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(Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He permits.) )34:23(
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(And there are many angelsin the heavens.....))53:26(, and,
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(There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Gracious (Allah) as a
servant. Verily, He knows each one of them, and has counted them a full counting. And
everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day of Resurrection.) )19:93-95( If all are
Allah's servants, then why do any of them worships each other without proof or evidence that
allows them to do so Rather, they rely on sheer opinion and innovation in the religion, even
though Allah has sent all of His Prophets and Messengers, from beginning to end, prohibiting
this practice (polytheism) and ordering them to refrain from worshipping others besides Allah.
They defied their Messengers and rebelled against them, and this is why the word of

punishment struck them as a worthy recompense, e
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(And your Lord treats no one with injustice) )18:49(
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(17. He sends down water from the sky, and the valleys flow according to their measure, but
the flood bears away the foam that mounts up to the surface - and (also) from that (ore) which
they heat in the fire in order to make ornaments or utensils, rises a foam like unto it, thus does
Allah (by parables) show forth truth and falsehood. Then, as for the foam it passes away as
scum upon the banks, while that which is for the good of mankind remains in the earth. Thus
Allah sets forth parables.)

Two Parables proving that Truth remains and Falsehood perishes

This honorable Ayah contains two parables which affirm that truth remains and increases, while

falsehood diminishes and perishes. Allah said,
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(He sends down water from the sky,) He sends rain,
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(and the valleys flow according to their measure,) each valley taking its share according to its
capacity, for some valleys are wider and can retain more water than others which are small
and thus retain smaller measures of water. This Ayah indicates that hearts differ, for some of
them can retain substantial knowledge while others cannot entertain knowledge, but rather are

bothered by knowledge,
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(but the flood bears away the foam that mounts up to the surface) of the water that ran down
the valleys; thisisthe first parable. Allah said next,
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(and (also) from that (ore) which they heat in the fire in order to make ornaments or
utensils...) This is the second parable, whereas gold and silver ore is heated with fire to make
adornments with it, and iron and copper ore are heated to make pots and the like with it.
Foam also rises to the surface of these ores, just asin the case with water,
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(thus does Allah (by parables) show forth truth and falsehood.) when they both exist, falsehood

does not remain, just as foam does not remain with the water or the gold and silver ores which
are heated in fire. Rather, foam dissipates and vanishes,
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(Then, as for the foam it passes away as scum upon the banks,) for it carries no benefit and
dissipates and scatters on the banks of the valley. The foam also sticks to trees or is dissipated
by wind, just as the case with the scum that rises on the surface of gold, silver, iron and

copper ores; it all goes away and never returns. However, water, gold and silver remain and
are used to man's benefit. Thisis why Allah said next,
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(while that which is for the good of mankind remains in the earth. Thus Allah sets forth
parables.) Allah said in a similar Ayah,
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(And these similitudes We put forward for mankind; but none will understand them except

those who have knowledge.) )29:43( Some of the Salaf (rightly guided ancestors) said, "When |
would read a parable in the Qur'an that | could not comprehend, | would cry for myself because

Allah the Exalted says,
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(But none will understand them except those who have knowledge.)" )29:43( * Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that * Abdullah bin * Abbas commented on Allah's statement,
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(He sends down water from the sky, and the valleys flow according to their measure,) "Thisis a
parable that Allah has set; the hearts carry knowledge from Him, and certainty according to
the amount of doubt. As for doubt, working good deeds does not benefit while it exists. As for

certainty, Allah benefitsits people by it, hence Allah's statement,
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(Then, asfor the foam), which refers to doubt,
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(it passes away as scum upon the banks, while that which is for the good of mankind remainsin
the earth.) in reference to certainty. And just as when jewelry is heated in fire and is rid of its
impurity, which remainsin the fire, similarly Allah accepts certainty and discards doubt."

The Qur'an and the Sunnah contain Parables that use Water and
Fire

Allah has set two examples in the beginning of Surat Al-Bagarah (chapter 2) about the
hypocrites, one using fire and another using water. Allah said,

G Ll Gl 1,5 S0 i JE& p )
(=

(Their likeness is as the likeness of one who kindled a fire; then, when it illuminated all around
him.) )2:17( then He said,
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(Or like a rainstorm in the sky, bringing darkness, thunder, and lightning.) )2:19( Allah also has
set two parables for the disbelieversin Qurat An-Nur (chapter 24), one of them is,
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(As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like a mirage in a desert.))24:39( The mirage
occurs during intense heat. It isrecorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(It will be said to the Jews on the Day of Resurrection, "What do you desire" They will reply,
"We need to drink, for we have become thirsty, O our Lord!" It will be said, "Will you then
proceed to drink," and they will head towards the Fire, which will appear as a mirage, its
various parts consuming the other parts.") Allah said in the second parable (in Qurat An-Nur);
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(Or is like the darkness in a vast deep sea.))24:40( In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that Abu
Musa Al-Ash” ari said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The example of guidance and knowledge with which Allah has sent me is like abundant rain
falling on the earth, some of which was fertile soil that absorbed the rain water and brought
forth vegetation and grass in abundance. And another portion of it was hard, it held the rain
water and Allah benefited the people with it and they utilized it for drinking, grazing, making
their animals drink from it and for irrigation purposes. And another portion of it fell on barren
land, which could neither hold the water nor bring forth vegetation. The first is the example of




the person who comprehends Allah's religion and gets benefit, as well as benefiting others
(from the knowledge and guidance) which Allah has revealed through me and learns and then
teaches others. The last example is that of a person who does not care for it and does not
embrace Allah's guidance revealed through me.) This parable uses water in it. In another
Hadith that Imam Ahmad collected, Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(My example and the example of you is like that of a person who lit a fire. When the fire
illuminated his surroundings, butterflies and insects started falling into it, as they usually do,
and he started swatting at them to prevent them from falling; but they overwhelmed him and
kept falling into the fire. This is the parable of me and you, | am holding you by the waist
trying to save you from the Fire, saying, "Go away from the Fire," yet you overwhelm me and
fall into it.) The Two Sahihs also collected this Hadith. Thisis a parable using fire.
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(18. For those who answered their Lord's call is Al-Husna. But those who answered not His call,
if they had all that is in the earth together with its like, they would offer it in order to save
themselves. For them there will be the terrible reckoning. Their dwelling place will be Hell;
and worst indeed isthat place for rest.)

Reward of the Blessed and Wretched Ones

Allah mentions the final destination of the blessed ones and the wretched ones,
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(For those who answered their Lord's call) obeyed Allah and followed His Messenger
(Muhammad, peace be upon him) by obeying his commands and believing in the narrations he

brought about the past and the future, theirs will be,
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(Al-Husna), which is the good reward. Allah said that Dhul-Qarnayn declared,
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(As for him who does wrong, we shall punish him, and then he will be brought back unto his
Lord, Who will punish him with a terrible torment (Hell). But as for him who believes and works
righteousness, he shall have the best reward (Al-Husna), and we shall speak unto him mild
words by our command))18: 87-88( Allah said in another Ayah,

(For those who have done good is the best (Al-Husna) and even more.) )10: 26( Allah said next,
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(But those who answered not His call,) disobeyed Allah,
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(if they had all that isin the earth together) meaning, in the Hereafter. This Ayah says: Had
the earth's fill of gold and its like with it, they would try to ransom themselves from Allah's

torment at that time. However, this will not be accepted from them. Verily, Allah the Exalted
will not accept any type of exchange from,
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(For them there will be the terrible reckoning.) in the Hereafter, when they will be reckoned
for the Naqgir and the Qitmir, the big and the small. Verily, he who is reckoned in detail on that
Day will receive punishment, hence Allah's statement next,
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(Their dwelling place will be Hell; and worst indeed isthat place for rest.)
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(19. Shall he then who knows that what has been revealed unto you from your Lord isthe truth,
be like him who is blind But it is only the men of understanding that pay heed.)

The Believer and the Disbeliever are never Equal

Allah says, " They could never be equal; those among people who know that what,
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(from your Lord) isthe truth about which there is no doubt and in which there is no confusion,
vagueness or contradiction. Rather, they believe that all of it is the truth, each part of it

testifying to another. They believe that none of its parts contradicts the others, that all its
information istrue and that all its commandments and prohibitions are just,
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(And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice.) )6:15( It is accurate in its
information and stories and just in what it orders. Therefore, the Ayah says, those who believe
in the truth that you brought, O Muhammad, are not at all similar to those who are blind and
cannot find guidance to what benefits them, which they cannot even comprehend. And even if
they comprehend the guidance, they will not follow it, believe in it or abide by it." Allah said in
another Ayah,

(has been revealed unto you), O Muhammad,
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(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise. It is the dwellers of
Paradise that will be successful.) )59:20( Allah said in this honorable Ayah,
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(Shall he then who knows that what has been revealed unto you from your Lord is the truth, be
like him who is blind) They are not equal. Allah said next,
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(But it is only the men of understanding that pay heed.) meaning, it is those who have sound
minds who draw lessons, gain wisdom and understand. We ask Allah to make us among them.
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=(20. Those who fulfill, the covenant of Allah and break not the trust.) (21. And those who join
that which Allah has commanded to be joined and fear their Lord, and dread the terrible
reckoning. ) (22. And those who remain patient, seeking their Lord's Face, perform the Salah,
and spend out of that which We have bestowed on them, secretly and openly, and repel evil
with good, for such there is a good end.) (23. * Adn Gardens, which they shall enter and (also)
those who acted righteously from among their fathers, and their wives, and their offspring. And
angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying):) (24. "Salamun ~ Alaykum (peace be upon
you) for you persevered in patience! Excellent indeed is the final home!")



Qualities of the Blessed Ones, which will lead to Paradise

Allah states that those who have these good qualities, will earn the good, final home: victory
and triumph in this life and the Hereafter,
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(Those who fulfill the covenant of Allah and break not the trust.) They are nothing like the
hypocrites who when one of them makes a covenant, he breaks it; if he disputes, he is most
quarrelsome; if he speaks, he lies; and if he is entrusted, he betrays histrust. Allah said next,
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(And those who join that which Allah has commanded to be joined) they are good to their
relatives and do not sever the bond of kinship. They are also kind to the poor and the needy
and generous in nature,
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(and fear their Lord), in what they do or do not do of actions and statements. They remember
that Allah is watching during all of this and are afraid of His terrifying reckoning in the
Hereafter. Therefore, all their affairs are on the straight path and correct, whether they are
active or idle, and in all of their affairs, including those that affect others,
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(And those who remain patient, seeking their Lord's Face,) They observe patience while staying

away from sins and evil deeds, doing so while dedicating themselves to the service of their
Lord the Exalted and Most Honored and seeking His pleasure and generous reward,
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(and perform the Salah), preserving its limits, times, bowing, prostration and humbleness,
according to the established limits and rulings of the religion,
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(and spend out of that which We have bestowed on them,) They spend on those whom they are
obliged to spend on them, such as their spouses, relatives and the poor and needy in general,

(A )



(secretly and openly,) They spend during all conditions and times, whether during the night or

the day, secretly and openly,
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(and repel evil with good) they resist evil with good conduct. When the people harm them they
face their harm with good patience, forbearing, forgiveness and pardon. Allah said in another
Ayah,
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(Repel (the evil) with one which is better, then verily he, between whom and you there was
enmity, (will become) as though he was a close friend. But none is granted it except those who
are patient - and none is granted it except the owner of the great portion in this world.))41:34-
35( This is why Allah states here that those who have these good qualities, the blessed ones,
will earn the final home, which He explained next,
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(" Adn Gardens), where, "~ Adn, indicates continuous residence; they will reside in the gardens of
everlasting life. Allah said next,
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(and (also) those who acted righteously from among their fathers, and their wives, and their
offspring.) Allah will gather them with their loved ones, from among their fathers, family
members and offspring, those who are righteous and deserve to enter Paradise, so that their
eyes are comforted by seeing them. He will also elevate the grade of those who are lower, to
the grades of those who are higher, a favor from Him out of His kindness, without decreasing
the grade of those who are higher up (in Paradise). Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith: to them shall We join their
offspring.) )52:21( Allah said next,
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(And angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying): "Salamun ~ Alaykum (peace be upon
you) for you persevered in patience! Excellent indeed is the final home!") The angels will enter
on them from every direction congratulating them for entering Paradise. The angels will
welcome them with the Islamic greeting and commend them for earning Allah's closeness and
rewards, as well as, being admitted into the Dwelling of Peace, neighbors to the honorable
Messengers, the Prophets and the truthful believers. Imam Ahmad recorded that ~ Abdullah bin
“Amr bin Al-" As, may Allah be pleased with them both, narrated that the Messenger of Allah
said,

SR e A AN e T o Uay
« 4]

(Do you know who among Allah's creation will enter Paradise first) They said, "Allah and His
Messenger have more knowledge." He said,
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(The first among Allah's creation to enter Paradise are the poor emigrants (in Allah's cause)
with whom the outposts (of the land) are secured and the various afflictions are warded off.
One of them would die while his need is still in his chest, because he was unable to satisfy it
himself. Allah will say to whom He will among His angels, "Go to them and welcome them with
the Salam." The angels will say, "We are the residence of Your heaven and the best of Your
creation, do You command us to go to them and welcome them with the Salam" Allah will say,
"They are My servants who worshipped Me and did not associate anyone or anything with Me in
worship. With them, the outposts were secured and the afflictions were warded off. One of
them would die while his need is in his chest, unable to satisfy it." So the angels will go to
them from every gate (of Paradise),) saying,
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(Salamun " Alaykum (peace be upon you) for you persevered in patience! Excellent indeed is
the final home!)"
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(25. And those who break the covenant of Allah, after its ratification, and sever that which
Allah has commanded to be joined, and work mischief in the land, on them is the curse, and
for them is the unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell).)

