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(88. "O our Lord! Certainly, You know what we conceal and what we reveal. Nothing on the
earth or in the heaven is hidden from Allah.") (39. "All praise is due to Allah, Who has given me
in old age Isma'il and Ishaq. Verily, my Lord isindeed the All-Hearer of invocations.") (40. "O my
Lord! Make me one who performs Salah, and (also) from my offspring, our Lord! And accept my
invocation.") (41. "Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and (all) the believers on the Day
when the reckoning will be established.”) Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said, "Allah said that Ibrahim, His
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(O our Lord! Certainly, You know what we conceal and what we reveal.) meaning, ~ You know
the intention behind my supplication for the people of this town, seeking Your pleasure in
sincerity to You. You know all things, apparent and hidden, and nothing escapes Your
knowledge on the earth or in heaven.™ He next praised and thanked his Lord the Exalted and
Most Honored for granting him offspring after he became old,
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(All praise is due to Allah, Who has given me in old age Isma'il (Ishmael) and Ishaqg (lsaac).

Verily, my Lord is indeed the All-Hearer of invocations.) ~ He accepts the supplication of those
who invoke Him, and has accepted my invocation when | asked Him to grant me offspring. '

(O my Lord! Make me one who performs Salah,), preserving its obligations and limits,
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(and (also) from my offspring,), make them among those who establish the prayer, as well,
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(our Lord! And accept my invocation.), all of my invocation which | invoked You with herein,
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(Qur Lord! Forgive me and my parents,) lbrahim said this before he declared himself innocent

from his father, after he became sure that he was an enemy of Allah,
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(on the Day when the reckoning will be established.) on the Day when You will reckon Your
servants and recompense or reward them for their deeds - good for good and evil for evil.
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(42. Consider not that Allah is unaware of that which the wrongdoers do, but He gives them
respite up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror.) (43. (They will be) hastening forward
with necks outstretched, their heads raised up (towards the sky), their gaze returning not
towards them and their hearts empty.)

(and the believers), all of them,

Allah gives Respite to the Disbelievers and is hever unaware of
what They do

Allah says, * O Muhammad, do not think that Allah is unaware of what the unjust disbelievers
do. Do not think because Allah gave them respite and delayed their punishment that He is



unaware or ignoring punishing them for what they do. Rather, Allah keeps full account of this
for them and keeps it on record against them,
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(but He gives them respite up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror.) from the horror of
the Day of Resurrection.' Allah next mentions how they will all be raised up from their graves

and hurriedly gathered for the Day of Gathering,
(/. ° } )
(hastening forward), in a hurry. Allah said in other Ayat,
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& o
(Hastening towards the caller.) )54:8(
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(On that Day mankind will follow strictly Allah's caller, no crookedness will they show him.)

)20:108( until,
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(And (all) faces shall be humbled before the Ever Living, the Sustainer.) )20:111( Allah said:
another Ayah,
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(The Day when they will come out of the graves quickly.) )70:43( Allah said next,
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(with necks outstretched) meaning, raising their heads up, according to lbn * Abbas, Mujahid

and several others. Allah said next,
(o 2 Ro ] X\ & :.o )

(their gaze returning not towards them) meaning, their eyes are staring in confusion, trying not
to blink because of the horror and tremendous insights they are experiencing, and fear of what
is going to strike them, we seek refuge with Allah from this end. Thisis why Allah said,
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(and their hearts empty.) meaning, their hearts are empty due to extreme fear and fright.
Qatadah and several others said that the places of their hearts are empty then, because the
hearts will ascend to the throats due to extreme fear. Allah said next to His Messenger ,
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(44. And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come unto them; then the
wrongdoers will say: "Our Lord! Respite us for a little while, we will answer Your call and follow
the Messengers!" (It will be said:) "Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not leave (the
world for the Hereafter).”) (45. "And you dwelt in the dwellings of men who wronged
themselves, and it was clear to you how We dealt with them. And We put forth (many) parables
for you.") (46. Indeed, they planned their plot, and their plot was with Allah, though their plot
was not such asto remove the mountains from their places.)

There will be no Respite after the Coming of the Torment

Allah mentions what those who committed injustice against themselves will say when they
witness the torment,
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(Qur Lord! Respite us for a little while, we will answer Your call and follow the Messengers!)
Allah said in other Ayat,
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(Until, when death comesto one of them, he says: "My Lord! Send me back."))23:99( and,
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(O you who believe! Let not your properties divert you.) )63:9-10( Allah described the condition
of the wrongdoers on the Day of Gathering, when He sald
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(And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their heads.) )32:12(,
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(If you could but see when they will be held over the Fire! They will say: "Would that we were
but sent back (to the world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of Qur Lord. .."!) )6:27( and,
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(Therein they will cry.) )35:27( Allah refuted their statement here,
BT ARSIV A RACA )
(Had you not sworn aforetime that you would not leave.) Allah says, ~Had you not vowed

before, that your previous state will not change, that there will be no Resurrection or
Reckoning Therefore, taste this torment because of what you vowed before." Mujahid

(U5 e K1)

(that you would not leave.) refersto leaving this worldly life to the Hereafter. Allah also said,
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(And they swear by Allah with their strongest oaths, that Allah will not raise up him who dies.)
)16:38( Allah said next,
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(And you dwelt in the dwellings of men who wronged themselves, and it was clear to you how

We had dealt with them. And We put forth (many) parables for you.) Allah says, “you have

witnessed or heard of the news of what happened to the earlier disbelieving nations, but you
did not draw a lesson from their end, nor did what We punished them with provide an example

(JJ.\M 'q‘i\.ASA.dAé\.AS;)

(Perfect wisdom but the warners benefit then not.))54:5( Shu’ bah narrated that Abu Ishaq said
that * Abdur-Rahman bin Dabil said that " Ali bin Abi Talib commented on Allah's statement,
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(though their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places.) "He who
disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord, took two eaglets and raised them until they became
adult eagels. Then he tied each eagel's leg to a wooden box with ropes and left them go
hungry. He and another man sat inside the wooden box and raised a staff with a piece of meat
on itstip. So, the two eagles started flying. The king asked his companion to tell him what he
was seeing, and he described the scenesto him, until he said that he saw the earth asa fly. So,
the king brought the staff closer to the eagels and they started landing slowly. This is why Allah
said, (0l 38 27 J55 44 Juad) “ though their plot was hardly one to remove the mountains from
their places.” Mujahid also mentioned that this story was about Nebuchadnezzar, and that
when the king's sight was far away from earth and its people, he was called, ~ O tyrant one!
Where are you headed to' He became afraid and brought the staff closer to the eagels, which
flew faster with such haste that the mountains almost shook from the noise they made. The
mountains were almost moved from their places, so Allah said,
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(though their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places.)" Ibn Jurayj
narrated that Mujahid recited this Ayah in a way that means, "though their plot was such asto
remove the mountains from their places." However, Al-" Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said
that,
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(though their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places.) indicates that
their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places. Smilar was said by Al-
Hasan Al-Basri. Ibn Jarir reasoned that, "Associating others with Allah and disbelieving in Him,
which they brought upon themselves, did not bother the mountains nor other creatures.

Rather, the harm of their actions came to haunt them." | (Ibn Kathir) said, this meaning is
similar to Allah's statement,
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(And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. Verily, you can neither rend nor
penetrate the earth, nor can you attain a stature like the mountains in height.))17:37( There is
another way of explaining this Ayah; " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn * Abbas said that,
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(though their plot was not such as to remove the mountains from their places.) refers to their

Shirk, for Allah said in another Ayah,
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(Whereby the heavens are almost torn.) )19:90( Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said similarly.
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(47. So think not that Allah will fail to keep His promise to His Messengers. Certainly, Allah is
All-Mighty, All-Able of Retribution.) (48. On the Day when the earth will be changed to another
earth and so will be the heavens, and they (all creatures) will appear before Allah, the One,
the Irresistible.)

Allah never breaks a Promise

Allah affirms His promise,
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(So think not that Allah will fail to keep His promise to His Messengers.) His promise to grant
them victory in this life and on the Day when the Witnesses shall come forth. Allah affirms that
He is All-Able and that nothing He wills escapes His power and none can resist Him. Allah
affirms that He is Able to exact retribution from those who disbelieve in Him and deny Him,
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(Woe that Day to the deniers!))77:15( Allah said here,
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(On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens,)
meaning, His promise shall come to pass on the Day when the earth will be changed to an earth

other than this earth that we know and recognize. It isrecorded in the Two Sahihs that Sahl bin
Sa’ d said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(On the Day of Resurrection, the people will be gathered on a white (barren), flat earth just
like the wheat bread, it has no recognizable features for anyone.) Imam Ahmad recorded that
" Alishah said, "I was the first among all people who asked the Messenger of Allah about this
Ayah,
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(On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens,)
saying, - O Allah's Messenger! Where will the people be then' He said,

«ha J..a] L;r.»
(On the Srat.)" Muslim, but not Al-Bukhari, collected this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi and lbn Majah
also recorded it, and At-Tirmidhi said "Hasan Sahih". Imam Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj recorded in his
Sahih that Thawban the servant of the Messenger of Allah said, "I was standing next to the
Messenger of Allah when a Jewish rabbi came to him and said, " Peace be to you, O
Muhammad.' | pushed him with such a force that almost caused him to fall down and he asked

me why | did that. | said, * Why did you not say, * O Messenger of Allah' The Jew said, ~ We call
him by the name which his family gave him.' The Messenger of Allah said,
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(Muhammad is indeed the name which my family gave me.) The Jew said, " | came to ask you
about something.' The Messenger of Allah replied,

«?:ﬂf\ﬁ; Ul \j.\;» :ﬂju/ﬁ;‘»

(Would it benefit you if | replied to your question) He said, " | will hear it with my ear.' The
Messenger of Allah poked the ground with a staff he had and said,

(Ask.) The Jew said, ~ Where will the people be when the earth will be changed to another
earth and so will the heavens The Messenger of Allah said,
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(In the darkness before the Bridge (Jasr).) He asked, * Who will be the first to pass it' He said,
(The poor emigrants (Muhajirin).) He asked, - What will their (refreshment) be when they enter
Paradise' He said, (The caul of fish liver.) He asked, ~ What will they have after that' He said, (A
bull of Paradise which grazed through its pathways will be slaughtered for them.) He asked,
" From what will they drink’ He said, (From a fountain whose name is Salsabil. ) He said, " You
have said the truth. | have come to ask you something about which none of the inhabitants of
the earth knows, with the exception of a Prophet or one or two other men.' He said, (Would
you benefit by me informing you about it) He replied, " | would listen. | have come to ask you
about the child.' He said, (The fluid of the man is white, and the woman's is yellow. When they
meet, if the discharge of the man is greater than that of the woman, then it becomes a male,
by Allah's permission. When the womans discharge is greater than the man's, it becomes a
female by Allah's permission.) The Jew said, " You have told the truth and are indeed a
Prophet." Then he left. So Allah's Messenger said; (He asked me such things that | had no

knowledge of it until Allah gave it to me.) Allah said next,
( jl ‘ }./ e )

(and they will appear before Allah), describing when the creatures will be resurrected before

Allah from their graves,
(el a5)

(the One, the Irresisti- ble.) Who has full power and control over all things and to Whom the
necks and minds are subservient.
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(49. And you will see the criminals that Day, Mugarranun (bound together) in fetters.) (50.
Their garments will be of Qatiran (tar), and fire will cover their faces.) (51. That Allah may
requite each person according to what he has earned. Truly, Allah is swift at reckoning.)

The Condition of the criminals on the Day of Resurrection

Allah said,
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(On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens) " and

the creations will be brought before their Lord, and you, O Muhammad, will witness the
criminals who committed the crimes of Kufr and mischief,’

- o OB
(Mugarranin) bound together, each with his or her like, just as Allah said,
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(Assemble those who did wrong, together with their companions.) )37:22(
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(And when the souls are joined with their bodies.))81:7(,
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(And when they shall be thrown into a narrow place thereof, chained together, they will
exclaim therein for destruction.) )25:13( and,
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(And also the Shayatin from the Jinn (including) every kind of builder and diver, and also others

bound in fetters.))38:37-38( Allah said next,
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(Their garments will be of Qatiran (pitch),) that is used to coat camels. Qatadah commented
that Qatiran (tar) is one of the fastest objects to catch fire. Ibn = Abbas used to say that the
Qatiran, mentioned in the Ayah, is dissolved lead. It is possible that this Ayah reads as: (pelal s
e ol k8) refering to heated lead that has reached tremendous heat, according to Mujahid,
Ikrimah, S3'id bin Jubayr Al-Hasan and Qatadah. Allah said next,
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(and fire will cover their faces), which is similar to His other statement,
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(The Fire will burn their faces, and therein they will grin, with displaced lips.))23:104( Imam
Ahmad recorded that Yahya bin Abi Ishag said that Aban bin Yazid said that Yahya bln Abi

Kathir said that Zayd bin Abi Salam said that Abu Malik Al-Ash’ ari said that the Messenger of
Allah said,
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(Four characteristics from the time of Jahiliyyah will remain in my Ummah, since they will not
abandon them: boasting about their family lineage, discrediting family ties, seeking rain
through the stars, and wailing for their dead. Verily, if she who wails, dies before she repents
from her behavior, she will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection while wearing a dress of
Qatiran and a cloak of mange.) Muslim collected this Hadith. Allah said next,
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(That Allah may requite each person according to what he has earned.) meaning, on the Day of
Resurrection. Allah said in another Ayah,
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(That He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done.) )53:31( Allah said
here,
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(Truly, Allah is swift at reckoning.) when He wills to reckon a servants of His, for He knows
everything and nothing ever escapes His observation. Verily, His power over all of His creation
isthe same as His power over one creature,

(3any 588 Y 2808, ¥y 2&ala )

(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as a single person. ))31:28( And
thisis why Mujahid said,

g R e
(swift at reckoning), means "keeping count."
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(52. This (Qur'an) is a Message for mankind (and a clear proof against them), in order that they

may be warned thereby, and that they may know that He is the only One God and that men of
understanding may take heed.)

Allah states that this Qur'an is a Message for mankind,
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((So) that | may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach.) )6:19( This Qur'an is for all
mankind and the Jinns, just as Allah said in the beginning of this Surah,

Oe o) zoAY ) Adnd SIS )
(s ) caiallal

(Alif-Lam-Ra. (This is) a Book which We have revealed unto you in order that you might lead

mankind out of darknessinto light.) )14:1( Allah said next,
2 - SR~
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(in order that they may be warned thereby), or to receive and draw lessons from it,
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(and that they may know that He is the only One God) using its proofs and evidences that

testify that there is no true deity except Allah,
- 9& ) T T e It
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(and that men of understanding may take heed.) meaning those who have good minds. aThisis
the end of the Tafsir of Qurah Ibrahim, and all praise is due to Allah.

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Hijr
(Chapter -15)
Which was revealed in Makkah

(Dl Ol adl) )

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
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(1. Alif-Lam-Ra. These are Ayat of the Book and a plain Qur'an.) (2. How much would those who
disbelieved wish that they had been Muslims.) (3. Leave them to eat and enjoy, and let them
be preoccupied with (false) hope. They will come to know!)

