipping Allah
alone without partners. It was built by Khalil Ar-Rahman (the Prophet Ibrahim) peace be upon
him. The idolators do this while they themselves testify to their disbelief with their statements
and actions. As-Quddi said, "If you ask a Christian, ~ What is your religion', He will tell you he is
a Christian. If you ask a Jew about his religion, he will say he is a Jew, and the same for a Sabi'

and a Mushrik!™
(relee| Cdan Sl T)

(The works of such are in vain), because of their Shirk,

(Osda 5 LUl 3)

(and in Fire shall they abide.) Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And why should not Allah punish them while they hinder (men) from Al-Masjid Al-Haram, and
they are not its guardians None can be its guardians except those with Tagwa, but most of

them know not.))8:34(.

Believers are the True Maintainers of the Masjids
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(The Masjids of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day.)
Therefore, Allah testifies to the faith of those who maintain the Masjids. " Abdur-Razzaq
narrated that ~ Amr bin Maymun Al-Awdi said, "I met the Companions of the Prophet and they
were saying, ~ The Masjids are the Houses of Allah on the earth. It is a promise from Allah that
He is generous to those who visit Him in the Masjids.," Allah said next,

(5 stall ST
(perform the Salah), one of the major acts of worship practiced by the body,
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(and give the Zakah), which isthe best act that benefits other people,
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(and fear none but Allah), they fear only Allah, the Exalted, and none else,
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(It isthey who are on true guidance.) " Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn * Abbas said about Allah's
statement,
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(The Masjids of Allah shall be maintained only by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day;)
"He who singles out Allah (in worship), has faith in the Last Day." )And he said(; "He who

believesin what Allah has revealed,
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(and fear none but Allah.), worships Allah alone,
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(it may be they who are on true guidance.) Allah says, " It is they who are the successful onesin
truth." Smilarly, Allah said to His Prophet ,
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(It may be that your Lord will raise you to Magam Mahmud))17:79(. Allah says here, " Your Lord
(O Muhammad) shall grant you a station of praise, that is, the intercession (on the Day of
Resurrection).’ Every " might' in the Qur'an means " shall'."
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(perform the Salah), establishes the five daily prayers,
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(19. Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims and the maintenance of Al-
Masjid Al-Haram as equal to the worth of those who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and
strive hard and fight in the cause of Allah They are not equal before Allah. And Allah guides not
those people who are the wrongdoers.) (20. Those who believed and emigrated and strove hard
and fought in Allah's cause with their wealth and their lives, are far higher in degree with
Allah. They are the successful.) (21. Their Lord gives them glad tidings of mercy from Him, and
His being pleased (with them), and of Gardens (Paradise) for them wherein are everlasting
delights.) (22. They will dwell therein forever. Verily, with Allah is a great reward.)

Providing Pilgrims with Water and maintaining the Sacred Masjid
are not equal to Faith and Jihad

his Tafsir, Al-° Awfi reported that lbn " Abbas explained this Ayah: "The idolators said,
“Maintaining Al-Masjid Al-Haram and providing water for pilgrims are better than embracing
the faith and performing Jihad.' They used to boast and show off among the people because
they claimed, they were the people and maintainers of Al-Masjid Al-Haram. Allah mentioned
their arrogance and rejection (of the faith), saying to “the people of Al-Haram', who were
idolators,
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(Indeed My Ayat used to be recited to you, but you used to turn back on your heels (denying
them, and refusing to listen to them with hatred). In pride, talking evil about it (the Qur'an) by
night.) )23:66-67(. They used to boast about being those who maintained the Sacred Sanctuary,

(e )

(talking about it by night). They used to talk about this by night while shunning the Qur'an and
the Prophet . Allah declared that faith and Jihad with the Prophet are better than the
idolators' maintaining Al-Masjid Al-Haram and providing water for pilgrims. These actions --
maintaining and serving Allah's House -- will not benefit them with Allah because they associate
others with Him. Allah the Exalted said,
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(They are not equal before Allah. And Allah guides not those people who are the wrongdoers.)
those who claimed they are the maintainers of the House. Allah described them with injustice,
on account of their Shirk, and thus, their maintaining the Masjid will not avail them." " Ali bin
Abi Talhah reported that Ibn *~ Abbas said, "This Ayah was revealed about Al-" Abbas bin * Abdul-
Muttalib, for when he was captured in the battle of Badr, he said, " If you rushed before usto
embrace Islam, perform Hijrah and Jihad, we were maintaining Al-Masjid Al-Haram, providing
water for the pilgrims and setting the indebted free.' Allah, the Exalted and Ever High, said,
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(Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims), until,
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(and Allah guides not those people who are the wrongdoers). Allah says, " All these actions
were performed while committing Shirk, and | do not accept the (good deeds) that are
performed while in a state of Shirk." Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim said, "Muslims came to Al-" Abbas
and his friends who were captured during the battle of Badr and admonished them for their

Shirk. Al-" Abbas said, "By Allah! We used to maintain Al-Masjid Al-Haram, release the
indebted, serve the House (or cover it, or maintain it) and provide water for pilgrims.' Allah

revealed this verse,
z - “4 A 1
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(Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims...)" There is a Hadith )from the
Prophet ( about the Tafsir of this Ayah that we should mention. * Abdur-Razzaq recorded that
An-Nu” man bin Bashir said that a man said, "I do not care if | do not perform an action after
embracing Islam other than providing drinking water for pilgrims )who visit the Ka' bah at
Makkah(." Another man said, "I do not care if | do not perform an action after embracing Islam
other than maintaining Al-Masjid Al-Haram." A third man said, "Jihad in the cause of Allah is
more righteous than what you have said." * Umar admonished them, "Do not raise your voices
next to the Minbar of the Messenger of Allah," and as it was a Friday, he said, "but after we
pray the Friday prayer, we will go to the Prophet and ask him." This verse was revealed,
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(Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims and the maintenance of Al-
Masjid Al-Haram), until,

(D Xie s 6in YY)

(They are not equal before Allah. )
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(23. O you who believe! Take not as supporters your fathers and your brothers if they prefer
disbelief to belief. And whoever of you befriends them, then he is one of the wrongdoers.) (24.
Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your spouses, your kindred, the wealth that you
have gained, the commerce in which you fear a decline, and the dwellings in which you delight
are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger, and striving hard and fighting in His cause,
then wait until Allah brings about His decision (torment). And Allah guides not the people who
are rebellious.)

The Prohibition of taking the Idolators as Supporters, even with
Relatives

Allah commands shunning the disbelievers, even if they are one's parents or children, and
prohibits taking them as supporters if they choose disbelief instead of faith. Allah warns,
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i(You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their fathers or their sons or
their brothers or their kindred (people). For such He has written (predetermined) faith in their
hearts, and strengthened them with a Ruh (proof, light and true guidance) from Himself. And
He will admit them to Gardens (Paradise) under which rivers flow.) )58:22( Al-Hafiz Al-Bayhaqi
recorded that ~ Abdullah bin Shawdhab said, "The father of Abu "~ Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah was
repeatedly praising the idols to his son on the day of Badr, and Abu " Ubaydah kept avoiding
him. When Al-Jarrah persisted, his son Abu * Ubaydah headed towards him and killed him. Allah
revealed this Ayah in his case,
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(You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger."))58:22( Allah commanded His Messenger to warn
those who prefer their family, relatives or tribe to Allah, His Messenger and Jihad in His cause,
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(Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your kindred, the wealth that you
have gained), amassed and collected,
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(the commerce in which you fear a decline, and the dwellings in which you delight), and prefer
and love because they are comfortable and good. If all these things,
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(are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger, and striving hard and fighting in His cause,
then wait...) for what will befall you of Allah's punishment and torment,
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(until Allah brings about His decision. And Allah guides not the people who are rebellious.)
Imam Ahmad recorded that Zuhrah bin Ma’ bad said that his grandfather said, "We were with



the Messenger of Allah , while he was holding the hand of ~ Umar bin Al-Khattab. * Umar said,
"By Allah! You, O Messenger of Allah, are dearer to me than everything, except for myself.' The
Messenger of Allah said,
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(None among you will attain faith until | become dearer to him than even himself.) * Umar said,
*Verily, now, you are dearer to me than myself, by Allah!" The Messenger of Allah said,
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(Now, O "Umar!)" Al-Bukhari also collected this Hadith. Imam Ahmad and Abu Dawud (this is

the version of Abu Dawud) recorded that Ibn “Umar said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah
saying,
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(If you transact in " lynah (a type of Riba), follow the tails of cows (tilling the land), become
content with agriculture and abandoned Jihad, Allah will send on you disgrace that He will not
remove until, you return to your religion.)"
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(25. Truly, Allah has given you victory on many battlefields, and on the day of Hunayn (battle)
when you rejoiced at your great number, but it availed you naught and the earth, vast asit is,
was straitened for you, then you turned back in flight). (26. Then Allah did send down His
Sakinah (tranquillity) on His Messenger, and on the believers, and sent down forces (angels)
which you saw not, and punished the disbelievers. Quch is the recompense of disbelievers). (27.
Then after that Allah will accept the repentance of whom He wills. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.)

The Outcome of Victory by Way of the Unseen Aid

Ibn Jurayj reported from Mujahid that this was the first Ayah of Bara'ah in which Allah, the
Exalted, reminds the believers how He favored and blessed them by giving them victory in
many battles with His Messenger . Allah mentioned that victory comes from Him, by His aid and
decree, not because of their numbers or adequate supplies, whether the triumphs are few or
many. On the day of Hunayn, the Muslims were proud because of their large number, which did
not avail them in the least; they retreated and fled from battle. Only a few of them remained
with the Messenger of Allah Allah then sent down His aid and support to His Messenger and the
believers who remained with him, so that they were aware that victory is from Allah alone and
through His aid, even if the victorious were few. Many a small group overcame a larger
opposition by Allah's leave, and Allah is ever with those who are patient. We will explain this
subject in detail below, Allah willing.