Characteristics of the Wretched Ones which will lead to the Curse
and the Evil Home

This is the destination of the Wretched ones and these are their characteristics. Allah
mentioned their end in the Hereafter, to contrast the end that the believers earned, since
their characteristics were to the opposite of the believer's qualities in this life. The latter used
to keep Allah's covenant and join that which Allah has ordained on them to join. As for the
former, they used to,
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(break the covenant of Allah, after itsratification, and sever that which Allah has commanded
to be joined, and work mischief in the land,) An authentic Hadith states that,
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(The signs of a hypocrite are three: Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie; whenever he promises,
he always breaks it (his promise); if you entrust him, he proves to be dishonest.") In another
narration, the Prophet said,
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(If he enters into a covenant, he betrays it; and if he disputes, he proves to be most

quarrelsome.) This is why Allah said next,
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(on them isthe curse,) they will be cast away from Allah's mercy,
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(and for them isthe unhappy home. ) the evil end and destination,
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(Their dwelling place will be Hell; and worst indeed isthat place for rest.) )13:18(
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(26. Allah increases the provision for whom He wills, and straitens (it for whom He wills), and
they rejoice in the life of the world, whereas the life of this world compared to the Hereafter
is but a brief passing enjoyment.)

Increase and Decrease in Provision isin Allah's Hand
Allah states that He alone increases the provisions for whom He wills and decreases it for whom
He wills, according to His wisdom and perfect justice. So, when the disbelievers rejoice with

the life of the present world that was given to them, they do not know that they are being
tested and tried. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We enlarge them. We hasten unto them

with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.))23:55-56( Allah belittled the life of the present
world in comparison to what He has prepared for His believing servantsin the Hereafter,
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(whereas the life of this world compared to the Hereafter is but a brief passing enjoyment.)
Allah said in other Ayat,
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(Say: "Short is the enjoyment of this world. The Hereafter is (far) better for him who has
Tagwa, and you shall not be dealt with unjustly even equal to the amount of a Fatila.))4:77(
and,
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(Nay, you prefer the life of this world, although the Hereafter is better and more
lasting.))87:16-17( Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Mustawrid, from Bani Fihr, said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(The life of the present world, compared to the Hereafter, isjust like when one of you inserts
his finger in the sea, so let him contemplate how much of it will it carry.) and he pointed with
the index finger. Imam Muslim also collected this Hadith in his Sahih. In another Hadith, the
Prophet passed by a dead sheep, whose ears were small, and said,
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(By Allah! The life of this present world is as insignificant to Allah as this sheep was to its
owners when they threw it away.)
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(27. And those who disbelieved say: "Why is not a sign sent down to him from his Lord" Say:
"Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides unto Himself those who turn to Him in
repentance.") (28. Those who believed and whose hearts find rest in the remembrance of Allah.
Verily, in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest.) (29. Those who believed, and work
righteousness, Tuba is for them and a beautiful place of (final) return.)

Disbelievers ask for Miracles, Allah's Response to Them

(¥5)

Allah says that the idolators said,

(Why is not), meaning, there should be,
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(a sign sent down to him from his Lord) The idolators also said,
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(Let him then bring us an Ayah like the ones (Prophets) that were sent before (with signs)!)
)21:5( We mentioned this subject several times before and stated that Allah is able to bring
them what they wanted. There is a Hadith which mentions that the idolators asked the Prophet
to turn Mount As-Safa into gold and, they also asked him for a spring to gush forth for them and
to remove the mountains from around Makkah and replace them with green fields and gardens.
Allah revealed to His Messenger : "If You wish, O Muhammad, | will give them what they asked
for. However, if they disbelieve thereafter, | will punish them with a punishment that | did not

punish any among the *~ Alamin (mankind and the Jinns). Or, if you wish, | will open for them
the door to repentance and mercy." The Prophet said,
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(Rather, open for them the door to repentance and mercy.) This is why Allah said to His
Messenger next,

e A sy SU o Qe AN Gy L)
(&l

(Say: "Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides unto Himself those who turn to Him
in repentance.") Allah states that He brings misguidance or guidance whether the Messenger
was given a sign (a miracle) according to their asking or not. Verily, earning the misguidance or
the guidance are not connected to the miracles or the lack of them. Allah said in other Ayat, f
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(But neither Ayat nor warners benefit those who believe not.) )10:101(
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(Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord has been justified, will not believe. Even if
every sign should come to them, until they see the painful torment.))10:96-97(, and,
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(And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the dead had spoken unto them, and We

had gathered together all things before their very eyes, they would not have believed, unless
Allah willed, but most of them behave ignorantly.) )6:111( Allah said here,
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(Say: "Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides unto Himself those who turn to Him

in repentance.") meaning, He guides to Him those who repent, turn to Him, beg Him, seek His
help and humbly submit to Him.

The Believer's Heart finds Comfort in the Remembrance of Allah
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(Those who believed, and whose hearts find rest in the remembrance of Allah.) for their hearts
find comfort on the side of Allah, become tranquil when He is remembered and pleased to have
Him as their Protector and Supporter. So Allah said,
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(Verily, in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest.) and surely, He is worthy of it.

The Meaning of Tuba

Allah said,

Allah said,
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(Those who believed, and work righteousness, Tuba is for them and a beautiful place of (final)
return.) "~ Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ~ Abbas said that Tuba means, "Happiness and
comfort or refreshment of the eye." " Ikrimah said that Tuba means, "How excellent is what
they earned," while Ad-Dahhak said, "A joy for them." Furthermore, lbrahim An-Nakh'i said
that Tuba means, "Better for them," while Qatadah said that it is an Arabic word that means,
“you have earned a good thing.' In another narration, Qatadah said that " Tuba for them'
means, "It is excellent for them,"
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(and a beautiful place of return.) and final destination. These meanings for Tuba are all
synonymous and they do not contradict one another. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu S'id Al-

Khudri said that a man asked, "O Allah's Messenger! Tuba for those who saw you and believed in
you!" The Prophet said,
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(Tuba is for he who saw me and believed in me. Tuba, and another Tuba, and another Tuba for
he who believed in me, but did not see me.) A man asked, "What is Tuba" The Prophet said,
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(A tree in Paradise whose width is a hundred years, and the clothes of the people of Paradise

are taken from its bark.) Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Sahl bin Sa'd said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(There is a tree in Paradise, if a rider travelsin its shade for one hundred years, he would not
be able to crossit.) An-Nu” man bin Abi * Ayyash Az-Zuraqi added, "Abu Sa' id Al-Khudri narrated
to me that the Prophet said,
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(There isatree in Paradise, if a rider travelsin its shade on a fast, sleek horse for one hundred
years, he would not be able to cross it.)" In his Sahih, Imam Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr
narrated that the Messenger of Allah said that Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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(O My slaves! If the first and the last among you, mankind and Jinns among you, stood in one
spot and asked Me and | gave each person what he asked, it will not decrease from My
dominion, except what the needle decreases (or carries) when entered into the sea.) Khalid bin
Ma’ ddan said, "There is a tree in Paradise called Tuba, that has breasts that nurse the children
of the people of Paradise. Verily, the miscarriage of a woman will be swimming in one of the
rivers of Paradise until the Day of Resurrection commences, when he will be gathered with
people while forty years of age." Ibn Abi Hatim collected this statement.
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(80. Thus have We sent you to a community before whom other communities have passed
away, in order that you might recite unto them what We have revealed to you, while they

disbelieve in the Most Gracious (Allah). Say: "He is my Lord! None has the right to be
worshipped but He! In Him is my trust, and to Him I turn.”)

Our Prophet was sent to recite and call to Allah’s Revelation

Allah says, " Just as We sent you, O Muhammad, to your Ummah,
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(..in order that you might recite unto them what We have revealed to you,) so that you deliver
to them Allah's Message. Likewise, We sent others to earlier nations that disbelieved in Allah.
The Messengers whom We sent before you, were also denied and rejected, so you have an




example in what they faced. And since We sent QOur torment and revenge on those people, then
let these people fear what will strike them, for their denial of you is harsher than the denial
that the previous Messengers faced,’
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(By Allah, We indeed sent (Messengers) to the nations before you.))16-63( Allah said in another
Ayah,
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(Verily, many Messengers were denied before you, with patience they bore the denial and
suffering until; till Our help reached them, and none can alter the Words (decree) of Allah.
Qurely, there has reached you the information (news) about the Messengers (before you).))6-
34(, meaning, ‘How We gave them victory and granted the best end for them and their
followersin this life and the Hereafter. ' Allah said next,
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(while they disbelieve in the Most Gracious (Allah).) Allah says, ~ These people, that We sent
you to, disbelieve in the Most Gracious and deny Him, because they dislike describing Allah by
Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim )the Most Gracious, Most Merciful(.' This is why on the day of Al-
Hudaybiyyah, as Al-Bukhari narrated, they refused to write, "In the Name of Allah, Ar-Rahman

Ar-Rahim," saying, "We do not know Ar-Rahman Ar-Rahim!" Qatadah narrated this words. Allah
the Exalted said,
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(Say: "Invoke Allah or invoke the Most Gracious (Allah), by whatever name you invoke Him, for
to Him belong the Best Names.) )17:110( In his Sahih, Imam Muslim recorded that * Abdullah bin
" Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The most beloved names to Allah the Exalted are: *~ Abdullah and * Abdur-Rahman.)Allah said
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(Say: "He is my Lord! None has the right to be worshipped but He!") meaning: for | believe in
Allah in Whom you disbelieve and affirm His Divinity and Lordship. He is my Lord, there is no

deity worthy of worship except Him,
(}.. < ./. o / )

(In Him is my trust,) in all of my affairs,
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(and to Him | turn.) meaning: to Him | return and repent, for He alone is worthy of all this and
none else besides Him.
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(81. And if there had been a Qur'an with which mountains could be moved (from their places),
or the earth could be cloven asunder, or the dead could be made to speak (it would not have
been other than this Qur'an). But the decision of all things is certainly with Allah. Have not
then those who believed yet known that had Allah willed, He could have guided all mankind
And a disaster will not cease to strike those who disbelieved because of their (evil) deeds or it
(i.e. the disaster) settles close to their homes, until the promise of Allah comes to pass.
Certainly, Allah breaks not His promise.)

Virtues of the Qur'an and the Denial of Disbelievers

Allah praises the Qur'an which He has revealed to Muhammad, peace be upon him, and prefers
it to all other divinely revealed Books before it,
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(And if there had been a Qur'an with which mountains could be moved,) Allah says, " If there
were a Book among the previous Divine Books with which the mountains could be moved from
their places, or the earth could be cleaved asunder, or the dead speak in their graves, it would
have been this Qur'an and none else.' Or, this Qur'an is more worthy to cause all this, because
of its marvelous eloquence that defies the ability of mankind and the Jinns, even if all of them

gather their forces together to invent something like it or even a Qurah like it. Yet, these
idolators disbelieve in the Qur'an and reject it. Allah said,
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(But the decision of all thingsis certainly with Allah.) The decision over all affairsis with Allah
Alone, whatever He wills, occurs and whatever He does not will, never occurs. Certainly, he
whom Allah misguides, will never find enlightenment and he whom Allah guides, will never be
misled. We should state here that it is possible to call other Divine Books, ~Qur'an', since this

Qur'an is based on all of them. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(Reciting was made easy for (Prophet) Dawud (David) in that he used to order that his animal
be prepared for him to ride and in the meantime he would read the entire Qur'an. He used to
eat only from what his hand made.) Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith. The Qur'an mentioned

here isrefersto the Zabur. Allah said next,
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(Have not then those who believed yet known) that not all people would believe and

understand and that,
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(had Allah willed, He could have guided all mankind) Surely, there is not a miracle or evidence
more eloquent or effective on the heart and mind than this Qur'an. Had Allah revealed it to a
mountain, you would see the mountain shake and humbled from fear of Allah. The Sahih
recorded that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Every Prophet was given (a miracle) the type of which would make (some) people believe.
What | was given, however, is a revelation from Allah to me, and | hope that | will have the
most following among them (Prophets) on the Day of Resurrection.) This Hadith indicates that
every Prophet's miracle disappeared upon his death, but this Qur'an will remain as evidence for
all times. Verily, the miracle of the Qur'an will never end, nor will it become old the more it is
read, nor will scholars ever have enough of it. The Qur'an is serious and is not meant for jest;
any tyrant that abandons it, Allah will destroy him; he who seeks guidance in other than the

Qur'an, then Allah will misguide him. Allah said next,
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(But the decision of all things is certainly with Allah.) Ibn * Abbas commented, "He will only do
what He wills and He decided that He will not do that." Ibn Ishaq reported a chain for this, and
Ibn Jarir At-Tabari agreed with it. Allah said next,
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(And a disaster will not cease to strike those who disbelieved because of their (evil) deeds or it

settles close to their homes,) because of their denial, disasters will still strike them in thislife
or strike those all around them, as a lesson and example for them. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And indeed We have destroyed towns round about you, and We have shown (them) the Ayat in
various ways that they might return (to the truth).))46-27(, and,
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(See they not that We gradually reduce the land (in their control) from its outlying borders Is it
then they who will overcome) )21:44( Qatadah narrated that Al-Hasan commented on Allah's

statement,
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(or it settles close to their homes,) "It is in reference to the disaster." This is the apparent
meaning here. Al-" Awfi reported that bin * Abbas said about,
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(And a Qari” ah (disaster) strikes them because of their (evil) deeds) "A torment that descends

on them from heaven,
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(or it settles close to their homes,) when the Messenger of Allah camps near their area and
fights them." Smilar was reported from Mujahid and Qatadah. " lkrimah said in another

narration he reported from lbn * Abbas that,

(Qari'ah) means affliction. These scholars also said that,
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(until the promise of Allah comes to pass.) refers to the conquering of Makkah. Al-Hasan Al-
Basri said that it refersto the Day of Resurrection. Allah said next,
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(Certainly, Allah breaks not His promise.) to His Messengers to aid them and their followers in
thislife and the Hereafter,
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(So think not that Allah will fail to keep His promise to His Messengers. Certainly, Allah is All-
Mighty, All-Able of Retribution.))14:47(
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(32. And indeed (many) Messengers were mocked at before you but | granted respite to those
who disbelieved, and finally | punished them. Then how (terrible) was My punishment!)