The Disbelievers will someday wish that They had been Muslims

We have already discussed the letters which appear at the beginning of some Surahs. Allah

(15088 Cpdl g WD)

(How much would those who disbelieved wish) Here Allah tells us that they will regret having
lived in disbelief, and will wish that they had been Muslims in this world. Regarding Allah's

AP PRI (v

(How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had been Muslims.) Qufyan Ath-Thawri
reported from Salamah bin Kuhayl, who reported from Abi Az-Za’ ra', from ~ Abdullah, who said:
"This is about the Jahannamiyyun (the sinners among the believers who will stay in Hell for
some time), when they )the disbelievers( see them being brought out of Hell."

(Cpalide 138 7611 55 ) Vg L)

(How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had been Muslims.) lbn Jarir reported
that Ibn * Abbas and Anas bin Malik explained that this Ayah refers to the Day when Allah will
detain the sinful Muslims in Hell along with the idolators. He said: "The idolators will say to
them, “~What you used to worship on earth has not helped you.' Then by virtue of His mercy,
Allah will be angry for their sake, and He will remove them )from it(. That is when

SO CRAR PSS R pravvg)

(How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had been Muslims)."

(15555 158 2475)

(Leave them to eat and enjoy) thisis a stern and definitive threat for them, like His saying,
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(Say: "Enjoy your brief life! But certainly, your destination isthe Fire!") )14:30(
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((O disbelievers!) Eat and enjoy yourselves (in this worldly life) for a little while. Verily, you

are the guilty.))77:46( Allah says:
(S agels)

(let them be preoccupied with false hope.) i.e., distracted from repentance and turning to

Allah, for
- L %0 - < L0 - =
(They will soon come to know!) that is, their punishment.
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(4. And never did We destroy a township but there was a known decree for it.) (5. No nation
can advance itsterm, nor delay it.)

Every Township hasits allotted Time

Allah isinforming us that He never destroys a township until He has established evidences for it
and its allotted time has ended. When the time for a nation's destruction has come, He never
delaysit, and He never moves its appointed time forward. This was a message and a warning to
the people of Makkah, telling them to give up their Shirk, their stubbornness and disbelief for
which they deserved to be destroyed.
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(6. And they say: "O you (Muhammad) to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'an) has been revealed!
Verily, you are a madman!) (7. "Why do you not bring angels to us if you are of the truthful")
(8. We do not send the angels down except with the truth, and in that case, they (the
disbelievers) would have no respite!) (9. Verily, We, it is We Who revealed the Dhikr (i.e. the
Qur'an) and surely We will guard it (from corruption).)

The Accusation that the Prophet was a Madman and Demands for
Him to bring down Angels

Allah tells us about the disbelief, arrogance and stubbornness of the disbelievers as reflected in

their words:
(R aale 0% oAl W)

(O you (Muhammad) to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'an) has been revealed!) i.e., the one who

claimsto receive it.
28 o - - w
B AREL|
. 4
(Verily, you are a mad manl!) i.e., by your invitation to us to follow you and leave the way of
our forefathers.
e ¥ T P47 0°

(Why do you not bring angels to us) i.e., to bear witness to the accuracy of what you have
brought to usistrue, if you are really telling the truth Thisis similar to what Pharaoh said:

daa el Tl cad e Bl e (A V)
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(Why then are not golden bracelets bestowed on him, or angels sent along with him)(43:53).
And Allah said:
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(And those who do not expect a meeting with Us (i. e., those who deny the Day of Resurrection
and the life of the Hereafter), say: "Why are not the angels sent down to us, or why do we not
see our Lord" Indeed they think too highly of themselves, and are scornful with great pride. On
the Day that they do see the angels - there will be no good news given on that day to the
guilty. And they (angels) will say: "All kinds of glad tidings are forbidden for you.") (25:21-22)
For this reason Allah said:
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(We do not send the angels down except with the truth, and in that case, they (the
disbelievers) would have no respite!) Mujahid said in this Ayah:

(Gall 9 ATl 75 )

(We do not send the angels down except with the truth) ")i.e.,( with the Message and the
punishment.” Then Allah, may He be exalted, stated that He is the One Who revealed the Dhikr
to him, which isthe Qur'an, and He is protecting it from being changed or altered.
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(10. Indeed, We sent (Messengers) before you (O Muhammad) amongst the earlier
communities.) (11. And there never came a Messenger to them but that they mocked him. )




(12. Thus We allow it to enter the hearts of the guilty.) (13. They would not believe in it (the
Qur'an); and already the example of the ancients has gone forth.)

The Idolators of Every Nation made a Mockery of their Messengers

Consoling His Messenger for the rejection of the disbelieving Quraysh, Allah says that He has
sent Messengers before him to the nations of the past, and no Messenger came to a nation but
they rejected him and mocked him. Then He tells him that He lets disbelief enter the hearts of
those sinners who are too stubborn and too arrogant to follow His guidance.

(el cole 8 480G GUIX)

(Thus We allow it to enter the hearts of the guilty.) Anas and Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that this

referred to Shirk.
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(and already the example of the ancients has gone forth.) meaning the destruction wrought by
Allah on those who rejected His Messengers, and how He saved His Prophets and their followers
in this world and in the Hereafter, is well known.
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(14. And even if We opened to them a gate to the heavens and they were to continue
ascending through it (all day long).) (15. They would surely say (in the evening): "Our eyes have

been (as if) dazzled (we have not seen any angel or heaven). Nay, we are a people
bewitched.")

The Stubborn Disbelievers will never believe, no matter what Signs
and Wonders They see

Allah explains the extent of their disbelief and stubborn resistance to the truth by stating that

even if a door to heaven were to be opened for them, and they were to be taken up through it,
they would still not believe. Rather, they would say:

(6ol & K )



(Qur eyes have been (as if) dazzled.) Mujahid, Ibn Kathir and Ad-Dahhak said, ")this means( our
vision has been blocked." Qatadah narrated that Ibn * Abbas said, ")this means( our eyesight has
been taken away." Al-" Awfi reported that lbn * Abbas said, ")this means( we were confused and

put under a spell.”
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(Cur eyes have been (as if) dazzled.) Ibn Zayd said: "The one who is dazzled )lit. intoxicated( is
the one who cannot reason.”
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(16. And indeed, We have put the big stars in the heaven and We beautified it for the
beholders. ) (17. And We have guarded it (near heaven) from every outcast Shaytan (devil).)
(18. Except him (devil) who steals the hearing, then he is pursued by a clear flaming fire.) (19.
And We have spread out the earth, and have placed firm mountains in it, and caused all kinds

of things to grow in it, in due proportion.) (20. And in it We have provided means of living, for
you and for those whom you provide not.)

The Power of Allah and His Signs in the Heavens and on Earth

To those who ponder, and look repeatedly at the dazzling signs and wonders that are to be
seen in the creation, Allah mentions His creation of the heavens, with their immense height,
and both the fixed and moving heavenly bodies with which He has adorned it. Here, Mujahid
and Qatadah said that Buruj )big stars( refers to the heavenly bodies. (I say): This is like the

(G elaall 8 Jan 2 & )L)

(Blessed be He Who has placed the big stars in the heavens.) )25:61( " Atiyah Al-" Awfi said:
"Buruj here refers to sentinel fortresses." He made the "shooting stars" to guard it against the
evil devils who try to listen to information conveyed at the highest heights. If any devil
breaches it and advances hoping to listen, a clear "shooting star" comes to him and destroys



him. He may already have passed on whatever he heard before the fire hit him, to another
devil below him; the latter will then take it to his friends Jamong humans(, as is stated in the
Sahih. Explaining this Ayah, Al-Bukhari reported from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet said:
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(When Allah decrees any matter in heaven, the angels beat their wings in submission to His
Word, )with a sound like( a chain )beating( on a smooth rock.") (" Ali and other subnarrators
said, "The sound reaches them.") "When the fright leaves their (angels) hearts, they (angels)
are asked: “What did your Lord say' They respond: "The truth. And He is the Most High, the
Most Great.' So those who hope to hear something listen, and they are standing one above the
other." Qufyan )the narrator( described them with a gesture, spreading the fingers of his right
hand and holding it in such a way that the fingers were above one another. "Sometimes the
flaming fire hits one of these listeners before he is able to convey what he has heard to the one
who is beneath him, and he is burned up, or sometimes the fire does not hit him until he has
pit on to the one beneath him, so he brings it to the earth." Perhaps Sufyan said: "...until it
reaches the earth and he puts it into the mouth of the sorcerer or fortune-teller, so that after
telling a hundred lies he gets something right, and the people say, " Did he not tell us that on
such and such a day such and such would happen, and we found it to be the truth among the
statements which were heard from heaven.™ Then Allah mentions His creation of the earth and
how He spread it out, and the firm mountains, valleys, lands and sands that he has placed in it,
and the plants and fruits that He causesto grow in their appropriate locations.

(Q}f}iﬁi s 8 )

(all kinds of things in due proportion.) lbn "~Abbas said that this means with their
predetermined proportions. This was also the opinion of Sa"id bin Jubayr, " Ikrimah, Abu Malik,
Mujahid, Al-Hakim bin * Utaybah, Al-Hasan bin Muhammad, Abu Salih and Qatadah.
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(And We have provided therein means of living, for you) Here Allah mentions that He created
the earth with different means of provisions and livelihood of all kinds.
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(and for those whom you provide not.) Mujahid said, "This refers to the riding animals and the
cattle." Ibn Jarir said, "They are slaves, men and women, as well as the animals and the cattle.
The meaning is that Allah, may He be exalted, is reminding them of the ways of earning
provision that He has made easy for them, and of the animals that He has subjugated for them

to ride and to eat, and the slaves from whom they benefit, but the provision of all of these
comes from Allah alone."
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(21. And there is not a thing, but the supplies for it are with Us, and We do not send it down
but in a known measure.) (22. And We send the winds fertilizing, then We cause the water to
descend from the sky, and We give it to you to drink, and it is not you who are the owners of
its supply.) (23. And certainly We! It is We Who give life, and cause death, and We are the
Inheritors.) (24. And indeed, We know the first generations of you who have passed away, and
indeed, We know the present generations of you (mankind), and also those who will come
afterwards.) (25. And verily, your Lord will gather them together. Truly, He is Most Wise, (and)
Knowing.)

The Supplies for All Things are with Allah

Allah tells us that He is the Owner of all things, and that everything is easy for Him. He hasthe

supplies for all things with Him.
fb < ﬁ&‘,: - -
(pobe ,a% YY) AT W)

(and We do not send it down but in a known measure.) meaning, as He wills and as He wants.
Doing so out of His great wisdom and mercy towards His servants, in a way that He is under no
obligation to do. But He has decreed mercy for Himself. Yazid bin Abi Ziyad reported from Abu
Juhayfah that ~ Abdullah said: "No year has more rain than another, but Allah divides the rain
between them as He wills, it rains here a year and there a year. Then he recited:

(A1A Baie Y] (25 e O)3)

(And there is not a thing, but the supplies for it are with Us...) Reported by lbn Jarir.

Benefits of the Winds



(And We send the winds fertilizing.) i.e., fertilizing the clouds so that they give rain, and
fertilizing the trees so that they open their leaves and blossoms. These winds are mentioned
here in the plural form because they give results, unlike the barren wind (Ar-Rih Al-'Agim, see

Adh-Dhariyat 51:41), which is mentioned in the singular and described as barren since it does
not produce anything; because results can only be produced when there are two or more

things.
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(And We sent the winds fertilizing.) * Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The wind is sent bearing water
from the sky, then it fertilizes the clouds until rain begins to generously fall, just asthe milk of
the pregnant camel flows generously." This was also the opinion of Ibn ~ Abbas, lbrahim An-
Nakha' i and Qatadah. Ad-Dahhak said: "Allah sends it to the clouds and it gets fertilized and
becomes full of water." " Ubayd bin * Umayr Al-Laythi said: "Allah sends the wind which stirs up

the earth, then Allah sends the wind which raises clouds, then Allah sends the wind which
forms clouds, then Allah sends the fertilizing wind which pollinates the trees. Then he recited,
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(And We sent the winds fertilizing,)

Fresh Water is a Blessing from Allah
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(and We give it to you to drink,) This means, "and We send it down to you fresh and sweet, so

that you can drink it; if We had wished, We could have made it salty (and undrinkable)", as
Allah pointsout in another Ayah in Qurat Al-Wagqi® ah, where He says:
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(Tell Me! The water that you drink, is it you who cause it to come down from the rain clouds,
or are We the cause of it coming down If We willed, We verily could make it salty (and
undrinkable), why then do you not give thanks (to Allah)) (56:68-70). And Allah says:

;
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(He it is Who sends water down from the sky; from it you drink and from it (grows) the
vegetation on which you send your cattle to pasture.) (16:10)
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(and it is not you who are the owners of its supply.) The meaning is, "You are not taking care of
it; rather We send it down and take care of it for you, making springs and wells flourish on the
earth. " If Allah so willed, He could make it disappear, but by His mercy He sends it down and

makes it fresh and sweet, maintaining the springs, wells, rivers and so on, so that they may
drink from it all year long, water their livestock and irrigate their crops.

The Power of Allah to initiate and renew Creation

ety A4 il U
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(And certainly We! We it is Who give life, and cause death,) Here Allah tells us of His power to
initiate creation and renew it. He is the One Who brings life to creatures out of nothingness,
then He causes them to die, then He will resurrect all of them on the Day when He will gather

them together. He also tells us that He will inherit the earth and everyone on it, and then it is
to Him that they will return. Then He tells us about His perfect knowledge of them, the first

and the last of them. He says
(R0 L 201 ke 31

(And indeed, We know the first generations of you who had passed away...). Ibn "~ Abbas said,
"The first generations are all those who have passed away since the time of Adam. The present
generations and those who will come afterward refer to those who are alive now and who are
yet to come, until the Day of Resurrection.” Something similar was narrated from " Ikrimah,
Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Muhammad bin Ka' b, Ash-Sha’ bi and others. Ibn Jarir reported
from Muhammad bin Abi Ma" shar, from his father, that he heard * Awn bin ~ Abdullah discussing
the following Ayah with Muhammad bin Ka’ b:

Bale 280y 285 (peafiddl Bde  3al)
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(And indeed, We know the first generations of you who had passed away, and indeed, We know
the present generations of you (mankind), and also those who will come afterwards), and it
was stated that it refersto the rows for prayer. Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "Thisis not the case.
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(And indeed, We know the first generations of you who had passed away) it refersto those who

are dead or have been killed, and;
(/. w 0G0 2 ]‘)

(and also those who will come afterwards) meaning those who have yet to be created.
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(And verily your Lord will gather them together. Truly, He is Most Wise, (and) Knowing)." * Awn
bin * Abdullah said, "May Allah help you and reward you with good."

Ca G Jiala g oyl Gl )

asaall U (e 08 e 8l I - () 5ie

(

(26. And indeed, We created man from dried (sounding) clay of altered mud.) (27. And the
Jinn, We created earlier from the smokeless flame of fire.)