The Battle of Hunayn

The battle of Hunayn occurred after the victory of Makkah, in the month of Shawwal of the
eighth year of Hijrah. After the Prophet conquered Makkah and things settled, most of its
people embraced Islam and he set them free. News came to the Messenger of Allah that the
tribe of Hawazin were gathering their forces to fight him, under the command of Malik bin
" Awf An-Nadri, as well as, the entire tribe of Thagif, the tribes of Banu Jusham, Banu Sa" d bin
Bakr, a few people of Awza™ from Banu Hilal and some people from Bani ~ Amr bin ~ Amir and
" Awf bin * Amir. They brought their women, children, sheep and camels along, in addition to
their armed forces and adequate supplies. The Messenger of Allah marched to meet them with
the army that he brought to conquer Makkah, ten thousand from the Muhajirin, the Ansar and
various Arab tribes. Along with them came the Tulaga' numbering two thousand men. The
Messenger took them along to meet the enemy. The two armies met in Humayn, a valley
between Makkah and At-Ta'if. The battle started in the early part of the morning, when the
Huwazin forces, who were lying in ambush, descended on the valley when the Muslims entered.
Muslims were suddenly struck by the ambush, the arrows descended on them and the swords
struck them. The Huwazin commander ordered them to descend and attack the Muslims as one
block, and when they did that, the Muslims retreated in haste, just as Allah described them.
The Messenger of Allah remained firm in his position while riding his mule, Ash-Shahba'. He was
leading his mule towards the enemy, while his uncle Al-" Abbas was holding its right-hand rope
and )his cousin( Abu Sufyan bin Al-Harith bin * Abdul-Muttalib was holding the left rope. They
tried to hold the mule back so it would not run faster toward the enemy. Meanwhile, the
Messenger of Allah was declaring his name aloud and saying,
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(O servants of Allah! Come back to me! | am the Messenger of Allah! He repeated these words,
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(I am the Prophet, not lying! | am the son of Abdul-Muttalib!) There remained between a
hundred and eighty Companions with the Prophet . These included Abu Bakr, ~ Umar, Al-
" Abbas, " Ali, Al-Fadl bin * Abbas, Abu Sufyan bin Al-Harith, Ayman the son of Umm Ayman and
Usamah bin Zayd. There were many other Companions, may Allah be pleased with them. The
Prophet commanded his uncle Al-" Abbas, whose voice was rather loud, to call at the top of his
voice, "O Companions of the Samurah )tree(" referring to the Muhajirin and Ansar who gave
their pledge under the tree during the pledge of Ridwan, not to run away and retreat. He also
called, "O Companions of Qurat Al-Bagarah." Upon hearing that, those heralded started saying,
"Here we are! Here we are!" Muslims started returning in the direction of the Messenger of
Allah . If the camel of one of them did not obey him (as the people were rushing to the other
direction in flight) he would wear his shield and descend from his camel and rush to the side of
the Messenger of Allah on foot. When a large crowd gathered around the Messenger of Allah ,
he commanded them to fight in sincerity and took a handful of sand and threw it in the faces
of the disbelievers, after supplicating to Allah,
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(O Allah! Fulfill Your promise to me!) Then he threw that handful of sand which entered the
eyes and mouth of all the disbelievers, thus distracting them from fighting, and they retreated
in defeat. The Muslims pursued the enemy, killing and capturing them. The rest of the Muslim
army (returning to battle gradually) rejoined their positions and found many captured
disbelieving soldiers kept tied before the Messenger of Allah . In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded
that Shu’ bah said that Abu Ishaq said that Al-Bara' bin * Azib said to a man who asked him, "O
Abu * Amarah! Did you run away during Hunayn and leave the Messenger of Allah " Al-Bara' said,
"But the Messenger of Allah did not run away. Hawazin was a tribe proficient with their arrows.
When we met them we attacked their forces and they ran away in defeat. The Muslims started
to worry about collecting the spoils of war and the Hawazin started shooting arrows at us, then
the Muslims fled. | saw the Messenger of Allah proclaiming, -- while Abu Sufyan was holding the
bridle of hiswhite mule,
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(I am the Prophet, not lying, | am the son of *~ Abdul- Muttalib!) This shows the great courage on
behalf of the Prophet in the midst of confusion, when his army ran away and left him behind.
Yet, the Messenger remained on his mule, which is a slow animal, not suitable for fast battle
moves or even escape. Yet, the Messenger of Allah was encouraging his mule to move forward
towards the enemy announcing who he was, so that those among them who did not know who
he was came to know him. May Allah's peace and blessings be on the Messenger until the Day of
Resurrection. This indicates the tremendous trust in Allah and reliance upon Him, as well as,
sure knowledge that He will give him victory, complete what He has sent him for and give
prominence to his religion above all other religions. Allah said,
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(Then Allah did send down His Sakinah on His Messenger), He sent down tranquillity and
reassurance to His Messenger,
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(and on the believers), who remained with him,
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(and sent down forces which you saw not, ) this refersto angels. Imam Abu Ja’ far bin Jarir )At-
Tabari( said that Al-Qasim narrated to them, that Al-Hasan bin ~ Arafah said that Al-Mu" tamir
bin Sulayman said from * Awf bin Abi Jamilah Al-" Arabi who said that he heard * Abdur-Rahman,
the freed slave of lbn Barthan saying, "A man who participated in Hunayn with the idolators
narrated to me, “When we met the Messenger of Allah and his Companions on the day of
Hunayn, they did not remain in battle more than the time it takes to milk a sheep! When we
defeated them, we pursued them until we ended at the rider of the white mule, the Messenger
of Allah . At that time, men with white handsome faces intercepted us and said: " Disgraced be
the faces! Go back. So we ran away, but they followed us. That was the end for us.™ Allah said,
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(Then after that Allah will accept the repentance of whom He wills. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.) Allah forgave the rest of Huwazin when they embraced Islam and went to the
Prophet , before he arrived at Makkah in the Ji" ranah area. This occurred twenty days after
the battle of Hunayn. The Messenger gave them the choice between taking those who were
prisoner or the war spoils they lost, and they chose the former. The Prophet released six
thousand prisoners to them, but divided the war spoils between the victors, such as some of
the Tulaga, so that their hearts would be inclined towards Islam. He gave each of them a
hundred camels, and the same to Malik bin ~ Awf An-Nasri whom he appointed chief of his
people (Huwazin) as he was before. Malik bin *Awf said a poem in which he praised the
Messenger of Allah for his generosity and extraordinary courage.
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(28. O you who believe! Verily, the Mushrikin are impure. So let them not come near Al-Masjid
Al-Haram after this year; and if you fear poverty, Allah will enrich you if He wills, out of His
bounty. Surely, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.) (29. Fight against those who believe not in
Allah, nor in the Last Day, nor forbid that which has been forbidden by Allah and His

Messenger, and those who acknowledge not the religion of truth among the People of the
Sripture, until they pay the Jizyah with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued.)

Idolators are no longer allowed into Al-Masjid Al-Haram

Allah commands His believing servants, who are pure in religion and person, to expel the
idolators who are filthy in the religious sense, from Al-Masjid Al-Haram. After the revelation of
this Ayah, idolators were no longer allowed to go near the Masjid. This Ayah was revealed in
the ninth year of Hijrah. The Messenger of Allah sent ~ Ali in the company of Abu Bakr that year
to publicize to the idolators that no Mushrik will be allowed to perform Hajj after that year,
nor a naked person allowed to perform Tawaf around the House. Allah completed this decree,
made it a legislative ruling, as well as, a fact of reality. ~ Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Jabir bin
" Abdullah commented on the Ayah,
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(O you who believe! Verily, the Mushrikin are impure. S let them not come near Al-Masjid Al-
Haram after this year) "Unless it was a servant or one of the people of Dhimmah." Imam Abu

“Amr Al-Awza'i said, "Umar bin " Abdul-" Aziz wrote (to his governors) to prevent Jews and
Christians from entering the Masjids of Muslims, and he followed his order with Allah's

(L (58,2 L)

(Verily, the Mushrikin are impure.) * Ata' said, "All of the Sacred Area )the Haram( is considered
a Magjid, for Allah said,
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(So let them not come near Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) after this year.)" This Ayah
indicates that idolators are impure and that the believers are pure. In the Sahih is the
following,
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(The believer does not become impure.) Allah said,
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(and if you fear poverty, Allah will enrich you, out of His bounty.) Muhammad bin Ishaq

commented, "The people said, * Our markets will be closed, our commerce disrupted, and what
we earned will vanish.' So Allah revealed this verse,
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(and if you fear poverty, Allah will enrich you, out of His bounty), from other resources,
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(if He wills), until,
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(. ..and feel themselves subdued.) This Ayah means, "this will be your compensation for the
closed markets that you feared would result.' Therefore, Allah compensated them for the losses

they incurred because they severed ties with idolators, by the Jizyah they earned from the
People of the Book." Smilar statements were reported from lbn * Abbas, Mujahid,  Ikrimah,

S’ id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak and others. Allah said,
Y T ®,
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(AllI-Wise), in His orders and prohibitions, for He is All-Perfect in His actions and statements,
All-Just in His creations and decisions, Blessed and Hallowed be He. This is why Allah

compensated Muslims for their losses by the amount of Jizyah that they took from the people
of Dhimmah.