Comforting the Messenger of Allah

Allah says to His Messenger, while comforting him in facing his people's denial of him,
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" (And indeed (many) Messengers were mocked at before you), so you have a good example in

them,
(15 pall Cola)

(but | granted respite to those who disbelieved,) deferred their judgment for a term appointed,

<
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(and finally | punished them.) with encompassing punishment. How did you obtain the news of
how | gave them respite and then took them with punishment' Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And many a township did | give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then (in the end) |
seized it (with punishment). And to Me isthe (final) return (of all).))22:48( It is recorded in the
Two Sahihs that the Prophet said,

R IPATXY LU RN adall Lol ) )y

(Verily, Allah gives respite to the unjust until when He seizes him, He never lets go of him.)
The Messenger next recited this Ayah,



) Adds aTy el AR 13) el 3&7 Cﬂh’S})

(Sl i

(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the (population of) towns while they are
doing wrong. Verily, His punishment is painful, (and) severe.))11:102(
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(33. Isthen He (Allah) Who takes charge of every person and knows all that he has earned (like
any other deity who knows nothing) Yet, they ascribe partnersto Allah. Say: "Name them! Is it
that you will inform Him of something He knows not in the earth or isit (just) a show of false
words." Nay! To those who disbelieved, their plotting is made fair-seeming, and they have been
hindered from the right path; and whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.)

There is no Similarity between Allah and False Deities in any
Respect
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(Is then He (Allah) Who takes charge of every person and knows all that he has earned) Allah is
the guard and watcher over every living soul and knows what everyone does, whether good or
evil, and nothing ever escapes His perfect observation. Allah said in other Ayat,
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Allah said,



(Neither you do any deed nor recite any portion of the Qur'an, nor you do any deed, but we are
witness thereof, when you are doing it.) )10:61( and Allah said,
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(Not a leaf falls, but He knowsiit.) )6:59(
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(

(And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He knows its
dwelling place and its deposits. All isin a Clear Book.))11:6(,
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(It isthe same (to Him) whether any of you conceals his speech or declares it openly, whether

he be hid by night or goes forth freely by day.) )13:10(
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(He knows the secret and that which is yet more hidden.) )20:7( and,
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(And He is with you wherever you may be. And Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.) )57:4( Is
He Who is like this similar to the idols, that the polytheists worship, which can neither hear nor
see nor do they have a mind nor able to bring good to themselves or to their worshippers nor
prevent harm from themselves or their worshippers The answer to the question in the Ayah was

omitted, because it isimplied, for Allah said next,
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(Yet, they ascribe partners to Allah.) which they worshipped besides Him, such as idols, rivals
and false deities,
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(Say: "Name them!") make them known to us and uncover them so that they are known, for
surely, they do not exist at all! So Allah said,
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(Is it that you will inform Him of something He knows not in the earth) for had that thing
existed in or on the earth, Allah would have known about it because nothing ever escapes His
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(or isit (just) a show of words) or doubts expressed in words, according to Mujahid, while Ad-
Dahhak and Qatadah said, false words. Allah says, you (polytheists) worshipped the idols
because you thought that they had power to bring benefit or harm, and this is why you called
them gods,
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(

(They are but names which you have named - you and your fathers - for which Allah has sent
down no authority. They follow but a guess and that which they themselves desire, whereas
there has surely come to them the guidance from their Lord!))53:23( Allah said next,
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(Nay! To those who disbelieved, their plotting is made fair seeming,) or their words, according
to Mujahid. This Ayah refers to the misguidance of the polytheists and their propagation night

and day. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(And We have assigned for them (devils) intimate companions, who have made fair-seeming to
them.) Allah said next,
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(and they have been hindered from the right path;) Some read with Fatha over the Sad (i.e. wa
Saddu), which would mean, “and they hindered from the right path, feeling fond of the
misguidance they are in, thinking that it is correct, they called to it and thus hindered the
people from following the path of the Messengers.' Others read it with Damma over the Sad
(i.e. wa Suddu), which would mean, “and they have been hindered from the right path,’

explained it this way: because they thought that their way looked fair or correct, they were
hindered by it from the right path, so Allah said,
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(and whom Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.) Allah said in similar instances,
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(And whomsoever Allah wants to suffer a trial, you can do nothing for him against Allah.)
)5:41(, and,
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(If you covet for their guidance, then verily, Allah guides not those whom He makes to go
astray. And they will have no helpers.))16:37(
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(34. For them is a torment in the life of this world, and certainly, harder is the torment of the
Hereafter. And they have no defender (or protector) against Allah.) (35. The description of the
Paradise which those who have Tagwa have been promised: Underneath it rivers flow, its

provision is eternal and so is its shade; this is the end (final destination) of those who have
Taqgwa, and the end (final destination) of the disbelieversis Fire.)



Punishment of the Disbelievers and Reward of the Pious Believers

Here, Allah mentions the punishment of the disbelievers and the reward of the righteous
believers, after describing the Kufr and Shirk that the disbelieversindulge in,
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(For them is a torment in the life of this world,) by the hands of the believers, killing and

capturing them,
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(and certainly, the torment of the Hereafter.) which will come after they suffer humiliation in

thislife,
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(is harder) many times harder. The Messenger of Allah said to those who agreed to Mula™ anah,
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(Surely, the torment of this life, is easier than the torment of the Hereafter.) Indeed, and just
as the Messenger of Allah stated, the torment of thislife ends but the torment of the Hereafter
is everlasting in a Fire that is seventy times hot than our fire, where there are chains whose
thickness and hardness are unimaginable. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(So on that Day none will punish as He will punish. And none will bind as He will bind.))89:25-
26(, and,
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(And for those who deny the Hour, We have prepared a flaming Fire. When it (Hell) sees them
from a far place, they will hear itsraging and its roaring. And when they shall be thrown into a
narrow place thereof, chained together, they will exclaim therein for destruction. Exclaim not
today for one destruction, but exclaim for many destructions. Say: "Isthat (torment) better, or
the Paradise of Eternity promised for those who have Tagwa" It will be theirs as a reward and
as a final destination.) )25:11-15( Smilarly He said;
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(The description of the Paradise which those who have Tagwa have been promised) meaning its

description and qualities;
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(Underneath it rivers flow,) these rivers flow in the various parts and grades of Paradise and
wherever its people wish they flow and gush forth for them. Allah also said,
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(The description of Paradise which those who have Tagwa have been promised (isthat) in it are
rivers of water the taste and smell of which are not changed, rivers of wine delicious to those
who drink, and rivers of clarified honey, therein for them is every kind of fruit, and

forgiveness.) )47:15( Allah said next,
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(its provision is eternal and so is its shade) for Paradise has foods, fruits and drinks that never
end or finish. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn * Abbas narrated in the Hadith about the
Eclipse prayer that the Companions said, "O Allah's Messenger! While you were standing )in
prayer(, we saw you reach for something with your hand and then you brought it back." The
Messenger said,
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(I saw Paradise - or was shown Paradise - and reached for a cluster (of grapes or other fruit),

and had | kept it, you would have eaten from it as long as this life remains.) ilmam Muslim
recorded that Jabir bin ~ Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The people of Paradise eat and drink, and they do not need to blow their noses, or answer the
call of nature, or urinate, for they pass the food excrements in belches, which smell like musk.
They will be inspired to praise and glorify (Allah) as spontaneously as they breathe.) Imams
Ahmad and An-Nasa'i recorded that Thumamah bin * Ugbah said that he heard Zayd bin Argam
say, "A man from the People of the Scriptures came and said )to the Prophet (, * O Abul-Qasim!
You claim that the people of Paradise eat and drink' The Prophet said,
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(Yes. By He in Whose Hand is Muhammad's life, a man among them will be given the strength of
a hundred men in eating, drinking, sexual intercourse and appetite.) That man asked, * He who
eats and drinks needs to relieve the call of nature, but Paradise is pure )from feces and urine('
The Prophet said,
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(One of them (residents of Paradise) relieves the call of nature through a sweat that emanates
from the skin, with the scent of musk, and the stomach becomes empty again.) Imam Ahmad
and An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith. Allah said in other Ayat,

.~/ 2o -~ i w :,/s - - S %~
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(And fruit in plenty, whose supply is not cut off nor are they out of reach.))56:32-33(, and,

(S d skt Ll s Sgile 35157)

(And the shade thereof is close upon them, and the bunches of fruit thereof will hang low
within their reach.))76:14( The shade of Paradise is everlasting and never shrinks, just as Allah
said,

Nl ALl Thels 1l ()
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(But those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, We shall admit them to Gardens under
which rivers flow, abiding therein forever. Therein they shall have pure mates, and We shall
admit them to shades wide and ever deepening.))4:57( Allah often mentions the description of
Paradise and the description of the Fire together, to make Paradise appealing and warn against
the Fire. Thisis why, after Allah mentioned the description of Paradise here, He next said,

B ] - . = - - S -y ~ R
(DN 0 pa &0 8”5 1680 (i) de Slb)
(thisisthe end (final destination) of those who have Tagwa, and the end (final destination) of
the disbelieversis Fire.) Allah said in another Ayah ,

™ -
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(Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the Paradise. It is the dwellers of
Paradise that will be successful.) )59:20(
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(36. Those to whom We have given the Book, rejoice at what has been revealed unto you, but
there are among the Ahzab (Confederates) those who reject a part thereof. Say: "I am
commanded only to worship Allah and not to join partners with Him. To Him | call and to Him is
my return.") (37. And thus have We sent it (the Qur'an) down to be a judgement of authority in

Arabic. Were you to follow their (vain) desires after the knowledge which has come to you,
then you will not have any Wali (protector) or defender against Allah.)

The Truthful Ones from among the People of the Scriptures rejoice
at what Allah has revealed to Muhammad

(S gl (pally)

(Those to whom We have given the Book,) and they adhere by it,

(<L) It La 0 i)

(rejoice at what has been revealed unto you,) i.e. the Qur'an, because they have evidence in
their Books affirming the truth of the Qur'an and conveying the good news of its imminent
revelation, just as Allah said in another Ayah,

(4375505 (3 4551 (A ag S (Al))

(Those to whom We gave the Book recite it asit should be recited.) )2:121( Allah said,

(155 Y ol 4a 1 sals J8)

Allah said,



(Say: "Believe in it (the Qur'an) or do not believe.") )17:107(, until,

(Truly, the promise of our Lord must be fulfilled.) )17:109( meaning, Allah's promise to usin our
Books to send Muhammad is true. It is certain and will surely come to pass and be fulfilled, so
all praise to our Lord, how truthful is His promise, all the thanks are due to Him,

(e 558 by s O K G830 () 530))

(And they fall down on their faces weeping and it increases their humility.) )17:109( Allah said

next,
(Alans S (e DAY 0ay)

(but there are among the Ahzab (Confederates) those who reject a part thereof.) meaning,
“There are those among the sects who disbelieve in some of what was revealed to you (O
Muhammad).' Mujahid said that,

28
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(but there are among the Ahzab (Confederates)), refersto Jews and Christians,
(}/. °o - 8 S,} ./)
(those who reject a part thereof), meaning, ~ They reject a part of the truth that came down to

you - O Muhammad.' Smilar was reported from Qatadah and * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin
Aslam. Allah said in similar Ayat,

AL e u;d RN d.cﬂ “ra )
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(And there are, certainly, among the People of the Sripture, those who believe in Allah.)
)3:199( Allah said next,

(40 il Wy all) el 1)) &yl T) U8

(Say: "I am commanded only to worship Allah and not to join partners with Him...") meaning, " |
(Muhammad) was sent with the religion of worshipping Allah alone without partners, just asthe

Messengers before me,
£
(=2 )



(To Him (alone) I call), | call the people to His path,

/.h;

(e 431))

(and to Him is my return.) final destination and destiny." Allah said,

(\.1,\)9 &L o\_\]J.J ‘.Jhsj)
(And thus have We sent it (the Qur'an) down to be a judgement of authority in Arabic.) Allah
says, ~Just as We sent Messengers before you and revealed to them Divine Books from heaven,

We sent down to you the Qur'an, a judgement of authority in Arabic, as an honor for you, and
We preferred you among all people with this clear, plain and unequivocal Book that,

- ~
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(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it: (it is) sent down by the All-Wise,

Worthy of all praise.)' )41:42( Allah's statement,
&~ T~ o °o “@&
(ad¢) Al el ol )

(Were you to follow their (vain) desires), means, their opinions,

(A e Sl e 23)

(after the knowledge which has come to you) from Allah, all praise to Him,

~ ~ %’ ~ ~ ~ ~
(3)5 Y Ay e alll (e Al L)
(then you will not have any Wali (protector) or defender against Allah.) This part of the Ayah
warns people of know- ledge against following the paths of misguid- ance after they had gained

knowledge in (and abided by) the Prophetic Sunnah and the path of Muhammad, may Allah's
best peace and blessings be on him.

b Y Al cft u‘ gy u‘5 Ly 453
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(88. And indeed We sent Messengers before you, and made for them wives and offspring. And it
was not for a Messenger to bring a sign except by Allah's leave. (For) every matter there is a
decree (from Allah).) (39. Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). And with
Him is the Mother of the Book.)

All Prophets and Messengers were Humans

Allah says, " Just as We have sent you O Muhammad, a Prophet and a human, We sent the
Messengers before you from among mankind, that eat food, walk in the markets, and We gave
them wives and offspring.' Allah said to the most honorable and Final Messenger,

(L) (o s &I 5 U T U8)

(Say: "l am only a man like you. It has been revealed to me.") )18:110( It is recorded in the Two
Sahihs that the Messenger of Allah said,

Ty iy 4l (il 2,0 Gy
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(As for me, | fast and break the fast, stand in prayer at night and sleep, eat meat and marry
women; so whoever turns away from my Sunnah is not of mine.)