The Substances from which Mankind and Jinns were created

Ibn * Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said that Salsal means dry mud. The apparent meaning is
similar to the Ayah:

(L oez ol e O

(He created man (Adam) from sounding clay like the potter's clay, And He created the Jinns
from a smokeless flame of fire.) (55:14-15) It was also reported from Mujahid that,

e
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(dried (sounding) clay) means "putrid”, but it is more appropriate to interpret an Ayah with
another Ayah.
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(of altered mud) means the dried clay that comes from mud, which is soil. "Altered" here

means smooth.
(J8 (e 48K )

(And the Jinn, We created earlier) means before creating humans.

(ejjcid\ J\j Q.:Q)

(from the smokeless flame of fire.) Ibn ~ Abbas said, "It is the smokeless flame that kills." Abu
Dawud At-Tayalisi said that Shu” bah narrated to them from Abu Ishag, who said: "l visited
“Umar Al-Asamm when he was sick, and he said: ~ Shall | not tell you a Hadith that | heard from
" Abdullah bin Mas ud He said: " This smokeless flame is one of the seventy parts of the
smokeless fire from which the Jinn where created. Then he recited,
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(And the Jinn, We created earlier from the smokeless flame of fire).™ The following is found in
the Sahih,
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(The angels were created from light, the Jinn were created from a smokeless flame of fire, and
Adam was created from that which has been described to you.) The Ayah is intended to point
out the noble nature, good essence and pure origin of Adam.
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(28. And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "I am going to create a man (Adam)
from dried (sounding) clay of altered mud. ") (29. "So, when | have fashioned him completely
and breathed into him (Adam) of My spirit (the soul which | created for him,) then fall down,
prostrating yourselves before him.") (30. So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them
together.) (31. Except Iblis (Shaytan) - he refused to be among the prostrate.) (32. (Allah) said:

"O Iblis! What is your reason for not being among the prostrate" (33. )lblis( said: "l am not one
to prostrate myself to a human, whom You created from dried (sounding) clay of altered mud.")

The creation of Adam, the Command to the Angels to prostrate to
Him, and the Rebellion of Iblis
Allah informs us of how He mentioned Adam to His angels before He created him, and how He
honored him by commanding the angels to prostrate to him. He mentions how His enemy Iblis,

amidst all the angels, refused to prostrate to him out of envy, disbelief, stubbornness,
arrogance, and false pride. Thisis why Iblis said:
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(I am not one to prostrate myself to a human, whom You created from dried (sounding) clay of
altered mud.) thisislike when he said,
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(I am better than him (Adam), You created me from Fire and him You created from clay.)(7:12)
and
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("Do you see this one whom You have honored above me...") )17:62(
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(34. (Allah) said: "Then leave, for verily, you are an outcast. ") (35. "And verily, the curse shall
be upon you until the Day of Recompense.”) (36. )lblis( said: "O my Lord! Then give me respite
until the Day they (the dead) will be resurrected.”) (37. Allah said: "Then verily, you are of
those reprieved,") (38. "Until the Day of the time appointed.”)

The Expulsion of Iblis from Jannah, and His Reprieve until the Day
of Resurrection

Allah tells us how He issued an unconditional command to Iblis to leave the position he held
among the highest of heights. He told him that he was an outcast, i.e., cursed, and that he
would be followed by a curse that would hound him until the Day of Resurrection. It was
reported that Sa'id bin Jubayr said: "When Allah cursed Iblis, his image into something
different from that of the angels, and he made a sound like a bell. Every bell that rings on this
earth until the Day of Resurrection is part of that. This was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim.
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(39. )Iblis( said: "O my Lord! Because You misled me, | shall indeed adorn the path of error for
them (mankind) on the earth, and | shall mislead them all.") (40. "Except Your chosen (guided)
servants among them.") (41. (Allah) said: "This is the way which will lead straight to Me.") (42
"Certainly, you shall have no authority over My servants, except those of the astray who follow
you.") (43. And surely, Hell isthe place promised for them all.) (44. It has seven gates, for each
of those gatesis a class assigned.)

The Threat of Iblis to tempt Mankind, and Allah's Promise of Hell for
him



Allah informed about the rebellion and arrogance of Iblis, in that he said to the Lord:

(Because You misled me,) i.e., because You misled me and misguided me.
( Tﬁ/ )
(I shall indeed adorn the path of error for them) meaning, for the progeny of Adam.
(b=0Y &)

(on the earth,) meaning - | will make sin dear to them, and will encourage, provoke and harass
them to commit sin.

(Crman] 22 ¥)

(and | shall mislead them all.) meaning - just as You have misled me and have ordained that for

(Oaali) A3t Sile V)

(Except Your chosen, (guided) servants among them.) Thisis like the Ayah:
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("Do you see this one whom You have honored above me, if You give me respite until the Day of
Resurrection, | will surely seize and mislead his offspring, all but a few!") (17:62).

((Allah) said), i.e., threatening and warning Iblis.

(a1 pn 138)

(Thisis the way which will lead straight to Me.) means, " all of you will return to Me, and | will
reward or punish you according to your deeds: if they are good then | will reward you, and if
they are bad then | will punish you.' Thisis like the Ayah:
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(Verily, your Lord is ever watchful.) (89:14) and
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(And it isup to Allah to show the right way.) (16:9)
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(Certainly, you shall have no authority over My servants) meaning, * you will have no way to
reach those for whom | have decreed guidance.'

(055 Con S 52 )

(except those of the astray who follow you.) lbn Jarir mentioned that Yazid bin Qusayt said:
"The Prophets used to have Masjids outside their cities, and if a Prophet wanted to consult with
his Lord about something, he would go out to his place of worship and pray as Allah decreed.
Then he would ask Him about whatever was concerning him. Once while a Prophet was in his
place of worship, the enemy of Allah - meaning Iblis - came and sat between him and the
Qiblah (direction of prayer). The Prophet said, | seek refuge with Allah from the accursed
Shaytan.' )The enemy of Allah said, * Do you know who you are seeking refuge from Here he is!'
The Prophet said, " | seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytan'(, and he repeated that
three times. Then the enemy of Allah said, " Tell me about anything in which you will be saved
from me." The Prophet twice said, "No, you tell me about something in which you can
overpower the son of Adam' Each of them was insisting that the other answer first, then the
Prophet said, Allah says,
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(Certainly, you shall have no authority over My servants, except those of the astray who follow

you.) The enemy of Allah said, " | heard this before you were even born." The Prophet said,
* And Allah says,
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(And if an evil whisper comesto you from Shaytan then seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is All-
Hearing, All-Knowing) (7: 200). By Allah, | never sense that you are near but | seek refuge with
Allah from you.' The enemy of Allah said, "~ You have spoken the truth. In this way you will be



saved from me.' The Prophet said, ~ Tell me in what ways you overpower the son of Adam.' He
said, " | seize him at times of anger and times of desire.’
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(And surely, Hell is the place promised for them all.) meaning, Hell is the abode designated for
all those who follow Iblis, as Allah says in the Qur'an:
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(but those of the sects (Jews, Christians and all the other non-Muslim nations) that reject it
(the Qur'an), the Fire will be their promised meeting place.)(11:17)

The Gates of Hell are Seven

Then Allah tells us that Hell has seven gates:
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(for each of those gates is a (special) class (of sinners) assigned.) means, for each gate a
portion of the followers of Iblis have been decreed, and they will have no choice in the matter.
May Allah save us from that. Each one will enter a gate according to his deeds, and will settle

in a level of Hell according to his deeds. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Samurah bin Jundub
reported from the Prophet about,
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(for each of those gatesis a class assigned.) He said,
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(Among the people of Hell are those whom the Fire will swallow up to the ankles, and those
whom it will swallow up to the waist, and those whom it will swallow up to the collarbone.)
The degree of which will depend upon their deeds. Thisis like the Ayah;
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(for each of those gatesis a class assigned.)
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(45. Truly, those who have Tagwa, will dwell in Gardens and water springs.) (46. (It will be said
to them): "Enter it in peace and security.”) (47. And We shall remove any deep feeling of
bitterness from their breasts. (So they will be like) brothers facing each other on thrones.) (48.
No sense of fatigue shall touch them, nor shall they be asked to leave it. (49. Declare to My
servants that | am truly the Forgiving, the Most Merciful.) (50. And that My torment is indeed
the most painful torment.)

Description of the People of Paradise

Snce Allah mentioned the condition of the people of Hell, He followed that by mentioning the
people of Paradise. He tells us that they will dwell in Gardens and water springs.

(s s 23
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(and security.) meaning free from all fear and concern. They will not have any fear of
expulsion, nor will they fear that their condition will be disrupted or end.

e UL U U o ysiia b Lo U230y

2
’. #ow
O™

(And We shall remove any deep feeling of bitterness from their breasts. (So they will be like)
brothers facing each other on thrones.) Al-Qasim narrated that Abu Umamah said: "The people

(Enter it in peace) meaning free of all problems.



of Paradise will enter Paradise with whatever enmity is left in their hearts from this world.
Then, when they come together, Allah will remove whatever hatred the world has left in their
hearts." Then he recited:

(%’S, o ¥ 28 .L:Q11o /,1/)
(And We shall remove any deep feeling of bitterness from their breasts.) This is how it was
narrated in this report, but Al-Qasim bin " Abdur-Rahman is weak in his reports from Abu

Umamah. However, thisis in accord with the report in the Sahih where Qatadah says, "Abu Al-
Mutawakkil An-Naji told usthat Abu Sa"id Al-Khudri told them that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(The believers will be removed from the Fire, and they will be detained on a bridge between
Paradise and Hell. Then judgment will be passed between them concerning any wrong they
have committed in this world against one another, until they are cleansed and purified. Then
permission will be given to them to enter Paradise.)"

B - 24 w083 -~
(No sense of fatigue shall touch them) meaning no harm or hardship, as was reported in the
Sahihs:
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(Allah commanded me to tell Khadijah the good news of a jeweled palace in Paradise in which
there will be no toil and no fatigue.)

(Comas e 2 Ly

(nor shall they (ever) be asked to leave it.) As was reported in the Hadith:
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(It will be said, O dwellers of Paradise! You will be healthy and never fall sick; you will live and
never die; you will be young and never grow old; you will stay here and never leave.) Allah

says:
( ()[ \.@.\.c } Y \.@.\S )
(Wherein they shall dwell (forever). They will have no desire to be removed from it.) (18:108)
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(Declare to My servants, that | am truly the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. And that My
torment is indeed the most painful torment.) meaning, - O Muhammad, tell My servants that |
am the source of mercy and | am the source of punishment.' Smilar Ayat to this have already

been quoted above, which indicate that we must always be in a state between hope (for Allah's
mercy) and fear (of His punishment).
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(51. And tell them about the guests (i. e., the angels) of lbrahim.) (52. When they entered
upon him, and said: "Salaman (peace!)." He said: "Indeed we are frightened of you.") (53. They



said: "Do not be afraid! We bring you the good news of a boy possessing much knowledge and
wisdom.") (54. He said: "Do you give me this good news while old age has overtaken me Of what
then is your news about") (55. They said: "We give you good news in truth. So do not be of
those who despair.") (56. He said: "And who despairs of the mercy of his Lord except those who
are astray")

The Guests of Ibrahim and their Good News of a Son for Him

Allah is saying: * Tell them, O Muhammad, about the story of

(A1 0] i)
(the guests of Ibrahim.)

(Cslas ;M 1) 08 L 1,18 4 15053)

(they entered upon him, and said: "Salaman (peace!)." He said: "Indeed we are frightened of
you.") meaning that they were scared. The reason for their fear has been mentioned
previously, which is that they noticed that these guests did not eat of the food that was

offered, which was a fattened calf.
(Ua's Y 1516)
(They said: "Do not be afraid!...") meaning, do not be scared.

(ple pdas o5 )

(We bring you the good news of a boy possessing much knowledge and wisdom.) this refers to
Ishaq, as was previously mentioned in Surat Hud. Then

(He said) meaning he spoke with wonder and astonishment, asking for confirmation, because he
was old and his wife was old:

(05558 o S e of o 35825

(Do you give me this good news while old age has overtaken me Of what then is your news
about) They responded by confirming the good news they had brought, good news after good
news:
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(57. He said: "What then is the business for which you have come, O messengers") (58. They
said: "We have been sent to a guilty people.”) (59. "(All) except the family of Lut, all of whom
we are to save (from the destruction).") (60. "Except for his wife, of whom We have decreed
that she shall be of those who remain behind.")

The Reason why the Angels came

Allah tells us that after Ibrahim had calmed down from the excitement of this good news, he
started to ask them why they had come to him. They said,

- o & o & 1= ° T 7%
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(We have been sent to a guilty people.) meaning the people of Lut. They told him that they

were going to save the family of Lut from among those people, except for his wife, because she
was one of those who were doomed. Thus it was said,
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(Except for his wife, of whom We have decreed that she shall be of those who remain behind.)
i.e., she was one of those who would be left behind and will be destroyed.
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(61. Then when the messengers (the angels) came to the family of Lut) (62. He (Lut) said:
"Verily, you are people unknown to me.") (63. They said: "Nay, we have come to you with that
(torment) which they have been doubting.") (64. "And we have brought you the truth and
certainly we tell the truth.")

The Angels coming to Lut

Allah tells us about when the angels came to Lut in the form of young men with handsome
faces. When they entered his home, he said:
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("Verily, you are people unknown to me." They said: "Nay, we have come to you with that
(torment) which they have been doubting.") meaning that they were bringing the punishment
and destruction that the people doubted they would ever suffer from.
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(And we have brought you the truth) islike the Ayah,
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(We do not send the angels down except with the truth) )15:8( and
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(and certainly, we tell the truth.) They said this in affirmation of the news that they brought
him, that he would be saved and his people would be destroyed.
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, (65. "Then travel for a portion of the night with your family, and you go behind them in the
rear, and let no one amongst you look back, but go on to where you are ordered.") (66. And We
made this decree known to him that those (sinners) would be rooted out in the early morning.)

Lut is ordered to leave with His Family during the Night

Allah tells us that His angels ordered Lut to set out after part of the night had passed. They
told him to walk behind them, to protect them. Smilarly, the Messenger of Allah would walk in
the rear of the army on military campaigns, in order to help the weak and carry those who had

no means of transport.
8~ T °o B, ° . .:.]/ y/
- -~ o4 j

(and let no one amongst you look back,) meaning - when you hear the people screaming from
their torment, do not turn around to look at them; leave them to face whatever punishment
and vengeance is coming to them.

&~ o0 2 o (-
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(but go on to where you are ordered.) - it is as if they had a guide with them to show them the
way.
- o ¥ - ~ ) {70, &~
(And We made this decree known to him) meaning - We already told him about that.
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(that those (sinners) would be rooted out in the early morning.) meaning in the morning, asin
another Ayah:

(s Al Ll mdal) 2hae"sa &)

(Indeed, morning is their appointed time. Is not the morning near) )11:81(
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(67. And the inhabitants of the city came rejoicing.) (68. )Lut( said: "Verily, these are my
guests, so do not shame me.") (69. "And have Tagwa of Allah, and do not disgrace me.") (70.
They said: "Did we not forbid you from entertaining any of the * Alamin") (71. )Lut( said: "These
are my daughters, if you must act (so0).") (72. Verily, by your life, in their wild intoxication,
they were wandering blindly.)