(Surely, Allah is All-Knowing), in what benefits you,

The Order to fight People of the Scriptures until They give the
Jizyah

Allah said,
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(Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last Day, nor forbid that which has
been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, and those who acknowledge not the religion of
truth among the People of the Scripture, until they pay the Jizyah with willing submission, and
feel themselves subdued.) Therefore, when People of the Scriptures disbelieved in Muhammad
, they had no beneficial faith in any Messenger or what the Messengers brought. Rather, they
followed their religions because this conformed with their ideas, lusts and the ways of their
forefathers, not because they are Allah's Law and religion. Had they been true believers in
their religions, that faith would have directed them to believe in Muhammad , because all
Prophets gave the good news of Muhammad's advent and commanded them to obey and follow
him. Yet when he was sent, they disbelieved in him, even though he is the mightiest of all
Messengers. Therefore, they do not follow the religion of earlier Prophets because these
religions came from Allah, but because these suit their desires and lusts. Therefore, their
claimed faith in an earlier Prophet will not benefit them because they disbelieved in the
master, the mightiest, the last and most perfect of all Prophets . Hence Allah's statement,
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(Fight against those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last Day, nor forbid that which has
been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, and those who acknowledge not the religion of
truth among the People of the Scripture,) This honorable Ayah was revealed with the order to
fight the People of the Book, after the pagans were defeated, the people entered Allah's
religion in large numbers, and the Arabian Peninsula was secured under the Muslims' control.
Allah commanded His Messenger to fight the People of the Scriptures, Jews and Christians, on
the ninth year of Hijrah, and he prepared his army to fight the Romans and called the people
to Jihad announcing his intent and destination. The Messenger sent his intent to various Arab
areas around Al-Madinah to gather forces, and he collected an army of thirty thousand. Some
people from Al-Madinah and some hypocrites, in and around it, lagged behind, for that year
was a year of drought and intense heat. The Messenger of Allah marched, heading towards Ash-
Sham to fight the Romans until he reached Tabuk, where he set camp for about twenty days
next to its water resources. He then prayed to Allah for a decision and went back to Al-Madinah
because it was a hard year and the people were weak, as we will mention, Allah willing.

Paying Jizyah is a Sign of Kufr and Disgrace



Allah said,
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(until they pay the Jizyah), if they do not choose to embrace Islam,
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(with willing submission), in defeat and subservience,
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(and feel themselves subdued.), disgraced, humiliated and belittled. Therefore, Muslims are
not allowed to honor the people of Dhimmah or elevate them above Muslims, for they are

miserable, disgraced and humiliated. Muslim recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet
said,
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(Do not initiate the Salam to the Jews and Christians, and if you meet any of them in a road,
force them to its narrowest alley.) Thisis why the Leader of the faithful * Umar bin Al-Khattab,
may Allah be pleased with him, demanded his well-known conditions be met by the Christians,
these conditions that ensured their continued humiliation, degradation and disgrace. The
scholars of Hadith narrated from " Abdur-Rahman bin Ghanm Al-Ash’ ari that he said, "l
recorded for * Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, the terms of the treaty of
peace he conducted with the Christians of Ash-Sham: " In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious,
Most Merciful. This is a document to the servant of Allah “Umar, the Leader of the faithful,
from the Christians of such and such city. When you (Muslims) came to us we requested safety
for ourselves, children, property and followers of our religion. We made a condition on
ourselves that we will neither erect in our areas a monastery, church, or a sanctuary for a
monk, nor restore any place of worship that needs restoration nor use any of them for the
purpose of enmity against Muslims. We will not prevent any Muslim from resting in our churches
whether they come by day or night, and we will open the doors )of our houses of worship( for
the wayfarer and passerby. Those Muslims who come as guests, will enjoy boarding and food
for three days. We will not allow a spy against Muslims into our churches and homes or hide
deceit )or betrayal( against Muslims. We will not teach our children the Qur'an, publicize
practices of Shirk, invite anyone to Shirk or prevent any of our fellows from embracing Islam, if
they choose to do so. We will respect Muslims, move from the places we sit in if they choose to
sit in them. We will not imitate their clothing, caps, turbans, sandals, hairstyles, speech,
nicknames and title names, or ride on saddles, hang swords on the shoulders, collect weapons
of any kind or carry these weapons. We will not encrypt our stamps in Arabic, or sell liquor. We
will have the front of our hair cut, wear our customary clothes wherever we are, wear belts
around our waist, refrain from erecting crosses on the outside of our churches and
demonstrating them and our books in public in Muslim fairways and markets. We will not sound

the bells in our churches, except discretely, or raise our voices while reciting our holy books
inside our churches in the presence of Muslims, nor raise our voices )with prayer( at our



funerals, or light torchesin funeral processionsin the fairways of Muslims, or their markets. We
will not bury our dead next to Muslim dead, or buy servants who were captured by Muslims. We
will be guides for Muslims and refrain from breaching their privacy in their homes.' When | gave
this document to “~Umar, he added to it, “We will not beat any Muslim. These are the
conditions that we set against ourselves and followers of our religion in return for safety and
protection. If we break any of these promises that we set for your benefit against ourselves,
then our Dhimmah (promise of protection) is broken and you are allowed to do with us what
you are allowed of people of defiance and rebellion.™

ol g alll e A el culldy)
OW&AJSL\?@)SJJ&\ ua\ C_u.m]\
QT Al aplid (8 J)SS w J s

2 QU] agiad’ys ad a1 048 -wﬁé‘
/Yl ‘Ji)ﬁj taj ;i):a u.\\ C_\.um]‘j ‘\ﬁ‘ U}‘J
Lo dais b Y ATl Y Taaly () 15005

(o

(30. And the Jews say: "Uzayr (Ezra) is the son of Allah,” and the Christians say: "The Messiah is
the son of Allah." That is their saying with their mouths, resembling the saying of those who
disbelieved aforetime. May Allah fight them, how they are deluded away from the truth!) (31.
They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah,
and (they also took as their Lord) the Messiah, son of Maryam, while they were commanded to
worship none but One God, none has the right to be worshipped but He. Praise and hallowed be
He above what they associate (with Him).")

Fighting the Jews and Christians is legislated because They are
Idolators and Disbelievers
Allah the Exalted encourages the believers to fight the polytheists, disbelieving Jews and
Christians, who uttered this terrible statement and utter lies against Allah, the Exalted. As for

the Jews, they claimed that * Uzayr was the son of God, Allah is free of what they attribute to
Him. As for the misguidance of Christians over " lIsa, it is obvious. This is why Allah declared

both groupsto be liars,
(e s 58

(That istheir saying with their mouths), but they have no proof that supports their claim, other
than lies and fabrications,
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(the saying of those who disbelieved aforetime.) They imitate the previous nations who fell

into misguidance just as Jews and Christians did,
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(how they are deluded away from the truth!) how they deviate from truth, when it is apparent,
exchanging it for misguidance. Allah said next,
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(They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah, and the Messiah, son of
Maryam) )9:31(. Imam Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi and lbn Jarir At-Tabari recorded a Hadith via several
chains of narration, from * Adi bin Hatim, may Allah be pleased with him, who became Christian
during the time of Jahiliyyah. When the call of the Messenger of Allah reached his area, ~ Adi
ran away to Ash-Sham, and his sister and several of his people were captured. The Messenger
of Allah freed his sister and gave her gifts. So she went to her brother and encouraged him to
become Muslim and to go to the Messenger of Allah . * Adi, who was one of the chiefs of his
people (the tribe of Tai') and whose father, Hatim At-Ta'i, was known for his generosity, went
to Al-Madinah. When the people announced his arrival, ~ Adi went to the Messenger of Allah
wearing a silver cross around his neck. The Messenger of Allah recited this Ayah;
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(They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah). * Adi commented, "l
said, " They did not worship them.™ The Prophet said,
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(resembling), imitating,

(may Allah fight them), Ibn * Abbas said, "May Allah curse them."



(Yes they did. They (rabbis and monks) prohibited the allowed for them (Christians and Jews)
and allowed the prohibited, and they obeyed them. This is how they worshipped them.) The
Messenger of Allah said to ™ Adi,
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(O " Adi what do you say Did you run away (to Ash-Sham) so that 'Allahu Akbar' (Allah is the
Great) is not pronounced Do you know of anything greater than Allah What made you run away

Did you run away so that " La ilaha illallah’ is not pronounced Do you know of any deity worthy
of worship except Allah)

The Messenger invited " Adi to embrace Islam, and he embraced Islam and pronounced the

Testimony of Truth. The face of the Messenger of Allah beamed with pleasure and he said to
" Adi,
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(Verily, the Jews have earned the anger (of Allah) and the Christians are misguided.)
Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman, "~ Abdullah bin * Abbas and several others said about the explanation
of,

Al oy 0d e Gyl agiod’y RS

(, BELEG R aé—‘—‘“JJe“J—‘A J )
(They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah...) that the Christians
and Jews obeyed their monks and rabbis in whatever they allowed or prohibited for them. This

(Tan’y G) 155l 91 1575 ay)

(while they were commanded to worship none but One God), Who, whatever He renders
prohibited is the prohibited, whatever He allowed is the allowed, whatever He legislates, isto
be the law followed, and whatever He decidesis to be adhered to;

(0552 Ui A0 5 9120 9)

(None has the right to be worshipped but He. Hallowed be He above what they associate (with
Him).) Meaning, exalted, sanctified, hallowed above partners, equals, aids, rivals or children,
there is no deity or Lord worthy of worship except Him.
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(32. They want to extinguish Allah's Light with their mouths, but Allah will not allow except
that His Light should be perfected even though the disbelievers hate (it).) (33. It is He Who has

sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth, to make it superior over all
religions even though the idolators hate (it).)