No Prophet can bring a Miracle except by Allah's Leave

Allah said,

(And it was not for a Messenger to bring a sign except by Allah's leave.) meaning, no Prophet
could have brought a miracle to his people except by Allah's permission and will, for this
matter is only decided by Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, not the Prophets; surely Allah
does what He wills and decides what He wills.



(G Jal 38)

((For) every matter there is a decree (from Allah).) for every term appointed, there is a record
(or decree) that keepsit, and everything has a specific due measure with Allah,

o o sl G 2 Al {4 s )
(Tyaenalll e G5 ) 03K 8l

(Know you not that Allah knows all that is in the heaven and on the earth Verily, it is (all) in
the Book. Verily, that is easy for Allah.))22:70(

Meaning of Allah blotting out what He wills and confirming what He
wills of the Book

Allah said,
2T e - & 2 o -
(Allah blots out what He wills) of the divinely revealed Books,
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(and confirms), until the Qur'an, revealed from Allah to His Messenger peace be upon him,
abrogated them all. Mujahid commented;

(ats 0 L AT )

(Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills).) "Except life and death, misery and
happiness )i.e., faith and disbelief(, for they do not change." Mansur said that he asked
Mujahid, "Some of us say in their supplication, ~ O Allah! If my name is with those who are
happy (believers), affirm my name among them, and if my name is among the miserable ones
(disbelievers), remove it from among them and place it among the happy ones." Mujahid said.
"This supplication is good." | met him a year or more later and repeated the same question to

him and he recited these Ayat,
<A . L N A
(A8 AT 8 43yl U))

(We sent it (this Qur'an) down on a blessed night.) Mujahid commented next, "During Laylatul-
Qadr (Night of the Decrees), Allah decides what provisions and disasters will occur in the next
year of. He then brings forward or back (or blots out) whatever He wills. As for the Book
containing the records of the happy (believers) and the miserable (disbelievers), it does not
change." AI-A" mash narrated that Abu Wa'il, Shagiq bin Salamah said that he used to recite this
supplication often, "O Allah, if You wrote us among the wretched ones, remove this status from



us and write us among the blessed ones. If You wrote us among the blessed ones, please let us
stay that way, for surely, You blot out and confirm what You will, and with You is the Mother of
the Book." Ibn Jarir At-Tabari collected this. Smilar statements were collected from *~ Umar bin
Al-Khattab and * Abdullah bin Mas’ ud, indicating that Allah blots out (or abrogates) and affirms
what He wills in the Book of Records. What further supports this meaning is that Imam Ahmad
recorded that Thawban said that the Messenger of Allah said,

UJ (diuan 3]\4 J\ VJ;J d:)]\ u\»
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(A man might be deprived of a provision (that was written for him) because of a sin that he
commits; only supplication changes Al-Qadar (Predestination); and only Birr (righteousness) can
increase the life span.”) An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah collected this Hadith. There is also a Hadith
recorded in the Sahih that affirms that maintaining the ties of the womb increases the life
span. Al-" Awfi reported that Ion *~ Abbas said about Allah's statement,

(gﬂ\;Tam)@ﬁﬁgmum\ )M)

(Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). And with Him is the Mother of the
Book.) "A man might work in Allah's obedience for a while but he revertsto the disobedience of
Him and then dies while misguided. This is what Allah blots out, while what He confirms is a
man who works in His disobedience, but since goodness was destined for him, he dies after
reverting to the obedience of Allah. This is what Allah confirms." It was also reported that
S’ id bin Jubayr said that this Ayah isin the meaning of another Ayah,

Sl AN B e LRy S i)
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(Then He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He wills. And Allah is able to do all
things.) )2:284(
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a(40. Whether We show you part of what We have promised them or cause you to die, your
duty is only to convey (the Message) and on Us is the reckoning.) (41. See they not that We
gradually reduce the land from its outlying borders. And Allah judges, there is none to put back
His judgement, and He is swift at reckoning.)

Punishment is by Allah, and the Messenger's Job is only to convey
the Message

Allah said to His Messenger ,
P CUBE LY
(<1 L o)

" (Whether We show you) O Muhammad, part of the disgrace and humiliation We have promised

your enemiesin thislife,
- el R as © £

(or cause you to die) before that,
(SRR

(your duty is only to convey We have only sent you to convey to them Allah's Message, and by
doing so, you will have fulfilled the mission that was ordained on you,

(Clanll Wile )

(and on Us is the reckoning), their reckoning and recompense is on Us." Allah said in similar
Ayat,
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(So remind them - you are only one who reminds. You are not a dictator over them - Save the
one who turns away and disbelieves. Then Allah will punish him with the greatest punishment.
Verily, to Us will be their return, Then verily, for Us will be their reckoning.))88:21-26( Allah
said next,
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(See they not that We gradually reduce the land from its outlying borders.) lbn * Abbas
commented, "See they not that We are granting land after land to Muhammad ()" Al-Hasan and

Ad-Dahhak commented that this Ayah refers to Muslims gaining the upper hand over idolators,
just as Allah said in another Ayah,

(sl (e 2KTsa U KNry 2al )

(And indeed We have destroyed towns round about you.) )46:27(
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(42. And verily, those before them did devise plots, but all planning is Allah's. He knows what
every person earns, and the disbelievers will know who gets the good end (final destination).)

The Disbelievers plot, but the Believers gain the Good End

(el (e cpdll K NE)

(And verily, those before them did devise plots,) against their Messengers, they wanted to
expel them from their land, but Allah devised plots against the disbelievers and gave the good
end to those who fear Him. Allah said in other Ayat,

a;fs;;mmu;ssw\:ﬂe;&;ns)
SR AN A R o5 Ky R

(oSl

Allah says,



(And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted against you to imprison you, or to kill you, or
to get you out; they were plotting and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the Best of those
who plot.) )8:30(, and,
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(So they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not. Then see how was
the end of their plot! Verily, We destroyed them and their nation, all together.))27:50,51( Allah

said next,
(i 08 LS L )

(He knows what every person earns,) meaning, He alone knows all secrets and concealed

thoughts and will reckon each person according to his work, (
R . /;]\ 2 10 P ~ )
( 2 @ s 3‘ )
or the Kuffar (disbelievers) according to another way of reciting,

(LA i (sal)

(who gets the good end.) who will earn the ultimate and final victory, they or the followers of
the Messengers. Indeed, the followers of the Messengers will earn the good end in this life and
the Hereafter, all thanks and praise is due to Allah.
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(43. And those who disbelieved, say: "You are not a Messenger." Say: "Sufficient as a witness
between me and you is Allah and those too who have knowledge of the Sripture.")

and the Kafir (disbeliever) will know



Allah and those who have Knowledge of the Scripture are Sufficient
as Witness to the Message of the Prophet

Allah says, the disbelievers reject you and say,
(‘\1/ o A “w © x)
(You are not a Messenger.) from Allah,

(R o T Ally S )

(Say: "Sufficient as a witness between me and you is Allah...") meaning, say, " Allah is sufficient
for me and He is the witness over me and you. He is witness that | (Muhammad) have conveyed
the Message from Him and over you, Orejecters, to the falsehood that you invent.' Allah said,

:. R R - . °. s
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(and those too who have knowledge of the Scripture.) This refers to ~ Abdullah bin Salam,
according to Mujahid. However, this opinion is not plausible, since this Ayah was revealed in
Makkah and " Abdullah bin Salam embraced Islam soon after the Prophet emigrated to Al-
Madinah. A more suitable explanation is that narrated by Al-" Awfi from Ibn ~ Abbas that this

Ayah refers to Jews and Christians. Qatadah said that among them are, "~ Abdullah bin Salam,
Salman (Al-Farisi) and Tamim Ad-Dari. The correct view isthat this Ayah,

R~ . ) s s
(°34‘F u—w)
(and those too who have. ..), refersto the scholars of the People of the Scriptures who find the

description of Muhammad in their Books and the good news of his advent that were conveyed
to them by their Prophets. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And My mercy embraces all things. That (mercy) | shall ordain for those who have Tagwa, and
give Zakah; and those who believe in Qur Ayat; Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet
who can neither read nor write whom they find written with them in the Tawrah and the Injil.)
)7:156-157( and,
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(It is not a sign to them that the learned scholars of the Children of Israel knew it (as
true)))26:197( There are similar Ayat that affirm that the scholars of the Children of lIsrael

know this fact from their divinely revealed Books. This is the end of Surat Ar-Ra’d, and all
praise is due to Allah and all favors are from Him.

The Tafsir of Surah Ibrahim
(Chapter -14)
Which was revealed in Makkah
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(1. Alif-Lam-Ra. (This is) a Book which We have revealed unto you in order that you might lead
mankind out of darkness into light by their Lord's leave to the path of the Almighty, the
Praised.) (2. Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that isin the earth! And
woe unto the disbelievers from a severe torment.) (3. Those who prefer the life of thisworld to
the Hereafter, and hinder (men) from the path of Allah and seek crookedness therein - they are
far astray.)

Describing the Qur'an and warning Those Who defy it



Previously we discussed the meaning of the separate letters that appear in the beginnings of

(Lﬁ‘ 1“ ‘ L\S/S)

((This is) a Book which We have revealed unto you...) Allah says, " This is a Book that We have
revealed to you, O Muhammad. This "~ Book', is the Glorious Qur'an, the most honored Book, that
Allah sent down from heaven to the most honored Messenger of Allah sent to all the people of
the earth, Arabs and non-Arabs alike,

(550 1) ol o (ol 2 )

(in order that you might lead mankind out of darkness into light) We sent you, O Muhammad,
with this Book in order that you might lead mankind away from misguidance and crookedness to
guidance and the right way,’
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(Allah is the Wali (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out from
darkness into light. But as for those who disbelieve, their Awliya (supporters and helpers) are
Taghut (false deities), they bring them out from light into darkness.) )2:257(, and,

Sl ol e e UD% G Ch)
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(It is He Who sends down manifest Ayat to His servant that He may bring you out from darkness
into light. ) )57:9( Allah said next,

(A0 L)

(by their Lord's leave), He guides those whom He destined to be guided by the hand of His
Messenger , whom He sent to guide them by His command,

(550 Bl )

(to the path of the All-Mighty,) Who can never be resisted or overpowered. Rather, Allah is
Irresistible above everything and everyone else,



(2xan]l)

(the Praised.) Who is glorified and praised in all His actions, statements, legislation,
commandments and prohibitions and Who only says the truth in the information He conveys.
Allah's statement,

.o X% - “ - 38 ij
(Allah to Whom belongs all that isin the heavens and all that isin the earth!), is similar to,
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(Say: "O mankind! Verily, | am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah - to Whom belongs the
dominion of the heavens and the earth.) )7:158( Allah's statement,

(20 e e (a0 T3y )

(And woe unto the disbelievers from a severe torment. ) means, ~woe to them on the Day of
Judgment because they defied you, O Muhammad, and rejected you.' Allah described the
disbelievers as preferring the life of the present world to the Hereafter, coveting the former
life and working hard for its sake. They have forgotten the Hereafter and abandoned it behind

their backs,
(A Jats ey s3iay's)

(and hinder (men) from the path of Allah), from following the Messengers,

(1 =z - 1 - : ’S 0o~ ~ )
(and seek crookedness therein) they seek to make Allah's path crooked, even though it is
straight itself and does not deviate on account of those who defy or betray it. When the
disbelievers do this, they become engulfed in ignorance and misguidance far away from truth,

and therefore, there is no hope that they will gain guidance and correctness while on this
state.
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(4. And We sent not a Messenger except with the language of his people, in order that he might
make (the Message) clear for them. Then Allah misleads whom He wills and guides whom He
wills. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.)

Every Prophet was sent with the Language of His People; Guidance
or Misguidance follows the Explanation

Allah is Kind and Compassionate with His creation, sending Messengers to them from among

them and speaking their language, so that they are able to understand the Message that the
Messengers were sent with. Allah said next,

{7%" .- 0o <7 ST M 7 dy
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(Then Allah misleads whom He wills and guides whom He wills.) after the proof and evidence
have been established for the people, Allah misguides whom He wills from the path of guidance

and guides whom He willsto the truth,
}. ./ \ - & -
()ﬁfj y‘w)

(And He is the All-Mighty,) whatever He wills occurs and whatever He does not will never

OocCcurs,
( : / ‘ )

(the All-Wise.) in His decisions, misleading those who deserve to be misled and guiding those
who deserve guidance. Thisis from Allah's wisdom with His creation, every Prophet He sent to
a people spoke their language and everyone of these Prophets were only sent to their people.
Muhammad bin * Abdullah, Allah's Messenger, peace and blessings be upon him, was sent to all
people. It isrecorded in the Two Sahihs that Jabir said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(I have been given five things which were not given to anyone else before me. Allah made me
victorious by awe, (by His frightening my enemies) for a distance of one month's journey. The
earth has been made for me (and for my followers) a place for worship and a purifier. The war
booty has been made lawful for me and it was not lawful for anyone else before me. | have
been given the right of Intercession (on the Day of Resurrection). Every Prophet used to be sent
to his nation only, but | have been sent to all mankind.) Allah said,

(G 250 (3505 ) (0 G20 L)

(Say: "O mankind! Verily, | am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allah...) )7:158(
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(5. And indeed We sent Musa with Qur Ayat (saying): "Bring out your people from darkness into
light, and remind them of the annals (or days) of Allah. Truly, therein are Ayat for every
patient, thankful (person).")