The People of the City arrive upon the Angels, thinking that they
are Men

Allah tells us about how Lut's people came to him when they found out about his handsome
guests, and they came happily rejoicing about them.
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()Lut( said: "Verily, these are my guests, so do not shame me. And have Tagwa of Allah, and do
not disgrace me.") This is what Lut said to them before he knew that his guests were
messengers from Allah, as mentioned in Qurat Hud, but here (in this Surah), we have already
been told that they are messengers from Allah, and this is followed by an account of Lut's
people coming and his exchange with them. However, here the conjunction (wa, meaning
"and") does not imply the sequence of events, especially since there is something to indicate
that thisis not the case. They said answering him,

(Caalad) o L5 214
(Did we not forbid you from entertaining (or protecting) any of the * Alamin) meaning, ~ did we
not tell you that you should not have anyone as a guest' He reminded them about their
womenfolk and what their Lord had created for them in the women of permissible sexual
relationships. This issue has already been explained and is no need to repeat the discussion
here. All of this happened while they were still unaware of the inevitable calamity and

punishment that was about to befall them the following morning. Hence Allah, may He be
exalted, said to Muhammad ,

(Oseara agd K Al agd) &l aal)

(Verily, by your life, in their wild intoxication, they were wandering blindly.) Allah swore by
the life of His Prophet , which is an immense honor reflecting his high rank and noble status.
" Amr bin Malik An-Nakari reported from Abu Al-Jawza' that Ibn ~ Abbas said: "Allah has never



created or made or formed any soul that is dearer to him than Muhammad . | never heard that
Allah swore by the life of anyone else. Allah says,

(Verily, by your life, in their wild intoxication, they were wandering blindly.) meaning, by your
life and the length of your stay in this world,

(O sty agd K 4l 2gd))

(in their wild intoxication, they were wandering blindly.) This was reported by lbn Jarir.

Qatadah said:
(p8 R ()

(in their wild intoxication) "It means - in their misguided state;

(Cseen)

(they were wandering blindly) means - they were playing. " " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that

Ibn * Abbas said:
e 2 ~ S
(Verily, by your life) means by your life, and

(O st agd K 4l 5))

(in their wild intoxica- tion, they were wandering blindly.) means that they were confused.”
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(73. So the Sayhah overtook them at the time of sunrise.) (74. And We turned them upside
down and rained stones of baked clay upon them.) (75. Qurely, in this are signs for those who




see.) (76. And verily, they were right on the highroad.) (77. Qurely, there is indeed a sign in
that for the believers.)

The Destruction of the People of Lut

Allah said;

Y] 28~ £
(So the Sayhah overtook them) Thisis the piercing sound that came to them when the sun rose,
which was accompanied by the city being flipped upside down, and stones of baked clay (As-
Sjjil) raining down upon them. The discussion of As-Sjjil in Surah Hud is a sufficient

explanation. Allah said:
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(Surely, in this are signs for those who see.) meaning that the traces of the destruction of that

city are easily visible to any one who ponder about it, whether they look at it with physical
eyesight or mental and spiritual insight, as Mujahid said concerning the phrase,
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(those who see) he said, "those who have insight and discernment.” It was reported from Ibn
" Abbas and Ad-Dahhak that it referred to those who look. Qatadah said: "those who learn

lessons".
- Y - g8
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(those who see) therefore the meaning is "those who ponder".

The City of Sodom on the Highroad

(ase Jarnl L))

(And verily, they were right on the highroad.) meaning that the city of Sodom, which was
physically and spiritually turned upside down, and pelted with stones until it became a foul
smelling lake (the Dead Sea), ison a route that is easily accessible until the present day. Thisis
like the Ayah,
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(Verily, you pass by them in the morning, and at night. Will you not then reflect) (37:137-138).

~ « O &8 L AU e ~ . &.
((Cnesall Y Sllb 8 )
(Surely, there is indeed a sign in that for the believers.) meaning, " All that We did to the

people of Lut, from the destruction and the vengeance, to how We saved Lut and his family,
these are clear signsto those who believe in Allah and His Messengers.'
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(78. And the Dwellers of Al-Aykah, were also wrongdoers.) (79. S, We took vengeance on
them. They are both on an open route, plain to see.)

The Destruction of the Dwellers of Al-Aykah, the People of Shu' ayb
The Dwellers of Al-Aykah, were the people of Shu' ayb. Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others said
that Al-Aykah refers to intertwined trees. Their evildoing included associating partners with
Allah (Sirk), banditry and cheating in weights and measures. Allah punished them with the

Sayhah (the awful cry or torment), the earthquake, and the torment of the Day of Shadow.
They lived near the people of Lut, but at a later time, and the people of Lut were known to

them, which is why Allah says,
R - \_\S - 8 g
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(They are both on an open route, plain to see.) lbn "~ Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others
said, "a visible route." Thisis why, when Shu™ ayb warned his people, he said to them,

(2w oS5 Lo o1 2748 L)

(And the people of Lut are not far off from you!) )11:89(
Ol el aall Lalal X 2l )
‘y\SJ uMJML@L j.\\SS\.\AA\; e.@_/\z‘c.:g



28 9,4 -, / ~

a@gh(ﬁ - u.uA\c. \4 db;]\ U'“ uj.\;_u
v o 8 g~ . ° S - 0P

Pl 2 -

( U)—‘-‘-“S-‘

(80. And verily, the Dwellers of Al-Hijr denied the Messengers.) (81. And We gave them Qur

signs, but they were averse to them.) (82. And they used to hew out dwellings from the

mountains, (feeling) secure.) (83. But the Sayhah (torment - awful cry) overtook them in the
early morning.) (84. And all that they used to earn availed them not.)

The Destruction of the Dwellers of Al-Hijr, Who are the People
called Thamud
The Dwellers of the Al Hijr were the people of Thamud who rejected their Prophet, Salih.
Whoever denies even one Messenger, then he has disbelieved in all of the Messengers, thus
they are described as rejecting "the Messengers'. Allah tells us that he (Salih) brought them
signs to prove that what he was telling them was true, such as the she-camel which Allah
created for them out of a solid rock in response to the supplication of Salih. This she-camel was

grazing on their lands, and the people and the camel took water on alternate days that were
well-known. When they rebelled and killed it, he said to them,
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("Enjoy yourselves in your homes for three days. This is a promise which will not be belied.")
)11:65( Allah said:

(leéi‘

(And as for Thamud, We showed them and made the path of truth clear but they preferred
blindness to guidance.) )41:17( Allah tells us that,

(um\:;u d\_\;]\u.auﬁ;_u‘y\sj)

(And they used to hew out dwellings from the mountains, (feeling) secure. ) meaning, they
were without fear and they had no real need for those houses; it was merely a form of
extravagance and work without a purpose. This could be seen from their work in the houses in



the Al-Hijr through which the Messenger of Allah passed on his way to Tabuk. He covered his
head and urged his camel to go faster, saying to his Companions:
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(Do not enter the dwellings of those who were punished unless you are weeping, and if you do
not weep then make yourself weep out of fear that perhaps what struck them may also strike

you.)

“. ) A2 S 0@ LIDI-T A
(But the Sayhah (torment - awful cry) overtook them in the early morning.) meaning in the
morning of the fourth day.

(u9.u.n§.s 54\5\.;;;%35@;‘&3)

(And all that they used to earn availed them not.) meaning all of the benefitsthat they used to
gain from their crops and fruits, and the water which they did not want to share with the she-
camel that they killed so that it would not reduce their share of the water - all of that wealth
would not protect them or help them when the command of their Lord came to pass.
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(85. And We did not create the heavens and the earth and all that is between them except with

the truth, and the Hour is surely coming, so overlook their faults with gracious forgiveness.)
(86. Verily, your Lord isthe Knowing Creator.)

The World has been created for some Purpose, then the Hour will
come

Allah says,
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(And We did not create the heavens and the earth and all that is between them except with
the truth, and the Hour is surely coming), i.e., with justice to -

(1 sk Lo Tsaud Cdl (5 a0))

(requite those who do evil with that which they have done) )53:31( Allah says,
Say Legin Ly (a3 L) A )
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(And We did not create the heaven and the earth, and all that is between them without

purpose! That is what those who disbelieve think! Then let those who disbelieve be warned of
the Fire!)(38:27)
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("Did you think that We created you in play, and that you would not be brought back to Us" S
exalted be Allah, the Truth, the King, none has the right to be worshipped but He, the Lord of
the Honored Throne!)(23:115-116). Then Allah informed His Prophet about the Hour, and that
it will be the faults of the idolators when they insult him and reject the Message that he brings
to them. Thisislike the Ayah,

-~ 28 o A& 5l [
(So turn away from them, and say: "Salam (Peace!)." But they will come to know) (43:89).

Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: "This was before flghtmg was prescribed”. It is as they said,
because this Surah was revealed in Makkah and fighting was prescribed after the Hijrah.

(el 3180 5 S5 )



(Verily, your Lord is the Knowing Creator)(15:86). This is a confirmation of the Day of
Resurrection and that Allah, may He be exalted, is able to bring the Hour to pass. He is the
Creator and nothing is beyond Him. He is the Knowing, Who knows what has been dispersed
from people's bodies and scattered throughout the regions of the earth, as He says:
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(Is not He, Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like of them Yes, indeed!
He is the Knowing, Creator. Verily, His command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says

toit, "Be!" - and it is! So glorified and exalted is He above all that they associate with Him, and
in whose Hands is the dominion of all things, and to Him you shall return.)(36:81-83).
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(87. And indeed, We have bestowed upon you seven of the Mathani, and the Grand Qur'an.)

(88. Look not with your eyes ambitiously at what We have given to certain classes of them, nor
grieve over them. And lower your wings to the believers.)

A Reminder of the Blessing of the Qur'an and the Command to focus
on its Message

Allah is saying to His Prophet : Snce We have given you the Grand Qur'an, then do not look at

this world and its attractions, or the transient delights that we have given to its people in order

to test them. Do not envy what they have in this world, and do not upset yourself with regret
for their rejection of you and their opposition to your religion.
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(And lower your wings to the believers who follow you) (26:215) meaning - be gentle with
them, like the Ayah,
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(Verily, there has come unto you a Messenger from among yourselves. It grieves him that you
should receive any injury or difficulty. He is anxious for you, for the believers - he is full of
pity, kind and merciful)(9:128). There were some differences among the scholars over the
meaning of "seven of the Mathani". lbn Mas ud, lbn ~Umar, Ibn "~ Abbas, Mujahid, Sa'id bin
Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and others said that they are the seven long (Surahs), meaning Al-Bagarah,
Al- " Imran, An-Nisa', Al-Ma'idah, Al-An" am, Al-A’raf and Yunus. There are texts to this effect
reported from Ibn "~ Abbas and S id bin Jubayr. Sa'id said: "In them, Allah explains the
obligations, the Hudud (legal limits), stories and rulings." lbn "~ Abbas said, "He explains the
parables, stories and lessons." The second opinion is that they (the seven of the Mathani) are
Al-Fatihah, which is composed of seven Ayat. This was reported from " Ali, ~ Umar, lbn Mas ud
and lbn " Abbas. lbn " Abbas said: "The Bismillah, is completing seven Ayah, which Allah has
given exclusively to you (Muslims)." This is also the opinion of Ibrahim An-Nakha i, ~ Abdullah
bin * Umayr, Ibn Abi Mulaykah, Shahr bin Hawshab, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and Mujahid. Al-Bukhari,
may Allah have mercy on him, recorded two Hadiths on this topic. (The first) was recorded
from Abu Sa'id bin Al-Mu’ alla, who said: "The Prophet passed by me while | was praying. He
called out for me but | did not come until | finished my prayer. Then | came to him, and He

asked,
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(What stopped you from coming to me) | said, * | was praying'. He said,
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(O you who believe! Answer Allah (by obeying Him) and (His) Messenger when he calls you...)
)8:24(
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(Shall | not teach you the most magnificent Qurah before | leave the Masjid) Then the Prophet
went to leave the Masjid, and | reminded him, so he said,
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("Al-Hamdu Lillahi Rabbil-'Alamin )All praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that

exists()(1:2).
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(Thisis the seven of the Mathani and the Qur'an which | have been given.)" (The second Hadith)
was reported from Abu Hurayrah who said that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(Umm Al-Qur'an (the Mother or the Essence of the Qur'an,) is the seven Mathani, and the Grand
Quran ) This means that Al-Fatihah is the seven l\/lathanl and the Grand Qur'an, but this does
not contradict the statement that the seven Mathani are the seven long Surahs, because they
also share these attributes, as does the whole Qur'an. As Allah says,
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(Allah has sent down the best statement, a Book (this Qur'an), its parts resembling each other
in goodness and truth, oft-recited) (39:23). So it is oft-recited in one way, and its parts
resemble one another in another way, and thisis also the Grand Qur'an.
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(Look not with your eyes ambitiously at what We have given to certain classes of them) )20:
131( meaning, be content with the Grand Qur'an that Allah has given to you, and do not long

for the luxuries and transient delights that they have.
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(Look not with your eyes ambitiously) Al-* Awfi reported that Ibn * Abbas said: "He )in this Ayah(
forbade a man to wish for what his companion has."

(eie Bl 4 Gl L 1))

(at what We have given to certain classes of them,) Mujahid said: "Thisrefersto the rich."
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(89. And say (O Muhammad): "I am indeed a plain warner.") (90. As We have sent down on the
Mugtasimin (conspiring confederates),) (91. Who have made the Qur'an into parts.) (92. So, by
your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account.) (93. For all that they used to do.)

The Messenger is a Plain Warner

ARG )

(I am indeed a plain warner) coming to warn the people of a severe punishment that they will
suffer if they reject him, as happened to those nations before them who disbelieved in their
Messengers, upon whom Allah sent His punishment and vengeance. In the two Sahihs it is
reported from Abu Musa that the Prophet said:
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(The parable of myself and that with which Allah has sent me is that of a man who came to his
people and said, O people! | have seen the )invading( army with my own eyes, and | am a

Allah commanded His Prophet to tell the people:



naked warner, so escape, escape!' Some of his people obeyed him and set out at nightfall,
setting off at a slow pace and managing to escape. Cthers did not believe him and stayed
where they were until the next morning when the )invading( army overtook them and destroyed
them, wiping them out. This is the parable of the one who obeys me and follows what | have
brought, and the example of the one who disobeys me and rejects the truth that | have
brought.)