People of the Scripturestry to extinguish the Light of Islam

Allah says, the disbelieving idolators and People of the Scriptures want to,

(4Bl 581 st )
(extinguish the Light of Allah). They try through argument and lies to extinguish the guidance
and religion of truth that the Messenger of Allah was sent with. Their example is the example
of he who wants to extinguish the light of the sun or the moon by blowing at them! Indeed,

such a person will never accomplish what he sought. Likewise, the light of what the Messenger
was sent with will certainly shine and spread. Allah replied to the idolators desire and hope,
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(but Allah will not allow except that His Light should be perfected even though the disbelievers
(Kafirun) hate (it)) )9:32(. )Linguistincally( a Kafir is the person who covers something. For

instance, night is called Kafiran )covering( because it covers things )with darkness(. The farmer
is called Kafiran, because he covers seeds in the ground. Allah said in an Ayah,

§ ‘g ~% - 1 - - 0 £
(thereof the growth is pleasing to the )Kuffar( tillers))57:20(.

Islam is the Religion That will dominate over all Other Religions

Allah said next,
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(It is He Who has sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth.) ~ Guidance' refers
to the true narrations, beneficial faith and true religion that the Messenger came with.
“religion of truth' refers to the righteous, legal deeds that bring about benefit in this life and

the Hereafter.
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(to make it (Islam) superior over all religions) It is recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of
Allah said,

Ly Ll Ll J Ty U»
(e (57 Lo (il Al &L

(Allah made the eastern and western parts of the earth draw near for me )to see(, and the rule
of my Ummah will extend as far as | saw.) Imam Ahmad recorded from Tamim Ad-Dari that he
said, "l heard the Messenger of Allah saying,
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(This matter (Islam) will keep spreading as far as the night and day reach, until Allah will not
leave a house made of mud or hair, but will make this religion enter it, while bringing might to
a mighty person (a Muslim) and humiliation to a disgraced person (who rejects Islam). Might
with which Allah elevates Islam (and its people) and disgrace with which Allah humiliates
disbelief (and its people).) Tamim Ad-Dari )who was a Christian before Islam( used to say, "l
have come to know the meaning of this Hadith in my own people. Those who became Muslims
among them acquired goodness, honor and might. Disgrace, humiliation and Jizyah befell those
who remained disbelievers."
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(34. O you who believe! Verily, there are many of the Ahbar (rabbis) and the Ruhban (monks)
who devour the wealth of mankind in falsehood, and hinder (them) from the way of Allah. And
those who hoard up gold and silver and spend them not in the way of Allah, announce unto
them a painful torment.) (35. On the Day when that will be heated in the fire of Hell and with
it will be branded their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, (and it will be said unto
them:) "This is the treasure which you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used to
hoard.")

Warning against Corrupt Scholars and Misguided Worshippers

As-Quddi said that the Ahbar are Jewish rabbis, while the Ruhban are Christian monks. This
statement istrue, for Ahbar are Jewish rabbis, just as Allah said,
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(Why do not the Ahbar (rabbis) and the religious learned men forbid them from uttering sinful
words and eating unlawful things.) )5:63( The Ruhban are Christian monks or worshippers, while
the " Qissisun' are their scholars. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(This is because among them, there are Qissisin and Ruhban...))5:82(. This Ayah warns against
corrupt scholars and misguided worshippers. Sufyan bin "~ Uyaynah said, "Those among our

scholars who become corrupt are similar to the Jews, while those among our worshippers who
become misguided are like Christians." An authentic Hadith declares,
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(You will follow the ways of those who were before you, step by step.) They asked, "Jews and
Christians" He said,
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¢ (Who else) In another narration, they asked, "Persia and Rome" He said,
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(And who else if it was not them) These texts warn against imitating them in action and
statement, for they, as Allah stated,

e Osaars Jhall W8N O PARGE )
(D) o

(devour the wealth of mankind in falsehood, and hinder (them) from the way of Allah.) They
sell the religion in return for worldly gains, using their positions and status among people to
illegally devour their property. For instance, the Jews were respected by the people of
Jahiliyyah and collected gifts, taxes and presents from them. When Allah sent His Messenger ,
the Jews persisted in their misguidance, disbelief and rebellion, hoping to keep their status
and position. However, Allah extinguished all this and took it away from them with the light of
Prophethood and instead gave them disgrace and degradation, and they incurred the anger of

Allah, the Exalted. Allah said next,
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(and hinder (them) from the way of Allah.) Therefore, they illegally devour people's property
and hinder them from following the truth. They also confuse truth with falsehood and pretend
before their ignorant followers that they call to righteousness. The true reality is that they call
to the Fire and will not find any helpers on the Day of Resurrection.

Torment of Those Who hoard Gold and Silver

Allah said,
st Yy Aadlly cadll (555 ¢palls)
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(And those who hoard )Kanz( gold and silver and spend them not in the way of Allah, announce
unto them a painful torment.) )9:34(. This is the third category of leaders, for people rely on
their scholars, worshippers and the wealthy among them. When these categories of people
become corrupt, the society in general becomes corrupt. Ibn Al-Mubarak once said, "What
corrupted the religion, except kings and wicked Ahbar and Ruhban." As for Kanz, it refers to
the wealth on which Zakah has not been paid, according to Malik, who narrated this from



“ Abdullah bin Dinar from lbn “Umar. Al-Bukhari recorded that Az-Zuhri said that Khalid bin
Aslam said that "~ Abdullah bin * Umar said, "This was before Zakah was ordained. When Zakah
was ordained, Allah made it a cleanser for wealth." * Umar bin *~ Abdul-" Aziz and " Irak bin Malik
said that this Ayah was abrogated by Allah's statement,
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(Take Sadagah (alms) from their wealth) There are many Hadiths that admonish hoarding gold
and silver. We will mention here some of these Hadiths. * Abdur-Razzaq recorded a Hadith from

“ Ali about Allah's statement,
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(And those who hoard up gold and silver...) " Ali said that the Prophet said,
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(Woe to gold! Woe to silver.) He repeated this statement thrice, and this Hadith was hard on
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah , who said, "What type of wealth should we use"
“Umar said, "I will find out for you," and he asked, "O Allah's Messenger! Your statement was
hard for your Companions. They asked, * What wealth should we use™ The Prophet answered,
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(A remembering tongue, an appreciative heart and a wife that helps one of you implement his
religion.) Allah's statement,
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(On the Day when that will be heated in the fire of Hell and with it will be branded their
foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, (and it will be said unto them) "This is the treasure
which you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used to hoard.") These words will be
said to them as a way of admonishing, criticizing and mocking them. Allah also said;
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(Then pour over his head the torment of boiling water. "Taste you (this)! Verily, you were
(pretending to be) the mighty, the generous!") )44:48-49(. There is a saying that goes, "He who
covets a thing and prefers it to Allah's obedience, will be punished with it." Because hoarding
money was better to these people than Allah's pleasure, they were punished with it. For
instance, Abu Lahab, may Allah curse him, was especially active in defying the Messenger of
Allah , and his wife was helping him in this regard. Therefore, on the Day of Resurrection, she
will help in punishing him, for there will be a twisted rope of palm fiber on her neck. She will
be gathering wood from the Fire and throwing it on him so that his torment is made harder by
the hand of someone whom he used to care for in this life. Likewise, money was precious to
those who hoarded it in this life. Therefore, money will produce the worst harm for them in
the Hereafter, when it will be heated in the Fire of Jahannam, whose heat is quiet sufficient,
and their forehead, sides and back will be branded with it. Imam Abu Ja' far lbn Jarir recorded
that Thawban said that the Messenger of Allah used to declare,
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(Whoever leaves a treasure behind (on which he did not pay the Zakah), then on the Day of
Resurrection his wealth will be made like a bald-headed poisonous male snake with two black
spots over the eyes. The snake will follow him, and he will say, * Woe to you! Who are you' The
snake will say, " | am your treasure that you left behind,' and will keep following him until the
man gives it his hand; the snake will devour it and then devour his whole body.) Ibn Hibban also
collected this Hadith in his Sahih. Part of this Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs from
Abu Hurayrah. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah
said,
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(Bvery man who does not pay the Zakah due on his money, then on the Day of Resurrection, his
side, forehead and back will be branded with rods made of fire on a Day the length of which is
fifty thousand years, until when the servants will be judged; that man will be shown his
destination, either to Paradise or the Fire.) aln the Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that

Zayd bin Wahb said, "l passed by Abu Dharr in the area of Rabadhah and asked him, ~ What
made you reside in this area' He said, * We were in Ash-Sham when | recited this Ayah,
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(And those who hoard up gold and silver and spend them not in the way of Allah, announce
unto them a painful torment.) Mu" awiyah said, ~ This Ayah is not about us, it is only about the
People of the Book.' So | (Abu Dharr) said, * Rather, it is about us and them."
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(36. Verily, the number of months with Allah istwelve months (in a year), so was it ordained by
Allah on the Day when He created the heavens and the earth; of them four are sacred. That is
the right religion, so wrong not yourselves therein, and fight against the Mushrikin idolaters

collectively as they fight against you collectively. But know that Allah is with those who have
Tagwa.)