Story of Musa and His People

Allah says here, " Just as We sent you (O, Muhammad) and sent down to you the Book, in order
that you might guide and call all people out of darknessinto the light, We also sent Musa to the
Children of Israel with Our Ayat (signs, or miracles)." Mujahid said that this part of the Ayah

refersto the nine miracles.
/5 ~ 0o & o o, T °, T
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(Bring out your people) he is being commanded;



(050 1) ra bl S8 7 5

(Bring out your people from darkness into light,) call them to all that is good and righteous, in
order that they might turn away from the darkness of ignorance and misguidance they indulged
in, to the light of guidance and the enlightenment of faith,

(a0l o 52753

(and remind them of the annals (or days) of Allah) remind them (O Musa) of Allah's days,
meaning, favors and bounties which He bestowed on them when He delivered them from the
grip of Fir" awn and his injustice, tyranny and brutality. Thisis when Allah delivered them from
their enemy, made a passage for them through the sea, shaded them with clouds, sent down
manna and quails for them, and other favors and bounties. Mujahid, Qatadah and several
others said this. Allah said next,

(LsSE Hlha ey ally 80)

(Truly, therein are Ayat for every patient, thankful (person).) Allah says, " Qur delivering of Our
loyal supporters among the Children of Israel from the grasp of Fir’ awn and saving them from
the disgraceful torment, provides a lesson to draw from for those who are patient in the face
of affliction, and thankful in times of prosperity. Qatadah said, "Excellent is the servant who if
he is tested, he observes patience, and if he is granted prosperity, he is thankful for it." It is
recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Verily, all of the matter of the believer is amazing, for every decision that Allah decrees for
him is good for him. If an affliction strikes him, he is patient and this is good for him; if a
bounty is give to him, he is thankful and thisis good for him.)
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(6. And (remember) when Musa said to his people: "Call to mind Allah's favor to you, when He
delivered you from Fir" awn's people who were afflicting you with horrible torment, and were
slaughtering your sons and letting your women live; and in it was a tremendous trial from your
Lord.") (7. And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed: "If you give thanks, | will give you
more; but if you are thankless, verily, My punishment is indeed severe.") (8. And Musa said: "If
you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich (free of all needs),
Worthy of all praise.")

Allah states that Musa reminded his people about Allah's annals and

days and of Allah's favors and bounties that He bestowed on them,

when He saved them from Fir’ awn and his people and the torment
and disgrace they used to exert on them.

They used to slaughter whomever they could find among their sons and let their females live.
Allah delivered them from all thistorment, and thisis a great bounty, indeed. Thisis why Allah

described this affliction,
28 - 0 B¥E L2
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(and in it was a tremendous trial from your Lord.) " for He granted you (O Children of Israel) a
great favor for which you are unable to perfectly thank Him." Some scholars said that this part
of the Ayah means, ~what Fir" awn used to do to you was a tremendous

(trial.)' Both meanings might be considered here and Allah knows best. Allah said in another
Ayah ,
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(And We tried them with good and evil in order that they might turn (to Allah). ) )7:168( Allah's
statement next,



APk
( ) U ,J)
(And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed) means, proclaimed and made known His promise

to you. It is possible that this Ayah means, your Lord has vowed and sworn by His might, grace
and exaltness. Allah said in a similar Ayah,
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(And (remember) when your Lord declared that He would certainly keep on sending against
them (i.e. the Jews), till the Day of Resurrection.) )7:167( Allah said,
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(If you give thanks, | will give you more;) meaning, " if you appreciate My favor on you, | will

give you more of it,
(o &o /./S . ;X/ )

(but if you are thankless) if you are not thankful for My favors, covering and denying, them,
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(verily, My punishment is indeed severe), by depriving you of the favor and punishing you for
being unappreciative of it." A Hadith states that,
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(A servant might be deprived of a provision (that was written for him) because of a sin that he
commits. ) Allah said,
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(And Musa said: "If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich (free
of all needs), Worthy of all praise.”) Allah does not need the gratitude of His servants, and He
isworthy of all praise even if the disbelievers disbelieve in Him,
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(If you disbelieve, then verily, Allah is not in need of you) )39:7( and,
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(So they disbelieved and turned away. But Allah was not in need (of them). And Allah is Rich
(free of all needs), Worthy of all praise.) )64:6( In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr
said that the Messenger of Allah said that his Lord the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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(O My servants. If the first and the last among you, mankind and Jinns among you, had the
heart of the most pious and righteous man among you, that will not increase my kingdom in the
least. O My servants! If the first and the last among you, mankind and the Jinns among you, had
the heart of the most wicked man among you, that will not decrease My kingdom in the least.
O My servants! If the first and the last among you, the mankind and Jinns among you, stood in
one flat area and each asked me (what they wish), and | gave each one of them what they
asked, that will not decrease My kingdom except by that which the needle carries (of water)
when inserted in the ocean.") Verily, all praise and glory are due to Allah, the Rich )free of
need(, the Worthy of all praise.

e’y 75t orsh BSIE (el B RKSG )
A Y] aaley Y fadn e Gl 35455
o el A il el aehels



il U5 4 il )f Loy U 1) 15085 gl sd
(e aal) Ui e B ol

(9. Has not the news reached you, of those before you, the people of Nuh, * Ad, and Thamud
And those after them None knows them but Allah. To them came their Messengers with clear
proofs, but they put their hands in their mouths and said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that with
which you have been sent, and we are really in grave doubt asto that to which you invite us.")

Earlier Nations disbelieved in Their Prophets

Allah narrated to this Ummah (followers of Muhammad ) the stories of the people of Prophet
Nuh, “Ad and Thamud, and other ancient nations that belied their Messengers. Only Allah

knows the count of these nations,
w 2 u s 88 &8 o 8 p./ 1~
(IS FPVANGPVLAEY

(To them came their Messengers with clear proofs,) they brought them evidences and plain,
tremendous proofs and signs. Ibn Ishaq reported that *~ Amr bin Maymun said that * Abdullah said

about Allah's statement,
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(None knows them but Allah.) "The genealogists utter lies." This is why *Urwah bin Az-Zubayr
said, "We did not find anyone who knows the forefathers of Ma' dd bin * Adnan."

Meaning of, 'They put Their Hands in Their Mouths

Allah said next,
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(but they put their handsin their mouths) It is said that they pointed to the Messengers mouths
asking them to stop calling them to Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. It is also said that it
means, they placed their hands on their mouths in denial of the Messengers. It was also said
that it means that they did not answer the call of the Messengers, or they were biting their
hands in rage. Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka' b and Qatadah said that they belied the Messengers

and refuted their call with their mouths. | (Ibn Kathir) say that Mujahid's Tafsir is supported by
the completion of the narrative,
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(and said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent, and we are really in
grave doubt asto that to which you invite us."”) Al-" Awfi reported that Ibn * Abbas said, "When
they heard Allah's Word, they were amazed and placed their hands on their mouths,"
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(and said: "Verily, we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent.") They said, We do not
believe what you brought us, and have strong doubt in its authenticity. '
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(10. Their Messengers said: "(What!) Can there be a doubt about Allah, the Creator of the
heavens and the earth He calls you that He may forgive you of your sins and give you respite

for aterm appointed.” They said: "You are no more than human beings like us! You wish to turn
us away from what our fathers used to worship. Then bring us a clear authority.”) (11. Their



Messengers said to them: "We are no more than human beings like you, but Allah bestows His
grace to whom He wills of His servants. It is not ours to bring you an authority (proof) except
by the permission of Allah. And in Allah (alone) let the believers put their trust."”) (12. "And why
should we not put our trust in Allah while He indeed has guided us in our ways And we shall
certainly bear with patience all the hurt you may cause us, and in Allah (alone) let those who
trust, put their trust.")

The Argument between the Prophets and the Disbelievers

Allah narrates to us the arguments that ensued between the disbelievers and their Messengers.
When their nations doubted the Message of worshipping Allah alone without partners, the

Messengers said,
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((What!) Can there be a doubt about Allah...) about His Lordship and having the exclusive right
to be worshipped alone, being the only Creator of all creatures Verily, none besides Allah is
worthy of worship, alone without partners with Him. Most nations were, and still are, affirming
the existence of the Creator, but they call upon intermediaries besides Him whom they think
will benefit them or bring them closer to Allah. Their Messengers said to them,
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(He calls you that He may forgive you of your sins) in the Hereafter,
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(and give you respite for a term appointed.), in thisworldly life. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to Him in repentance, that He may grant you good
enjoyment, for a term appointed, and bestow His abounding grace to every owner of grace.)
)10:3( However, their nations went on arguing against their prophethood, after they had to
submit to the first evidence (that Allah Alone created everything).

Disbelievers reject Prophethood because the Messengers were
Humans!



Their nations said,
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(You are no more than human beings like us!) so why should we follow you just because you say
so, even though we did not witness a miracle by your hands,

(Date oy dallsy G 5iM3)

(Then bring us a clear authority.), a miracle of our choice.
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(Their Messengers said to them: "We are no more than human beings like you...") affirming that
truly, they were only human being like their nations,
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(but Allah bestows His grace to whom He wills of His servants.), with prophethood and
messengership which is His choice,
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(It isnot oursto bring you an authority) according to your choice,
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((except by the permission of Allah. ), after we beg Him and He provides us with a miracle,

(Csielsall St alll e )

(And in Allah (alone) let the believers put their trust.) in all their affairs. Their Messengers said
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(And why should we not put our trust in Allah), after He had guided us to the best, most clear

and plain way,
(Vs L e ¢ puaily)



(And we shall certainly bear with patience all the hurt you may cause us), such as foolish

actions and abusive statements,
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(and in Allah (alone) let those who trust, put their trust.)

Do pa AT Sl 10K Gl )

2

”W ?y]\ j(ﬁh.\lquﬁudjﬂ] j‘ hm‘)‘
c» DY) RGN, - Gl CREA
- ju\;jw&u\;uddhegm

e

M\JJ O’Q - \\'\c ‘)\.\.\ ds C—’\A} ‘ Foz0 ‘j

=z ol

J\S; ‘)[j‘\.c );_u/ J.\J;.a c—&OAHAmm /j ;J.GAW/
s Ly & (K e Wil aglyy da
(lade Solde 400 )s (s Cuvay

(13. And those who disbelieved, said to their Messengers: "Surely, we shall drive you out of our
land, or you shall return to our religion." S their Lord revealed to them: "Truly, We shall
destroy the wrongdoers.") (14. "And indeed, We shall make you dwell in the land after them.
This is for him who fears standing before Me and also fears My threat.") (15. And they sought
victory and help; and every obstinate, arrogant dictator (who refuses to believe in the Oneness
of Allah) was brought to a complete loss and destruction.) (16. In front of him is Hell, and he
will be made to drink boiling, festering water.) (17. He will sip it unwillingly, and he will find
great difficulty in swallowing it down his throat, and death will come to him from every side,
yet he will not die, and in front of him, will be a great torment.)

Disbelieving Nations threaten Their Messengers with Expulsion

Allah narrates to us how the disbelieving nations threatened their Messengers, that being,
expulsion from their land and banshiment. For instance, the people of Prophet Shu™ ayb, peace
be upon him, said to him and to those who believed in him,
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(We shall certainly drive you out from our town, O Shu" ayb, and those who have believed with
you.) )7:88( The people of Prophet Lut, peace be upon him, said,
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(Drive out the family of Lut from your city.) )27:56( Allah said about the idolators of Quraysh,
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(And verily, they were about to frighten you so much as to drive you out from the land. But in
that case they would not have stayed after you, except for a little while.))17:76( and,
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(And when the disbelievers plotted against you to imprison you, or to kill you, or to expel you
out; they were plotting and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the Best of those who plot. )
)8:30( Allah gave victory and aid to His Messenger after he emigrated from Makkah and
gathered followers, supporters, and soldiers around him, who fought in the cause of Allah, the
Exalted. Allah kept granting His Messenger more dominance until He opened for him Makkah,
which sought to expel him. Allah gave him dominance over it, even when his enemies from
Makkah and the rest of the people of the earth disliked it. Soon after, people began embracing
the religion of Allah in large crowds and in a very short time Allah's Word and religion became
high over all other religions, from the eastern and western parts of the world. Hence Allah's
statement,
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(So their Lord revealed to them: "Truly, We shall destroy the wrongdoers. And indeed, We shall
make you dwell in the land after them.") )14:13,14( Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the Messengers, that they verily,
would be made triumphant, and that Our hosts! They verily, would be the victors.) )37:171-
173(,
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(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is | and My Messengers who shall be the victorious. Verily, Allah is
All-Powerful, All-Mighty."))58:21(
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(And indeed We have written in Az-Zabur after Adh-Dhikr.) )21:05(
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(Musa said to his people: "Seek help in Allah and be patient. Verily, the earth is Allah's. He
gives it as a heritage to whom He wills of His servants: and the (blessed) end is for the those
who have Tagwa."))7:128( and,
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(And We made the people who were considered weak to inherit the eastern parts of the land
and the western parts thereof which We have blessed. And the fair Word of your Lord was
fulfilled for the Children of Israel, because of their endurance. And We destroyed completely
all the great works and buildings which Fir awn and his people erected.))7:137( Allah said next,
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(This is for him who fears standing before Me and also fears My threat. ) this warning is for he
who fears standing before Him on the Day of Resurrection and fears His warnings and torment.
Allah said in other instances,
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(Then for him who transgressed all bounds, and preferred the life of this world, verily, his
abode will be Hellfire. But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and restrained
himself from impure evil desires and lusts. Verily, Paradise will be his abode.))79:37-41( and,
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(But for him who fears the standing before his Lord, there will be two Gardens.))55:46( Allah
said next,
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(And they sought victory and help) refers to the Messengers who sought the help and victory of
their Lord over their nations, according to " Abdullah bin " Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah.
" Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that this Ayah refers to the nations, invoking Allah's
victory against themselves! Some idolators said,
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(O Allah ! If this (Qur'an) is indeed the truth (revealed) from You, then rain down stones on us
from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.) )8:32( It is possible that both meanings are
desired here, for the idolators (of Quraysh) invoked Allah against themselves on the day of
Badr, and the Messenger of Allah invoked Him for victory and support. Allah said to the
idolators then,
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((O disbelievers) if you ask for a judgment, now has the judgment come unto you; and if you
cease (to do wrong), it will be better for you.) )8:19( Allah knows best. Allah said next,
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(and every obstinate, arrogant dictator was brought to a complete loss and destruction.) those
who were arrogant and rebelled against the truth. Allah said in other Ayat,
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((Allah will say to the angels): "Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever -
hinderer of good, transgressor, doubter, who set up another deity with Allah. Then both of you
cast him in the severe torment.") )50:24-26( The Prophet said,
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(On the Day of Resurrection, Jahannam (Hellfire) will be brought and it will call the creatures,
saying, "l was given the responsibility of every rebellious tyrant.”) Therefore, every tyrant has
earned utter demise and loss when the Prophets invoked Allah, the Mighty, the Able for
victory. Allah said next,
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(In front of him is Hell,) Allah says that Jahannam isin front of every obstinate tyrant, awaiting
him, and he will reside in it forever on the Day of Return. He will be brought to it in the
morning and the afternoon until the Day of the Call,

(el (o (SBat)



(and he will be made to drink boiling, festering water.) in the Fire, his only drink will be from
Hamim and Ghassaq, the former is very hot and the latter is very cold and rotten. Allah said in
another instance,
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(This is so! Then let them taste it - Hamim and Ghassag. And other (torments) of similar kind

all together!))38:57-58( Mujahid and " Ikrimah said that this festering water is made of puss and
blood. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And be given to drink boiling water so that it cuts up their bowels. ) )47:15( and,
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(And if they ask for help, they will be granted water like boiling oil, that will scald their faces.)