Explanation of "Al-Muqgtasimin

=)

(the Mugtasimin) refers to those who had made a pact to oppose, deny, and insult the
Prophets. Smilarly, Allah tells us about the people of Salih:
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(They said, "Swear to one another )Tagasamu( by Allah that we shall make a secret night attack
on him and his household") )27:49( i.e., they plotted to kill him at night. Mujahid said
"Tagasamu means they swore an oath."
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(And they swear by Allah with their strongest oaths, that Allah will not raise up one who

dies)(16:38).
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((It will be said): "Did you not before swear that you would not leave (the world for the
Hereafter)) (14:44)
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(Are they those, of whom you swore that Allah would never show them mercy))7:49( It is as if
they took an oath for every single thing that they denied in this world, so they are called the

(s OleDall Tslan o))



(Who have made the Qur'an into parts.) meaning, they have split up the Books that were
revealed to them, believing in parts of them and rejecting parts of them. Al-Bukhari reported
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(Who have made the Qur'an into parts.) "They are the People of the Book, who divided the
Book into parts, believing in some of it, and rejecting some of it." Some have said that Al-
Mutagasimin refers to the Quraysh, that the Qur'an means this Qur'an )as opposed to the
Scriptures of the People of the Book(, and that "made it into parts" referred to what ~ Ata' said
that some of them said that he (the Prophet ) was a sorcerer, some said he was crazy, or a
soothsayer. These various allegations were the parts. This opinion was also reported from Ad-
Dahhak and others. Muhammad bin Ishag reported from Ibn " Abbas that Al-Walid bin Al-
Mughirah - holding a noble position among the people - rallied a group of Quraysh behind him
when Al-Mawsim (the time for pilgrims to meet in Makkah for Hajj) had come. He said to them,
"O people of Quraysh! The time of Al-Mawsim has come, and delegations of Arabs will come to
you during this time. They will have heard some things about this companion of yours (meaning
the Prophet ), so agree on one opinion, let there be no contradicting or denials of each other's
sayings'. They said, "And you, O Abu "~ Abd Shams, give us an opinion and we will say that." He
said, "No, you make the suggestions and | will listen." They said, "We say he is a soothsayer." He
said, "He is not a soothsayer." They said, "We say he is crazy." He said, "He is not crazy." They
said, "We say he is a poet." He said, "He is not a poet." They said, "We say he is a sorcerer." He
said, "He is not a sorcerer.” They said, "So what should we say" He said, "By Allah, what he says
is as palatable )to the average person( as something sweet, so you cannot say anything against
it without it being obviously false. Therefore the most appropriate thing you can say is that he
isa sorcerer." So they left having agreed upon that, and Allah revealed concerning them:
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(Who have made the Qur'an into parts.) meaning, of different types, and

(sl sl Le - el Al :s\‘f(jjg)

(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to do)
Those were the group who said that about the Messenger of Allah ."
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(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to do.)
Abu Ja’ far reported from Ar-Rabi’ that Abu Al-" Aliyah said, "All the people will be asked about
two things on the Day of Resurrection: what they used to worship, and what their response was
to the Messengers." * Ali bin Abi Talhah repor- ted that Ibn * Abbas said,
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(So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to account. For all that they used to do.)
then he said:
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(So on that Day no question will be asked of man or Jinn as to his sin) (55:39). He said, "They

will not be asked, " Did you do such and such' Because Allah knows better than they do about
that. But He will say, * Why did you do such and such™
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(94. Therefore openly proclaim what you have been commanded, and turn away from the
idolators.) (95. Truly, We will suffice you against the mockers,) (96. Who make another god
along with Allah; but they will come to know.) (97. Indeed, We know that your breast becomes
tight because of what they say. ) (98. So glorify the praises of your Lord and be of those who
prostrate themselves (to Him).) (99. And worship your Lord until the certainty (i.e. death)
comesto you.)

The Command to proclaim the Truth openly

Allah commanded His Messenger to convey what He sent him with, to proclaim and spread the
Message, which means confronting the idolators with it. lIbn * Abbas said that the Ayah,
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(Therefore openly proclaim that what you have been commanded,) means, "Go ahead with it."
According to another report it means, (J=! L %) "Therefore proclaim that which you
commanded.” Mujahid said, "It is reciting the Qur'an aloud during prayer." Abu ° Ubaydah
reported that ~ Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, "The Prophet was still practicing and preaching Islam

secretly until this Ayah was revealed:
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(Therefore openly proclaim that which you are commanded) then he and his Companions came
out into the open.”



The Command to turn away from the Idolators, and the Guarantee
of Protection against the Mockers

Allah's statement,
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(and turn away from idolators. Truly, We will suffice you against the mockers.) meaning -
convey that which has been revealed to you by your Lord, and do not pay attention to the
idolators who want to turn you away from the signs of Allah.
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(They wish that you should compromise for them, so that they would compromise for you)
(68:9). Do not fear them because Allah will suffice you against them, and He will protect you
from them. Thisis like the Ayah:
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(O Messenger! Proclaim that which has been revealed to you from your Lord. And if you do not
do it, then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind.) )5:67(
Muhammad bin Ishaq said: "The great ones of the mockers were five people, who were elders
and noblemen among their people. From Bani Asad bin * Abd Al-" Uzza bin Qusayy there was Al-
Aswad bin Al-Muttalib Abu Zam™ ah. According to what | heard, the Messenger of Allah () had
supplicated against him because of the pain and mockery he had suffered at his hands. He had
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(O Allah, make him blind and take (the life of) his son.) From Bani Zahrah there was Al-Aswad
bin " Abd Yaghuth bin Wahb bin * Abd Manaf bin Zahrah. From Bani Makhzum there was Al-Walid
bin Al-Mughirah bin * Abdullah bin * Umar bin Makhzum. From Bani Sahm bin * Amr bin Husays
bin Ka' b bin Lu'ayy there was Al-" As bin Wa'il bin Hisham bin S id bin S&a' d. From Khuza™ ah
there was Al-Harith bin At-Talatilah bin ~ Amr bin Al-Harith bin ~ Abd * Amr bin Malkan. When
their evil went to extremes and their mockery of the Messenger of Allah went too far, Allah
revealed:
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(Therefore openly proclaim that which you are commanded, and turn away from the idolators.
Truly, We will suffice you against the mockers, who make another god along with Allah; but
they will come to know.) Ibn Ishaq said: Yazid bin Ruman told me that * Urwah bin Az-Zubayr or
one of the other scholars said that Jibril came to the Messenger of Allah when he was
performing Tawaf around the House (the Ka' bah). He stood and the Messenger of Allah stood
next to him. Al-Aswad lbn Al-Mutalib passed by, and he threw a green leaf in his face, and he
became blind. Al-Aswad bin * Abd Yaghuth passed by, and he pointed to his stomach, which
swelled up and he died (of dropsy). Al-Walid bin Al-Mughirah passed by, and he pointed at a
wound on lower of his ankle, which he got two years earlier when He once was trailing his
garment and he passed by a man who was feathering his arrows. One of the arrows got caught
in his garment and scratched his foot. It was an insignificant wound, but now it opened again
and he died of it. Al-" As bin Wa'il passed by, and he pointed to the instep of his foot. He (Al-
" As) set off on his donkey, heading for At-Ta'if. He rested by a thorny tree, a thorn pierced his

foot and he died from it. Al-Harith bin At-Talatilah passed by and he pointed at his head. It
filled with pus and killed him."
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(Who make another god along with Allah; but they will come to know.) This is a strong warning
and grave threat against those who have other deities along with Allah.

Encouragement to bear Difficulties, and the Command to glorify
and worship Allah until Death
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(Indeed, We know that your breast becomes tight because of what they say. So glorify the
praises of your Lord and be of those who prostrate themselves (to Him).) meaning * We know, O
Muhammad, that you are distressed by their insults towards you, but do not let that weaken
your resolve or cause you to give up conveying the Message of Allah. Put your trust in Him, for
He will suffice you and will support you against them. Keep yourself busy with remembering



Allah, praising Him, glorifying Him, and worshipping Him (which means Salah, or prayer)' Hence
Allah says:
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(So glorify the praises of your Lord and be of those who prostrate themselves (to Him)) Imam
Ahmad reported from Nu” aym bin Hammar that he heard the Messenger of Allah say:
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(Allah said, "O son of Adam! It is not too difficult for you to perform four Rak'at at the
beginning of the day, (and if you do them,) | will take care of you until the end of it.")
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(And worship your Lord until the certainty comes to you) (15: 99). Al-Bukhari said: "Salim said,
" (This means) death.™ This Salim is Salim bin * Abdullah bin * Umar. Ibn Jarir also recorded from

Salim bin ~ Abdullah,
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(And worship your Lord until the Yaqgin comes to you.) He said, "Death." It is reported in the
Sahih from Umm Al-" Ala- one of the women of the Ansar - that when the Messenger of Allah
entered upon " Uthman bin Maz un after he had died, Umm Al-" Ala' said, "May the mercy of
Allah be upon you, Abu As-S&’ ib. My testimony over you is that Allah has honored you." The

Messenger of Allah said,
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(How do you know that Allah has honored him) | said, "May my father and mother be sacrificed
for you, O Messenger of Allah! If not him, then who else" He said,
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(As far as he is concerned, the death has come to him, and | hope for good for him.) This is
evidence that the meaning of this Ayah,
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(And worship your Lord until the certainty comes to you.) is that acts of worship, such as
prayer and the like, are obligatory on man so long as his mind is sound, so he should pray
according to his best ability. It was reported in Sahih Al-Bukhari from " Imran bin Husayn that
the Messenger of Allah said:
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(Pray standing, and if you cannot, then sitting, and if you cannot, then on your side.) From this
we may understand that it is a mistake to interpret Yaqin (the certainty) as Ma’ rlfah ("spiritual
knowing") as some of the Qufis do. According to them, when one of them attains the level of
Ma’ rifah, they consider him to be free of these obligations. This is disbelief, misguidance and
ignorance. The Prophets - peace be upon them - and their companions, were the most
knowledgeable of people about Allah, about His rights, His attributes, and the glorification that
He deserves. But at the same time, they were the people who worshipped Him the most,
continuing in good deeds until the time they died. Therefore, what is meant by Yaqgin here is
death, as we have stated above. To Allah be praise and thanks. Praise be to Allah for His
guidance. It isto Him that we turn for help and it isin Him that we put our trust. He is the One
Whom we ask to help us to reach the best of circumstances, for He is the Most Generous and
Kind. Thisisthe end of the Tafsir of Qurat Al-Hijr. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists.

The Tafsir of Surat An-Nahl
(Chapter - 16)
Which was revealed in Makkah
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
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(1. The Event ordained by Allah has indeed come, so do not seek to hasten it. Glorified and
Exalted be He above all that they associate as partners with Him.)

Warning about the approach of the Hour



Allah is informing about the approach of the Hour in the past tense )in Arabic( in order to
confirm that it will undoubtedly come to pass. This is like the following Ayat, in which the
verbs appear in the past tense in Arabic:
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(Mankind's reckoning has drawn near them, while they turn away in heedlessness.))21:1(

(sl il dc Ll oy 38)

(The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft.) )54:1(
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(so do not seek to hasten it.) means, what was far is now near, so do not try to rush it. As Allah
said,
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(And they ask you to hasten the torment (for them), and had it not been for a term appointed,
the torment would certainly have come to them. And surely, it will come upon them suddenly
while they are unaware! They ask you to hasten on the torment. And verily! Hell, of a surety,

will encompass the disbelievers) (29:53-54). Ibn Abi Hatim reported from " Ugbah bin ~ Amir
that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(When the Hour approaches, a black cloud resembling a shield will emerge upon from the west.
It will continue rising in the sky, then a voice will call out, * O mankind!' The people will say to
one another, " Did you hear that' Some will say, " yes, but others will doubt it. Then a second
call will come, O mankind!" The people will say to one another, " Did you hear that' And they
will say, " Yes." Then a third call will come, ~ O mankind!" The Event ordained by Allah has
indeed come, so do not seek to hasten it.”) The Messenger of Allah said:
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(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, two men will spread out a cloth, but will never refold it;
a man will prepare his trough, but will never water his animals from it; and a man will milk his
camel, but will never drink the milk." Then he said, "The people will be distracted.") Then Allah
tells us that He is free from their allegations of partnersto their worship of idols, and making
equals for Him. Glorified and exalted be He far above that. These are the people who deny the

Hour, so He says:
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(Glorified and Exalted be He above all that they associate as partners with Him. )

8 G e el e 0 ALY T3
(s Uy a) v A1 ,580 ol sale 0

(2. He sends down the angels with the Ruh (revelation) of His command to those servants of His
whom He wills (saying): "Warn mankind that none has the right to be worshipped but I, so have
Taqwa of Me.")




Allah sends Whomever He wills with the Message of Tawhid
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(He sends down the angels with the Ruh) refersto the revelation. Thisis like the Ayat:
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(And thus We have sent to you a Ruh (revelation) by Our command. You knew not what isthe
Book, nor what is the faith. But We have made it a light by which We guide whomever We will

among Our servants.) )43:52(
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(to those servants of His whom He wills) meaning the Prophets, as Allah says:
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(Allah best knows where to place His Message.) )6:124(
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(Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from men.) )22:75(
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(He sends the Ruh (revelation) by His command to whoever among His servants He wills to, that
he may warn of the Day of Meeting. The Day when they will (all) come out, nothing about them



will be hidden from Allah. Whose is the kingdom this Day: It is Allah's, the One, the
Irresistible!) (40:15-16)
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((saying): "Warn...") meaning that they should alert them.
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(that none has the right to be worshipped but |, so have Tagwa of Me.) means, " fear My
punishment, if you go against My commands and worship anything other than Me.'
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(8. He has created the heavens and the earth with truth. High is He, Exalted above all that
they associate as partners with Him.) (4. He has created man from a Nutfah, then behold, this
same (man) becomes an open opponent.)

Allah is the One Who has created the Heavens, the Earth, and Man

Allah tells us about His creation of the upper realm, which isthe heavens, and the lower realm,
which is the earth, and everything in them. They have been created for a true purpose, not in
vain, so that
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(He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done (i.e. punish them in Hell),
and reward those who do good, with what is best (i.e. Paradise).) )53:31( Then He declares
Himself to be above the Shirk of those who worship others besides Him. He is independent of
His creation, alone with no partner or associate. For this reason He deserves to be worshipped
Alone, without partners. Then He mentions how man has been created from a Nutfah, i.e.,
something that is insignificant, weak and has no value - but when man becomes independent
and is able to fend for himself - then he begins to dispute with his Lord, may He be exalted,
and disbelieves in Him and fights His Messengers. But man was created to be a servant, not an
opponent, as Allah says:
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(And it is He Who has created man from water, and gave him descendants, and made Him
kindred by marriage, and your Lord is capable (of all things). And they worship besides Allah,

that which can neither profit them nor harm them; and the disbeliever is ever a helper (of
Shaytan) against his Lord) (25: 54-55). And;
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(Does not man see that We have created him from Nutfah. Yet, behold he stands as an open
opponent. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who will
give life to these bones after they are rotten and have become dust" Say: "He will give life to
them Who created them the first time! And He is the knower of every creature!") (36:77-79).
Imam Ahmad and Ibn Majah reported that Busr bin Jahhash said: "The Messenger of Allah spat
in his palm, then he said,
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(Allah, may He be exalted, says: "O son of Adam, how could you be more powerful than | when
| have created you from something like this, and when | have fashioned you perfectly and made



you complete, you walk wearing your two garments and the earth makes a sound (beneath your
feet). You collect money but do not give anything to anyone, then when the soul of a dying
person reaches the throat, you say, " | want to give in charity', but it istoo late for charity.")
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(5. And the cattle, He has created them for you; in them there is warmth (warm clothing), and
numerous benefits, and you eat from them.) (6. And there is beauty in them for you, when you
bring them home in the evening, and as you lead them forth to pasture (in the morning).) (7.
And they carry your loads to a land that you could not reach yourselves except with great
trouble. Truly, your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.)