The Year consists of Twelve Months

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Bakrah said that the Prophet said in a speech during his Hajj,
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(The division of time has turned to its original form which was current when Allah created the
heavens and the earth. The year is of twelve months, out of which four months are sacred:
Three are in succession Dhul-Qa’ dah, Dhul-Hijjah and Muharram, and (the fourth is) Rajab of
(the tribe of) Mudar which comes between Jumada (Ath-Thaniyah) and Sha ban." The Prophet
then asked, (What is the day today') We said, "Allah and His Messenger know better. He kept
quiet until we thought that he might give that day another name. He said (lsn't it the day of
Nahr) We replied, "Yes." He further asked, (Which month is this) We again said, "Allah and His
Messenger know better," and he kept quiet and made us think that he might give it another
name. Then he said, (Isn't it the month of Dhul-Hijjah) We replied, "Yes." He asked, (What town
isthis) We said, "Allah and His Messenger know better," and he kept quiet until we thought that
he might change its name. He asked, (Isn't thisthe (Sacred) Town) We said, "Yes." He said,
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(Verily! Your blood, property and honor are sacred to one another like the sanctity of this day
of yours, in this month of yours and in this city of yours. Verily, you will meet your Lord and He
will question you about your actions. Behold! Do not revert to misguidance after me by striking
the necks of one another. Have | conveyed It is incumbent upon those who are present to
inform those who are absent, because those who are absent might comprehend (what | have
said) better than some who are present.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim collected this Hadith. In a
small book collected by Shaykh * Alam ad-Din As-Sakhawi, entitled, Al-Mashhur fi Asma' Al-Ayam
wash-Shuhur, he mentioned that Muharram is so named because it is a sacred month. To me, it
was so hamed to emphasize its sacredness. This is because the Arabs would switch it around.
One year they would say it was a sacred month, the following year they would say that it was
not. The author said, "...and Safar is so named because they used to leave their homes during
that month for fighting and traveling. When saying *~ Safir' a place, it means to leave it... Rabi’
Al-Awwal is called that because they used to do Irtiba’ in it, that is to maintain one's
property... and Rabi® Al-Akhir, was so named for the same reasons. Jumada is called that
because the water would dry up (Jamud) then....They say Jumada Al-Uwla and Al-Awwal, or
Jumada Al-Akhar or Al-Akhirah. Rajab comes from Tarjib, meaning to honor. Sha’ ban because

the tribes would separate and return to their homes. Ramadan was so named because of the
severity of the Ramda' - that is - the heat, and they say that the branch Ramadat when it is



thirsty...And the saying that it is a Name of Allah is a mistake, for there is no proof or support
for that..."

The Sacred Months
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(of them four are sacred). The Arabs used to consider these months sacred during the time of
Jahiliyyah, except for a group of them called Al-Basl, who held eight months of the year to be
sacred as way of exaggeration in religion. The Prophet said,
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(Three are in succession; Dhul-Qa’ dah, Dhul-Hijjah and Muharram, and (the fourth is) Rajab )of
(the tribe of) Mudar which comes between Jumada (Ath-Thani)( and Sha’ ban). The Prophet said
"Rajab of Mudar" to attest to the custom of Mudar, in saying that Rajab is the month that is
between Jumada and Sha ban, not as the tribe of Rabi® ah thought, that it is between $ha’ ban
and Shawwal, which is Ramadan in the present calendar. The four Sacred Months were made
four, three in succession and one alone, so that the Hajj and * Umrah are performed with ease.
Dhul-Qa’ dah, the month before the Hajj month, was made sacred because they refrained from
fighting during that month. Dhul-Hijjah, the next month, was made sacred because it is the
month of Hajj, during which they performed Hajj rituals. Muharram, which comes next, was
made sacred so that they are able to go back to their areas in safety )after performing Hajj (.
Rajab, in the middle of the lunar year, was made sacred so that those coming from the farthest
areas of Arabia are able to perform ~ Umrah and visit the House and then go back to their areas

safely. Allah said next,
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(That is the right religion), that is the Sraight Law, requiring implementing Allah's order
concerning the months that He made sacred and their true count as it was originally written by

(so wrong not yourselves therein) during these Sacred Months, for sin in them is worse than sin
in other months. Likewise, sinsin the Sacred City are written multiplied,
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Allah said,



(...and whoever inclines to evil actions therein (in Makkah) or to do wrong, him We shall cause
to taste from a painful torment) )22:25(. Smilarly, sin in general is worse during the Sacred
Months ™ Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated that Ibn * Abbas said, Allah's statement,

(Verily, the number of months with Allah...), is connected to
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(so wrong not yourselves therein), "In all (twelve) months. Allah then chose four out of these
months and made them sacred, emphaszmg their sanctity, making sinning in them greater, in
addition to, multiplying rewards of righteous deeds during them." Qatadah said about Allah's

statement,
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(so wrong not yourselves therein), "Injustice during the Sacred Months is worse and graver than
injustice in other months. Verily, injustice is always wrong, but Allah makes things graver than
others as He will." He also said, "Allah has chosen some of His creation above others. He chose
Messengers from angels and from men. He also chose His Sheech above all speech, the Masajid
above other areas of the earth, Ramadan and the Sacred Months above all months, Friday
above the other days and Laylatul-Qadr (The Night of Decree) above all nights. Therefore,
sanctify what Allah has sanctified, for doing so is the practice of people of understanding and
comprehension.”

Fighting in the Sacred Months

(A8 (S i) 1557)

(and fight against the idolators collectively), all of you,
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(asthey fight against you collectively.), all of them,
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(But know that Allah is with those who have Tagwa), and know that initiating battle during the
Sacred Months is forbidden. Allah said in other Ayat,

Allah said,
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(O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the symbols of Allah, nor of the sacred month.)
)5:2(,
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(The Sacred Month is for the Sacred Month, and for the prohibited things, there is the law of
equality (Qisas). Then whoever transgresses the prohibition against you, you transgress likewise
against him) )2:194(, and,
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(Then when the Sacred Months have passed, kill the idolators...) )9:5(. Asfor Allah's statement,
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(And fight against the idolators collectively as they fight against you collectively), it includes
permission for the believers to fight the idolators in the Sacred Month, if the idolators initiate
hostilities therein. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(The Sacred Month is for the Sacred Month, and for the prohibited things, there is the law of
equality (Qisas)) )2:194(, and,
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(And fight not with them at Al-Masjid Al-Haram, unless they (first) fight you there. But if they
attack you, then kill them.) )2:191(. As for the Messenger of Allah laying siege to At-Ta'if until



the Sacred Month started, it was a continuation of the battle against Hawazin and their allies
from Thaqif. They started the fighting and gathered their men for the purpose of conducting
war. The Messenger of Allah marched to meet them and when they took refuge in At-Ta'if, the
Prophet laid siege to them so that they descend from their forts, but they inflicted casualties
on Muslims. The siege continued for about forty days, during which a Sacred Month began, and
the siege continued for several days in that month. The Messenger broke the siege and went
back (to Makkah). So fighting that carries over into it )the Sacred Month( is not the same as
initiating warfare during it, Allah knows best.
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(87. The postponing (of a Sacred Month) is indeed an addition to disbelief: thereby the
disbelievers are led astray, for they make it lawful one year and forbid it another year in order
to adjust the number of months forbidden by Allah, and make such forbidden ones lawful. The
evil of their deeds is made fair-seeming to them. And Allah guides not the people who
disbelieve.)

Admonishing the Preference of Opinion in a Religious Matter

Allah admonishes the idolators for choosing their wicked opinions over Allah's Law. They
changed Allah's legislation based upon their vain desires, allowing what Allah prohibited and
prohibiting what Allah allowed. They thought that three consecutive sacred months were
rather long for them to remain without fighting, for they were full of anger and rage. This is
why before Islam they innovated a change in the Sacred Month of Muharram, delaying it to the
month of Safar! Therefore, they allowed fighting in the Sacred Month and made the non-sacred
month sacred, to make the Sacred Months in a year four, as Allah decided! " Ali bin Abi Talhah
said that Ibn * Abbas commented on Allah's statement,
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(The postponing (of a Sacred Month) is indeed an addition to disbelief), "Junadah bin * Awf bin
Umayyah Al-Kinani, known as Abu Thumamah, used to attend the Hajj season every year and
declare, * Abu Thumamah is never rejected nor refuted!,’ and he used to treat Safar as sacred
for people one year )and un-sanctify Muharram( and treat Muharram as sacred another year
)and un-sanctify Safar in that year(. Thisis why Allah said,
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(The postponing (of a Sacred Month) is indeed an addition to disbelief. ) nAllah says, "~ They
allow Muharram one year and make it sacred another year.™ Al-" Awfi narrated a similar
statement from Ibn * Abbas. Layth bin Abi Qulaym narrated that Mujahid said, "There was a man
from Bani Kinanah who would attend the Hajj season every year riding his donkey. He would
proclaim, ~ O people! | am never rejected, denied or refuted in what | say. We made this
coming Muharram sacred, and Safar not!" The following year he would come again and declare
the same words then say, ~ We made this coming Safar sacred and delayed Muharram (revoked
its sanctity).' Thisisthe meaning of Allah's statement,
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(in order to adjust the number of months forbidden by Allah), to four months. Allah says, * They
allow what Allah disallowed by delaying the Sacred Month.™ The idolators used to allow
Muharram one year and sanctify Safar in its place. They would continue the months of the year

according to their normal count and names. The next year they would sanctify Muharram and
continue the year, Safar, Rabi, until the end of the year.
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(They make it lawful one year and forbid it another year in order to adjust the number of
months forbidden by Allah, and make such forbidden ones lawful.) Therefore, they would still
sanctify four months every year, but would one year sanctify the third from the three
consecutive Sacred Months, Muharram, and postpone and delay it another year to Safar. In his
book of Srah, Imam Muhammad bin Ishaq presented a very useful beneficial discussion on this
matter. He said; "The first to start the practice of overlooking the sanctity of months for the
Arabs, thus allowing what Allah sanctified of them and sanctifying what Allah allowed of them,
was "Al-Qalammas’. He was Hudhayfah bin ~ Abd Fugaym bin * Adi bin * Amr bin Tha’ labah bin
Al-Harith bin Malik bin Kinanah bin Khuzaymah bin Mudrikah bin llyas bin Mudar bin Nizar bin
Ma' dd bin * Adnan. His son ~ Abbad maintained this practice, then after him his son Qala™ bin
" Abbad did the same, Then his son Umayyah bin Qala’, then his son * Awf bin Umayyah, then
his son Abu Thumamah Junadah bin ~ Awf. He was the last one of his sons (to continue this
practice) before Islam. The Arabs used to gather around him when Hajj finished, and he would
stand and give them a speech in which he sanctifies Rajab, Dhul-Qa’ dah and Dhul-Hijjah. He
would defer the sanctity of Muharram to Safar one year and uphold its sanctity another year, so
as to appear upholding the number (of Sacred Months) Allah made sacred. Therefore, he would
allow what Allah prohibited and prohibit what Allah allowed." Allah knows best.
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(88. O you who believe! What is the matter with you, that when you are asked to march forth
in the cause of Allah, you cling heavily to the earth Are you pleased with the life of this world
rather than the Hereafter But little is the enjoyment of the life of this world compared to the
Hereafter.) (39. If you march not forth, He will punish you with a painful torment and will
replace you by another people; and you cannot harm Him at all, and Allah is able to do all
things.)