)18:29( Allah's statement,
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(He will sip it unwillingly), indicates that he will hate to drink this water, but he will be forced
to sip it; he will refuse until the angel strikes him with an iron bar,
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(And for them are hooked rods of iron.))22:21( Allah said next,
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(and he will find great difficulty in swallowing it down his throat,) meaning, he will hate to
swallow it because of its awful taste, color and unbearable heat or coldness,
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(and death will come to him from every side,) his organs, limbs and entire body will suffer pain
because of this drink. ~ Amr bin Maymun bin Mahran commented, "Every bone, nerve and blood
vessel." Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn * Abbas commented on Allah's statement,
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(and death will come to him from every side,) "All types of torment that Allah will punish him
with on the Day of Resurrection in the fire of Jahannam will come to him carrying death, if he
were to die. However, he will not die because Allah the Exalted said,
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(Neither will it affect them that they die nor shall its torment be lightened for them))35:36(.
Therefore, according to Ibn ~ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him and his father, every type
of punishment will come to him (the obstinate, rebellious tyrant) carrying death with it, if he
will ever die there. Yet, he will not die, he will instead receive eternal punishment and
torment. Hence Allah's statement here,
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(and death will come to him from every side, yet he will not die,) Allah said,
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(and in front of him, will be a great torment.) even in this condition, he will still suffer another
severe type of torment, more severe and painful from the one before it, harsher more bitter.
Allah described the tree of Zagqum,
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(Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hellfire, the shoots of its fruits stalks are
like the heads of Shayatin; Truly, they will eat thereof and fill their bellies therewith. Then on
top of that they will be given boiling water to drink so that it becomes a mixture. Then
thereafter, verily, their return is to the flaming fire of Hell.))37:64-68( Allah states that they
will either be eating from the Zagqum, drinking the Hamim, or being tormented in the Fire,
again and again; we seek refuge with Allah from all of this. Allah also said,

o
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(This is the Hell which the criminals denied. They will go between it (Hell) and the fierce
boiling water!))55:43-44(,
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(Verily, the tree of Zagqum will be the food of the sinners. Like boiling oil, it will boil in the
bellies, like the boiling of scalding water. (It will be said) "Seize him and drag him into the
midst of blazing Fire, then pour over his head the torment of boiling water. Taste you (this)!
Verily, you were the mighty, the generous! Verily, this is that whereof you used to
doubt !"))44:43-50(,
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(And those on the Left Hand - how (unfortunate) will be those on the Left Hand In fierce hot
wind and boiling water, and shadow of black smoke, neither cool nor pleasant.))56:41-44(, and,
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(This is so! And for the Taghun will be an evil final return. Hell! Where they will burn, and
worst is that place to rest! Thisis so! Then let them taste it Hamim and Ghassaq. And other
(torments) of similar kind all together!))38:55-58( There are many other similar Ayat that
indicate that the punishment they will receive is of different kinds, and that it is repeated in
various types and forms that only Allah the Exalted knows, as just recompense,
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(And your Lord is not at all unjust to (His) slaves.) )41:46(
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(18. The parable of those who disbelieved in their Lord is that their works are as ashes, on
which the wind blows furiously on a stormy day; they shall not be able to get aught of what
they have earned. That isthe straying, far away (from the right path).)

A Parable for the Deeds of the Disbelievers

This is a parable that Allah has given for the deeds and actions of the disbelievers who
worshipped others besides Him and rejected His Messengers, thus building their acts on
groundless basis. Their actions vanished from them when they were most in need of their

rewards. Allah said,
(R 0 15058 s )

(The parable of those who disbelieved in their Lord is that their works) on the Day of
Judgment, when they will seek their rewards from Allah the Exalted. They used to think that
they had something, but they will find nothing, except what remains of ashes when a strong
wind blows on it,

7 - o - L 4
(on a stormy day;) They will not earn rewards for any of the good works they performed during

this life, except what they can preserve of ashes during a day of strong wind. Allah said in
other Ayat,
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(And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered
floating particles of dust.))25:23(,
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(The parable of what they spend in this world is that of a wind which is extremely cold; it
struck the harvest of a people who did wrong against themselves and destroyed it. Allah
wronged them not, but they wronged themselves.))3:117(,and,
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(O you who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadagah (charity) by reminders of your
generosity or by injury, like him who spends his wealth to be seen of men, and he does not
believe in Allah, nor in the Last Day. His parable is that of a smooth rock on which is a little
dust; on it falls heavy rain which leaves it bare. They are not able to do anything with what
they have earned. And Allah does not guide the disbelieving people.))2:264( Allah said in this

(2 ) IOz A clly)

(That is the straying, far away from the right path) meaning, their work and deeds were not
based on firm, correct grounds, and thus, they lost their rewards when they needed them the
most,
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(That isthe straying, far away from the right path.)
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(19. Do you not see that Allah has created the heavens and the earth with truth If He wills, He
can remove you and bring (in your place) a new creation!) (20. And for Allah that is not hard or
difficult.)

Proof that Resurrection occurs after Death

Allah affirms His ability to resurrect the bodies on the Day of Resurrection, stating that He has
created the heavens and earth which are stronger than the creation of man. Is not He Who is
able to create the heavens, high, wide and strongly built, which include in them the planets
and stars and the various heavenly objects and clear signs. Is not He Who created this earth
with all what it contains of land, valleys, mountains, deserts, green fields, barren lands, seas
and various shapes, benefits, species and colors of trees, plants and animals
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(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely, is able to do all things.))46:33(,
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(Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah (drop of sperm). Yet behold he
(stands forth) as an open opponent. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own
creation He says: "Who will give life to these bones after they are rotten and have become
dust" Say: "He will give life to them Who created them for the first time! And He is the All-
Knower of every creation!" He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when behold
you kindle therewith. Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, able to create the like
of them Yes, indeed! He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator. Verily, His command, when He
intends a thing, is only that He saysto it, "Be!" - and it is! So glorified is He and exalted above
all that they associate with Him, and in Whose Hands is the dominion of all things: and to Him
you shall be returned.))36:77-83( Allah's statement,
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(If He wills, He can remove you and bring (in your place) a new creation! And for Allah that is
not hard or difficult.) means, it is not hard or impossible for Allah to do that. Rather, it is easy
for Him, that if you defy His order, He takes you away and brings in your place another
creation who is unlike you. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(O mankind! It is you who stand in need of Allah. But Allah is Rich, Worthy of all praise. If He

willed, He could destroy you and bring about a new creation. And that is not hard for
Allah.))35:15-17(,
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(1255
(And if you turn away, He will exchange you for some other people and they will not be your
likes.) )47:38(
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(O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back from his religion, Allah will bring a
people whom He will love and they will love Him.))5:54( and,
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(If He wills, He can take you away, O people, and bring others. And Allah is Ever All-Potent
over that.))4:133(
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(21. And they all shall appear before Allah; then the weak will say to those who were arrogant:
"Verily, we were following you; can you avail us anything against Allah's torment” They will say:
"Had Allah guided us, we would have guided you. It makes no difference to us (now) whether
we rage, or bear (these torments) with patience; there is no place of refuge for us.")

Disbelieving Chiefs and Their Followers will dispute in the Fire

Allah said,
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(And they shall appear) meaning, all the creatures, the wicked and the righteous among them,
will appear before Allah the One, the Irresistible. They will be gathered on a flat plain that

does not have anything those present could use for cover,
R ya- @ o

(then the weak will say) the followers who used to obey their chiefs, leaders and notables will

(15 K5 ()

(to those who were arrogant) who rebelled against worshipping Allah alone without partners

and obeying the Messengers,
(G &1 & )

(Verily, we were following you,), we obeyed your orders and implemented them,

(1 o 410 i (30 o (585 1 U

(can you avail us anything against Allah's torment) They will ask, “can you prevent any of
Allah's torment from striking us as you used to promise and vow to us' The leaders will say in

(ASLEag] Alll Glaa oY)

" (Had Allah guided us, we would have guided you.) but the statement of our Lord shall come to
pass concerning us, and the destiny that He has appointed for us and you shall come true; the
word of punishment shall befall the disbelievers,
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(It makes no difference to us (now) whether we rage, or bear (these torments) with patience;
there is no place of refuge for us.) we have no means of escape from what we are in, whether
we face it with patience or grief.' | (Ibn Kathir) say that it appears that this conversation will
occur in the Fire after they enter it, just as Allah said in other Ayat,
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(And, when they will dispute in the Fire, the weak will say to those who were arrogant: "Verily,
we followed you, can you then take from us some portion of the Fire" Those who were arrogant

will say: "We are all (together) in this (Fire)! Verily, Alah has judged between (His)
servants!"))40:47-48(,
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((Allah) will say: "Enter you in the company of nations who passed away before you, of men and
Jinn, into the Fire." Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation (that went
before) until they will be gathered all together in the Fire. The last of them will say to the first
of them: "Our Lord! These misled us, so give them a double torment of the Fire." He will say:
"For each one there is double (torment), but you know not." The first of them will say to the
last of them: "You were not better than us, so taste the torment for what you used to
earn."))7:38-39(, and,
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(Qur Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the (right)
way. Qur Lord! Give them a double torment and curse them with a mighty curse!))33:67-68(
Disbelievers will also dispute on the Day of Gathering,
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(But if you could see when the wrongdoers will be made to stand before their Lord, how they
will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who were deemed weak will say to those
who were arrogant: "Had it not been for you, we certainly have been believers!" And those who
were arrogant will say to those who were deemed weak: "Did we keep you back from guidance
after it had come to you Nay, but you were wrongdoers." Those who were deemed weak will

say to those who were arrogant: "Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day: when you
ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to Him!" And We shall put iron collars round



the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they requited aught except what they used to
do))34:31-33(
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(22. And Shaytan will say when the matter has been decided: "Verily, Allah promised you a
promise of truth. And | too promised you, but | betrayed you. | had no authority over you
except that | called you, and you responded to me. So blame me not, but blame yourselves. |
cannot help you, nor can you help me. | deny your former act in associating me (Shaytan) as a
partner with Allah (by obeying me in the life of the world). Verily, there is a painful torment
for the wrongdoers.”) K(23. And those who believed and did righteous deeds, will be made to

enter Gardens under which rivers flow, - to dwell therein for ever (i.e. in Paradise), with the
permission of their Lord. Their greeting therein will be: "Salam (peace!).")

Shaytan disowns His Followers on the Day of Resurrection

Allah narrates to us what Iblis will say to his followers after Allah finishes with the judgement
between His servants, sending the believers to the gardens of Paradise and the disbelievers to
the lows (of the Fire). Iblis, may Allah curse him, will stand and address the latter, in order to
add depression to their depression, sorrow to their sorrow and grief to their grief. He will

(G 225y 28y alll ()



" (Verily, Allah promised you a promise of truth.) by the words of His Messengers that if you
follow them, you will gain safety and deliverance. Truly, Allah's promise was true and correct
news, while | promised you then betrayed you.' Allah said in another Ayah,
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(

(He (Shaytan) makes promises to them, and arouses in them false desires; and Shaytan's
promises are nothing but deceptions.) )4:120(
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(I had no authority over you) Shaytan will say, " | had no proof for what | called you to, nor

evidence for what | promised you,
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(except that | called you, and you responded to me.) even though the Messengers establish the
proof and unequivocal evidences against you and affirmed the truth of what they were sent to
you with. But you disobeyed the Messengers and ended up earning this fate,

(5255 35)
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(but blame yourselves.), because it is your fault for defying the proofs and following me in the

falsehood that | called you to." Shaytan will say next,
o N ° A 1T 1%

(I cannot help you), | cannot benefit, save, or deliver you from what you are suffering,
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(nor can you help me.), nor can you save me and deliver me from the torment and punishment

| am suffering,
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(So blame me not,) today,



(I deny your former act of associating me (Shaytan) as a partner with Allah.) or because you
associated me with Allah before," according to Qatadah. Ibn Jarir commented; "I deny being a
partner with Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored." This opinion is the most plausible, for Allah
said in other Ayat,
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(And who is more astray than one who calls on others besides Allah, such as will not answer him
till the Day of Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls to them And when
mankind are gathered, they will become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.))46:5-
6( and,
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(Nay, but they (the so-called gods) will deny their worship of them, and become opponents to

them.))19:82( Allah said next,
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(Verily, the wrongdoers), who deviate from truth and follow falsehood, will earn a painful
torment. It appears that this part of the Ayah narrates the speech that Shaytan will deliver to
the people of the Fire after they enter it, as we stated. ~ Amir Ash-Sha’ bi said, "On the Day of
Resurrection, two speakers will address the people. Allah the Exalted will say to " Isa, son of
Maryam,
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(Did you say unto men: "Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah") )5:116( until,
(reda Cialall 260 2y 13a AT )

(Allah will say: "This is a Day on which the truthful will profit from their truth."))5:119(
Shaytan, may Allah curse him, will stand and address the people,
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(I had no authority over you except that | called you, and you responded to me.) Allah next
mentioned the final destination of the miserable ones, who earned the disgrace and torment
and having to listen to Shaytan address them, then He mentioned the final destination of the
happy ones,
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(And those who believed and did righteous deeds, will be made to enter Gardens under which
rivers flow,) wherever they wish them to flow and wherever they may be,

("1 - S /. ! /. )
(to dwell therein for ever,) and will never transfer or be transferred from it,
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(with the permission of their Lord. Their greeting therein will be: "Salam (peace!). ") Allah said
in other Ayat,
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(Till, when they reach it, and its gates will be opened and its keepers will say: "Salamun
* Alaykum (peace be upon you!)") )39:73(
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(And angels shall enter unto them from every gate (saying): "Salamun * Alaykum (peace be upon

you!).") )13:23-24(
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(Therein they shall be met with greetings and the word of peace and respect.) )25:75(
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(Their way of request therein will be Subhanaka Allahumma (glory to you, O Allah) and Salam
(peace!) will be their greetings therein (Paradise)! And the close of their request will be: Al-
Hamdu Lillahi Rabbil-'Alamin )all praise to Allah the Lord of that exists(.))10:10(
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(24. See you not how Allah sets forth a parable A goodly word as a goodly tree, whose root is
firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky.) (25. Giving its fruit at all times, by the leave
of its Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for mankind in order that they may remember.) (26.
And the parable of an evil word is that of an evil tree uprooted from the surface of earth,
having no stability.)

The Parable of the Word of Islam and the Word of Kufr

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that *~ Abdullah bin * Abbas commented that Allah's statement,
(A S 3K
(a parable: a goodly word), refers to testifying to La ilaha illallah, (none has the right to be

worshipped but Allah) while,
(.. /w .. )

(as a goodly tree), refersto the believer, and that,
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(whose root is firmly fixed), indicates that La ilaha illallah, (none has the right to be

worshipped but Allah) isfirm in the believers heart,
i~ @ . -~ & o =~
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(and its branches (reach) to the sky.) with which the believer's works are ascended to heaven.
Smilar is said by Ad-Dahhak, Sa'id bin Jubayr, " lkrimah, Mujahid and several others. They
stated that this parable describes the believer's deeds, good statements and good actions. The
believer isjust like the beneficial date tree, always having good actions ascending at all times,
by day and by night. Al-Bukhari recorded that " Abdullah bin ~ Umar said, "We were with the
Messenger of Allah when he asked,
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(Tell me about a tree that resembles the Muslim, the leaves of which do not fall in summer or
winter and gives its fruit at all times by the leave of its Lord.)" Ibn ~ Umar said, "l thought of
the date palm tree, but felt shy to answer when | saw that Abu Bakr and * Umar did not talk.

When they did not give an answer, the Messenger of Allah said,
** ¥o, Q ‘ -
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(It isthe date palm tree.) When we departed, | said to ~ Umar, ~ My father, by Allah! | thought
that it was the date tree.' He said, * Why did you not speak then' | said, " | saw you were silent
and | felt shy to say anything.' " Umar said, * Had you said it, it would have been more precious
to me than such things (i.e., would have been very preciousto me).™ * Abdullah bin * Abbas said

that,
(.. /w . )
(asa goodly tree), isatree in Paradise. Allah said next,
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(Giving its fruit at all times,) It is said that it means by day and by night. And they say that
describes the believer as a tree that always has fruits during summer and winter, by night and
by day. Thisis the parable of the believer whose good works ascend to heaven by day and by
night and at all times,
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(by the leave of its Lord, ) thus earning perfection and becoming beneficial, plentiful, pure and
blessed,

(s 8T agdal (WGl LY AT i)

(and Allah sets forth parables for mankind in order that they may remember.) Allah said next,

(And the parable of an evil word is that of an evil tree) describing the disbelief of the
disbeliever, for it has no basis or stability. It is similar to the colocynth tree (a very bitter,
unscented plant) which is also called, ~ Ash-Shiryan'. Shu” bah narrated that Mu™ awiyah bin Abi
Qurrah narrated that Anas bin Malik said that it isthe colocynth tree. Allah said,
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(uprooted), meaning, was cutoff from the root,
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(from the surface of earth, having no stability.) therefore, existing without basis or stabililty,

just like Kufr (disbelief), for it does not have a basis or roots. Surely, the works of the
disbelievers will never ascend nor will any of them be accepted.
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(27. Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world, and in
the Hereafter. And Allah will cause the wrongdoers to go astray, and Allah does what He wills.)

Allah keeps the Believers Firm in This Life and in the Hereafter
with a Word that stands Firm

Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara bin " Azib, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(When the Muslim is questioned in the grave, he will testify that, " La ilaha illallah’, and that
Muhammad is Allah's Messenger, hence Allah's statement, (Allah will keep firm those who
believe, with word that stands firm in this world, and in the Hereafter.) Muslim and the rest of
the Group recorded it. Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Bara bin " Azib said, "We went with the
Messenger of Allah to attend a funeral procession of an Ansari man. We reached the grave site
when it had not yet been completed. The Messenger of Allah sat, and we sat all around him, as
if there were birds hovering above our heads. The Prophet was holding a piece of wood in his
hand, poking the ground with it. He next raised his head and said twice or thrice,
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(Seek refuge with Allah from the punishment of the grave.) He said next,
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(When a believing slave is reaching the end of his term in the life of this world and the
beginning of histerm in the Hereafter, a group of angels, whose faces are white and as radiant
as the sun, will descend onto him from heaven. They will carry with them white shroud from
Paradise, and fragrance for enshrouding from Paradise. They will sit as far from him as the
sight goes. Then, the angel of death, will come until he sits right next to his head, saying, "O,
good and pure soul! Depart (your body) to Allah's forgiveness and pleasure.” S the soul flows
(out of its body), just as the drop flows out from the tip of the jug, and the angel of death
capturesit. When he captures the soul, they (the group of angels) will not leave it with him for
more than an instance, and they will seize it and wrap it in that shroud, and in that fragrance.
A most pleasant musk scent ever found on the earth, will flow out of the soul, and the angels
will ascend it (to heaven). They will not pass by, but they will say, "Whose is this Tayyib (good)
soul" They (the angels who are ascending the soul) will reply, "Such person, the son of such and
such person," -- calling him by the best names that he used to be called in the world. They will
reach the lower heaven and will ask that its door be opened for him, and it will be opened for
them. The best residents of every heaven will then see him to the next heaven, until he is
brought to the seventh heaven. Allah, the Exalted and Ever High, will say, "List my servants
record in " llliyyin and send him back to earth, for | have created them from it, and into it |
shall return them, and from it | shall bring them out once again." The soul will be joined with
its body, and two angels will come to him, sit him up and ask him, "Who is your Lord" He will
say, "Allah is my Lord." They will ask him, "What is your religion" He will say, "My religion is
Islam."” They will say to him, "What do you say about this man (Prophet Muhammad) who was
sent to you" He will say, "He is the Messenger of Allah." They will ask him, "And what proof do




you have about it" He will say, "l read the Book of Allah (the Qur'an), and had faith and belief in
him." Then, a caller (Allah) will herald from heaven, "My servant has said the truth. Therefore,
furnish him from Paradise, and let him wear from (the clothes of) Paradise, and open a door for
him to Paradise.”" So he is given from Paradise's tranquillity and good scent, and his grave will
be expanded for him as far as his sight can reach. Then, a man, with a handsome face and
handsome clothes and whose scent is pleasant, will come to him, saying, "Receive the glad
tidings with that which pleases you. This is the Day which you were promised." He will ask him,
"Who are you; for yours is the face that carries the good news" He will reply, "I am your good
works." He will say, "O Lord! Hurry up with the commencement of the Hour, hurry up with the
commencement of the Hour, so | can return to my family and my wealth.")
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(And when the disbelieving person is reaching the end of his term in the world and the
beginning of his term in the Hereafter, there will descend onto him from heaven angels with
dark faces. They will bring with them Musuh, and will sit as far from him as the sight reaches.
Then the angel of death will come forward and sit right next to his head, saying, "O impure,
evil soul! Depart (your body) to the anger of Allah and a wrath from Him." The soul will scatter
throughout his body, and the angel of death will seize it as when the thorny branch is removed
from wet wool. The angel of death will seize the soul, and when he does, they (the group of
angels) will not let it stay in his hand for more than an instance, and they will wrap it in the
Musuh. The most putrid smell a dead corpse can ever have on earth will emit from the soul,
and the angels will ascend with it. Whenever they pass by a group of angels, they will ask,
"Whose is this evil soul" The angels will respond, "He is such person son of such person,” --
calling him by the worst names he was known by in the world. When they reach the lowest
heaven, they will request that its door be opened for him, and their request will be denied.
"For them the gates of heaven will not be opened, and they will not enter Paradise until the
camel goes through the eye of the needle." )7:40( Allah will declare, "List hisrecord in Sjjin in
the lowest earth." The wicked soul will then be thrown )from heaven(. "And whoever assigns
partnersto Allah, it is asif he had fallen from the sky, and the birds had snatched him, or the
wind had thrown him to a far off place.")22:31( His soul will be returned to his body, and two
angels will come to him, sit him up and ask him, "Who is your Lord" He will say, "Oh, oh! | do
not know." They will ask him, "What is your religion", and he will say, "Oh, oh! | do not know."
They will ask him, "What do you say about this man (Prophet Muhammad) who was sent to you"
He will say, "Oh, oh, | do not know!" A caller (Allah) will herald from heaven, "My servant has
lied, so furnish him with the Fire and open a door for him to the Fire." He will find its heat and
fierce hot wind. And his grave will be reduced in size, until his bones crush each other. Then, a
man with a dreadful face, wearing dreadful clothes and with a disgusting smell emitting from
him will come to him, saying, "Receive the glad tidings with that which will displease you! This
is the Day that you have been promised." He will ask that man, "And who are you, for yours is
the face that brings about evil" He will say, "I am your evil work." He will therefore cry, "O, my
Lord! Do not commence the Hour!") Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah collected this Hadith. In his
Musnad, Imam " Abd bin Humayd recorded that Anas bin Malik said that the Messenger of Allah
said,
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(Verily, when the servant is placed in his grave and his friends (or family) depart, as he hears
the sound of their shoes, two angels will come to him. They will sit him up and ask him, ~ What
do you say about this man (Muhammad)' As for the believer, he will say, " | bear witness that He
is Allah's servant and Messenger.' He will be told, ~Look at your seat in the Fire, Allah has
replaced it for you with a seat in Paradise.) The Prophet said next,
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(So he will see both seats. ) Qatadah added, "We were told that his grave will be enlarged up to
seventy forearms length and will be filled with greenery for him until the Day of Judgement."
Muslim collected this Hadith also from "~ Abd bin Humayd, while An-Nasa'i collected it from
Yunus bin Muhammad bin Al-Mu'addah. Al-Hafiz Abu " Isa At-Tirmidhi, may Allah grant him
mercy, recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(When the dead - or one of you - is buried, two dark and blue angels will come to him; one is
called " Munkir' and the other is called ~ Nakir'. They will ask him, ~ What did you say about this
man (Muhammad)' He will reply, "What he used to say, that he is Allah's servant and
Messenger. | bear witness that there is no true deity except Allah and that Muhammad is His
servant and Messenger.' They will say, * We know that you used to say that," and his grave will
be made larger for him to seventy forearms length by seventy forearms length and will be filled
with light for him. He will be told, ~ Seep,’ but he will reply, ~ Let me go back to my family in
order that | tell them.' They will say, ~ Seep, just like the bridegroom who is awakened by the
dearest of his family, until Allah resurrects him from that sleep.' If he was a hypocrite, his
answer will be, " | do not know! | heard people say something, so | used to repeat what they
were saying.' They will say, “~We know that you used to say that.'" The earth will be
commanded, ~ Come closer all around him," and it will come closer to him until his ribs cross
each other. He will remain in this torment, until Allah resurrects him from his sleep.) At-
Tirmidhi said, "This Hadith is Hasan, Gharib." Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of
Allah said,

. w R 3 8- (- - . 2 s, Yns
Sl AL T Al Al )
- £ .- ol . - -
(BaY) s Laall 3 sl
(Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world, and in the
Hereafter.)
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(When he will be asked in the grave, ~Who is your Lord What is your religion Who is your
Prophet' He will reply, "~ Allah is my Lord, Islam is my religion and Muhammad is my Prophet
who brought the clear proofs from Allah. | believed in him and had faith in him.' He will be
told, " You have said the truth; you have lived on this, died on it and will be resurrected on it.")
Ibn Jarir At-Tabari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet said,
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(By He Who owns my life! The dead person hears the sound of your slippers (or shoes) when you
depart and leave him. If he is a believer, the prayer will stand by his head, Zakah to his right
and the fast by his left; the righteous deeds, such as charity, keeping relations with kith and
kin and acts of kindness to people will stand by his feet. He will be approached from his head,
and the prayer will declare, “No entrance from my side.' He will be approached from his right,
and Zakah will declare, " There is no entrance from my side.' He will be approached from his
left, and the fast will declare, " There is no entrance from my side.' He will be approached from
his feet, and the acts of righteousness will declare, " There is no entrance from our side.' He
will be commanded to sit up, and he will sit up while the sun appearsto him just like when it is
about to set. He will be told, " Tell us about what we are going to ask you.' He will say, " Leave
me until | pray.' He will be told, " You will pray, but first tell us what we want to know.' He will
ask, ~What are your questions' He will be told, * This man who was sent among you, what do
you say about him and what is your testimony about him' He will ask, - Muhammad' He will be
answered in the positive and he will reply, " | bear witness that he isthe Messenger of Allah and
that he has brought us the proofs from our Lord. We believed in him.' He will be told, " Thisis
the way you lived and died and Allah willing, you will be resurrected on it.' His grave will be
made wider for him seventy forearms length, and it will be filled with light. A door will also be
opened for him to Paradise. He will be told, ~ Look at what Allah has prepared for you in it." He
will increase in joy and delight and then his soul will be placed with the pure souls, inside

green birds eating from the trees of Paradise. The body will be returned to its origin, dust. So
Allah said, o
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(Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world, and in the

Hereafter.)) Ibn Hibban collected this Hadith, and his narration added the disbeliever's answer
and historment. * Abdur-Razzaq recor- ded that Tawus said,
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(Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world,) is in

reference to Lailahailallah, while,
- 8 o~
(a1 A)

(and in the Hereafter) isin reference to the questioning in the grave. Qatadah commented, "As
for thislife, Allah will make them firm on the way of righteous- ness and good deeds,
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(28. Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief (by denying
Prophet Muhammad and his Message of Islam), and caused their people to dwell in the house of
destruction) (29. Hell, in which they will burn, - and what an evil place to settle in!) (30. And
they set up rivals to Allah, to mislead (men) from His path! Say: "Enjoy (your brief life)! But
certainly, your destination isthe (Hell) Fire!")

The Recompense of Those Who have changed the Blessings of Allah
into Disbelief



Al-Bukhari said, "Allah's statement,

(188 Al Cas 1605 0ad) ) 5 )

Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of AllaOh into disbelief..., means, do

you have knowledge in. AllaOh said in other Aya0t,

(15558 ol I 5 o)

(Did you not think of those who went forth.)

(Saw you not how.) and,

(s L)

(Alost people) )25:18( Ali bin * Abdullah narrated that Sufyan said that ~ Amr said that * Ata said
that he heard Ibn * Abbas saying that,

158 all) s 1A ) ) AT
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"(Have you not seen those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief), is in

reference to the people of Makkah." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu At-Tufayl said that lon Al-
Kawwa' asked " Ali about Allah's statement,
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(those who have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief, and caused their people to dwell
in the house of destruction) and " Ali said that it refers to the disbelievers of Quraysh on the
day of Badr. He also said that the blessing of Allah was faith that came to the polytheists of
Quraysh, and they changed this blessing into disbelief and led their people to utter destruction.
This includes all disbelievers, for Allah sent Muhammad as a mercy and a blessing to all
mankind. Those who accepted this blessing and were thankful for it, will enter Paradise, while
those who denied it and disbelieved in it, will enter the Fire. Allah said next,

(adacs e T slal 1313 4211 o)



(And they set up rivals to Allah, to mislead from His path!) meaning, they set up partners to
Allah whom they worship besides Him and called the people to worship them. Allah threatened
them and warned them by the words of His Prophet ,

(S ) 38 e 148 15855 0

(Say: "Enjoy (your brief life)! But certainly, your destination is the (Hell) Fire!") * Whatever you
are able to do in thislife, then do it, for no matter what will happen,

(LA ) 28 (1)

(But certainly, your destination is the (Hell) Fire!) for to Us will be your destination and end.'
Allah said in other Ayat,

(e e ) sl 28 Sl )

(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall force them to (enter) a great
torment.))31:24( and,
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((A brief) enjoyment in this world! And then unto Us will be their return, then We shall make
them taste the severest torment because they used to disbelieve.))10:70(
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(81. Say to My servants who have believed, that they should perform the Salah, and spend (in

charity) out of the sustenance We have given them, secretly and openly, before the coming of
a Day on which there will be neither mutual bargaining nor befriending.)

The Command for Prayer and Charity

Allah orders His servants to obey Him, fulfill His rights and be kind to His creatures. He
ordained the prayer, which affirms the worship of Allah alone, without partners, and to spend
from the provisions that He has granted them, by paying the due Zakah, spending on relatives
and being kind to all others. Establishing the prayer requires performing it on time, perfectly,



preserving its act of bowing having humility during it, and preserving its prostrations. Allah has
ordained spending from what He granted, in secret and public, so that the people save
themselves,

(aﬁ o -~ - . T So & ¥ )
(before the coming of a Day), the Day of Resurrection,

(usx, y/ « 28 0~ (g)
(on which there will be neither mutual bargaining nor befriending.) on which no ransom will be
accepted from anyone, if he seeks to buy himself. Allah said in another Ayah,

(1538 o) (a5 2008 200 2275 Y 275300)

(So this Day no ransom shall be taken from you, nor of those who disbelieved.) )57:15( Allah

(s Yo)

(nor befriending.) Ibn Jarir commented, "Allah says that on that Day, there will be no
friendship between friends that might save those deserving punishment from it. Rather, on that
Day, there will be fairness and justice." Qatadah said, "Allah knows that in this life, there is
mutual bargaining and there are friendships which people benefit from. A man chooses his
friends and the reasons behind befriending them; if it was for Allah's sake, their friendship
should be maintained, but if it was for other than Allah, their friendship is bound to be cutoff.”
| say that the meaning of this, isthat Allah the Exalted is declaring that on that Day, no mutual
bargaining or ransom will avail anyone, even if he ransoms himself with the earth's fill of gold if
he could find that amount! No friendship or intercession shall avail one if he meets Allah while
a disbeliever. Allah the Exalted said,
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(And fear the Day when no person shall avail another, nor shall compensation be accepted from
him, nor shall intercession be of use to him, nor shall they be helped.))2:123( and,
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(O you believe! Send of that with which We have provided for you, before a Day comes when
there will be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And it is the disbelievers who are
the wrongdoers.))2:254(
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(32. Allah is He Who has created the heavens and the earth and sends down water (rain) from
the sky, and thereby brought forth fruits as provision for you; and He has made the ships to be
of service to you, that they may sail through the sea by His command; and He has made rivers
(also) to be of service to you.) (33. And He has made the sun and the moon, both constantly
pursuing their courses, to be of service to you; and He has made the night and the day to be of
service to you.) (34. And He gave you of all that you asked for, and if you )try to( count the
blessings of Allah, never will you be able to count them. Verily, man is indeed an extreme
wrongdoer, ungrateful.)

Describing Some of Allah's Tremendous Favors

Allah mentions some of the favors He has done for His creatures, such as creating the heavens
as a protective ceiling and the earth as a bed. He also sends down rain from the sky and, in its
aftermath brings forth a variety of vegetation, fruits and plants of different colors, shapes,
tastes, scents and uses. Allah also made the ships sail on the surface of the water by His
command and He made the sea able to carry these ships in order that travelers can transfer
from one area to another to transport goods. Allah also created the riversthat flow through the



earth from one area to another as provision for the servants which they use to drink and
irrigate, and for other benefits,
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(And He has made the sun and the moon, both constantly pursuing their courses), rotating by
night and by day,
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(It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the night outstrip the day. They all float,
each in an orbit.))36:40( and,
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(He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the
moon, the stars subjected to His command. His is the creation and commandment. Blessed is
Allah, the Lord of all that exists!) )7:54( The sun and the moon rotate in succession, and the

night and the day are opposites, each taking from the length of the other or giving up some of
its length,

(S (8 DLl gy el (3 ) ol )
((Allah ) merges the night into day, and merges the day into night.) )35:13( and,
JaY o dﬁ il Gl 5 a)

(And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each running (on a fixed course) for an appointed
term. Verily, He isthe Aimighty, the Oft-Forgiving.) )39:5( Allah said next,

(5 sillus e 8 o SRLET)



(And He gave you of all that you asked for), He has prepared for you all that you need in all
conditions, and what you ask Him to provide for you,

(\A}.&A&.\ym‘ﬂ/o. }J.’_\u‘j)

(and if you )try to( count the blessings of Allah, never will you be able to count them.) Allah
states that the servants are never able to count His blessings, let alone thank Him duly for
them. In Sahih Al-Bukhari it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah used to supplicate;
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(O Allah ! All praise is due to You, without being able to sufficiently thank You, nor ever wish
to be cutoff from You, nor ever feeling rich from relying on You; our Lord!) It was reported that
Prophet Dawud, peace be upon him, used to say in his supplication, "O Lord! How can | ever
duly thank You, when my thanking You is also a favor from You to me" Allah the Exalted
answered him, "Now, you have thanked Me sufficiently, O Dawud," meaning, ~when you
admitted that you will never be able to duly thank Me."
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(85. And (remember) when Ibrahim said: "O my Lord! Make this city (Makkah) one of peace and
security, and keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols.) (36. "O my Lord! They have

indeed led astray many among mankind. But whoso follows me, he verily, is of me. And whoso
disobeys me, still You are indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.)

‘o

Ibrahim's Supplication to Allah when He brought Isma’ il to Makkah

Allah mentions here, while bringing forth more evidences against Arab polytheists, that the
Sacred House in Makkah was established on the worship of Allah alone, without partners. He
also states that lbrahim, who establsihed the city, has disowned those who worship others
besides Allah, and that he begged Allah to make Makkah peaceful and secure,

(Gl 2L 138 Jal &)



(O my Lord! Make this city (Makkah) of peace and security,) and Allah accepted his
supplication. Allah said in other Ayat,
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(Have they not seen that We have made (Makkah) a secure sanctuary.) )29:67( and,
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(Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind was that at Bakkah (Makkah), full of

blessing, and a guidance for Al-'Alamin. In it are manifest signs, the Magam of Ibrahim;
whosoever entersit, he attains security.))3:96( Allah said here that lbrahim supplicated,

(Gl AL 138 Uan) )

(O my Lord! Make this city (Makkah) a of peace and security, ) saying, "this city", after he
established it, and thisis why he said afterwards,

o) €U I 3 Ty (o3 all )
(Bl

(All praise is due to Allah, Who has given me in old age Isma’il and Ishag.) )14:39( It is well-

known that Isma’il was thirteen years older than Ishag. When Ibrahim took Isma’il and his
mother to Makkah, while Isma” il was still young enough to nurse, he supplicated to Allah,

(Gl 130 138 Uan) )

(O my Lord! Make this city (Makkah) a place of peace and security.) )2:126( as we in explained
in Surat Al-Bagarah. Ibrahim then said,
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(and keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols.) It is proper for whoever supplicates to
Allah to also ask for the benefit of his parents and offspring, as well as himself. lbrahim next
mentioned that many among mankind were led astray because of idols, and he disowned those

who worship them and referred their matter to Allah; if Allah wills, He will punish them, and if
He wills, He will forgive them. " Isa, peace be upon him, said similar words,



EMER VARt S PR C WV e@_siu u)

PR ATER

(If You punish them, they are Your servants, and if You forgive them, verily, You, only You are
the Aimighty, the All-Wise.))5:118( This supplication refers this and all matters to Allah, not
that it is actually going to happen. " Abdullah bin *~ Amr narrated that the Messenger of Allah
recited Ibrahim's supplication,

(1 (5 V5 lal 85 2)

(Omy Lord! They have indeed led astray many among mankind.), and the supplication of " Isa

(4 343 5t o)

(If You punish them, they are Your servants.) )5:118( then raised his hands and said,
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(O Allah, Save my Ummah! O, Allah, Save my Ummah! O, Allah, Save my Ummah!) and cried.
Allah said to the angel Jibril, "O Jibril, go to Muhammad, and Your Lord has more knowledge,
and ask him what makes him cry." Jibril came to the Prophet and asked him, and he repeated
to him what he said (in his supplication). Allah said, "Go to Muhammad and tell him this; * We
will make you pleased with your Ummah, O Muhammad, and will not treat them in a way you
dislike.™
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(37. "O our Lord! | have made some of my offspring dwell in an uncultivable valley by Your

Sacred House in order, O our Lord, that they may perform Salah. So fill some hearts among

men with love towards them, and (O Allah) provide them with fruits so that they may give

thanks.) This Ayah indicates that this was different supplication than the first one that Ibrahim

said when he left Hajar and her son Isma’ il in Makkah, before the Sacred House was built. This

prayer, it appears, was said after the House was built, begging Allah and seeking His favor, and
He isthe Exalted and Most Honored. Ibrahim said here,
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(O our Lord, that they may perform Slah.) Ibn Jarir At-Tabari commented that this, "Refersto

his earlier statement,
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(the Sacred...)," meaning, " You have made this House Sacred so that people establish the
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(So fill some hearts among men with love towards them,) Ibn " Abbas, Mujahid and S'id bin
Jubayr said, "Had Ibrahim said, " The hearts of mankind', Persians, Romans, the Jews, the
Christians and all other people would have gathered around it." However, lbrahim said,
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(among men), thus making it exclusive to Muslims only. He said next,
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(and (O Allah) provide them with fruits) in order that they may be helped in obeying You, and
because this is a barren valley; bring to them fruits that they might eat. Allah accepted
Ibrahim's supplication,
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(Have We not established for them a secure sanctuary (Makkah), to which are brought fruits of
all kinds, a provision from Qurselves.) )28:57( This only indicates Allah's compassion, kindness,
mercy and blessing, in that there are no fruit producing trees in the Sacred City, Makkah, yet
all kinds of fruits are being brought to it from all around; this is how Allah accepted the
supplication of the Khalil - Allah's intimate friend, Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him.

(by Your Sacred House...) then he,