The Cattle are part of the Creation of Allah and a Blessing from Him
Allah reminds His servants of the blessing in His creation of An” am, this term includes camels,
cows and sheep, as was explained in detail in Surat Al-An"am where the "eight pairs" are
mentioned. The blessings include the benefits derived from their wool and hair, from which

clothes and furnishings are made, from their milk which is drunk, and their young which are
eaten. Their beauty is a kind of adornment, thus Allah says,
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(And there is beauty in them for you, when you bring them home in the evening.) which is

when they are brought back from the pasture in the evening. This is a reference to how their
flanks become fat, their udders fill with milk and their humps become bigger.
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(and as you lead them forth to pasture (in the morning).) meaning when you send them out to

the pasture in the morning.
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(And they carry your loads) meaning the heavy burdens that you cannot move or carry by
yourselves
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(to aland that you could not reach except with great trouble to yourselves) meaning journeys
for Hajj, “ Umrah, military campaigns, and journeys for the purpose of trading, and so on. They
use these animals for all kinds of purposes, for riding and for carrying loads, as Allah says:
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(And verily, there is indeed a lesson for you in the An'am (cattle). We give you to drink (milk)
of that which is in their bellies. And there are numerous (other) benefits in them for you. Of
them you eat, and on them and on ships you are carried.) (23:21-22)
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(Allah, it is He Who has made cattle for you, so that some you may ride, and some you may
eat. And you find (many other) benefits in them; you may reach by their means a desire that is

in your breasts (i.e. carry your goods, loads), and on them and on ships you are carried. And He
shows you His Ayat. Which, then of the Ayat of Allah do you deny) (40:79-81). Thus here Allah

says, after enumerating these blessings,
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(Truly, your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.) meaning, your Lord is the One Who has
subjugated the An” am (cattle) to you. Thisislike the Ayat:
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(Do they not see, that of what Our Hands have created, We created the An'am (cattle) for
them, so that they may own them, and We subdued them so that they may ride some and they
may eat some.)(36:71-72).
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(And He made mounts for you out of ships and cattle. In order that you may ride on their
backs, and may then remember the favor of your Lord when you mount upon them, and say:

"Glory be to the One Who subjected thisto us, and we could never have it (by our efforts). And
verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return!") (43:12-14) lbn * Abbas said,
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(In them there is warmth) refers to clothing;
(and numerous benefits) refers to the ways in which they derive the benefits of food and drink
from them.”
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(8. And (He has created) horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride, and as an adornment. And
He creates (other) things of which you have no knowledge.)

Thisrefersto another category of animals that Allah has created as
a blessing for His servants; horses, mules and donkeys, all of which
He made for riding and adornment.

This is the main purpose for which these animals were created. It was reported in the Two
Sahihs that Jabir bin ~ Abdullah said: "The Messenger of Allah forbade us to eat the meat of



domestic donkeys, but he allowed us to eat the meat of horses." Imam Ahmad and Abu Dawud
reported with two chains of narration, each of which meet the conditions of Muslim, that Jabir
said: "On the day of Khaybar we slaughtered horses, mules and donkeys. The Messenger of Allah
forbade us from eating the mules and donkeys, but he did not forbid us from eating the
horses." According to Sahih Muslim, Asma’ bint Abi Bakr (may Allah be pleased with them both)
said: "At the time of the Messenger of Allah we slaughtered a horse and ate it when we were in
Al-Madinah."
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(9. And it is up to Allah to show the right way. But there are ways that stray. And had He
willed, He would have guided you all.)

Explanation of the Different Religious Paths
When Allah mentioned the animals which may be used for the purpose of physical journeys, He

also referred to the moral, religious routes that people may follow. Often in the Qur'an there is
a shift from physical or tangible things to beneficial spiritual and religious matters, as when

Allah says,
(el AT s a1 63 35)

(And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best provision is Tagwa (piety,
righteousness).) )2:197( And,
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(O Children of Adam! We have granted clothing for you to cover yourselves, as well as for
adornment; but the raiment of righteousness, that is better.) )7:26( Snce Allah mentioned
cattle and other such animals in this Surah, all of which are ridden or can be used in any way
necessary, carrying people's necessities for them to distant places and on difficult journeys -
then He mentions the ways which people follow to try to reach Him, and explains that the right
way isthe one that does reach Him. He says:

(Sl Xad 4Tl e 7)

(And it isup to Allah to show the right way.) Thisislike the Ayat,
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(And verily, thisis My straight path, so follow it, and do not follow the (other) paths, for they
will separate you away from His path.) )6:153( and,

W g0 8@ - - - - - ps
((Allah) said: "Thisisthe way which will lead straight to Me.") (15:41)
(D) Bad all) 127

(And it isup to Allah to show the right way.) Mujahid said: "The true way is up to Allah.”

(Sl Bad Al L)

(And it is up to Allah to show the right way.) Al-" Awfi said that Ibn ~ Abbas said: "It is up to
Allah to clarify, to explain the guidance and misguidance." This was also reported by " Ali bin
Abi Talhah, and was also the opinion of Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak. Hence Allah said:

(’g ;T - 1/ Q - )
(But there are ways that stray.) meaning they deviate from the truth. Ibn * Abbas and others
said: "These are the different ways," and various opinions and whims, such as Judaism,

Christianity and Zoroastrianism. lbn Mas' ud recited it as (X% ") "But among you are those
who stray. " Then Allah tells usthat all of that happens by His will and decree. He says:

(SESENIPNCARRIAPY

(And had He willed, He would have guided you all.) And Allah says:
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(If your Lord had willed, then all who are in the earth would have believed.) )10:99(
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(And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely, have made humanity one Ummah, but they
will not stop disagreeing. Except those for whom your Lord has granted mercy. And it is for this

that He did create them; and the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled (i.e. His saying): "Surely,
| shall fill Hell with Jinn and men all together.”) (11:118-119).
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(10. He it is Who sends water down from the sky; from it you drink and from it (grows) the
vegetation on which you send your cattle to pasture. ) (11. With it He causes crops to grow for

you, the olives, the date palms, the grapes, and every kind of fruit. Verily, in this there is
indeed an evident proof and a manifest sign for people who give thought.)

The Blessings of Rain, and explaining how it is one of the Signs
When Allah mentions the blessings of cattle and other animals that He has granted mankind, He

then mentions how He has blessed them by sending rain down from the sky above, which has
been fulfilling the needs and bringing joy to people and their cattle. Allah says:

(2 i o)

(from it you drink) meaning, He made it fresh and pure so that they can drink it, not salty and
undrinkable.

(0208 48 s ey



(and from it (grows) the vegetation on which you send your cattle to pasture.) meaning, from it
He raised plants on which your cattle graze. Ibn " Abbas, " Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and Ibn
Zayd, all said that thisrefersto grazing animals including camels.
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(With it He causes crops to grow for you, olives, date palms, grapes, and every kind of fruit.)

meaning, with this one kind of water, He makes the earth sprout plants with different tastes,
colors, scents and shapes. For thisreason He says,
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(Verily, in this there is indeed an evident proof and a manifest sign for people who give
thought.) meaning, thisisa sign and a proof that there is no god besides Allah, as He says:
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(Is not He (better than your gods) Who created the heavens and the earth, and sends water
down for you from the sky, from which We cause wonderful gardens full of beauty and delight

to grow You are not able to cause the growth of their trees. Is there any ilah (god) with Allah
Nay, but they are a people who make equals (to Him)!) (27:60).
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(12. And He has subjected the night and the day for you, and the sun and the moon; and the
stars are subjected by His command. Surely, in this are proofs for people who understand.) (13.

And all He has created of varying colors on the earth for you. Verily, in thisis a sign for people
who reflect.)




Signs in the Subjection of Night and Day, the Sun and the Moon, and

in that which grows on Earth
Allah mentions the mighty signs and immense blessings to be found in His subjection of night
and day, which follow one another; the sun and moon, which revolve; the stars, both fixed and
moving through the skies, offering light by which people may find their way in the darkness.
Each of (these heavenly bodies) travels in its own orbit, which Allah has ordained for it, and

travelsin the manner prescribed for it, without deviating in any way. All of them are under His
subjugation, His control and His decree, as Allah says:
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(Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in Sx Days, and then He
rose (Istawa) over the Throne. He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly,

and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars (all) subjected to His command. Surely, His is
the creation and commandment. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all that exists!) (7:54) Thus Allah

says;
(05l o5l ¥ clly 8 )

(Surely, in this are proofs for people who understand.) meaning, they are indications of His
immense power and might, for those who think about Allah and understand His signs.
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(And whatsoever He has created of varying colors on the earth for you. ) When Allah points out
the features of the skies, He also points out the wondrous things that He has created on earth,

the variety of its animals, minerals, plants and inanimate features, all having different colors
and shapes, benefits and qualities.
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(Verily, in thisis a sign for people who reflect.) meaning (those who remember) the blessings
of Allah and give thanksto Him for them.
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(14. And He it is Who subjected the sea (to you), that you may eat from the fresh tender meat,
and that you bring forth out of it ornamentsto wear. And you see the ships plowing through it,
that you may seek from His bounty and that you may perhaps be grateful.) (15. And He has
driven firm standing mountains into the earth, lest it should shake with you; and rivers and
roads, that you may guide yourselves. (16. And (by the) landmarks; and by the stars, they guide
themselves.) (17. Is then He Who creates the same as one who creates, not Will you not then
reflect) (18. And if you would try to count the favors of Allah, you would never be able to
count them. Truly, Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.)

\

Signs in the Oceans, Mountains, Rivers, Roads and Stars

Allah tells us how He has subjected the seas, with their waves lapping the shores, and how He
blesses His servants by subjecting the seas for them so that they may travel on them, and by
putting fish and whales in them, by making their flesh permissible to eat - whether they are
caught alive or dead - at all times, including when people are in a state of lhram. He has
created pearls and precious jewels in the oceans, and made it easy for His servants to recover
ornaments that they can wear from the ocean floor. He made the sea such that it carries the
ships which plow through it. He is the One Who taught mankind to make ships, which is the
inheritance of their forefather Nuh. He was the first one to travel by ship, he was taught how
to make them, then people took this knowledge from him and passed it down from generation
to generation through the centuries, so that they could travel from country to country and
from place to place, bringing goods from here to there and from there to here. Thus Allah says:

(bj,« osi 0 ¥~ :5 / /So L% u,q 1 £ 404 :5)

(that you may seek from His bounty and that you may perhaps be grateful.) - for His bounty and
blessings. Then Allah mentions the earth and how He placed in it mountains standing firm,



which make it stable and keep it from shaking in such a manner that the creatures dwelling on

it would not be able to live. Hence Allah says,
(L=l Jladl’y)

(And the mountains He has fixed firmly.) (79: 32).

(S5 Tedl)
(and rivers and roads) meaning He has made rivers which flow from one place to another,
bringing provision for His servants. The rivers arise in one place, and bring provision to people
living in another place. They flow through lands and fields and wildernesses, through mountains
and hills, until they reach the land whose people they are meant to benefit. They meander
across the land, left and right, north and south, east and west - rivers great and small - flowing
sometimes and ceasing sometimes, flowing from their sources to the places where the water
gathers, flowing rapidly or moving slowly, as decreed by Allah. There is no god besides Him and

no Lord except Him. He also made roads or routes along which people travel from one land or
city to another, and He even made gaps in the mountains so that there would be routes

between them, as He says:
i\}} YA/. - . <
(Sl Lalad Led Ulaa )

(And We placed broad highways for them to pass through.) )21:31(
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(And landmarks) meaning, signs like great mountains and small hills, and so on, things that land
and sea travelers use to find their way if they get lost.

(s pb 22U

(and by the stars (during the night), they (mankind) guide themselves.) meaning, in the
darkness of the night. This was the opinion of Ibn " Abbas.

Worship is Allah's Right

Then Allah tells us of His greatness, and that worship should be directed to Him alone, not to
any of the idols which do not create but are rather themselves created. Thus He says

(L5835 2l 313 Y a8 (3185 ]



(Is then He, Who creates, the same as one who does not create Will you not then
reflect)(16:17). Then He shows His servants some of the many blessings He granted for them,
and the many kinds of things that He has done for them. He says;
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(And if you would try to count the favors of Allah, you would never be able to count them.
Truly, Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (16:18) meaning that He pardons and forgives them. If
He were to ask you to thank Him for all of His blessings, you would not be able to do so, and if
He were to command you to do so, you would be incapable of it. If He punishes you, He is
never unjust in His punishment, but He is Forgiving and Most Merciful, He forgives much and
rewards for little. Ibn Jarir said: "It means that Allah is Forgiving when you fail to thank Him
properly, if you repent and turn to Him in obedience, and strive to do that which pleases Him.
He is Merciful to you and does not punish you if you turn to Him and repent."”
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(19. And Allah knows what you conceal and what you reveal.) (20. Those whom they invoke
besides Allah have not created anything, but are themselves created.) (21. (They are) dead,
not alive; and they do not know when they will be resurrected.) Allah tells us that He knows
what is hidden in people's hearts as well as what is apparent. He will reward or punish

everyone for their deeds on the Day of Resurrection. If their deeds are good then they will be
rewarded, and if their deeds are evil, then they will be punished.

The gods of the Idolators are Created, they do not create

Then Allah tells us that the idols which people call on instead of Him cannot create anything,
they are themselves created, as Al-Khalil (Ibrahim) said:

Ly B AT - o L o )
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("Do you worship that which you (yourselves) carve While Allah has created you and what you
make!") (37:-96).
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((They are) dead, not alive) means, they are inanimate and lifeless, they do not hear, see, or
think.
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(and they know not when they will be resurrected.) meaning, they do not know when the Hour

will come, so how can anyone hope for any benefit or reward from these idols They should
hope for it from the One Who knows all things and is the Creator of all things.

AL el ¥ oppala i 4 ;,s@J\)
m\useﬁy O K by S o) Sl
«.-w;aYlei&éu;mﬁu}la

(oSl

(22. Your god is one God. But for those who believe not in the Hereafter, their hearts are in
denial, and they are proud.) (23. Certainly, Allah knows what they conceal and what they
reveal. Truly, He does not like the proud.)

None isto be worshipped except Allah

Allah tells us that there is none to be worshipped besides Him, the One, the Unique, the Lone,
the Self-Qufficient. He tells us that the hearts of the disbelievers deny that and are astonished
by that:

Clad 5L 13h 3 Taay Gl a9 Jaal)

("Has he made the gods (all) into One God! Verily, thisis a curiousthing!") (38:5).
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(And when Allah alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who do not believe in the Hereafter
are filled with disgust, and when those besides Him are mentioned, behold, they rejoice!)