Admonishing clinging to Life rather than rushing to perform Jihad

Allah admonishes those who lagged behind the Messenger of Allah in the battle of Tabuk, at a
time when fruits were ripe and shades tempting in the intense and terrible heat,
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(O you who believe! What is the matter with you, that when you are asked to march forth in
the cause of Allah), if you are called to perform Jihad in the cause of Allah,

(L=0Y) ) A80)

(you cling heavily to the earth), reclining to remain in peace, shade and ripe fruits.
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(Are you pleased with the life of this world rather than the Hereafter), why do you do this, isit

because you prefer this life instead of the Hereafter Allah next diminishes the eagerness for
this worldly life and increases it for the Hereafter,

(5 91 5581 3 LA sLA) ¢ L)

(But little is the enjoyment of the life of this world compared to the Hereafter.) Imam Ahmad
recorded that Al-Mustawrid, a member of Bani Fihr, said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The life of this world, compared to the Hereafter, isjust like when one of you dips his finger
in the sea, let him contemplate how much of it his finger would carry.) The Prophet pointed
with his index finger. Muslim collected this Hadith. Ath-Thawri narrated that Al-A’ mash said
about the Ayah,

(U8 ) 5 LAY 8 LA LAl & Ui Lad)

(But little is the enjoyment of the life of this world compared to the Hereafter.) "What
compares to the provision a traveler takes." * Abdul-" Aziz bin Abi Hazim narrated that his
father said, "When "~ Abdul-" Aziz bin Marwan was dying he said, " Bring the shroud | will be
covered with so that | inspect it.' When it was placed before him, he looked at it and said, " Is
this what | will end up with from this life' He then turned his back and cried, while saying,
" Woe to you, O life! Your abundance is truly little, your little is short lived, we were deceived
by you.™ Allah warns those who do not join Jihad,

(LA.\H Ulde 280000 1 4y Y\)

(If you march not forth, He will punish you with a painful torment) Ibn " Abbas said, "Allah's
Messenger called some Arabs to mobilize, but they lagged behind and Allah witheld rain from
coming down on them, and this was their torment." Allah said,

(PS_ne Wsh Uasilsy )

(and will replace you by another people), who will give aid to His Prophet and establish his
religion. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And if you turn away (from the obedience to Allah), He will exchange you for some other

people and they will not be your likes.) )47:38(
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( o4 DJJ j)

(and you cannot harm Him at all), you can never harm Allah when you lag behind and stay away
from joining Jihad,



(7yad ;;::USL;},MJ\;)

(and Allah is able to do all things.) He is able to destroy the enemies without your help.
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(40. If you help him (Muhammad ) not (it does not matter), for Allah did indeed help him when
the disbelievers drove him out, the second of the two; when they were both in the cave, he
said to his companion: "Be not sad (or afraid), surely, Allah is with us." Then Allah sent down
His Sakinah (calmness, tranquillity, peace) upon him, and strengthened him with forces
(angels) which you saw not, and made the word of those who disbelieved the lowermost, while
the Word of Allah that became the uppermost; and Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.)

%

Allah supports His Prophet

Allah said,

(55 )

(If you help him not), if you do not support His Prophet , then it does not matter, for Allah will
help, support, suffice and protect him, just as He did,

(A S5 155 aall AT 1)

(when the disbelievers drove him out, the second of the two;) During the year of the Hijrah,
the idolators tried to kill, imprison or expel the Prophet , who escaped with his friend and
Companion, Abu Bakr bin Abi Quhafah, to the cave of Thawr. They remained in the cave for
three days so that the pagans who were sent in their pursuit, returned (to Makkah), and they
proceed to Al-Madinah. While in the cave, Abu Bakr was afraid the pagans might discover them
for fear that some harm might touch the Messenger . The Prophet kept reassuring him and
strengthening his resolve, saying,
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(O Abu Bakr! What do you think about two, with Allah as their third) Imam Ahmad recorded
from Anas that Abu Bakr said to him, "l said to the Prophet when we were in the cave, " If any
of them looks down at his feet, he will see us.' He said,
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(O Abu Bakr! What do you think about two with Allah as their third)" Thisis recorded in the Two

Sahihs. Thisis why Allah said,
(4ale AL AT (35)

(Then Allah sent down His Sakinah upon him) sent His aid and triumph to His Messenger , or
they say it refersto Abu Bakr,
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(and strengthened him with forces which you saw not), the angels,
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(and made the word of those who disbelieved the lowermost, while the Word of Allah that
became the uppermost;) lbn * Abbas commented, "The word of those who disbelieved!, is Sirk,
while, ~ The Word of Allah'is " La ilaha illallah." It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Musa
Al-Ash™ ari said, "The Messenger of Allah was asked about a man who fights because of courage,

or out of rage for his honor, or to show off. Whom among them is in the cause of Allah' The
Prophet said,

S sed Ll a Al A () K8 B8
«d) Jan

(He who fights so that Allah's Word is superior, then he fightsin Allah's cause.)" Allah said next,

(520 401)



(and Allah is All-Mighty), in His revenge and taking retribution, He is the Most Formidable and
those who seek refuge with Him and take shelter by adhering to what He instructs are never

(p52)
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(41. March forth, whether you are light or heavy, and strive hard with your wealth and your
livesin the cause of Allah. Thisis better for you, if you but knew.)

Jihad isrequired in all Conditions

Qufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from his father from Abu Ad-Duha, Muslim bin Subayh, who said,

(Yl Blas 1 57,40)

(March forth, whether you are light or heavy) was the first part to be revealed from Surah
Bara'ah." Mu” tamir bin Sulayman narrated that his father said, "Hadrami claimed that he was
told that some people used to declare that they will not gain sin (if they lag behind the forces
of Jihad) because they are ill or old. This Ayah was revealed,

(Y& BlaA 15 ,d)

(March forth, whether you are light or heavy.)" Allah commanded mass mobilization together
with the Messenger of Allah for the battle of Tabuk, to fight the disbelieving, People of the
Book, the Romans, Allah's enemies. Allah ordained that the believers all march forth with the
Messenger regardless whether they felt active, lazy, at ease or had difficult circumstances,

(Yl Blas 1 57,40)

(March forth, whether you are light or heavy) " Ali bin Zayd narrated that Anas said that Abu
Talhah commented (on this Ayah), "Whether you are old or young, Allah did not leave an
excuse for anyone." Abu Talhah marched to Ash-Sham and fought until he was killed. In another
narration, Abu Talhah recited Qurah Bara'ah until he reached this Ayah,
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(March forth, whether you are light or heavy, and strive hard with your wealth and your livesin
the cause of Allah.) He then said, "l see that Allah had called us to mobilize whether we are old
or young. O my children! Prepare my supplies." His children said, “May Allah grant you His
mercy! You conducted Jihad along with the Messenger of Allah until he died, then with Abu
Bakr until he died, then with “Umar until he died. Let us perform Jihad in your place." Abu
Talhah refused and he went to the sea )under the command of Mu awiyah( where he died.
They could not find an island to bury him on until nine days later, during which his body did not
deteriorate or change and they buried him on the island. As-Suddi said,

(Y& BlaA 15 ,d)

(March forth, whether you are light or heavy), whether you are rich, poor, strong, or weak. A
man came forward, and he was fat, complained, and asked for permission to stay behind )from

Jihad(, but the Prophet refused. Then this Ayah,
(Y& Blas 15 ,al)

(March forth, whether you are light or heavy) was revealed, and it became hard on the people.
S Allah abrogated it with this Ayah,

Vs ad e ¥ sl e ()

3 A oD L osia Y ooah
(AL s all T

r(There is no blame on those who are weak or ill or who find no resources to spend, if they are
sincere and true (in duty) to Allah and His Messenger) )9:91(." Ibn Jarir said that Hibban bin
Zayd Ash-Shar” abi narrated to him, "We mobilized our forces with Safwan bin * Amr, who was
the governor of Hims towards the city of Ephsos appointed to the Jerajima Christian
expatriates (in Syria). | saw among the army an old, yet active man, whose eyebrows had sunk
over his eyes (from old age), from the residents of Damascus, riding on his animal. | said to
him, ~ O uncle! Allah has given you an excuse (to lag behind).' He said, * O my nephew! Allah
has mobilized us whether we are light or heavy. Verily, those whom Allah loves, He tests them.
Then to Allah is their return and eternal dwelling. Allah tests from His servants whoever thanks
(Him) and observes patience and remembrance of Him, all the while worshipping Allah, the
Exalted and Most Honored, and worshipping none else.™ Next, Allah encourages spending in His
cause and striving with one's life in His pleasure and the pleasure of His Messenger ,
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(and strive hard with your wealth and your lives in the cause of Allah. This is better for you, if
you but knew.) Allah says, thisis better for you in this life and the Hereafter. You might spend
small amounts, but Allah will reward you the property of your enemy in thislife, as well as, the
honor that He will keep for you in the Hereafter. The Prophet said,
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(Allah promised the Mujahid in His cause that if He brings death to him, He will enter him into

Paradise. Or, He will return him to his house with whatever reward and war spoils he earns.) S
Allah said;
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(Jihad is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it, and it may be that you dislike a thing
which is good for you and that you like a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not
know.))2:216( Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said to a man,

WY
(Embrace Islam,) but the man said, "I dislike doing so." The Messenger said,
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(Embrace Islam even if you dislike it)."
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(42. Had it been a near gain and an easy journey, they would have followed you, but the
distance was long for them; and they would swear by Allah: "If we only could, we would
certainly have come forth with you." They destroy themselves, and Allah knows that they are
liars.)

Why Hypocrites would not join in Jihad

Allah admonishes those who lagged behind and did not join the Prophet for the battle of
Tabuk, those who asked the Prophet for permission to remain behind, falsely pretending to

have legitimate reasons to do so,
(L8 Ua e S T)

(Had it been a near gain), booty right in front of them, according to Ibn * Abbas,
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(and an easy journey), travel for only a short distance,

(they would have followed you.) But,

(A& Ao ©iakg oK)

(the distance was long for them), to Ash-Sham,
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(and they would swear by Allah), when you return to them,
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(If we only could, we would certainly have come forth with you), had not there been a valid
excuse, we would have gone out with you,
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(They destroy themselves, and Allah knows that they are liars.)
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(43. May Allah forgive you. Why did you grant them leave, until those who told the truth were
manifest to you, and you had known the liars) (44. Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day,
would not ask your leave to be exempted from fighting with their properties and their lives;
and Allah is the All-Knower of those who have Tagwa.) (45. It is only those who believe not in

Allah and the Last Day and whose hearts are in doubt that ask your leave. S in their doubts
they waver.)

Moderately criticizing the Prophet for allowing the Hypocrites to
stay behind

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that * Awn said, "Have you heard criticism softer than this, starting with

forgiveness before criticism,
- 5 - - ./ %~
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(May Allah forgive you. Why did you grant them leave...)" Muwarrig Al-" ljli and others said
similarly. Qatadah said, "Allah criticized him as you read here, then later revealed to him the
permission to allow them to lag behind if he wants, in Surat An-Nur,
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(So if they ask your permission for some affairs of theirs, give permission to whom you will of
them) )24:62(." * Ata' Al-Khurasani said similarly. Mujahid said, "This Ayah was revealed about
some people who said, *Ask permission from the Messenger of Allah )to stay behind(, and
whether he agrees, or disagrees, remain behind!™ Allah said,

& - I
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(...until those who told the truth were manifest to you), in reference to valid excuses,
et
(and you had known the liars) Allah says, ~ Why did you not refuse to give them permission to
remain behind when they asked you, so that you know those who truly obey you and the liars,

who were intent on remaining behind even if you do not give them permission to do so, Allah
asserts that none who believe in Allah and His Messenger seek his permission to remain behind

from fighting,
(8505 9)

(would not ask your leave), to stay behind from Jihad,
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(Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day, to be exempted from fighting with their
properties and their lives.) because they consider Jihad an act of worship. This is why when
Allah called them to perform Jihad, they obeyed and hasten to act in His obedience,
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(and Allah is the All-Knower of those who have Taqwa. Those who ask your leave), to remain
behind, without a valid excuse,

(A Y1 #5s Al i Y )




(those who believe not in Allah and the Last Day), they do not hope for Allah's reward in the

Hereafter for their good actions,
o 28 O

(and whose hearts are in doubt), about the validity of what you brought them,

(uﬁﬁﬁ A ) (2 e@ﬁ)

(so in their doubts they waver.) They waver in doubt, taking one step forward and one step
back. They do not have a firm stance in anything, for they are unsure and destroyed, neither
belonging to these nor to those. Verily, those whom Allah misguides, will never find a way for
themselves to guidance.

Usugj‘“ 11532y 7 s AN 1000 )
Cpandll ala 153281 Jd'y agdatid ngilay) Al
2 j‘yjyu/AY\est\J\.A(ss.ﬁ PJA)}

“ﬁbeeju;w 28y AN o5 gaty WKL

((Oaldall aile

(46. And if they had intended to march out, certainly, they would have made some preparation
for it; but Allah was averse to their being sent forth, so He made them lag behind, and it was
said (to them): "St among those who sit (at home).") (47. Had they marched out with you, they
would have added to you nothing except disorder, and they would have hurried about in your
midst (spreading corruption) and sowing sedition among you -- and there are some among you
who would have listened to them. And Allah is the All-Knower of the wrongdoers.)

Exposing Hypocrites

(g5 AN 1531 T)

(And if they had intended to march out,), with you to participate in Jihad

(332 41155 Y)

Allah said,



(certainly, they would have made some preparation for it) they would have prepared for such

(mefas) 410 5 S (ST)

(but Allah was averse to their being sent forth) Allah hated that they should go with you,

(o 2 &54)
(so He made them lag behind, and stay away )from Jihad(,

(Cradl) a1 52281 J )

(and it was said (to them): "9t you among those who sit (at home)") as a part of what was
decreed for them )not that He legislated that they stay behind(. Allah then explained why He
disliked that they march with the believers, saying,
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(Had they marched out with you, they would have added to you nothing except disorder),
because they are cowards and failures,
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(and they would have hurried about in your midst sowing sedition among you) They would have
rushed to spread false stories, hatred and discord among you,

(o 2 “. & F@ - ) .
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(and there are some among you who would have listened to them.) who would have obeyed
them, given preference to their speech and words and asked them for advice, unaware of the
true reality of these hypocrites. This might have caused corruption and great evil between the
believers. Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "Those who sought permission (from the Messenger to lag
behind) included some of the chiefs, such as ~ Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul and Al-Jadd bin
Qays, who were masters of their people. Allah also made them lag behind because He knew
that if they went along with the Messenger they would sow sedition in his army." There were
some in the Prophet's army who liked these chiefs and were ready to obey them, because they
considered them honorable,

(o 2 X “. L2 & - o - )
(and there are some among you who would have listened to them) )9:47(. Allah next reminds of
His perfect knowledge, saying,
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(And Allah is the All-Knower of the wrongdoers.) Allah says that He knows what occurred, what
will occur and if anything would have occurred, how it would occur, such as,
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(Had they marched out with you, they would have added to you nothing except disorder,)

indicating what they would have done had they marched, even though they did not. Allah said
in similar Ayat,
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(But if they were returned (to the world), they would certainly revert to that which they were
forbidden. And indeed they are liars.) )6:28(,
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(Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have made them listen; and even if He
had made them listen, they would but have turned away with aversion (to the truth)) )8:23(,
and,
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(And if We had ordered them (saying), "Kill yourselves (the innocent ones kill the guilty ones) or
leave your homes," very few of them would have done it; but if they had done what they were
told, it would have been better for them, and would have strengthened their conviction. And
indeed We would then have bestowed upon them a great reward from Qurselves. And indeed
We would have guided them to the straight way) )4:66-68(.
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(48. Verily, they had plotted sedition before, and had upset matters for you, until the truth
(victory) came and the decree of Allah became manifest though they hated it.)

Allah encourages His Prophet against hypocrites,
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(Verily, they had plotted sedition before, and had upset matters for you,) " For a long time,’
Allah says, hypocrites thought and plotted against you and your Companions, as well as, failing
and attempting to extinguish your religion.' This occurred soon after the Prophet migrated to
Al-Madinah, when pagan Arabs joined force and the Jews and hypocrites of Al-Madinah waged
war against the Messenger . When Allah gave victory to the Prophet in Badr and raised high his
word, ~ Abdullah bin Ubayy and his fellows said, "This (Islam) is a matter that has prevailed."
They embraced Islam outwardly, and whenever Allah elevated Islam and its people in might,
hypocritesincreased in rage and disappointment,

RS PR AN AT A
(until the truth (victory) came and the decree of Allah became manifest though they hated it.)
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(49. And among them is he who says: "Grant me leave and put me not into trial." Surely, they
have fallen into trial. And verily, Hell is surrounding the disbelievers.) Allah says, some

hypocrites say to you, O Muhammad ,
e
(uj uﬂ‘)
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(and put me not into trial.), if | go with you and see the women of the Romans. Allah, the
Exalted, replied,

(Grant me leave), to stay behind,
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5(Surely, they have fallen into trial) because of the statement they uttered. Muhammad bin
Ishaq reported from Az-Zuhri, Yazid bin Ruwman, " Abdullah bin Abi Bakr, * Asim bin Qatadah

and several others that they said, "The Messenger of Allah said to Al-Jadd bin Qays from Bani
Salimah,
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(" Would you like to fight the yellow ones (Romans) this year) He said, ~ O Allah's Messenger!
Give me permission (to remain behind) and do not cause Fitnah for me. By Allah! My people
know that there is not a man who is more fond of women than I. | fear that if | see the women
of the yellow ones, | would not be patient.’ The Messenger of Allah turned away from him and
said,
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(I give you permission.) In Al-Jadd's case, this Ayah was revealed,
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(And among them is he who says: "Grant me leave and put me not into trial.") Therefore, Allah
says that the Fitnah that he fell into because of not joining the Messenger of Allah (in Jihad)
and preferring his safety to the safety of the Messenger is worse than the Fitnah that he falsely
claimed to fear." It was reported from lbn * Abbas, Mujahid and several others that this Ayah

was revealed in the case of Al-dJadd bin Qays, who was among the chiefs of Bani Salimah. It is
also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah asked,
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(Who is your chief, O Bani Salamah) They said, "Al-Jadd bin Qays, although we consider him a
miser." The Messenger of Allah said,
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(There is not a disease worse than stinginess! Therefore, your chief is the white young man
with curly hair, Bishr bin Al-Bara' bin Ma'rur.) Allah said next,

(CrosRIL Aagadd Sga ()s)



(And verily, Hell is surrounding the disbelievers.) and they will never be able to avoid, avert, or
escape from it.
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(50. If good befalls you, it grieves them, but if a calamity overtakes you, they say: "We took our
precaution beforehand," and they turn away rejoicing.) (51. Say: "Nothing shall ever happen to

us except what Allah has ordained for us. He is our Mawla (protector).” And in Allah let the
believers put their trust.)

Allah emphasizes the enmity that the hypocrites have for the
Prophet .

a blessing, such as victory and triumph over the enemies, is given to the Prophet , thus pleasing
him and his Companions, it grieves the hypocrites,
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(but if a calamity overtakes you, they say: "We took our precaution beforehand,"), they say, we
took precautions when we did not join him,
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(and they turn away rejoicing.) Allah directed His Prophet to reply to the perfect enmity they

have towards him,
( o J')

(Say), to them,
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(Nothing shall ever happen to us except what Allah has ordained for us.) for we are under His

control and decree,
(He is our Mawla.), Master and protector,

(Osiesadl JKG06 4T 1)

(And in Allah let the believers put their trust) )9:51(, and we trust in Him. Verily, He is
sufficient for us and what an excellent guardian.
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(52. Say: "Do you wait for us (anything) except one of the two best things; while we await for
you either that Allah will afflict you with a punishment from Himself or at our hands. S wait,
we too are waiting with you.") (53. Say: "Spend willingly or unwillingly, it will not be accepted
from you. Verily, you are ever a people who are rebellious.") (54. And nothing prevents their
contributions from being accepted from them except that they disbelieved in Allah and in His
Messenger, and that they came not to the Salah except in a lazy state, and that they offer not

contributions but unwillingly.) Allah said,
()

(Say), O Muhammad to them,

(W 05 si Un)

(Do you wait for us), anything,
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(except one of the two best things), martyrdom or victory over you, according to the meaning
given by lbn * Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, and others.
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(while we await for you), that this will touch you,

(Lol ol oie (0 alday AT 280y )

(either that Allah will afflict you with a punishment from Himself or at our hands), either
capture or killing,

(co5mi e e ) 15259

(So wait, we too are waiting with you.) Allah said next,

(8 el T sl 1)

(Say: Soend willingly or unwillingly), for whatever you spend either way,

(D L 28 ) 200 35 )

(it will not be accepted from you. Verily, you are ever a people who are rebellious.) Allah
mentions the reason behind not accepting their charity from them,

(except that they disbelieved in Allah and in His Messenger. ) and the deeds are accepted if
they are preceded with faith,

(& b7 918,50 {8 )

(and that they came not to the Salah except in a lazy state.) Therefore, they neither have good
intention nor eagerness to perform the acts )of faith(,
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(And nothing prevents their contributions from being accepted from them except that they
disbelieved in Allah and in His Messenger, and that they came not to the Salah (the prayer)
except in a lazy state, and that they offer not contributions but unwillingly.) The Truthful, to
whom the Truth was revealed, Muhammad, peace be upon him, said that Allah does not stop
giving rewards until you (believers) stop performing good deeds, and that Allah is Tayyib )Good
and Pure( and only accepts what is Tayyib. This is why Allah does not accept charity or good

deeds from the people described in these Ayat, because He only accepts it from those who
have Tagwa.
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(55. So let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in reality Allah's plan is to punish
them with these things in the life of this world, and that their souls shall depart (die) while
they are disbelievers.) Allah says to His Messenger ,
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(So let not their wealth nor their children amaze you...) In similar Ayat, Allah said,
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(And strain not your eyes in longing for the things We have given for enjoyment to various
groups of them, the splendor of the life of this world, that We may test them thereby. But the
provision (good reward in the Hereafter) of your Lord is better and more lasting) )20:131(, and,
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(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We enlarge them. We hasten unto them
with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) )23:55-56(. Allah said next,
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(in reality Allah's plan is to punish them with these things in the life of this world,) by taking
the Zakah due on their money from them and spending it in Allah's cause, according to the
meaning given by Al-Hasan Al-Basri. Allah's statement,

(0 A8 375 gl (3a755)

(and that their souls shall depart while they are disbelievers) means, so that when Allah brings
death to them, they will still be disbelievers, to make matters worse for them and the torment
more severe. We seek refuge from such an end, which includes being led astray gradually by
these things which they have.
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(56. They swear by Allah that they are truly of you while they are not of you, but they are a

people (hypocrites) who are afraid (that you may kill them).) (57. Should they find a refuge, or
caves, or a place of concealment, they would turn straightway thereto with a swift rush.)

Exposing Hypocrites' Fright and Fear

Allah describes to His Prophet the fright, fear, anxiety and nervousness of the hypocrites,

(PSial agdlelily () sala)

(They swear by Allah that they are truly of you), swearing a sure oath,
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(while they are not of you), in reality,
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(but they are a people who are afraid), and thisis what made them swear.
(t;/ ]/ /. R ) )
(Should they find a refuge), such as a fort in which they hide and fortify themselves,
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(or caves), in some mountains,
((\1 -, @8 o T)

(or a place of concealment), a tunnel or a hole in the ground, according to the explanation

given by Ibn " Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah,
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(they would turn straightway thereto with a swift rush) away from you because they associate
with you unwillingly, not because they are fond of you. They prefer that they do not have to
mix with you, but necessity has its rules! It is because of this that they feel grief, sadness and
sorrow, seeing Islam and its people enjoying ever more might, triumph and glory. Therefore,
whatever pleases Muslims brings them grief, and this is why they prefer to disassociate
themselves from the believers. Hence Allah's statement,
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(Should they find a refuge, or caves, or a place of concealment, they would turn straightway
thereto with a swift rush.)
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(58. And of them are some who accuse you concerning (the distribution of) the alms. If they
are given part thereof, they are pleased, but if they are not given thereof, behold! They are
enraged!) (59. Would that they were content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them and

had said: "Allah is sufficient for us. Allah will give us of His bounty, and so will His Messenger.
We implore Allah (to enrich us).")

Hypocrites question the Integrity of the Messenger when
distributing Aims

Allah said next,

(pe45)
(ks )

(And of them), among the hypocrites,

(who accuse you) or question your integrity,

(concerning), division of,

(the alms), when you divide them. They question your fairness, even though it is they who
deserve that their integrity be questioned. The hypocrites do not do this in defense of the

religion, but to gain more for themselves. Thisis why,

(If they are given) meaning, from the Zakah,
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(They are pleased, but if they are not given thereof, behold! They are enraged!) )9:58(, angry
for themselves. Qatadah commented on Allah's statement,

(cadriall 3 el (e agias)

(And of them are some who accuse you concerning the alms. ) "Allah says, ~ Some of them
question your integrity in the matter of distribution of the alms." We were told that a bedouin
man, who had recently embraced Islam, came to the Prophet , when he was dividing some gold
and silver, and said to him, O Muhammad! Even though Allah commanded you to divide in
fairness, you have not done so.' The Prophet of Allah said,
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(Woe to you! Who would be fair to you after me then) The Prophet of Allah said next,
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(Beware of this man and his likes! There are similar persons in my Ummah who recite the
Qur'an, but the Qur'an will not go beyond their throat. If they rise (against Muslims rulers) then

kill them, if they rise, kill them, then if they rise kill them.) We were also told that the
Prophet of Allah used to say,
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(By He in Whose Hand is my life! | do not give or withhold anything; | am only a keeper.)" This
statement from Qatadah is similar to the Hadith that the Two Shaykhs narrated from Abu &' id
about the story of Dhul-Khuwaysirah, whose name was Hurqus. Hurqus protested against the
Prophet's division of the war spoils of Hunayn, saying, "Be fair, for you have not been fair!" The
Prophet said,
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(I would have become a loser and a failure if | was not fair!) The Messenger said after that man
left,
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(Among the offspring of this man will be some with whose prayer, when one of you sees it,
would belittle his prayer, and his fast as compared to their fast. They will be renegades from
the religion, just like an arrow goes through the game's body. Wherever you find them, kill
them, for verily, they are the worst dead people under the cover of the sky.) Allah said next,
while directing such people to what is more beneficial for them than their behavior,
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(Would that they were content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them and had said:
"Allah is sufficient for us. Allah will give us of His bounty, and so will His Messenger (from
alms). We implore Allah (to enrich us).") This honorable Ayah contains a gracious type of
conduct and an honorable secret. Allah listed; contentment with what He and His Messenger

give, trusting in Allah alone -- by saying;
(4 LA 1 50a)

(and they had said: Allah is sufficient for us), and hoping in Allah alone, and He made these the
indications of obedience to the Messenger , adhering to his commands, avoiding his
prohibitions, believing his narrations and following his footsteps.
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(60. As-Sadaqat (i.e., Zakah) are only for the Fugara', and Al-Masakin and those employed to
collect (the funds); and to attract the hearts of those who have been inclined (towards Islam);

and to free the captives; and for those in debt; and for Allah's cause, and for Ibn As-Sabil; a
duty imposed by Allah. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.)

Expenditures of Zakah (Alms)

After Allah mentioned the protest that the ignorant hypocrites mentioned to the Prophet about
the distribution of alms. He stated that it is He who divided the alms, explained its rulings and
decided in its division; He did not delegate this decision to anyone else. Allah mentioned the
expenditures of Zakah in this Ayah, starting with the Fugara' (the poor) because they have
more need than the other categories, since their need is pressing and precarious. It was
reported that Ibn ~ Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, lIbn Zayd and several others said that the
Faqir is a graceful person who does not ask anyone for anything, while the Miskin is the one
who follows after people, begging. Qatadah said, "The Faqir is the ill person, while the Miskin is
physically fit." We will now mention the Hadiths about each of these eight categories

The Fugara' (Poor)

Ibn " Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said,

(S 8 m A Uy (Aal a8l (a5 Uy,

(The alms should not be given to the wealthy and the physically fit.) Ahmad, Abu Dawud and
At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith

The Masakin (Needy)

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said,
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