(39:45).
(D5 Kol 2h )

(and they are proud) meaning they are too proud to worship Allah, and their hearts reject the
idea of singling Him out, as Allah says:
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(Verily! Those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!) )40:60( So here,
Allah says;
(Certainly), meaning truly,
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(Allah knows what they conceal and what they reveal.) meaning He will requite them for that

in full.
- a0 8 & 2 g
(Truly, He does not like the proud.)
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(24. And when it is said to them: "What isit that your Lord has revealed" They say: "Tales of the
men of old!") (25. They will bear their own burdens in full on the Day of Resurrection, and also

the burdens of those whom they misled without knowledge. Evil indeed is that which they shall
bear!)

The Destruction of the Disbelievers and Intensification of their
Punishment for rejecting the Revelation

(151 (,SJJ J 3 13%)

("What isit that your Lord has revealed" They say,) not wanting to answer,

(Cad5sY) el

("Tales of the men of old!") meaning nothing is revealed to him, what he isreciting to us is just
tales of the men of old, taken from the previous Books. As Allah says,
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(And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he has written down, and they are dictated to him

morning and afternoon."”) (25:5) i.e., they tell lies against the Messenger and say things
contradicting one another, but all of it isfalse, as Allah says,
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(Look at the parables they make of you, so they have gone astray, and they are not able to find
the right way.)(17:48) Once they have gone beyond the bounds of the truth, whatever they say
will be in error. They used to say that he (the Prophet ) was a sorcerer, a poet, a soothsayer,
or a madman, then they settled on an idea proposed by their leader, an individual known as Al-
Walid bin Al-Mughirah Al-Makhzumi, when:

Allah informs us that when it is said to those liars,
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(He thought, and plotted. So let him be cursed, how he plotted! And once more let him be

cursed, how he plotted! Then he thought. Then he frowned and he looked in a bad tempered

way; then he turned back, and was proud. Then he said: "This is nothing but the magic of old.")

(74:18-24) meaning something that had been transmitted and passed down. So they dispersed
having agreed on this opinion, may Allah punish them.

suﬁjmﬂ\“’&\sw\ UA;;A)

(ple )i“‘”u-’

(They will bear their own burdens in full on the Day of Resurrection, and also of the burdens of
those whom they misled without knowledge.) meaning, * We decreed that they would say that,
so they will carry the burden of their own sins and some of the burden of those who followed
them and agreed with them,'i.e., they will be held guilty not only for going astray themselves,
but also for tempting others and having them follow them. Asit saysin a Hadith:
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(Whoever invites people to guidance, he will receive a reward like that of those who follow
him, without diminishing their reward in the least. And whoever invites people to misguidance,
he will bear a burden of sin like that of those who follow him, without diminishing their burden
in the least.) Allah says;
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(They shall bear their own loads, and other loads besides their own; and they shall be
questioned about their false allegations on the Day of Resurrection.) (29:13) Al-" Awfi reported
from lbn " Abbas that it is like the Ayah:
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(That they may bear their own burdens in full on the Day of Resurrection, and also of the
burdens of those whom they misled without knowledge.) (16:25) Allah says,
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(They shall bear their own loads, and other loads besides their own) (29:13). Mujahid said:

"They will bear the burden of their own sins, and they will bear the sins of those who obeyed
them, but that will not lessen the punishment of those who obeyed them at all.”
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(26. Those before them indeed plotted, but Allah struck at the foundation of their building, the
roof fell down upon them from above them, and the torment overtook them from directions
they did not perceive.) (27. Then, on the Day of Resurrection, He will disgrace them and will
say: "Where are My (so-called) partners, those over which you caused so much discord" Those

who have been given the knowledge will say: "Indeed it is a Day of disgrace and misery for the
disbelievers.")

Discussion about what the previous Peoples did, and what was done
to Them

(e O ) S 38)

(Those before them indeed plotted,) Al-° Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said: "This refers to
Namrud (Nimrod), who built the tower." Others said that it refers to Bukhtanassar



(Nebuchadnezzar). The correct view isthat thisis said by way of example, to refute what was
done by those who disbelieved in Allah and associated others in worship with Him. As Nuh said,

(TS TR 15 5%5)

("And they have hatched a mighty scheme.") (71:22) meaning, they used all sorts of ploys to
misguide their people, and tempted them to join them in their Shirk via all possible means. On
the Day of Resurrection their followers will say to them:

("Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day, when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and

set up rivalsto Him!") (34:33)
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(but Allah struck at the foundation of their building.) meaning, He uprooted it and brought
their effortsto naught. Thisis like the Ayah:
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(Every time they kindled the fire of war, Allah extinguished it.) )5:64( and
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(But Allah's (torment) reached them from a place where they were not expecting it, and He
cast terror into their hearts so that they destroyed their own dwellings with their own hands
and the hands of the believers. So then take admonition, O you with eyes (to see).) )59:2( Allah
says here:
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(but Allah struck at the foundation of their building, and then the roof fell down upon them,
from above them, and the torment overtook them from directions they did not perceive. Then,
on the Day of Resurrection, He will disgrace them) )16:26-27( meaning, He will expose their
scandalous deeds and what they used to hide in their hearts, and He will bring it out in the

(Al 1 2T)

(The Day when all the secrets will be (exposed and) examined. ) (86:9) They will be displayed
and made known, as found in the Two Sahihs, where lbn * Umar reported that the Messenger of
Allah said:
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(On the Day of Resurrection a banner will be set up by his backside for every deceitful person,
(whose size is) in accordance with the amount of his deceit. It be said, "This is the one who
deceived so-and-so, the son of so-and-so0.") Thus, what they used to plot in secret will be made
public. Allah will humiliate them before all of His creation, and the Lord will say to them, in
rebuke and reprimand;
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(Where are My (so-called) partners, those over which you caused so much discord) meaning,
you fought and made enemies for their sake, so where are they now to help and save you

- 2 Go” O F 0 Bg 2 8 © O 8-
(O el sl 280 5 jaty (Ja)
(Can they help you or (even) help themselves) )26:93(
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(Then will (man) have no power, nor any helper.) )86:10( When evidence and proof is

established against them, and the Word (of Allah) is justified against them, and they will be
unable to give any excuse, realizing that escape isimpossible, then
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(Those who have been given the knowledge will say) who are the leaders in this world and the
Hereafter and who know about the truth in this world and the Hereafter - will say,
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(Indeed it is a Day of disgrace and misery for the disbelievers.) meaning, today those who

disbelieved in Allah and worshipped others who have no power either to benefit or to harm
them are now surrounded by disgrace and punishment.
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(28. Those whose lives the angels take while they are doing wrong to themselves. Then, they
will (falsely) submit (saying): "We did not do any evil." (The angels will reply): "Yes! Truly, Allah
is Most Knowing of what you did.") (29. "S enter the gates of Hell, to abide therein, and
indeed, what an evil abode there isfor the arrogant.")

The Condition of the Disbeliever during and after Death

Allah informs us of the state of the idolators who are doing wrong to themselves when death

approaches and the angels come to seize their evil souls.
(AL VsalE)

(Then, they will (falsely) submit) meaning, they will make it appear as if they used to listen

and obey by saying,
2 . Sa- 0 £ (@ -

(We did not do any evil.) Smilarly, on the Day of Resurrection, they will say,

(CrS e B8 L sy, 4101)



(By Allah, our Lord, we were not idolators.) )6:23(
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(On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all together; then they will swear to Him as they
swear to you.) )58:18( Allah says, rejecting what they say,
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("Yes! Truly, Allah is Most Knowing of what you did. So enter the gates of Hell, to abide
therein, and indeed, what an evil abode there is for the arrogant.") (16:28-29), meaning, a
miserable position in the abode of humiliation for those who were too arrogant to pay atten-
tion to the signs of Allah and follow His Messengers. They will enter Hell from the day they die
with their souls, and their bodies will feel the heat and hot winds of their graves. When the
Day of Resurrec- tion comes, their souls will be reunited with their bodies, to abide forever in
the fire of Hell, and

y;;é:\./cusmyjyjmﬂ?g_\lc /'”Y)
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(It will not be complete enough to kill them nor shall its torment be lightened for them.)
(35:36) As Allah says,
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(The Fire, they are exposed to it morning and afternoon. And on the Day when the Hour will be
established (it will be said to the angels): "Cause Fir'awn's people to enter the severest
torment!") (40:46).
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(80. And (when) it is said to those who had Tagwa (piety and righteousness), "What is it that
your Lord has revealed" They say: "That which is good." For those who do good in this world,
there is good, and the home of the Hereafter will be better. And excellent indeed will be the
home (i.e. Paradise) of those who have Tagwa.) (31. ~Adn (Eden) Paradise (Gardens of
Eternity) which they will enter, under which rivers flow, in it they will have all that they wish.
Thus Allah rewards those who have Tagwa.) (32. Those whose lives the angels take while they

are in a pious state saying (to them) "Salamun ~ Alaikum (peace be on you!). Enter Paradise
because of what (good) you used to do (in the world).")

What the Pious say about the Revelation, their Reward and their
Condition during and after Death

Here we are told about the blessed, as opposed to the doomed, who, when they are asked,

(255 Ul 12
(What is it that your Lord has revealed) they will reluctantly answer, "He did not reveal
anything, these are just the fables of old." But the blessed, on the other hand, will say, "That
which is good," meaning - He revealed something good, meaning mercy and blessings for those

who followed it and believed in it. Then we are told about Allah's promise to His servants which
He revealed to His Messengers. He says:

(“ Ata J]\ oJA & jm‘ u.mﬁ)

(For those who do good in thisworld, there is good) Thisis like the Ayah,
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(Whoever works righteousness - whether male or female - while being a true believer verily, to
him We will give a good life, and We shall certainly reward them in proportion to the best of
what they used to do.) (16:97), which means that whoever does good in this world, Allah will
reward him for his good deeds in this world and in the next. Then we are told that the home of
the Hereafter will be better, i.e., better than the life of this world, and that the reward in the
Hereafter will be more complete than the reward in thislife, as Allah says,
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(But those who were given (religious) knowledge said: "Woe to you! The reward of Allah (in the

Hereafter) is better) )28:80( and,
(J\jfﬂi”” Aﬁ\ JJ.C\.AJ)

(and what is with Allah for the righteousis better.) )3:198( and;
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(Although the Hereafter is better and enduring) (87:17). Allah said to His Messenger :

(Y Oe A 7 3DA0)

(And indeed the Hereafter is better for you than the present) (93:4). Then Allah describes the

abode of the Hereafter, saying,
0'#}
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(And excellent indeed will be the home (i.e. Paradise) of those who have Tagwa.)
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(" Adn (Eden) Paradise (Gardens of Eternity)) refers to the home of the Muttaqun, i.e., in the
Hereafter they will have Gardens of Eternity in which they will dwell forever.
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(under which rivers flow) meaning, between its trees and palaces.
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(in'it (there will be) all that souls could desire, and all that eyes could delight in, and in it you

will live forever.) )43:71(
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(Thus Allah rewards those who have Tagwa.) meaning, this is how Allah rewards everyone who
believes in Him, fears Him, and does good deeds. Then Allah tells us about their condition
when death approaches them in a good state, i.e., free from Shirk, impurity and all evil. The
angels greet them and give them the good news of Paradise, as Allah says:
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(Verily, those who say: "Cur Lord is Allah (alone)," and then behave righteously, on them the
angels will descend (at the time of their death) (saying): "Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the
good news of Paradise as you have been promised! We have been your friends in the life of this
world and are (so) in the Hereafter. In it you shall have (all) that your souls desire, and in it
you shall have (all) that you ask for. An entertainment from (Allah), the Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.")(41:30:32) We have already referred to the Hadiths that have been reported on the
taking of the soul of the believer and the soul of the disbeliever, when we discussed the Ayah,



uA cudll )szu gl cpd Al L_u.u)

4

waldall A0 (Leats 5,83 4 \_}3“35\ 's il
. Joars 305 uﬁj

(Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world (i.e. they
will keep on worshipping Allah Alone and none else), and in the Hereafter. And Allah will cause
the wrongdoersto stray, and Allah does as He wills.) (14:27)
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(33. Are they but waiting for the angels to come to them, or there comes the command of your
Lord Thus did those before them. And Allah did not wrong them, but they were wronging
themselves.) (34. Then, they were afflicted by their evil deeds, and they were surrounded by
that which they used to mock.)

The Disbelievers' Refrain from Faith means that They were simply
awaiting Punishment

Threatening the idolators for their persistence in falsehood and their conceited delusions about
thisworld, Allah says: Are these people waiting only for the angels to come and take their souls

Qatadah said:
(4, 50 ()

/.~

(Or there comes the command of your Lord) means the Day of Resurrection and the terror that

they will go through.”
(peld (e Cpal) Jad GlIX)

(Thus did those before them.) means, thus did their predecessors and those who were like
them among the idolators persist in their Shirk, until they tasted the wrath of Allah and
experienced the punishment and torment that they suffered.
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(And Allah did not wrong them.) because by sending His Messengers and revealing His Books He
gave them enough warning and clearly demonstrated His proofsto them.

(b }/./o}/ﬁ“‘y\susjj)

(but they were wronging themselves.) meaning, by opposing the Messengers and denying what

they brought. For this reason Allah's punishment tormented them.
(eﬁe dléj)

(they were surrounded) meaning, they were overwhelmed by the painful torment.

(Ose et 42158 L)

(by that which they used to mock.) meaning, they used to make fun of the Messengers when
they warned them Allah's punishment, and for this it will be said to them on the Day of
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(85. And those who worshipped others with Allah said: "If Allah had so willed, neither we nor
our fathers would have worshipped any but Him nor would we have forbidden anything without
(a command from) Him." Those before them did the same. Then! Are the Messengers charged
with anything but to clearly convey the Message) (36. And We have indeed sent a Messenger to
every Ummah (community, nation) (saying): "Worship Allah (Alone), and shun the Taghut (all
false deities). " Then among them were some whom Allah guided, and among them were some
who deserved to be left to stray. So travel through the land and see the end of those who

denied (the truth).) (37. )Even( if you desire that they be guided, then verily, Allah does not
guide those whom He allowed to stray, and they will have no helpers.)

The Idolators Argument that their Shirk was Divinely decreed, and
the Refutation of this Claim

Allah tells us about the idolators delusion over their Shirk, and the excuse they claimed for it
based on the idea that it is ordained by divine decree. He says:
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((They say:) "If Allah had so willed, neither we nor our fathers would have worshipped any but
Him, nor would we have forbidden anything without (a command from) Him.") They had
superstitious customs dealing with certain animals, e.g. the Bahirah the Sibah and the Wasilah
and other things that they had invented and innovated by themselves, with no revealed
authority. The essence of what they said was: "If Allah hated what we did, He would have
stopped by punishing us, and He would not have enabled us to do it." Rejecting their confusing

(Oad) AL 9) (K55 e Ugd)

(Are the Messengers charged with anything but to clearly convey the Message) meaning, the
matter is not as you claim. It is not the case that Allah did not rebuke your behavior; rather,
He did rebuke you, and in the strongest possible terms, and He emphatically forbade you from
such behavior. To every nation - that is, to every generation, to every community of people -
He sent a Messenger. All of the Messengers called their people to worship Allah (Alone) as well
as forbidding them from worshipping anything or anybody except for Him.

(C s dal) 1 gy ) 1531 )



(Worship Allah (Alone), and shun the Taghut (all false deities).) Allah continued sending
Messengers to mankind with this Message, from the first incidence of Shirk that appeared
among the Children of Adam, in the people to whom Nuh was sent - the first Messenger sent by
Allah to the people of this earth - until He sent the final Messenger, Muhammad , whose call
was addressed to both men and Jinn, in the east and in the west. All of the Messengers brought
the same Message, as Allah says:
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(And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad) but We revealed to him
(saying): None has the right to be worshipped but | (Allah), so worship Me (alone and none
else).") (21:25)
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(And ask (O Muhammad) those Messengers of Ours whom We sent before you: "Did We ever

appointed to be worshipped besides the Most Gracious (Allah)") (43:45) And in this Ayah, Allah
says:
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(And We have indeed sent a Messenger to every Ummah (community, nation) (saying): "Worship
Allah (alone), and shun the Taghut (all false deities).") So how could any of the idolators say,

° ‘& o ~~ -~ 8 “ ("% ©
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(If Allah had so willed, we would not have worshipped any but Him,) The legislative will of
Allah is clear and cannot be taken as an excuse by them, because He had forbidden them to do
that upon the tongue of His Messengers, but by His universal will )i.e., by which He allows
things to occur even though they do not please Him( He allowed them to do that as it was
decreed for them. So there is no argument in that for them. Allah created Hell and its people
both the Shayatin (devils) and disbelievers, but He does not like His servants to disbelieve. And
this point constitutes the strongest proof and the most unquestionable wisdom. Then Allah

informs us that He rebuked them with punishment in this world, after the Messengers issued
their warning, thus He says:
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(Then among them were some whom Allah guided, and among them were some who deserved
to be left to stray. So travel through the land and see the end of those who denied (the truth).)
This means: ask about what happened to those who went against the Messengers and rejected

the truth, see how:
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(Allah destroyed them completely, and a similar (end awaits) the disbelievers.) (47:10) and,
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(And indeed those before them belied (the Messengers of Allah), so then how terrible was My
denial (punishment)) (67:18) Then Allah told His Messenger that His eagerness to guide them
will be of no benefit to them if Allah willsthat they should be misguided, as He says:

(Cod all (pe 43 Al ()18 45588 4Tl 5y (ya)

(And for whoever Allah wills to try with error, you can do nothing for him against Allah) (5:41).
Nuh said to his people:
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("And my advice will not profit you, even if | wish to give you good counsel, if Allah's will isto
keep you astray.")(11:34). In this Ayah, Allah says:
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((Even) if you desire that they be guided, then verily, Allah does not guide those whom He
allowed to stray,) As Allah says:
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(Whomsoever Allah allows to stray, then there is no guide for him; and He lets them wander
blindly in their transgressions.) (7:186)
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(Truly! Those deserving the Word (wrath) of your Lord will not believe, even if every sign

should come to them - until they see the painful torment) (10:96-97).
-~ &. %
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(then verily, Allah) meaning, thisisthe way in which Allah does things. If He wills a thing, then
it happens, and if He does not will a thing, then it does not happen. For this reason Allah says:

(& S R o - y)
(Allah does not guide those whom He allowed to stray,) meaning the one whom He has caused
to go astray, so who can guide him apart from Allah No one.

(/. VA R N )
(And they will have no helpers.) means, they will have no one to save them from the
punishment of Allah,
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(Surely, His is the creation and commandment. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all that exists!)
(7:54).
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(38. And they swear by Allah with their strongest oaths, that Allah will not raise up one who
dies. Yes, (He will raise them up), a promise (binding) upon Him in truth, but most of mankind
know not.) (39. In order that He may make clear to them what they differed over, and so that

those who disbelieved may know that they were liars.) (40. Verily, Our Word to a thing when
We intend it, is only that We say unto it: "Be!" - and it is.)

The Resurrection after Death is true, there is Wisdom behind it,
and it is easy for Allah

Allah tells us that the idolators swore by Allah their strongest oaths, meaning that they made
oaths swore fervently that Allah would not resurrect the one who died. They considered that to
be improbable, and did not believe the Messengers when they told them about that, swearing

that it could not happen. Allah said, refuting them:

G- og- (zo -
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(a promise (binding) upon Him in truth,) - meaning it isinevitable,
(Crsilan 3 Luldl) T ET)
(but most of mankind know not.) means, because of their ignorance they oppose the

Messengers and fall into disbelief. Then Allah mentions His wisdom and the reason why He will
resurrect mankind physically on the Day of Calling (between the people of Fire and of

Paradise). He says,
(} A2 S -, *ﬁ/}s)
(In order that He may make clear to them) means, to mankind,
(48 ()8l (s31)

(Yes), meaning it will indeed happen,

(what they differed over,) means, every dispute.
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(that He may requite those who do evil with that which they have done (i. e. punish them in
Hell), and reward those who do good, with what isbest (i.e. Paradise).) (53:31)
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(and so that those who disbelieved may know that they were liars.) meaning that they lied in
their oaths and their swearing that Allah would not resurrect those who die. Thus they will be
pushed down by force to the Fire with horrible force on the Day of Resurrection, and the
guards of Hell will say to them:
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(This is the Fire which you used to belie. Is this magic or do you not see Taste its heat, and
whether you are tolerant of it or intolerant of it - it is all the same. You are only being
requited for what you have done.) (52:14-16). Then Allah tells us about His ability to do
whatever He wills, and that nothing is impossible for Him on earth or in heaven. When He
wants a thing, all He has to do is say to it "Be!" and it is. The Resurrection is one such thing,
when He wants it to happen, all He will have to do is issue the command once, and it will
happen as He wills, as He says:

(il e B3as 9) Tl )

(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye) (54:50) and,

(3aas S V) A&, ¥ S8alA )

(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as (the creation and
resurrection of) a single person. ) )31:28( And in this Ayah, Allah says:
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(Verily, Our Word to a thing when We intend it, is only that We say to it: "Be!" - and it is.)
meaning, We issue the command once, and then it happens. Allah does not need to repeat or
confirm whatever He commands, because there is nothing that can stop Him or oppose Him. He
isthe One, the Compelling, the Aimighty, whose power, might and dominion have subjected all
things. None has the right to be worshipped except Him, and there is no Lord other than Him.
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(41. And as for those who emigrated for the cause of Allah, after they had been wronged, We
will certainly give them good residence in this world, but indeed the reward of the Hereafter
will be greater; if they but knew!) (42. (They are) those who remained patient, and put their
trust in their Lord.)

The Reward of the Muhajirin

Allah tells us about the reward of those who migrated for His sake, seeking His pleasure, those
who left their homeland behind, brothers and friends, hoping for the reward of Allah. This may
have been revealed concerning those who migrated to Ethiopia, those whose persecution at the
hands of their own people in Makkah was so extreme that they left them and went to Ethiopia
so that they would be able to worship their Lord. Among the most prominent of these migrants
were " Uthman bin ~ Affan and his wife Rugayyah, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah ,
Ja’ far bin Abi Talib, the cousin of the Messenger , and Abu Salamah bin *~ Abdul-Asad, among a
group of almost eighty sincere and faithful men and women, may Allah be pleased with them.
Allah promised them a great reward in thisworld and the next. Allah said:

(We will certainly give them good residence in this world,) Ibn * Abbas, Ash-Sha’ bi and Qatadah
said: (this means) "Al-Madinah." It was also said that it meant "good provision". This was the
opinion of Mujahid. There is no contradiction between these two opinions, for they left their
homes and wealth, but Allah compensated them with something better in this world. Whoever
gives up something for the sake of Allah, Allah compensates him with something that is better
for him than that, and this is what happened. He gave them power throughout the land and
caused them to rule over the people, so they became governors and rulers, and each of them



became a leader of the pious. Allah tells us that His reward for the Muhajirin in the Hereafter
is greater than that which He gave them in this world, as He says:

BEUSEM SN

(but indeed the reward of the Hereafter will be greater) meaning, greater than that which We

have given you in this world.
“. 2 40 -~ 7 o
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(if they but knew!) means, if those who stayed behind and did not migrate with them only
knew what Allah prepared for those who obeyed Him and followed His Messenger . Then Allah
describes them as:

(05855 2 ol Tsma )

(those who remained patient, and put their trust in their Lord.) (16:42), meaning, they bore
their people's persecution with patience, putting their trust in Allah Who made their end good
in this world and the Hereafter.
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(43. And We sent not (as Our Messengers) before you (O Muhammad) any but men, whom We
sent revelation. S ask Ahl Adh-Dhikr, if you know not.) (44. With clear signs and Books (We
sent the Messengers). And We have also revealed the Dhikr to you so that you may clearly
explain to men what was revealed to them, and that perhaps they may reflect.)

Only Human Messengers have been Sent

Ad-Dahhak said, reporting from Ibn * Abbas: "When Allah sent Muhammad as a Messenger, the
Arabs, or some of them, denied him and said, "~ Allah is too great to send a human being as a
Messenger.' Then Allah revealed:
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(Is it a wonder to people that We have sent Qur Inspiration to a man from among themselves
(saying): "Warn mankind...") and He said,
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(And We sent not (as Our Messengers) before you (O Muhammad) any but men, whom We sent
Revelation. So ask Ahl Adh-Dhikr, if you know not.). meaning, (ask) the people of the previous
Books, were the Messengers that were sent to them humans or angels If they were angels, then
you have the right to find this strange, but if they were human, then you have no grounds to
deny that Muhammad is a Messenger. Allah says:

(cs)sl\dﬂ

(And We sent not before you (as Messengers) any but men to whom We revealed, from among
the people of townships. ) )12:109( and not from among the people of heaven as you say." It
was reported by Mujahid from lbn * Abbas that what is meant by Ahl Adh-Dhikr is the People of
the Book. Thisis as Allah says:
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(Say: "Glorified be my Lord! Am | anything but a man, sent as a Messenger" And nothing
prevented men from believing when the guidance came to them, except that they said: "Has
Allah sent a man as (His) Messenger") (17:93-94)
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(And We never sent before you (O Muhammad) any of the Messengers but verily, they ate food
and walked in the markets.) (25:20)
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(And We did not create them (the Messengers, with) bodies that did not eat food, nor were

they immortals.)(21:8)
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(Say (O Muhammad ): "l am not a new thing among the Messengers. ") )46:9(,

(L o &I 5 61 L) 18)

(Say (O Muhammad): "I am only a man like you. It has been revealed to me.") )18:110( Then
Allah informs those who doubt that a Messenger can be a human to ask those who have
knowledge of the previous Sriptures about the Prophets who came before: were their Prophets

humans or angels Then Allah mentions that He has sent them,
. 1“/“/]1
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(with clear signs), meaning proof and evidence, and
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(and Books )Zubur(), meaning Scriptures. lbn ~ Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others said:
Zubur is the plural of Zabur, and the Arabs say, Zaburtul-Kitab meaning, "I wrote the book."
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(And everything they have done is noted in (their) Records (of deeds) )Zubur() (54:52)
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(And indeed We have written in Az-Zabur after the Dhikr that My righteous servant shall inherit
the land (i.e. the land of Paradise).) (21:105) Then Allah says:
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(And We have also revealed the Dhikr to you), meaning the Qur'an,
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(so that you may clearly explain to men what was revealed to them,) meaning, sent down from
their Lord, because you know the meaning of what Allah has revealed to you, and because of

your understanding and adherence to it, and because We know that you are the best of
creation and the leader of the Children of Adam. So that you may explain in detail what has

been mentioned in brief, and explain what is not clear.
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(so that perhaps they may reflect.) meaning, they should examine themselves and be guided by
it, so that they may attain the victory of salvation in this world and the next.
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(45. Do then those who devise evil plots feel secure that Allah will not cause them to sink into
the earth, or that torment will not seize them from where they do not perceive it) (46. Or that
He may punish them in the midst of their going to and fro (in their livelihood), so that there be
no escape for them (from Allah's punishment)) (47. Or that He may punish them where they
fear it most Indeed, Your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.)

How the Guilty can feel Secure



Allah informs us about His patience, and how He delays the punishment for the sinners who do
evil things and call others to do likewise, plotting to call others to do evil - even though He is
able to make the earth swallow them or to bring His wrath upon them.
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(from where they do not perceive it), meaning in such a way that they do not know where it
comes from. As Allah says:
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(Do you feel secure that He Who is over the heaven (Allah), will not cause you to sink into the
earth, when it quakes Or do you feel secure that He Who is over the heaven (Allah), will not
send a storm of stones upon you Then you shall know how My warning really is.) (67:16-17).
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(Or that He may punish them in the midst of their going to and fro) meaning, when they are
busy with their daily business, travel, and other distracting activities. Qatadah and As-Quddi

said:

(Their going to and fro) means their journeys.” As Allah says: ‘
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(Did the people of the towns feel secure against the coming of Our punishment by night while
they were asleep Or, did the people of the towns feel secure against the coming of Qur
punishment in the forenoon while they were playing) (7:97-98)
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(so that there be no escape for them (from Allah's punishment)) meaning, it is not impossible

for Allah, no matter what their situation.
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(Or that He may punish them where they fear it most) meaning, or Allah will take from them
what they most fear, which is even more frightening, because when the thing you most fear to
happen does happen, thisis even worse. Hence Al-" Awfi reported that Ibn * Abbas said that,
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(Or that He may punish them where they fear it most) means that Allah is saying: If | wish, |

can take him after the death of his companion and after he has become frightened of that.’
This was also reported from Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others. Then Allah says:
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(Indeed your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.) meaning, because He does not hasten to
punish, as was reported in the Two Sahihs:
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(No one is more patient in the case of hearing offensive speech than Allah, for they attribute to

Him a son, while He )alone( is giving them provision and good health.) And it is also recorded in
Two Sahihs,
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(Allah will let the wrongdoer continue until, when He begins to punish him, He will never let
him go.) Then the Messenger of Allah recited:
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(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the (population of) towns while they are
doing wrong. Indeed, His punishment is painful, (and) severe) (11:102) And Allah says:
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(And many a township did | give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then | punished it.
And to Me isthe (final) return (of all).) (22:48)
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(48. Have they not observed things that Allah has created: (how) their shadows shift from right
to left, prostrating to Allah while they are humble) (49. And to Allah prostrate all that are in
the heavens and all that are in the earth, the moving creatures and the angels, and they are

not proud )i.e. they worship their Lord (Allah) with humility(.) (50. They fear their Lord above
them, and they do what they are commanded.)
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Everything prostrates to Allah

Allah informs us about His might, majesty and pride, meaning that all things submit themselves
to Him and every created being - animate and inanimate, as well as the responsible - humans
and Jinns, and the angels - all humble themselves before Him. He tells us that everything that
has a shadow leaning to the right and the left, i.e., in the morning and the evening, is by its
shadow, prostrating to Allah. Mujahid said, "When the sun passes its zenith, everything
prostrates to Allah, may He be glorified." This was also said by Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others.
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(while they are humble) means, they are in a state of humility. Mujahid also said: "The
prostration of every thing is its shadow", and he mentioned the mountains and said that their
prostrations are their shadows. Abu Ghalib Ash-Shaybani said: "The waves of the sea are its
prayers'. It is asif reason is attributed to these inanimate objects when they are described as
prostrating, so Allah says:



