(There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord) )2:198(.
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(and mention the Name of Allah on appointed days, over the beast of cattle that He has
provided for them (for sacrifice).) Shu bah and Hushaym narrated from Abu Bishr from &' id
from lbn "~ Abbas, "The appointed days are the ten days (of Dhul-Hijjah). Al-Bukhari narrated
this with a disconnected chain in a manner denoting his approval of it. Something similar was
narrated from Abu Musa Al-Ash’ ari, Mujahid, Qatadah, "~ Ata', S id bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, Ad-
Dahhak, * Ata' Al-Khurasani and Ibrahim An-Nakha' i. Al-Bukhari recorded from lbn * Abbas that
the Prophet said:
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(No deeds are more virtuous than deeds done on these days.) They said, "Not even Jihad for the
sake of Allah" He said,
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(Not even Jihad for the sake of Allah, unless a man goes out risking himself and his wealth for
the sake of Allah, and does not come back with anything.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn
" Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah said:
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(There are no days that are greater before Allah or in which deeds are more beloved to Him
than these ten days, so increase your Tahlil, Takbir, and Tahmid during these days.) Al-Bukhari
said, "lbn * Umar and Abu Hurayrah used to go out in the marketplace during the ten days and
say Takbir, and the people would say Takbir when they said Takbir." These ten days include the
day of ~ Arafah. It was recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Qatadah said, "The Messenger of Allah
was asked about fasting on the day of * Arafah, and he said, R
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(I hope by Allah that it will be an expiation for the previous year and the coming year. ) These

ten days include the day of An-Nahr (Sacrifice), which is the greatest day of Hajj, and it was
recorded in a Hadith that it isthe most virtous day to Allah.

(1/qqﬂy\ » - -~ .tﬁ O}“// / S/)
(over the beast of cattle that He has provided for them.) means, camels, cattle and sheep, as
Allah explained in Surat Al-An" am:

<
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(Then eat thereof and feed therewith the poor having a hard time.) It was recorded that when

the Messenger of Allah offered his sacrifice, he commanded that part of each animal should be
taken and cooked, and he ate some of the meat and drank some of the broth.

(L 1 5143)
(Then eat thereof) Hushaym narrated from Husayn, from Mujahid, "Thisis like the Ayat:
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(But when you finish the Ihram, you may hunt) )5:2(
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(Then when the (Jumu ah) Salah (prayer) is ended, you may disperse through the land)

)62:10(." This was the view favored by lbn Jarir in his Tafsir.
(Ll )

(the poor having a hard time.) " lkrimah said, "This means the one who is in desperate need
whose poverty is apparent, and the poor person who is too proud to ask others for help."
Mujahid said, "The one who does not stretch forth his hand (to ask for help)."

(eight pairs) )6:143(
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(Then let them complete their prescribed duties) ~ Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ~ Abbas
said, "This means ending lhram by shaving one's head, putting on one's ordinary clothes,
trimming one's nails and so on." This was also reported from him by ~ Ata' and Mujahid. This was
also the view of " lkrimah and Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi.

(4355 1500)

(and perform their vows,) " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ~ Abbas said, this means any

vows made about sacrificing a camel.
Gaiad) candly § 8 gdad
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(and circumambulate the " Atiq House. ) Mujahid said, "This means the Tawaf which is
obligatory on the day of Sacrifice." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hamzah said, "lbn * Abbas
said to me: “ Have you read in SQurat Al-Hajj where Allah says:

- ../ - 0/1 y 3 P
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(and circumambulate the " Atig House.) The end of rituals is the Tawaf around the " Atiq
House.™ | say, this is what the Messenger of Allah did. When he came back from Mina on the
day of Sacrifice, he began with stoning the Jamrah, stoning it with seven pebbles, then he
offered his sacrifice and shaved his head, then he departed and circumambulated the House."

In the Two Sahihs it was recorded that Ibn ~ Abbas said, "The people were commanded to end
their visit to the Ka' bah by circumambulating the House, but menstruating women are exempt

from this.
(B:ad) inlly)

(the " Atig House) the area from behind Al-Hijr, because this was originally part of the Ka' bah
built by lbrahim, but the Quraysh exculded it from the House (when they had to rebuild it)
because they were short of funds. The Messenger of Allah included it in his Tawaf and said that
it is part of the House. He did not acknowledge the two Shami corners, because they were not
built precisely upon the original foundations of Ibrahim. Qatadah narrated that Al-Hasan Al-

(d.q.ud\ L_ﬁ:\]hbﬂ )

(and circumambulate the " Atiqg House.) "Because it is the first House established for mankind."
This was also the view of ~ Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. It was recorded that " Ikrimah
said, "It was called Al-Bayt Al-" Atiq because it survived (U tiga) from the flood at the time of
Nuh." Khusayf said, "It was called Al-Bayt Al-" Atig because it was never conquered by any
tyrant."
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(80. That and whoever honors the sacred things of Allah, then that is better for him with his
Lord. The cattle are lawful to you, except those (that will be) mentioned to you. So shun the

Rijs of the idols, and shun false speech.) (31. Hunafa' Lillah, not associating partners unto Him;
and whoever assigns partnersto Allah,

The Reward for avoiding Sin

Allah says: " This is what We have commanded you to do in the rituals (of Hajj), and thisisthe
great reward that the person who does that will gain.'

(Al D plaa) )

(whoever honors the sacred things of Allah,) means, whoever avoids disobeying Him and does
not transgress that which is sacred, and regards committing sin as a very serious matter,

W - N ﬁ Y] °o-, -
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(then that is better for him with his Lord.) means, he will attain much good and a great reward

for doing that. Just asthe one who does acts of obedience will earn a great reward, so too, the
one who avoids sin will earn a great reward.

Cattle are Lawful

(Ll B L Y) Al 2 edaly)

(The cattle are lawful to you, except those (that will be) mentioned to you.) means, * We have
made permissible for you all the An” am (cattle etc.)," and Allah has not instituted things like
Bahirah or a S'ibah or a Wasilah or a Ham.
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(except those mentioned to you.) the prohibition of Al-Maytah, blood, the flesh of swine, and
that on which Allah's Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering (that which has been
slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah, or has been slaughtered for idols) and that
which has been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring
of horns -- and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal -- unless you are able to

slaughter it (before its death) - and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An-Nusub. This
was the view of Ibn Jarir, who recorded it from Qatadah.

The Command to shun Shirk and Lying

(S0 shun the Rijis of the idols, and shun false speech.) From thisit is clear what Ar-Rijs means,
i.e., avoid the abomination, which means idols. Shirk is mentioned in conjunction with false
speech, asin the Ayah:
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(Say: "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are Al-Fawahish (immoral sins)
whether committed openly or secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous oppression, joining
partners with Allah for which He has given no authority, and saying things about Allah of which

you have no knowledge".) )7:33( This includes bearing false witness. In the Two Sahihs it was
reported from Abu Bakrah that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(Shall I not tell you about the worst of major sins) We said, "Yes, O Messenger of Allah." He
said:
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Associating others with Allah, )
He was (.disobeying one's parents
Ul :reclining, then he sat up and said
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(and indeed giving false statements, and indeed bearing false witness...) and he kept on
repeating it until we wished that he would stop." Imam Ahmad recorded that Khuraym bin Fatik

Al-Asadi said, "The Messenger of Allah prayed As-Subh (Al-Fajr), and when he had finished, he
stood up and said:

«Jda’s e Al a5 N AAE tliey,

(Bearing false witness is on a par with the association of others with Allah.) Then he recited
this Ayah:
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(So shun the Rijs of the idols, and shun lying speech. Hunafa' Lillah, not associating partners

unto Him;)
js - {#%4

(Hunafa' Lillah) means, sincerely submitting to Him Alone, shunning falsehood and seeking the
truth. Allah says:

(4 S 52 52)

(not associating partners unto Him;) Then Allah gives a likeness of the idolator in his
misguidance and being doomed and being far away from true guidance, and says:

(Tl (e A &G TG 3 50 )

(and whoever assigns partnersto Allah, it is asif he had fallen from the sky,) meaning,
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(the birds caught him in midair,)

(s O ()l 4 (555 )

(or the wind had thrown him to a far off place.) means, remote and desolate, dangerous for
anyone who lands there. Hence it saysin the Hadith of Al-Bara'":
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(When the angels of death take the soul of the disbeliever in death, they take his soul up to the
heaven, but the gates of heaven are not opened for him; on the contrary, his soul is thrown
down from there.) Then he recited this Ayah. The Hadith has already been quoted in our

explanation of Surah Ibrahim. Allah gives another parable of the idolators in Qurat Al-An" am,
where He says:
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(Say: "Snall we invoke others besides Allah, that can do us neither good nor can harm us, and
shall we turn back on our heels after Allah has guided us -- like one whom the Shayadtin have

made to go astray in the land in confusion, his companions calling him to guidance (saying):
*Come to us." Say: "Verily, Allah's guidance is the only guidance.") )6:71(
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(82. Thus it is, and whosoever honors the $ha” a'ir of Allah, then it is truly from the Tagwa of
the hearts.) (33. In them are benefits for you for an appointed term, and afterwards they are
brought for sacrifice to the " Atiq House.)

Explanation of the Udhiyyah and the Sha’ a'ir of Allah

(adl) iaid adamy oy

(and whosoever honors the Sha’ a'ir of Allah,) means, His commands.

(oslal) (57588 e LH)

(then it is truly from the Tagwa of the hearts.) This also includes obeying His commands in the
best way when it comes to offering sacrifices, as Al-Hakam said narrating from Migsam, from
Ibn * Abbas: "Honoring them means choosing fat, healthy animals (for sacrifice)." Abu Umamah
bin Sahl said: "We used to fatten the Udhiyyah in Al-Madinah, and the Muslims used to fatten
them." This was recorded by Al-Bukhari. In Sunan Ibn Majah, it was recorded from Abu Rafi’
that the Messenger of Allah sacrificed two castrated, fat, horned rams. Abu Dawud and lbn
Majah recorded from Jabir: "The Messenger of Allah sacrificed two castrated, fat, horned
rams." It was said, "The Messenger of Allah commanded us to examine their eyes and ears, and
not to sacrifice the Mugabilah, the Mudabirah, the Sharga, nor the Kharga'." This was recorded
by Ahmad and the Sunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi graded it Sahih. As for the Mugabilah, it is
the one whose ear is cut at the front, Mudabirah is the one whose ear is cut at the back, the
Shurga is the one whose ear is split, as Ash-Shafi* i said. The Kharga' is the one whose ear is
pierced with a hole. And Allah knows best. It was recorded that Al-Bara' said, "The Messenger
of Allah said:
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(Four are not permitted for sacrifice: those that are obviously one-eyed, those that are
obviously sick, those that are obviously lame and those that have broken bones, which no one
would choose.) This was recorded by Ahmad and the Qunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi graded
it Sahih. a



The Benefits of the Sacrificial Camels

(} R4 1/ * ogx)
(In them are benefits for you) meaning, in the Budn (sacrificial camels) you find benefits such
as their milk their wool and hair, and their use for riding.
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(In them are benefits for you for an appointed term,) Migsam reported that Ibn * Abbas said:

"Until you decide to offer them as a sacrifice." It was recorded in the Two Sahihs from Anas
that the Messenger of Allah saw a man driving his sacrificial camel and said,

«eS)Hly

(Ride it.) The man said, "It is a sacrificial camel." He said,
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(Ride it, woe to you!) the second or third time. According to a report recorded by Muslim from
Jabir, the Messenger of Allah said:
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(Ride it gently accor- ding to your needs.)
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(and afterwards they are brought for sacrifice to the "Atiq House.) meaning, they are
eventually brought to the ™ Atiq House -- which isthe Ka' bah -- as Allah says:

(.h /o /;]\ /. S ~ Qo ~ )
(an offering, brought to the Ka" bah) )5:95(
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(and detained the Hady, from reaching their place of sacrifice) )48:25(
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(34. And for every nation We have appointed religious ceremonies, that they may mention the
Name of Allah over the beast of cattle that He has given them for food. And your God is One
God, so you must submit to Him Alone. And give glad tidings to the Mukhbitin.) (35. Whose
hearts are filled with fear when Allah is mentioned, and the patient who bear whatever may
befall them, and who perform the Salah, and who spend out of what We have provided for
them.)

Rites of Sacrifice have been prescribed for every Nation in the
World

Allah tells us that sacrifice and shedding blood in the Name of Allah has been prescribed for all
nations. *~ Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that lbn * Abbas said,

(e Uil 44f TT)

(And for every nation We have appointed religious ceremonies,) "Festivals." " Ikrimah said,

"Sacrifices."
2 - P w ~
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(And for every nation We have appointed religious ceremonies,) Zayd bin Aslam said, "This
means Makkah; Allah did not appoint religious ceremonies anywhere else for any nation.”
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(that they may mention the Name of Allah over the beast of cattle that He has given them for
food.) It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Anas said, "The Messenger of Allah brought two
fat, horned rams; he said Bismillah and Allahu Akbar, then he put his foot on their necks.
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(And your God is One God, so you must submit to Him Alone.) Your God is One, even though the

Laws of the Prophets may vary and may abrogate one another. All of the Prophets called
mankind to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate.
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(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): None has the

right to be worshipped but |, so worship Me.) )21:25(. Allah says:
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(so you must submit to Him Alone.) meaning, submit to His commands and obey Him in all

sincerity.

(And give glad tidings to the Mukhbitin.) Mujahid said about Mukhbitin, "Those who find
contentment in their faith." Ath-Thawri said, "Those who find contentment in their faith and
who accept the decree of Allah and submit to Him." It is better to interpret it by what comes

(°“j55uhjc\ﬂ\ JSJ \J\ u.uj\)

(Whose hearts are filled with fear when Allah is mentioned,) meaning, their hearts fear Him.

(el Lo o aall’y)

(and the patient who bear whatever may befall them) meaning, of afflictions.
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(and who perform the Salah,) they fulfill the duties which Allah has enjoined upon them, the
duty of performing the obligatory prayers.

(6 555 Lo



(and who spend out of what We have provided for them.) the good provision which Allah has
given them. They spend on their families and servants, and on the poor and needy; they treat
people kindly while remaining within the limits set by Allah. This is in contrast to the
hypocrites, who are the opposite of all this, as we have discussed in the Tafsir of Qurah Bara'ah;
to Allah be praise and blessings.
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(86. And the Budn, We have made them for you as among the symbols of Allah, wherein you
have much good. So mention the Name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in lines (for

sacrifice). Then, when they are down on their sides (after slaughter), eat thereof, and feed the
Qani® and the Mu’ tarr. Thus have We made them subject to you that you may be grateful.)

The Command to slaughter the Budn (Sacrificial Camel)

Here Allah reminds His servants of the blessing which He has bestowed on His servants, by
creating the Budn for them and making them one of His symbols. For He has decreed that they
should be brought to His Sacred House; indeed, they are the best of that which may be offered
as a sacrifice to Allah, as He says:
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(Violate not the sanctity of the Sha’ a'ir of Allah, nor of the Sacred Month, nor of the animals

brought for sacrifice, nor the garlanded people or animals, and others, nor the people coming
to the Sacred House))5:2(
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(And the Budn, We have made them for you as among the symbols of Allah,) Ibn Jurayj said:
"Ata’ commented on this Ayah, "~ Cattle and camels." A similar view was also reported from lbn
“Umar, &' id bin Al-Musayyib and Al-Hasan Al-Basri. Mujahid said: "Al-Budn means camels."
According to Muslim, Jabir bin ~ Abdullah and others said, "The Messenger of Allah commanded
us to share in offering the sacrifice, a Budn (camel) for seven people, and one cow for seven

(0= &2 )



(wherein you have much good. ) means, reward in the Hereafter.
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(So mention the Name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in lines (for sacrifice).) It
was reported from Al-Muttalib bin *~ Abdullah bin Hantab that Jabir bin * Abdullah said, "l prayed

with the Messenger of Allah on “Id Al-Adha. When he finished, he brought a ram and
slaughtered it, saying,
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(Bismillah, and Allahu Akbar. O Allah, thisis on behalf of me and anyone of my Ummah who has
not offered a sacrifice.) This was recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi. Muhammad
bin Ishaq recorded from Yazid bin Abi Habib from lbn * Abbas that Jabir said, "The Messenger of
Allah sacrificed two rams on the day of " Id, and when he lay them down to sacrifice them, he
said:
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(I turn my face to the One Who created the heavens and the earth, being true and sincere in
faith submitting myself to Him Alone, and | am not of the idolators. Verily, my prayer, my
sacrifice, my living and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of all that exists for, with no partner
or associate for Him. Thus am | commanded, and | am the first of the Muslims. O Allah, from
You and to You, on behalf of Muhammad and his Ummah.) Then he said, * Bismillah' and * Allahu
Akbar' and slaughtered them." It was reported from " Ali bin Al-Husayn from Abu Rafi® that
when the Messenger of Allah wanted to offer a sacrifice, he would buy two fat, horned, fine
rams. When he had prayed and addressed the people, he would bring one of them to where he
was standing in the prayer place, and would sacrifice it himself with a knife, then he would
say:
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(O Allah, this is on behalf of all of my Ummah, whoever bears witness of Tawhid of You and
bears witness that | have conveyed.) Then he would bring the other ram and sacrifice it
himself, and say,
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(This is on behalf of Muhammad and the family of Muhammad.) He would give them to the poor

and he and his family would eat from it as well. This was recorded by Ahmad and Ibn Majah. Al-
A" mash narrated from Abu Zabiyan from lbn " Abbas,
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(So mention the Name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in lines (for sacrifice). )
"When they are standing on three legs, with the left foreleg tied up. He says Bismillah and
Allahu Akbar, La ilaha illallah, Allahumma Minka wa Laka (In the Name of Allah and Allah is
Most Great; there is no God but Allah. O Allah, from You and to You)." In the Two Sahihs it was

recorded that Ibn ~Umar came to a man who had made his camel kneel down in order to
sacrifice it. He said, "Make it stand up fettered, (thisis) the Sunnah of Abu Al-Qasim (i.e. the

Prophet Muhammad )."
- & 22 o0 77 7 <4 %

(Then, when they are down on their sides,) Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said, "This
means, when it has fallen to the ground." This was narrated from Ibn " Abbas, and a similar
view was narrated from Mugatil bin Hayyan. * Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said,
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(Then, when they are down on their sides,) "Meaning, when they have died." This is what was

meant by the comment of lbn "~ Abbas and Mujahid, for it is not permitted to eat from the
sacrifice when it has been slaughtered until it has died and its movements have ceased. It was

reported in a Marfu™ Hadith:
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(Do not rush until you are sure that the animal is dead. ) Ath-Thawri narrated in his Jami® that
“Umar bin Al-Khattab said that, and he supported it with the Hadith of Shaddad bin ~ Aws in
Sahih Muslim:

z
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(Allah has prescribed proficiency in all things. If you kill, kill well; and if you slaughter,
slaughter well. Let each one of you sharpen his blade and let him spare suffering to the animal
he slaughters.) It was recorded that Abu Wagqid Al-Laythi said, "The Messenger of Allah said:
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(Whatever is cut from an animal while it is still alive is Maytah (dead flesh).) This was recorded
by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Sahih.

(Dl il 1 ghaadal s Leha 1 5183)

(eat thereof, and feed Qani® and the Mu' tarr...) This is a command which implies that this is
permissible. Al-* Awfi reported that lon * Abbas sald "Qani’ isthe one who is content with what
he is given and he stays in his house, and the Mu tarr is the one who comes to you and rubs
shoulders with you so that you will give him some meat, but he does not ask for it. " This was
also the view of Mujahid and Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi. ~ Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that
Ibn " Abbas said, "Qani’ is the one who is too proud to ask, and Mu’ tarr is the one who does
ask." This was also the view of Qatadah, lbrahim An-Nakha' i and Mujahid, according to one
report narrated from him. And the opposite was also suggested. This Ayah has been quoted as
evidence by those scholars who said that the sacrifice should be divided into three: a third for
the one who offers the sacrifice to eat from, a third to be given as gifts to his friends, and a
third to be given in charity to the poor, because Allah says:

(Cly a1 ganlal'y Lot 1 51KG)

(eat thereof, and feed the poor who does not ask, and the beggar who asks.) But there is no
evidence in this Ayah for this view. According to a Sahih Hadith, the I\/Iessenger of Allah said to
the people: ¢
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(I used to forbid you to keep the meat of the sacrifice for more than three days, but now eat
from it and keep it as you see fit.) According to another report:
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(Eat some, keep some and give some in charity.) According to another report:
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(Eat some, feed others, and give some in charity.) As for the animal skins, it was recorded in
Musnad Ahmad from Qatadah bin An-Nu™ man in the Hadith about the sacrifice:
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(Eat and give in charity, and make use of the skins, but do not sell them.) (Note) It was
recorded that Al-Bara' bin * Azib said, "The Messenger of Allah said:
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(The first thing that we should do on this day of ours (" Id) isto pray, then we return and offer
the sacrifice. Whoever does that will have followed our Sunnah. Whoever slaughters his animal
before the prayer, thisis just meat which he has brought for his family, it is not a sacrifice at
all.) This was recorded by (Al-Bukhari and Muslim). And in Sahih Muslim, it is mentioned that
one is not to offer the sacrifice until the Imam (leader) has offered his. It is prescribed to offer
the sacrifice on the day of Nahr and the following three days of Tashriqg, because of the Hadith
of Jubayr bin Mut™ im who said that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(The days of Tashriq are all (for) sacrifice.) This was recorded by Ahmad and lbn Hibban.
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(Thus have We made them subject to you that you may be grateful.) means, for this reason.
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(Thus have We made them subject to you) means, * We have subjugated them to you, i.e., We
have made them submissive towards you, so that if you wish you can ride them, or if you wish
you can milk them, or if you wish you can slaughter them," as Allah says:
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(Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our Hands have created, the cattle, so

that they are their owners.))36:71( until He said:
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(Will they not then be grateful) )36:73( And Allah says in this Ayah:
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(Thus have We made them subject to you that you may be grateful.)
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(37. It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is Tagwa from you that
reaches Him. Thus have We made them subject to you that you may proclaim Allah's greatness
for His guidance to you. And give glad tidings to the doers of good.)

The Goal of the Udhiyyah (Sacrifice) according to Allah is the
Sincerity and Tagwa of His Servant

Allah says: this sacrifice is prescribed for you so that you will remember Him at the time of
slaughter, for He is the Creator and Provider. Nothing of its flesh or blood reaches Him, for He
has no need of anything other than Himself. During the time of Jahiliyyah, when they offered
sacrifices to their gods, they would put some of the meat of their sacrifices on their idols, and
sprinkle the blood over them. But Allah says:
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(It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah,) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn
Jurayj said, "The people of the Jahiliyyah used to put the meat of their sacrifices and sprinkle

the blood on the House, and the Companions of the Messenger of Allah said, "We have more
right to do that." Then Allah revealed the words:
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(It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is Tagwa from you that
reaches Him.) That is what He will accept and reward for, as mentioned in the Sahih,
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(Allah does not look to your appearance or your colors, but He looks to your hearts and deeds.)
And in the Hadith; (Indeed charity falls in the Hand of Ar-Rahman before it falls in the hand of

the one asking.)

(Thus have We made them subject to you) meaning, " for this purpose We have subjugated the

Budn for you,’

(}S\’& L Jeallliy "/“)
(that you may proclaim Allah's greatness for His guidance to you.) means, that you may glorify
Him for guiding you to His religion and His way which He loves and is pleased with, and has

forbidden you to do all that He hates and rejects.

(And give glad tidings to the doers of good.) means, " give good news, O Muhammad, to those
who do good,'i.e., whose deeds are good and who remain within the limits prescribed by Allah,
who follow that which has been prescribed for them, who believe in the Messenger and follow
that which he has conveyed from his Lord.

(Note) The Udhiyyah is Sunnah Mustahabbah One animal is sufficient on behalf of all the
members of one household. lbn “~Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah continued to offer
sacrifice for ten years." This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi. Abu Ayyub said: "At the time of the



Messenger of Allah , a man would sacrifice a sheep on behalf of himself and all the members of
his household, and they would eat from it and feed others, until the people started boasting
)oy sacrificing more than one( and things reached the stage that you see now." This was
recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Sahih, and by Ibn Majah. * Abdullah bin Hisham used to
sacrifice one sheep on behalf of his entire family; this was recorded by Al-Bukhari. Concerning
how old the sacrificial animal should be, Muslim recorded from Jabir that the Messenger of
Allah said:
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(Do not sacrifice any but mature animals, and if that is not possible, then sacrifice a young
sheep.)
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(38. Truly, Allah defends those who believe. Verily, Allah likes not any treacherousingrate.)

Good News of Allah's Defence for the Believers

Here Allah tells us that He defends His servants who put their trust in Him and turn to Him in
repentance; He protects them from the the worst of evil people and the plots of the sinners;
He protects them, guards them and supportsthem, as He tells us elsewhere:

8- 0- 2 - o 4%
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(Isnot Allah sufficient for His servant) )39:36(
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(And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish
his purpose. Indeed Allah has set a measure for all things) )65:3(.
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(Verily, Allah likes not any treacherous ingrate) means, He does not like any of His servants
who bear these characteristics, i.e., treachery in covenants and promises whereby a person
does not do what he says, and ingratitude is to deny the blessings, whereby one does not
acknowledge or appreciate them.
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(89. Permission (to fight) is given to those (believers) who are fought against, because they
have been wronged; and surely, Allah is able to give them victory.) (40. Those who have been
expelled from their homes unjustly only because they said: "Our Lord is Allah." For had it not
been that Allah checks one set of people by means of another, Sawami*, Biya' , Salawat, and
Masjids, wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much, would surely have been pulled down.
Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause). Truly, Allah is All-Srong, All-Mighty.)

Permission to fight; thisis the first Ayah of Jihad

Al-" Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said, "This was revealed about Muhammad and his
Companions, when they were expelled from Makkah." Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and others among
the Slaf, such as Ibn " Abbas, " Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, Zayd bin Aslam, Mugatil bin Hayan,
Qatadah and others said, "This is the first Ayah which was revealed about Jihad." lbn Jarir
recorded that lbn ~ Abbas said, "When the Prophet was driven out of Makkah, Abu Bakr said,
" They have their Prophet. Truly, to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return; surely
they are doomed.™ Ibn * Abbas said, "Then Allah revealed the words:
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(Permission (to fight) is given to those (believers) fought against, because they have been
wronged; and surely, Allah is able to give them victory.)" Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with
him, said, "Then | knew that there would be fighting." Imam Ahmad added: "lbn * Abbas said,
" This was the first Ayah to be revealed concerning fighting.™ This was also recorded by At-
Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i in the Book of Tafsir of their Qunans. At-Tirmidhi said: "It is a Hasan
Hadith."
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(and surely, Allah is able to give them victory.) means, He is able to grant victory to His
believing servants without any fighting taking place, but He wants His servants to strive their
utmost in obeying Him, as He says:
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(S0, when you meet those who disbelieve, strike necks till when you have killed and wounded
many of them, then bind a bond firmly. Thereafter either for generosity, or ransom, until war
lays down its burden. Thus, but if it had been Allah's will, He Himself could certainly have
punished them. But (He lets you fight) in order to test some of you with others. But those who
are killed in the way of Allah, He will never let their deeds be lost. He will guide them and set
right their state. And admit them to Paradise which He has made known to them.) )47:4-6(
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(Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by your hands, and disgrace them, and give
you victory over them, and heal the breasts of a believing people, and remove the anger of
their (believers) hearts. Allah accepts the repentance of whom He wills. Allah is All-Knowing,
All-Wise.) )9:14-15(
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(And surely, We shall try you till We test those who strive hard and the patient, and We shall
test your facts.) )47:31(. And there are many similar Ayat. Ibn * Abbas commented on the Ayah,
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(and surely, Allah is able to give them (believers) victory.) "And this is what He did." Allah
prescribed Jihad at an appropriate time, because when they were in Makkah, the idolators
outnumbered them by more than ten to one. Were they to engage in fighting at that time, the
results would have been disastrous. When the idolators went to extremesto persecute Muslims,
to expel the Prophet and resolving to kill him; when they sent his Companions into exile here
and there, so that some went to Ethiopia and others went to Al-Madinah; when they settled in
Al-Madinah and the Messenger of Allah joined them there, and they gathered around him and
lent him their support, and they had a place where Islam prevailed, and a stronghold to which
they could retreat; then Allah prescribed Jihad against the enemy, and this was the first Ayah
to be revealed for it. Allah said:
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(Permission (to fight) is given to those fought against, because they have been wronged; and
surely, Allah is able to give them victory. Those who have been expelled from their homes

unjustly) Al-" Awfi reported that lbn " Abbas said; "They were driven out of Makkah to Al-
Madinah unjustly, i.e., Muhammad and his Companions."

(A 551508 o )

(only because they said: "Our Lord is Allah.") means, they had not done anything to their people
or committed any wrongs against them, apart from the fact that they believed in the Oneness
of Allah and they worshipped Him Alone, with no partner or associate. But for the idolators,
this was the worst of sins, as Allah says:
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(and have driven out the Messenger and yourselves because you believe in Allah, your Lord!)
)60:1(. Then Allah says:
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(For had it not been that Allah checks one set of people by means of another,) meaning, were
it not for the fact that He repels one people by means of another, and restrains the evil of
people towards others by means of whatever circumstances He creates and decrees, the earth
would have been corrupted and the strong would have destroyed the weak.

(g 289

(Sawami’ surely have been pulled down) means the small temples used by monks. This was the
view of lbn "~ Abbas, Mujahid, Abu Al-" Aliyah, " Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak and others. Qatadah said,
"This refers to the places of worship of the Sabians;" according to another report, he said, "The
Sawami® of the Zoroastrians.” Muqgatil bin Hayyan said, "These are houses along the roads."

u ~ ~
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(Biya'.) These are larger than the Sawami® and accommodate more worshippers; the Christians
also have these. This was the view of Abu Al-" Aliyah, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Ibn Sakhr, Mugatil

bin Hayyan, Khusayf and others. lbn Jubayr reported from Mujahid and others that this referred
to the synagogues of the Jews which are known to them as Salut. And Allah knows best.

(SA jL.a j)
(Salawat) Al-" Awfi reported that Ibn " Abbas said, "Salawat means churches." " lkrimah, Ad-
Dahhak and Qatadah said that it referred to the synagogues of the Jews. Abu Al-" Aliyah and
others said, "Salawat refers to the places of worship of the Sabians.” Ibn Abi Najih reported

that Mujahid said, "Salawat refers to places of worship of the People of the Book and of the
people of Islam along the roads." Masjids belong to the Muslims.
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(wherein the Name of Allah is mentioned much,) It was said that the pronoun refersto Masjids,
because thisisthe closest of the words mentioned. Ad-Dahhak said, "In all of them the Name of
Allah is often mentioned." lbn Jarir said, "The correct view is that the monasteries of the
monks, the churches of the Christians, the synagogues of the Jews and the Masjids of the
Muslims, in which the Name of Allah is mentioned much, would have been destroyed -- because
this is the usual usage in Arabic.”" Some of the scholars said, "This is a sequence listing the

smallest to the greatest, because the Masjids are more frequented by more worshippers who
have the correct intention and way."

(65 0 A i)



(Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause).) Thisislike the Ayah:
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(O you who believe! If you help (in the cause of) Allah, He will help you, and make your
foothold firm. But those who disbelieve, for them is destruction, and (Allah) will make their

deeds vain.) )47:7-8(
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(Truly, Allah is All-Srong, All-Mighty.) Allah describes Himself as being All-Srong and All-
Mighty. By His strength He created everything and measured it exactly according to its due
measurements; by His might nothing can overpower Him or overwhelm Him, rather everything
is humbled before Him and is in need of Him. Whoever is supported by the All-Srong, the All-
Mighty, isindeed supported and helped, and his enemy will be overpowered. Allah says:
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(And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our servants, the Messengers, that they verily,
would be made triumphant, and that Qur soldiers! They verily, would be the victors.) )37:171-
173(
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(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is | and My Messengers who shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah
is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.) )58:21(
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(41. Those who, if We give them power in the land, establish the Salah, enforce the Zakah, and
they enjoin the good and forbid the evil. And with Allah rests the end of (all) matters.)

The Duties of the Muslims when They attain Power

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that * Uthman bin * Affan said, "The Ayah:
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(Those who, if We give them power in the land, (they) establish the Salah, enforce the Zakah,
and they enjoin the good and forbid the evil.) was revealed concerning us, for we had been
expelled from our homes unjustly only because we said: ~Qur Lord is Allah." Then we were
given power in the land, so we established regular prayer, paid the Zakah, enjoined what is
good and forbade what is evil, and with Allah rests the end of (all) matters. This is about my
companions and I." Abu Al-" Aliyah said, "They were the Companions of Muhammad ." As-Sabah
bin Suwadah Al-Kindi said, "l heard * Umar bin *~ Abdul-" Aziz give a speech and say:
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(Those who, if We give them power in the land....) Then he said, "Thisis not obligatory only for
those who are in authority, it also applies to those who are governed by them. Sall | not tell
you what you can expect from your governor, and what duties those who are ruled owe to him
Your rights over your governor are that he should check on you with regard to your duties
towards Allah and restore the rights that you have over one another, and that he should guide
you to the straight path as much as possible. Your duties towards him are that you should obey
him without cheating and without resentment, and you should obey him both in secret and
openly." " Atiyah Al-" Awfi said, "This Ayah is like the Ayah:
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(Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righteous good deeds, that He will
certainly grant them succession to (the present rulers) in the land) )24:55(.

( BYAY RIS ac 4ll)

(And with Allah rests the end of (all) matters.) Thisis like the Ayah:
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(And the good end is for those who have Taqwa) )28:83(. Zayd bin Aslam said:

(And with Allah reststhe end of (all) matters.) "And with Allah will be the reward for what they
did."
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(42. And if they deny you, so did deny before them the people of Nuh, * Ad and Thamud.) (43.
And the people of Ibrahim and the people of Lut,) (44. And the dwellers of Madyan; and denied
was Musa. But | granted respite to the disbelievers for a while, then | seized them, and how
(terrible) was My punishment!) (45. And many a township did We destroy while they were given
to wrongdoing, so that it lie in ruins, and a deserted well and castle Mashid!) (46. Have they
not traveled through the land, and have they hearts wherewith to understand and ears

wherewith to hear Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts which are in
the breasts that grow blind.)

The Consequences for the Disbelievers



Here Allah consoles His Prophet Muhammad for the disbelief of those among his people who
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(And if they deny you, so did deny before them the people of Nuh) until His saying,
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(and denied was Musa.) means, despite all the clear signs and evidence that they brought.
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(But I granted respite to the disbelievers for a while,) means, " | delayed and postponed.'
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(then | seized them, and how (terrible) was My punishment!) means, "how great was My
vengeance against them and My punishment of them!" In the Two Sahihs it is reported from Abu
Musa that the Prophet said:
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(Allah lets the wrongdoer carry on until, when He seizes him, He will never let him go.) Then
he recited:
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(Such is the punishment of your Lord when He seizes the towns while they are doing wrong.
Verily, His punishment is painful (and) severe.) )11:102( Then Allah says:
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(while they were given wrongdoing,) meaning, they were rejecting their Messengers.

(And many a township did We destroy)
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(so that it lie in ruins,) Ad-Dahhak said, ")Leveled to( their roofs," i.e., their houses and cities

were destroyed.
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(and (many) a deserted well) means, they draw no water from it, and no one comesto it, after
it had been frequented often by crowds of people.
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(and a castle Mashid!) " Ikrimah said, "This means whitened with plaster.” Something similar was
narrated from " Ali bin Abi Talib, Mujahid, " Ata’, S id bin Jubayr, Abu Al-Mulayh and Ad-
Dahhak. Others said that it means high and impenetrable fortresses. All of these suggestions
are close in meaning and do not contradict one another, for this sturdy construction and great
height did not help their occupants or afford them any protection when the punishment of
Allah came upon them, as He says:
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("Wheresoever you may be, death will overtake you even if you are in Buruj Mushayyadah!")
)4:78(
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(Have they not traveled through the land,) means, have they not traveled in the physical sense
and also used their minds to ponder That is sufficient, as lIbn Abi Ad-Dunya said in his book At-
Tafakkur wal-I" tibar, "Some of the wise people said, ~Give life to your heart with lessons,
illuminate it with thought, kill it with asceticism, strengthen it with certain faith, remind it of
its mortality, make it aware of the calamities of this world, warn it of the disasters that life
may bring, show it how things may suddenly change with the passing of days, tell it the stories
of the people of the past, and remind it what happened to those who came before.™ Walk
through their ruins, see what they did and what became of them, meaning, look at the
punishments and divine wrath that struck the nations of the past who belied,
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(and have they hearts wherewith to understand and ears wherewith to hear) meaning, let them
learn a lesson from that.
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(Verily, it isnot the eyesthat grow blind, but it isthe hearts which are in the breasts that grow

blind.) means, the blind person is not the one whose eyes cannot see, but rather the one who
has no insight. Even if the physical eyes are sound, they still cannot learn the lesson.
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(47. And they ask you to hasten on the torment! And Allah fails not His promise. And verily a
day with your Lord is as a thousand years of what you reckon.) (48. And many a township did |
give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then | seized it (with punishment). And to Me is
the (final) return (of all).)

The Disbelievers Demand for the Punishment

Allah tells His Prophet :
(sl adly I8 slaniiy)

(And they ask you to hasten on the torment!) meaning, these disbelievers who disbelieve in
Allah and His Book and His Messenger and the Last Day. Thisis like the Ayat:
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(And (remember) when they said: "O Allah! If thisisindeed the truth from You, then rain down
stones on us from the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") )8:32( H
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(They say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana (our punishment) before the Day of Reckoning!")

)38:16(.
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(And Allah fails not His promise.) means, His promise to bring about the Hour and wreak
vengeance upon His enemies, and to honor His close friends.
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(And verily a day with your Lord is as a thousand years of what you reckon. ) means, He does
not hasten, for what is counted as a thousand years with His creation is as one day with Him,

and He knows that He is able to exact revenge and that He will not miss a thing, even if He
delays and waits and postpones. Hence He then says:
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(And many a township did | give respite while it was given to wrongdoing. Then | seized it (with
punishment). And to Me is the (final) return (of all).) lbn Abi Hatim recorded from Abu
Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(The poor among the Muslims will enter Paradise half a day before the rich -- five hundred
years.) This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i from the Hadith of Ath-Thawri from
Muhammad bin * Amr. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." Abu Dawud recorded at the end of Book
of Al-Malahim in his Sunan from &' d bin Abi Waqgas that the Prophet said:
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(I hope that it will not be too much for my Ummabh if Allah delays them for half a day.) It was
said to &' d, "What does half a day mean" He said, "Five hundred years."
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(49. Say: "Omankind! | am (sent) to you only as a plain warner.") (50. So those who believe and
do righteous good deeds, for them is forgiveness and Rizq Karlm ) (51. But those who strive
against Qur Ayat to frustrate them, they will be dwellers of the Hellfire.)

The Recompense of the Righteous and the Unrighteous

Allah said to His Prophet , when the disbelievers asked him to hasten on the punishment for

them:
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(Say: "O mankind! | am (sent) to you only as a plain warner.") meaning, ~ Allah has sent me to
you to warn you ahead of the terrible punishment, but | have nothing to do with your
reckoning. Your case rests with Allah: if He wills, He will hasten on the punishment for you;
and if He wills, He will delay it for you. If He wills he will accept the repentance of those who

repent to Him; and if He wills, He will send astray those who are decreed to be doomed. He is
the One Who does what soever He wills and wants and chooses.

- - - - - %/
(There is none to put back His judgement and He is swift at reckoning.) )13:41(
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(I am (sent) to you only as a plain warner. So those who believe and do righteous good deeds,)
means, whose hearts believe and whose actions confirm their faith.

(28 (3739 5sxa agl)




(for them is forgiveness and Rizq Karim. ) means, forgiveness for their previous bad deeds, and
a great reward in return for a few good deeds. Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi said, "When you
hear Allah's saying:

(S 3D)

(Rizq Karim) this means Paradise."

(UJM \AA_\\;: U’A I o2l ;j\/j)

(But those who strive against Cur Ayat to frustrate them,) Mujahid said, "To discourage people
from following the Prophet ." This was also the view of ~Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr, "to
discourage." Ibn " Abbas said, "To frustrate them meansto resist the believers stubbornly.”

(anadl Lanial T

(they will be dwellers of the Hellfire.) This refers to the agonizingly hot Fire with its severe
punish- ment, may Allah save us from it. Allah says:

aga )y 4l d—\-w oo Tsaay 155K pall)
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(Those who disbelieved and hinder (men) from the path of Allah, for them We will add torment
to the torment because they used to spread corruption) )16:88(
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(52. Never did We send a Messenger or a Prophet before you but when he did recite (the
revelation or narrated or spoke), Shaytan threw (some falsehood) in his recitation (of the
revelation). But Yansakh Allah that which Shaytan throws in. Then Allah establishes His
revelations. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise:) (53. That He (Allah) may make what is thrown
in by Shaytan a trial for those in whose hearts is a disease and whose hearts are hardened. And
certainly, the wrongdoers are in an opposition far-off (from the truth).) (54. And that those
who have been given knowledge may know that it (this Qur'an) is the truth from your Lord, so
that they may believe therein, and their hearts may submit to it with humility. And verily,
Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the straight path.)

How the Shaytan threw some Falsehood into the Words of the
Messengers, and how Allah abolished that
At this point many of the scholars of Tafsir mentioned the story of the Gharaniq and how many
of those who had migrated to Ethiopia came back when they thought that the idolators of the
Quraysh had become Muslims, but these reports all come through Mursal chains of narration

and | do not think that any of them may be regarded as Sahih. And Allah knows best. Al-Bukhari
said, "lbn * Abbas said,

( .,5‘ N ? ~)
(in hisrecitation (of the revelation).) "When he spoke, the Shaytan threw (some falsehood) into
his speech, but Allah abolished that which the Shaytan threw in."

(4\_1_1\¢ A1 (‘;S;j M)

(Then Allah establishes His revelations.) ™ Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn * Abbas said,

(/ /,,/ u_]a.\...d\ UAM @.u \J\)

(when he did recite (the revelation), Shaytan threw (some falsehood) in it) "When he spoke,
the Shaytan threw (some falsehood) into his speech." Mujahid said:

(3t 13))

(when he did recite) "When he spoke." It was said that it refersto hisrecitation, whereas,

(0 %)



(but they trust upon Amani) means they speak but they do not write. Al-Baghawi and the
majority of the scholars of Tafsir said:

(he did recite) "Reciting the Book of Allah."
( '.w ) U_L.\.uj‘ @3‘)
(Shaytan threw (some falsehood) init) "In his recitation." Ad-Dahhak said:

(e 13))

(when he did recite) "When he recited." Ibn Jarir said, "This comment is more akin to

interpretation.”
2 oFa, ‘ Y . m\ 8, - o
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(But Yansakh Allah that which Shaytan throws in.) The meaning of the word Naskh in Arabic is
to remove or lift away. " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn * Abbas said, "This means, Allah

cancels out that which the Shaytan throwsin."
(e 415

(And Allah is All-Knower,) means, He knows all matters and events that will happen, and
nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him.
(,ﬂ / )

(All-Wise.) means, in His decree, creation and command, He has perfect wisdom and absolute
proof, hence He says:
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(That He (Allah) may make what is thrown in by Shaytan a trial for those in whose hearts is a
disease) meaning, doubt, Shirk, disbelief and hypocrisy. lbn Jurayj said:

(s sl 3 il



(those in whose heartsis a disease) "The hypocrites, and

(0 2R S » - 1 3‘ )
(and whose hearts are hardened.) means the idolators.”

(20 (385 A (el Ball )

(And certainly, the wrongdoers are in an opposition far-off.) means, far away in misguidance,
resistance and stubbornness, i.e., far from the truth and the correct way.

éj; Oy zsgl\ 3 ?L'j\ ‘jij? u—*ﬂj‘ / })
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(And that those who have been given knowledge may know that it is the truth from your Lord,
so that they may believe therein,) means, “so that those who have been given beneficial
knowledge with which they may differentiate between truth and falsehood, those who believe
in Allah and His Messenger, may know that what We have revealed to you isthe truth from your
Lord, Who has revealed it by His knowledge and under His protection, and He will guard it from
being mixed with anything else.’ Indeed, it isthe Wise Book which,

~
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(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) sent down by the All-Wise,
Worthy of all praise (Allah).) )41:42(

(so that they may believe therein,) means, that they may believe that it is true and act upon

(P sl A )

(and their hearts may submit to it with humility.) means, that their hearts may humble
themselves and accept it.

~
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(And verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the straight path.) means, in this world
and in the Hereafter. In this world, He guides them to the truth and helps them to follow it and
to resist and avoid falsehood; in the Hereafter, He will guide them to the straight path which
leads to the degrees of Paradise, and He will save them from the painful torment and the
dismal levels of Hell.
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(55. And those who disbelieved, will not cease to be in doubt about it until the Hour comes
suddenly upon them, or there comes to them the torment of Yawm " Agim.) (56. The
sovereignty on that Day will be that of Allah. He will judge between them. So those who
believed and did righteous good deeds will be in Gardens of Delight.) (57. And those who
disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, for them will be a humiliating torment (in Hell).)

t© \\

The Disbelievers will remain in Doubt and Confusion

Allah tells us that the disbelievers will remain in doubt concerning this Qur'an. This was the
view of Ibn Jurayj and was the view favored by lbn Jarir.

(:\j;_} .w/ w ..fj @;)

(until the Hour comes suddenly upon them,) Mujahid said: "By surprise." Qatadah said:

()

(suddenly) means, the command of Allah will catch the people unaware. Allah never seizes a
people except when they are intoxicated with pride, enjoying a life of luxury, and they think
that the punishment will never come upon them, but Allah does not punish anyone except the
evildoers.

I o - & o8-, t
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(or there comes to them the torment of Yawm " Agim.) Mujahid said, "Ubay bin Ka b said:
“Yawm * Agim means the day of Badr." " Ikrimah and Mujahid said: "Yawm " Agim means the Day

of Resurrection, following which there will be no night." This was also the view of Ad-Dahhak
and Al-Hasan Al-Basri. Allah says:
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(The sovereignty on that Day will be that of Allah. He will judge between them.) Thisis like the

(The Only Owner of the Day of Recompense) )1:4(
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(The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty), belonging to the Most Gracious
(Allah), and it will be a hard Day for the disbelievers.) )25:26(

(coaliall 1 slee s 15l £0)
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(So those who believed and did righteous good deeds) means, their hearts believed in Allah and
His Messenger , and they acted in accor- dance with what they knew; their words and deeds

were in harmony.
¢ \ - & .
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(in Gardens of Delight.) means, they will enjoy eternal bliss which will never end or fade away.
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(And those who disbelieved and denied QOur Ayat,) means, their hearts rejected and denied the

truth; they disbelieved in it and resisted the Messengers and were too proud to follow them. e

(b Lo 27

(for them will be a humiliating torment. ) means, in recompense for arrogantly turning away
from the truth.
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(Verily, those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!) )40:60(
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(58. Those who emigrated in the cause of Allah and after that were killed or died, surely, Allah
will provide a good provision for them. And verily, it is Allah Who indeed is the Best of those
who make provision.) (59. Truly, He will make them enter an entrance with which they shall be
well-pleased, and verily, Allah indeed is All-Knowing, Most Forbearing.) (60. That is so. And
whoever has retaliated with the like of that which he was made to suffer, and then has again
been wronged, Allah will surely help him. Verily, Allah indeed is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.)

The Great Reward for Those Who migrate in the Cause of Allah
Allah tells us that those who migrate for the sake of Allah, seeking to earn His pleasure and
that which is with Him, leaving behind their homelands, families and friends, leaving their
countries for the sake of Allah and His Messenger to support His religion, then they are killed,

i.e., in Jihad, or they die, i.e., they pass away without being involved in fighting, they will
have earned an immense reward. As Allah says:

dsuyyadll T DA 48 e Z A uAa)
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(And whosoever leaves his home as an emigrant unto Allah and His Messenger, and death
overtakes him, hisreward is then surely incumbent upon Allah) )4:100(
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(surely, Allah will provide a good provision for them.) means, He will reward them from His
bounty and provision in Paradise with that which will bring them joy.

(CB000 s el alll &)



(And verily, it is Allah Who indeed is the Best of those who make provision. Truly, He will make
them enter an entrance with which they shall be well-pleased,) This means Paradise, as Allah
says elsewhere:
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(Then, if he be of those brought near (to Allah), rest and provision, and a Garden of Delights.)
)56:88-89(. Allah tells us that He will grant him rest and provision and a Garden of Delights, as

(Gaa @, A1) %5 )

(surely, Allah will provide a good provision for them.) Then He says:
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(Truly, He will make them enter an entrance with which they shall be well-pleased, and verily,

Allah indeed is All-Knowing,) meaning, He is All-Knowing about those who migrate and strive in
Jihad for His sake and who deserve that (reward).
(v1 / )

(Most Forbearing,) means, He forgives and overlooks their sins, and He accepts as expiation for
their sins, their migration (Hijrah) and their putting their trust in Him. Concerning those who
are killed for the sake of Allah, whether they are Muhajirs (migrants) or otherwise, they are
alive with their Lord and are being provided for, as Allah says:

U G5l a1 i (8 158 ) (s ¥
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(Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their
Lord, and they have provision) )3:169(. There are many Hadiths on this topic, as stated
previously. With regard to those who die for the sake of Allah, whether they are emigrants or
not. This Ayah and the Sahih Hadiths guarantee that they will be well provided for and that
Allah will show them kindness. lbn Abi Hatim recorded that Shurahbil bin As-Smt said: "We

spent a long time besieging a stronghold in the land of the Romans. Salman Al-Farisi, may Allah
be pleased with him, passed by me and said, " | heard the Messenger of Allah say:
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(Whoever dies guarding the borders of Islam, Allah will give him a reward like that reward (of
martyr) and will provide for him and keep him safe from trials. Recite, if you wish: (Those who
emigrated in the cause of Allah and after that were killed or died, surely, Allah will provide a
good provision for them. And verily, it is Allah Who indeed is the Best of those who make
provision. Truly, He will make them enter an entrance with which they shall be well-pleased,
and verily, Allah indeed is All-Knowing, Most Forbearing))" He also recorded that " Abdur-
Rahman bin Jahdam Al-Khawlani was with Fadalah bin "~ Ubayd when they accompanied with
two funerals, at (an island of) sea one of whom had been struck by a catapult, and the other
had passed away. Fadalah bin * Ubayd sat by the grave of the man who had passed away and
someone said to him, "Are you neglecting the martyr and not sitting by his grave" He said, "I
would not mind which of these two graves Allah would resurrect me from, for Allah says:
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(Those who emigrated in the cause of Allah and after that were killed or died, surely, Allah will
provide a good provision for them.)" And he recited these two Ayat, then said, "What should |
seek, O you servant, if | were to enter an entrance to His pleasure, and be provided good
provisions By Allah, | would not mind which of these two graves Allah would resurrect me

from."
(4 s G e e (s )

(That is so. And whoever has retaliated with the like of that which he was made to suffer....)
Mugatil bin Hayan and Ibn Jurayj mentioned that this was revealed about a skirmish in which
the Companions encountered some of the idolators. The Muslims urged them not to fight during



the Sacred Months, but the idolators insisted on fighting and initiated the aggression. So the
Muslims fought them and Allah granted them victory.
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(Verily, Allah indeed is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.)
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(61. That is because Allah merges the night into the day, and He merges the day into the night.
And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) (62. That is because Allah -- He isthe Truth, and what
they invoke besides Him, it isfalse. And verily, Allah -- He is the Most High, the Most Great.)

The Creator and Controller of this World is Allah

Allah tells us that He is the Creator Who directs the affairs of His creation as He wills. He tells
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(Say: "O Allah! Possessor of the power, You give power to whom You will, and You take power
from whom You will, and You endue with honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom You
will. In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are able to do all things. You make the night to
enter into the day, and You make the day to enter into the night, You bring the living out of
the dead, and You bring the dead out of the living. And You give wealth and sustenance to
whom You will, without limit.) )3:26-27( The meaning of "merging" the night into the day and



the day into the night is that the one encroaches upon the other, and vice versa. Sometimes
the night islong and the day is short, asin winter, and sometimes the day is long and the night
is short, asin summer.

(,g - a8 - - jx‘ &. T/ )
(And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) He hears what His servants say, and He sees them,

nothing about them or their movement is hidden from Him whatsoever. When Allah tells us that
He is controlling the affairs of all that exists, and that He judges, and there is none to reverse

His judgement, He says:
E _ _ ~ £ _ .
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(That is because Allah -- He is the Truth,) meaning, the true God, besides Whom no one
deserves worship. He is the Possessor of the greatest sovereignty; whatever He wills happens
and whatever He does not will does not happen. Everything is in need of Him and submits to
Him.

(bl b 4393 e s L )

(and what they invoke besides Him, it is false.) meaning, the idols and false gods. Everything
that is worshipped instead of Him -- may He be exalted -- is false, because it can neither bring

benefit nor cause harm.
(DSl 1= oA Al &)

(And verily, Allah -- He isthe Most High, the Most Great.) Thisis like the Ayat:

(panl) (1) 5 )
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(the Most Great, the Most High) )13:9(. Everything is subject to His might and power; there is
no God except Him and no Lord besides Him, because He is the Aimighty and there is none
mightier than He, the Most High and there is none higher than He, the Most Great and there is
none greater than He. Exalted, sanctified, and glorified be He far above all that the evildoers
say.

(and He is the Most High, the Most Great) )42:4(
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(63. See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, and then the earth becomes green
Verily, Allah is the Most Kind and Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things.) (64. To Him
belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth. And verily, Allah -- He is Rich,
Worthy of all praise.) (65. See you not that Allah has subjected to you all that is on the earth,
and the ships that sail through the sea by His command He withholds the heaven from falling on
the earth except by His leave. Verily, Allah is for mankind, full of kindness, Most Merciful.) (66.
It is He, Who gave you life, and then will cause you to die, and will again give you life. Verily,
man is indeed Kafurun.)

Signs of the Power of Allah

Thisis a further sign of His might and power; that he sends the winds to drive the clouds which
deliver rain to the barren land where nothing grows, land which is dry, dusty and desiccated.
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(but when We send down water on it, it isstirred (to life), and it swells) )22:5(.
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(and then the earth becomes green) This indicates the sequence of events and how everything
follows on according to its nature. Thisis like the Ayah:

(Axias mm&sm’;mmﬂsﬁ)



(Then We made the Nutfah into a clot , then We made the clot into a little lump of flesh)
)23:14(. It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that between each stage there are forty days. Allah's
saying,
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(and then the earth becomes green) means, it becomes green after being dry and lifeless. It
was reported from some of the people of Al-Hijaz that the land turns green after rainfall. And

Allah knows best.
oA Cadatady) o)
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(Verily, Allah is the Most Kind and Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things.) He knows what
seeds are in the various regions of the earth, no matter how small they are. Nothing
whatsoever is hidden from Him. Each of those seeds receives its share of water and begins to
grow, as Lugman said:
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("O my son! If it be equal to the weight of a grain of mustard seed, and though it be in a rock,
or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well-Aware.)
)31:16( And Allah says:
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(...s0 they do not worship Allah, Who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens and the
earth.) )27:25(
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(not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything
fresh or dry, but iswritten in a Clear Record.) )6:59(
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(And nothing is hidden from your Lord, the weight of a speck of dust on the earth or in the
heaven. Not what is less than that or what is greater than that but it is (written) in a Clear

Record.) )10:61(
(U= b Wy eyl a4

(To Him belongs all that isin the heavens and all that is on the earth.) He owns all things, and
He has no need of anything besides Himself, everything is in need of Him and in a state of
submission to Him.
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(See you not that Allah has subjected to you all that is on the earth,) animals, inanimate
things, crops and fruits. Thisis like the Ayah:
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(And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth) )45:13(,
meaning that all of thisis a blessing and out of His kindness.
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(and the ships that sail through the sea by His command) That is because He subjugates it to
them and makes it easy for them. In the raging sea with its tempestuous waves, the ships sail
gently with their passengers and carry them wherever they want to go for trading and other

purposes from one land to another, so that they bring goods from here to there, or vice versa,
whatever people want or need.

(4330 Y a1 e 8 o sl Bl )

(He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth except by His leave.) If He willed, He could
give the sky permission to fall on the earth, and whoever is in it would be killed, but by His
kindness, mercy and power, He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth, except by His
leave. He says:
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(Verily, Allah is for mankind, full of kindness, Most Merciful.) meaning, even though they do
wrong. As Allah says elsewhere:
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(But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in spite of their wrongdoing. And verily,
your Lord is severe in punishment) )13:6(.
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(It is He, Who gave you life, and then will cause you to die, and will again give you life. Verily,
man is indeed Kafurun.) Thisis like the Ayat:
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(How can you disbelieve in Allah Seeing that you were dead and He gave you life. Then He will
give you death, then again will bring you to life and then unto Him you will return.) )2:28(,
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(Say: "Allah gives you life, then causes you to die, then He will assemble you on the Day of
Resurrection about which there is no doubt.") )45:26(,
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(They will say: "Cur Lord! You have made us to die twice, and You have given us life twice!")
)40:11( So how can you set up rivals to Allah and worship others besides Him when He is the
One Who is independent in His powers of creation, provision and control of the existence
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(It is He, Who gave you life,) means, He gave you life after you were nothing, and brought you

into existence.
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(and then will cause you to die, and will again give you life.) means, on the Day of

Resurrection.
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(Verily, man isindeed Kafurun.) meaning, denying.
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(67. For every nation We have made Mansak which they must follow; so let them not dispute
with you on the matter, but invite them to your Lord. Verily, you indeed are on the straight

guidance.) (68. And if they argue with you, say: "Allah knows best of what you do.") (69. "Allah
will judge between you on the Day of Resurrection about that wherein you used to differ.")

Every Nation has its Religious Ceremonies

Allah tells us that He has made Mansak for every nation. lbn Jarir said, "This means that there
are Mansak for every Prophet's nation." He said, "The origin of the word Mansik in Arabic means
the place to which a person returns repeatedly, for good or evil purposes. So the Manasik
(rites) of Hajj are so called because the people return to them and adhere to them." If the
phrase "For every nation We have ordained religious ceremonies’ means that every Prophet's
nation has its religious ceremonies as ordained by Allah, then the phrase "So let them (the
pagans) not dispute with you on the matter" refers to the idolators. If the phrase "For every
nation We have ordained religious ceremonies’ means that it is the matter of Qadar (divine

decree), asin the Ayah,
(fe—‘jy“ VP dﬁfj)

(For each nation there is a direction to which they face))2:148( Allah says here:
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(which they Nasikuh) meaning, which they must act upon. The pronoun here refers back to

those who have these religious ceremonies and ways, i.e., they do this by the will and decree
of Allah, so do not let their dispute with you over that divert you from following the truth.

Allah says:
(e 538 S ) 5, 1) 1)

(but invite them to your Lord. Verily, you indeed are on the straight guidance.) i.e., a clear
and straight path which will lead you to the desired end. Thisis like the Ayah:
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(And let them not turn you away from the Ayat of Allah after they have been sent down to you:
and invite to your Lord) )28:87(
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(And if they argue with you, say: "Allah knows best what you do.") Thisis like the Ayah:
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(And if they belie you, say: "For me are my deeds and for you are your deeds! You are innocent
of what | do, and | am innocent of what you do!") )10:41(
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(Allah knows best of what you do.) Thisis a stern warning and definite threat, asin the Ayah:
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(He knows best of what you say among yourselves concerning it! Sufficient is He as a witness
between me and you!))46: 8(. Allah says here:
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(Allah will judge between you on the Day of Resurrection about that wherein you used to
differ.) Thisislike the Ayah:
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(So unto this then invite, and stand firm as you are commanded, and follow not their desires
but say: "l believe in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the Book.") )42:15(
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(70. Know you not that Allah knows all that isin the heaven and on the earth Verily, it is (all)
in the Book. Verily, that is easy for Allah.)

Allah tells us how perfect is His knowledge of His creation, and that
He encompasses all that isin the heavens and on earth.

Not even the weight of a speck of dust, or less than that or greater escapes His knowledge in
the heavens or in the earth. He knows all things even before they happen, and He has written
that in His Book, Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz, as was reported in Sahih Muslim from ~ Abdullah bin ™~ Amr,
who said, "The Messenger of Allah said:
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(Allah issued His decrees concerning the measurement and due proportion of the creatures fifty
thousand years before He created the heavens and the earth, and His Throne was over the
water.) In the SQunan, it was reported from a group of the Companions that the Messenger of
Allah said:
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(The first thing that Allah created was the Pen. He said to it, "Write!" It said, "What should |

write" He said, "Write what will happen," so the Pen wrote everything that will happen until the
Day of Resurrection.) Allah says:
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(Verily, it is (all) in the Book. Verily, that is easy for Allah.)

f_\_Lluaéu d/“ e]um\ U}J uA /uj“o”)

£ 8 .ﬁ.o:.../"/1

0 D g (&2 O H\\g ?ﬁ_\l‘; u:j'” \J\j
- ﬁ /# ° - /h - c q} L
Al skl K RN 158 pdll
2 . ¢ 2oy é%féiag & - o o -, o
AN e pd WK Wil agle o6l

2 - - g - ,e/.//.ﬂ,« - ss - 8 4G
(71. And they worship besides Allah others for which He has sent down no authority, and of
which they have no knowledge; and for the wrongdoers there is no helper.) (72. And when Qur
clear Ayat are recited to them, you will notice a denial on the faces of the disbelievers! They
are nearly ready to attack with violence those who recite Cur Ayat to them. Say: "Shall | tell

you of something worse than that The Fire which Allah has promised to those who disbelieved,
and worst indeed isthat destination!")

The Idolators' worship of others besides Allah and Their vehement
rejection of the Ayat of Allah
Allah tells us that the idolators, in their ignorance and disbelief, worship besides Allah others

which He has sent down no authority for, i.e., no proof or evidence for such behavior. This is
like the Ayah:
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(And whoever calls upon, besides Allah, any other god, of whom he has no proof; then his

reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, the disbelievers will not be successful.) )23:117( So
Allah says here:
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(for which He has sent down no authority, and of which they have no knowledge;) meaning,
they have no knowledge in the subject that they fabricate lies about; it is only something
which was handed down to them from their fathers and ancestors, with no evidence or proof,
and its origins lie in that which the Shaytan beautified for them and made attractive to them.

Allah warned them:
(el o Cpaldall W)

(and for the wrongdoers there is no helper.) meaning, no one to help them against Allah when
He sends His punishment and torment upon them. Then Allah says:
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(And when Qur clear Ayat are recited to them, ) means, when the Ayat of the Qur'an and clear
evidence and proof for Tawhid of Allah are mentioned to them, and they are told that there is
no god besides Allah and that the Messengers spoke the truth,
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(They are nearly ready to attack with violence those who recite Our Ayat to them.) then they
nearly attack and do harm to those who bring proof to them from the Qur'an, and cause them

harm using their tongues and hands.
(° .‘)

(Say) O Muhammad to these people,
Ol ATl e’y AN KNS o Ty LA
(154



(Shall 1 tell you of something worse than that The Fire which Allah has promised to those who
disbelieved,) The fire and wrath and torment of Allah are far worse than that with which you
are trying to scare the believing close friends of Allah in this world. The punishment in the
Hereafter for these deeds of yours is worse than that what you claim you want to do to the

believers.
(Daadd) i)

(and worst indeed is that destination!) how terrible isthe Fire as a final destination and abode!
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(Evil indeed it is as an abode and as a place to rest in. ) )25:66(
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(73. O mankind! A parable has been made, so listen to it: Verily, those on whom you call
besides Allah, cannot create a fly, even though they combine together for the purpose. And if
the fly snatches away a thing from them, they will have no power to release it from the fly. So

weak are the seeker and the sought.) (74. They have not regarded Allah with His rightful
esteem. Verily, Allah is All-Srong, All-Mighty.)

The insignificance of the Idols and the foolishness of their
Worshippers

Here Allah points out the insignificance of the idols and the foolishness of those who worship

them.
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(O mankind! A parable has been made,) meaning, a parable of that which is worshipped by
those who are ignorant of Allah and who join others as partners with Him.

(A1 52al3)



(so listen to it) pay attention and understand.
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(Verily, those on whom you call besides Allah, cannot create a fly, even though they combine
together for the purpose.) Even if all the idols and false gods whom you worship were to come
together to create a single fly, they would not be able to do that. Imam Ahmad recorded that
Abu Hurayrah recorded the Marfu™ report:
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("Who does more wrong than one who tries to create something like My creation Let them
create an ant or a fly or a seed like My creation!") This was also recorded by the authors of the
Two Sahihs via ® Umarah from Abu Zur® ah from Abu Hurayrah, who said that the Prophet said: a

GG Tl s allal s Jaly T &) Uy
By | sal518 Ua\jd;_ds (RS

(Allah says: "Who does more wrong than one who tries to create (something) like My creation
Let them create an ant, let them create a grain of barley.") Then Allah says:
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(And if the fly snatches away a thing from them, they will have no power to release it from the
fly.) They are unable to create a single fly and, moreover, they are unable to resist it or take
revenge against it if it were to take anything from the good and perfumed thing on which it
lands. If they wanted to recover that, they would not be able to, even though the fly is the
weakest and most insignificant of Allah's creatures. Allah says:

(sl Lol i)

(S weak are the seeker and the sought.) Ibn ~ Abbas said, "The seeker is the idol and the
sought is the fly." This was the view favored by Ibn Jarir, and it is what is apparent from the
context. As-Quddi and others said, "The seeker is the worshipper, and the sought is the idol."
Then Allah says:

(o0 T3 4Bl 1 )38 L)



(They have not regarded Allah with His rightful esteem.) meaning, they have not recognized
the might and power of Allah when they wor- ship alongside Him those who cannot even ward

off a fly, because they are so weak and incapable.
"0 o gal all) )
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(Verily, Allah is All-&rong, All-Mighty.) means, He is the All-Srong Who, by His might and
power, created all things.
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(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for Him)
)30:27(
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(Verily, the punishment of your Lord is severe and painful. Verily, He it is Who begins and
repeats.) )85:12-13(
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(Verily, Allah isthe Provider, Owner of power, the Most Srong.) )51:58(.
(D2=)
(All-Mighty) means, He has subjugated and subdued all things, and there is none that can resist
Him or overcome His might and power, and He is the One, the Qubduer.
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(75. Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from men. Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.)
(76. He knows what is before them, and what is behind them. And to Allah return all matters.)



Allah chooses Messengers from the Angels and Messengers from
Mankind

Allah tells us that He chooses Messengers from His angels as He wills by His law and decree, and
He chooses Messengers from mankind to convey His Message.
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(Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) means, He hears all that His servants say, and He sees
them and knows who among them is deserving of that, as He says:
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(Allah knows best with whom to place His Message) )6: 124(
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(He knows what is before them, and what is behind them. And to Allah return all matters.) He
knows what will happen to His Messengers and the Message He sent them with, for none of
their affairs are hidden from Him. He says:
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("The All-Knower of the Ghayb (Unseen), and He reveals to none His Ghayb."))72:26( until His
saying;
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(and He keeps count of all things.) )72:28( So He, may He be glorified, is guarding them, and is
Witness to what is said about them. He is protecting them and supporting them.
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(O Messenger! Proclaim which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you do not,
then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind) )5:67(.
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(77. O you who believe! Bow down, and prostrate yourselves, and worship your Lord and do
good that you may be successful.) (78. And strive hard in Allah's cause as you ought to strive.
He has chosen you, and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship: it is the religion of your
father Ibrahim. He has named you Muslims both before and in this (Qur'an), that the Messenger
may be a witness over you and you be witnesses over mankind! So, perform the Salah, give the
Zakah and hold fast to Allah. He is your Mawla, what an Excellent Mawla and what an Excellent
Helper!)

The Command to worship Allah and engage in Jihad

It was reported from * Ugbah bin * Amir that the Prophet said:
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(Surat Al-Hajj has been blessed with two Sajdahs, so whoever does not prostrate them should
not read them.)

- j../ . 2 s -
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(And strive hard in Allah's cause as you ought to strive.) means, with your wealth and your
tongues and your bodies. Thisis like the Ayah:



(Have Taqwa of Allah asis His due.) )3:102(

(i )

(He has chosen you,) means, * O Ummah )of Islam(, Allah has selected you and chosen you over
all other nations, and has favored you and blessed you and honored you with the noblest of
Messengers and the noblest of Laws.’
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(and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship) He has not given you more than you can
bear and He has not obliged you to do anything that will cause you difficulty except that He has
created for you a way out. So the Salah, which is the most important pillar of Islam after the
two testimonies of faith, is obligatory, four Rak™ ahs when one is settled, which are shortened
to two Rak’ ah when one is traveling. According to some Imams, only one Rak™ ahs is obligatory
at times of fear, as was recorded in the Hadith. A person may pray while walking or riding,
facing the Qiblah or otherwise. When praying optional prayers while traveling, one may face
the Qiblah or not. A person is not obliged to stand during the prayer if he is sick; the sick
person may pray sitting down, and if he is not able to do that then he may pray lying on his
side. And there are other exemptions and dispensations which may apply to the obligatory
prayers and other duties. So the Prophet said:
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(I have been sent with the easy Hanifi way.) And he said to Mu” adh and Abu Musa, when he
sent them as governorsto Yemen:
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(Give good news and do not repel them. Make things easy for the people and do not make the
things difficult for them.) And there are many similar Hadiths. Ibn * Abbas said concerning the

(7o Oe ol 8 aSle Jaa W)

(and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship), "This means difficulty.”

(P 3 5 AL0)

(It isthe religion of your father lbrahim. ) lbn Jarir said, "This refers back to the Ayah,



(and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship) meaning, any difficulty.” On the contrary,
He has made it easy for you, like the religion of your father Ibrahim. He said, "It may be that it

means: adhere to the religion of your father Ibrahim." | say: This interpretation of the Ayah is
like the Ayah:
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(Say: "Truly, my Lord has guided me to a straight path, a right religion, the religion of Ibrahim,
a Hanif) )6:161(
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(He has named you Muslims both before and in this (Qur'an),) Imam " Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak
said, narrating from Ibn Jurayj, from "~ Ata', from lbn * Abbas: concerning Allah's saying,

(}Y“ . . lo }]\}sﬁ/ /})
(He has named you Muslims before) "This refers to Allah, may He be glorified." This was also

the view of Mujahid, * Ata, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, Muqgatil bin Hayyan and Qatadah. Mujahid
said, "Allah named you Muslims before, in the previous Books and in Adh-Dhikr,
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(and in this) means, the Qur'an.” This was also the view of others, because Allah says:
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(He has chosen you, and has not laid upon you in religion any hardship) Then He urged them to
follow the Message which His Messenger brought, by reminding them that this was the religion
of their father Ibrahim. Then He mentioned His blessings to this Ummah, whereby He
mentioned them and praised them long ago in the Books of the Prophets which were recited to

the rabbis and monks. Allah says:
(}Soa . “. So }]\}S&/ /})



(He has named you Muslims both before) meaning, before the Qur'an,

(and in this.) Under the explanation of this Ayah, An-Nasa'i recorded from Al-Harith Al-Ash” ari
from the Messenger of Allah , who said:
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(Whoever adopts the call of Jahiliyyah, will be one of those who will crawl on their knees in
Hell.) A man said, "O Messenger of Allah, even if he fasts and performs Salah" He said,
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(Yes, even if he fasts and performs Salah. So adopt the call of Allah whereby He called you
Muslims and believers and servants of Allah.)

(W e

(that the Messenger may be a witness over you and you be witnesses over mankind!) means,
“thus We have made you a just and fair nation, the best of nations, and all other nations will
testify to your justice. On the Day of Resurrection you will be,

(Ll e elag)

(witnesses over mankind)," because on that Day all the nations will acknowledge its leadership
and its precedence over all others. Therefore, on the Day of Resurrection the testimony of the
members of this community will be accepted as proof that the Messengers conveyed the
Message of their Lord to them, and the Messenger will testify that he conveyed the Message to

them.
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(So perform the Salah, give Zakah) means, respond to this great blessing with gratitude by
fulfilling your duties towards Allah, doing that which He has enjoined upon you and avoiding
that which He had forbidden. Among the most important duties are establishing regular prayer

and giving Zakah. Zakah is a form of beneficence towards Allah's creatures, whereby He has
enjoined upon the rich to give a little of their wealth to the poor each year, to help the weak



and needy. We have already mentioned its explanation in the Ayah of Zakah in Surat At-
Tawbah (9:5).

(AL s

(and hold fast to Allah.) means, seek the help and support of Allah and put your trust in Him,

and get strength from Him.
(o s So -~ - 8 )

(He is your Mawla,) meaning, He is your Protector and your Helper, He is the One Who will
cause you to prevail against your enemies.

(el i’y (Toull n2d)

(what an Excellent Mawla and what an Excellent Helper!) He is the best Mawla and the best
Helper against your enemies. Thisis the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Hajj. May Allah bless our
Prophet Muhammad and his family and Companions, and grant them peace; may Allah honor
and be pleased with the Companions and those who follow them in truth until the Day of
Resurrection.

The Tafsir of Surat Al-Mu'minun
(Chapter - 23)
Which was Revealed in Makkah
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(1. Successful indeed are the believers.) (2. Those who with their Salah are Khashi* un.) (3. And
those who turn away from Al-Laghw.) (4. And those who pay the Zakah.) (5. And those who
guard their private parts.) (6. Except from their wives or their right hand possessions, for then,
they are free from blame.) (7. But whoever seeks beyond that, then those are the
transgressors.) (8. Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat and to their covenants are
Ra’ un.) (9. And those who strictly guard their Salawat.) (10. These are indeed the heirs. ) (11.
Who shall inherit Firdaws. They shall dwell therein forever.)

The Success is for the believers whose qualities are described here

~ ~ >
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(Successful indeed are the believers) means, they have attained victory and are blessed, for
they have succeeded. These are the believers who have the following characteristics:

(Those who with their Salah are Khashi™ un.) " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that lbn * Abbas said:

(/. 2 :. /.
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"(Khashi® un) means those with fear and with tranquillity."” This was also narrated from Mujahid,
Al-Hasan, Qatadah and Az-Zuhri. It was reported from ~ Ali bin Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased
with him, that Khushu™ means the Khushu® of the heart. This was also the view of Ibrahim An-
Nakha' i. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "Their Khushu™ was in their hearts." So they lowered their gaze
and were humble towards others. Khushu™ in prayer is only attained by the one who has
emptied his heart totally, who does not pay attention to anything else besides it, and who
prefersit above all else. At that point it becomes a delight and a joy for eyes, asin the Hadith
recorded by Imam Ahmad and An-Nasa'i from Anas, who said that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(Fragrance and women have been made dear to me, and Salah was made the joy of my eye.)
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(And those who turn away from Al-Laghw.) refers to falsehood, which includes Sirk and sin,
and any words or deeds that are of no benefit. As Allah says:
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(And if they pass by Al-Laghw, they pass by it with dignity))25:72(. Qatadah said: "By Allah,
there came to them from Allah that which kept them away from that (evil)."
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(And those who pay the Zakah.) Most commentators say that the meaning here is the Zakah
that is paid on wealth, even though this Ayah was revealed in Makkah, and Zakah was ordained
in Al-Madinah in the year 2 H. The apparent meaning isthat the Zakah that wasinstituted in Al-

Madinah is the one based upon the Nusub and the specific amounts, apart from which it seems
that the basic principle of Zakah was enjoined in Makkah. As Allah says in Surat Al-An" am,

which was also revealed in Makkah:
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(but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest, ) )6:141( It could be that what is meant
here by Zakah is purification of the soul from Shirk and filth, asin the Ayah:
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(Indeed he succeeds who purifies himself (Zakkaha). And indeed he fails who corrupts himself.)
)91:9-10( It could be that both meanings are intended, purification of the soul and of one's
wealth, because that is part of the purification of the soul, and the true believer is one who
pays attention to both matters. And Allah knows best.
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(And those who guard their private parts. Except from their wives and their right hand
possessions, for then, they are free from blame. But whoever seeks beyond that, then those
are the transgressors.) means, those who protect their private parts from unlawful actions and
do not do that which Allah has forbidden; fornication and homosexuality, and do not approach
anyone except the wives whom Allah has made permissible for them or their right hand
possessions from the captives. One who seeks what Allah has made permissible for him is not to
be blamed and there is no sin on him. Allah says:
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(they are free from blame. But whoever seeks beyond that) meaning, other than a wife or slave
girl,
(O3 2h St )

(then those are the transgressors.) meaning , aggressors.
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(Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat and to their covenants) When they are entrusted
with something, they do not betray that trust, but they fulfill it, and when they make a

promise or make a pledge, they are true to their word. This is not like the hypocrites about
whom the Messenger of Allah said:
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(The signs of the hypocrite are three: when he speaks he lies, when he makes a promise he
breaksit, and when he is entrusted with something he betrays that trust.)

((Oshing agisha o ab 0pill)

(And those who strictly guard their Salawat.) means, they persistently offer their prayers at
their appointed times, as Ibn Mas ud said: "I asked the Messenger of Allah , * O Messenger of
Allah, which deed is most beloved to Allah' He said,
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(Prayer at the appointed time.) | said, " Then what' He said,
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(Kindness to one's parents. ) | said, ~ Then what' He said,
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(Jihad in the way of Allah.) It was recorded in the Two Sahihs. Qatadah said: "At the fixed
times, with the proper bowing and prostration.” Allah begins and ends this list of praiseworthy
qualities with Salah, which isindicative of its virtue, asthe Prophet said:
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(Adhere to righteousness, you will never be able encompass it all. Know that the best of your
deeds is Salah. None will preserve his Wuddu' except the believer.) Having described them with
these praiseworthy characteristics and righteous deeds, Allah then says:
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(These are indeed the heirs. Who shall inherit Firdaws. They shall dwell therein forever.) It was
recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(If you ask Allah for Paradise, then ask him for Al-Firdaws, for it isthe highest part of Paradise,
in the middle of Paradise, and from it spring the rivers of Paradise, and above it isthe (Mighty)




Throne of the Most Merciful.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger
of Allah said:
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(There is not one among you who does not have two homes, a home in Paradise and a home in
Hell. If he dies and enters Hell, the people of Paradise will inherit his home, and this is what
Allah said: (These are indeed the heirs.) Ibn Jurayj narrated from Layth from Mujahid:

(sl ab )

(These are indeed the heirs.) "The believers will inherit the homes of the disbelievers because
they were created to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate. So when these believers
did what was enjoined on them of worship, and the disbelievers neglected to do that which
they were commanded to do and for which they had been created, the believers gained the
share that they would have been given if they had obeyed their Lord. Indeed, they will be
given more than that as well." This is what was reported in Sahih Muslim from Abu Burdah,
from his father, from the Prophet who said:

5% Cpaladl (e (W0 LA BT e a
uji: L@_gm}j ?éj AT ’V‘cd\_\;]\ dh.J
«s)balll’y 2 sl

(Some of the Muslims will come on the Day of Resurrection with sins like mountains, but Allah
will forgive them and put (their burden of sin) on the Jews and Christians.) According to
another version: the Messenger of Allah said:
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(When the Day of Resurrection comes, Allah will appoint for every Muslim a Jew or Christian,
and it will be said, "This is your ransom from the Fire.") “Umar bin ~ Abd Al-" Aziz asked Abu
Burdah to swear by Allah besides Whom there is no other God, three times, that his father told
him that from the Prophet , and he swore that oath. | say: this Ayah is like Allah's saying:

Gﬂu\iwbd\_\cwi_\g‘;wﬂm‘:ﬂb)

(

(Such is the Paradise which We shall give as an inheritance to those of Our servants who have
had Tagwa.) )19:63(

((C1shess 28 Lo o st f 30 20 )

(This is the Paradise which you have been made to inherit because of your deeds which you
used to do.) )43:72(
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(12. And indeed We created man out of an extract of Tin.) (13. Thereafter We made him a
Nutfah in a safe lodging.) (14. Then We made the Nutfah mto a clot, then We made the clot
into a little lump of flesh, then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones, then We
clothed the bones with flesh, and then We brought it forth as another creation. S Blessed is
Allah, the Best of creators.) (15. After that, surely you will die.) (16. Then (again), surely you
will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection.)

The Sign of Allah in the progressive creation of Man from Clay then
from Nutfah and thereafter

Allah tells us how He initially created man from an extract of Tin. This was Adam, peace be
upon him, whom Allah created from sounding clay of altered black smooth mud. Ibn Jarir said,
"Adam was called Tin because he was created from it." Qatadah said, "Adam was created from



Tin." This is the more apparent meaning and is closer to the context, for Adam, upon him be
peace, was created from a sticky Tin, which is a sounding clay of altered black smooth mud,
and that is created from dust, as Allah says:
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(And among His signs is this that He created you (Adam) from dust, and then -- behold you are
human beings scattered!) )30:20( Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Musa that the Prophet said:
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(Allah created Adam from a handful which He picked up from throughout the earth, so the sons
of Adam came forth accordingly, red and white and black and in between, evil and good and in
between.) Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded something similar. At-Tirmidhi said, "It is Sahih

(Thereafter We made him a Nutfah.) Here the pronoun refers back to humankind, asin another

Ayah:
}(\ AEN 1”’ 5" 5K u.u;‘ Lglj\)
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(and He began the creation of man from clay. Then He made his offspring from semen of
despised water.) )32:7,8( meaning, weak, as He says:
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(Did We not create you from a despised water Then We placed it in a place of safety.) )77:20-
21( meaning the womb, which is prepared and readily equipped for that,

(sl 8 8 - o b 8 )

(For a known period. So We did measure; and We are the Best to measure) )77:22-23( meaning,
for a known period of time, until it is established and moves from one stage to the next. Allah

(fale 2ald) Vel )

(Then We made the Nutfah into a clot,) meaning, “then We made the Nutfah, which is the
water gushing forth that comes from the loins of man, i.e., his back, and the ribs of woman,
i.e., the bones of her chest, between the clavicle and the breast. Then it becomes a red clot,
like an elongated clot.' " Ikrimah said, "This is blood."

CESVRTHAREEE)

(then We made the clot into a little lump of flesh,) which is like a piece of flesh with no shape

or features.
(t ], e L0, }3‘1/,@}/, »‘)

(then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones,) meaning, * We gave it shape, with a
head, two arms and two legs, with its bones, nerves and veins.'

(then We clothed the bones with flesh,) meaning, * We gave it something to cover it and

strengthen it.’
I e, SN
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(and then We brought it forth as another creation.) means, “then We breathed the soul into it,
and it moved and became a new creature, one that could hear, see, understand and move.

REEERE S



(So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators.)
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(and then We brought it forth as another creation. ) Al-" Awfi reported that Ibn * Abbas said,
"We change it from one stage to another until it emerges as an infant, then it grows up through
the stages of being a child, adolescent, youth, mature man, old man and senile man." Imam
Ahmad recorded in his Musnad that ~ Abdullah -- Ibn Mas ud -- said, "The Messenger of Allah ,
the Truthful One, told us:
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(The creation of anyone of you is gathered for forty days in his mother's stomach as a Nutfah,
then he becomes a clot for a similar period of time, then he becomes a little lump of flesh for
a similar length of time. Then the angel is sent to him and he breathes the soul into it, and
four things are decreed: his provision, his life-span, his deeds, and whether he will be
wretched or blessed. By the One besides Whom there is no other god, one of you may do the
deeds of the people of Paradise until there is no more than a forearm's length between him and
it, then the decree will overtake him and he will do the deeds of the people of Hell and thus
enter Hell. And a man may do the deeds of the people of Hell until there is no more than a
forearm's length between him and it, then the decree will overtake him and he will do finally




the deeds of the people of Paradise and thus enter Paradise.) This was recorded by Al-Bukhari

and Muslim.
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(So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators.) means, when Allah mentions His ability and subtlety
in creating this Nutfah and taking it from stage to stage until it takes the shape of a perfectly

formed human being, He says,
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(So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators.)
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(After that, surely you will die.) means, after first being created from nothing, you will

eventually die.
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(Then (again), surely you will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection.) means, you will be

created anew.
“ F “fon® O @
(O}y\ sl Zw.u.\j A ;ﬁ)

(and then Allah will bring forth the creation of the Hereafter) )29:20( means, the Day of
Return, when the souls will be restored to their bodies and all of creation will be brought to
account. Everyone will be rewarded or punished according to his deeds -- if they are good then
he will be rewarded, and if they are bad then he will be punished.

(i g

(17. And indeed We have created above you seven Tara'iq, and We are never unaware of the
creation.)

His Sign in the creation of the Heavens

After mentioning the creation of man, Allah then mentions the creation of the seven heavens.
Allah often mentions the creation of the heavens and earth alongside the creation of man, as
He says elsewhere:



B be DSl Ga e )
(LD

(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind)
)40:57(. A similar Ayah appears at the beginning of Surat As-Sajdah, which the Messenger of
Allah used to recite on Friday mornings. At the beginning it mentions the creation of the
heavens and earth, then it says how man was created from semen from clay, and it also
discusses the resurrection and rewards and punishments, and other matters.

(G i)

(seven Tara'iq.) Mujahid said, "This means the seven heavens." This is like the Ayat:
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(The seven heavens and the earth and all that istherein, glorify Him) )17:44(
(BUds gl i ATl 1A & 15 )
(See you not how Allah has created the seven heavens one above another) )71:15(
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(It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the earth the like thereof. His command
descends between them (heavens and earth), that you may know that Allah has power over all
things, and that Allah surrounds all thingsin (His) knowledge) )65:12( Smilarly, Allah says here:

(i g

(And indeed We have created above you seven Tara'iq, and We are never unaware of the
creation.) meaning, Allah knows what goes into the earth and what comes out of it, what



comes down from heaven and what goes up into it. He is with you wherever you are, and Allah
sees what you do. No heaven is hidden from Him by another and no earth is hidden from Him by
another. There is no mountain but He knows its features, and no sea but He knows what is in
its depths. He knows the numbers of what is in the mountains, the hills, the sands, the seas,
the landscapes and the trees.
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(And not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor
anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.) )6:59(
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(18. And We sent down from the sky water in measure, and We gave it lodging in the earth, and
verily, We are able to take it away.) (19. Then We brought forth for you therewith gardens of
date palms and grapes, wherein is much fruit for you, and whereof you eat.) (20. And a tree
that springs forth from Tur Snai, that grows oil, and relish for the eaters.) (21. And verily, in
the cattle there isindeed a lesson for you. We give you to drink of that which isin their bellies.

And there are, in them, numerous benefits for you, and of them you eat.) (22. And on them,
and on ships you are carried.)

Allah's Signs and Blessings in the Rain, Vegetation, Trees and Cattle



Allah mentions His innumerable blessings to His servants, whereby He sends down rain in due
measure, meaning, according to what is needed, not so much that it damages the lands and
buildings, and not so little to be insufficient for crops and fruits, but whatever is needed for
irrigation, drinking and other benefits. If there is a land that needs a lot of water for its
irrigation but its fertile soil would be carried away if rain fell on it, then Allah sends water to it
from another land, as in the case of Egypt, which is said to be a barren land. Allah sends the
water of the Nile to it, which brings red soil from Ethiopia when it rains there. The water
brings the red soil which is used to irrigate the land of Egypt, and whatever of it is deposited is
used for agriculture, because the land of Egypt is infertile, and most of it is sand. Glory be to
the Subtle One, the All-Knowing, the Most Merciful, the Forgiving.

(L)Y 3 sliLs)

(and We gave it lodging in the earth,) means, “when the water comes down from the clouds,
We cause it to settle in the earth, and We cause the earth to absorb it and the seeds etc. in

the earth to be nourished by it.'
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(and verily, We are able to take it away.) means, " if We wanted to cause it not to rain, We
could do so; if We wanted to divert it towards the wilderness and wastelands, We could do so;
if We wanted to make it salty so that you could not benefit from it for drinking or irrigation,
We could do so; if We wanted to cause it not to be absorbed by the earth, but to remain on the
surface, We could do so; if We wanted to make it go deep underground where you would not be
able to reach it and you could not benefit from it, We could do so.' But by His grace and mercy,
He causes sweet, fresh water to fall on you from the clouds, then it settles in the earth and
forms springs and rivers, and you use it to irrigate your crops and fruits, and you drink it and
give it to your livestock and cattle, and you bathe and purify yourselves with it. To Him is due
the praise and thanks.

(i it g i 45 R0 1)

(Then We brought forth for you therewith gardens of date palms and grapes,) means, " from
that which We send down from the sky, We bring forth for you gardens and orchards which look

beautiful.’
z0 - T
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(of date palms and grapes,) These were the kinds of gardens that were known to the people of
the Hijaz, but there is no difference between a thing and its counterpart. The people of each
region have fruits which are the blessing of Allah given to them, and for which they cannot

properly thank Allah enough.
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(wherein is much fruit for you,) means, of all fruits. As Allah says elsewhere:
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(With it )the rain( He causes to grow for you the crops, the olives, the date palms, the grapes,

and every kind of fruit) )16:11(.

(and whereof you eat.) This implies that you look at its beauty, wait for it to ripen, then eat
from it.
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(And a tree that springs forth from Tur Snai,) means the olive tree. Tur means a mountain.
Some of the scholars said, "It is called Tur if there are trees on it, and if it is bare it is called

Jabal, not Tur. And Allah knows best. Mount Snai is the same as Tur Snin, and it is the
mountain on which Allah spoke to Musa bin " Imran, peace be upon him, and in the surrounding

mountains there are olive trees.
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(that grows ail,) Some scholars think it )linguistically( means that it brings forth oil. Others say
it )linguistically( means "comes forth with oil." Allah said,

(&)
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(for the eaters. ) means, it contains a beneficial oil and condiment. * Abd bin Humayd recorded
in his Musnad and Tafsir from ~ Umar that the Messenger of Allah said:

(and relish) meaning a condiment. according to Qatadah.
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(Eat (olive) oil as a condiment and apply it as oil, for it comes from a blessed tree.) It was
recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ion Majah. Allah's saying;
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(And verily, in the cattle there is indeed a lesson for you. We give you to drink of that which is
in their bellies. And there are, in them, numerous benefits for you, and of them you eat. And
on them and on ships you are carried), Here Allah mentions the benefits He has given to His
servants in cattle, for they drink their milk which comes out from between dung and blood,

they eat their meat and clothe themselves with their wool and hair, they ride on their backs
and carry heavy burdens on them to far away lands, as Allah says:
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(And they carry your loads to a land that you could not reach except with great trouble to
yourselves. Truly, your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful.) )16:7(
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(Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our Hands have created, the cattle, so
that they are their owners. And We have subdued them unto them so that some of them they
have for riding and some they eat. And in them there are benefits for them, and drink. Will
they not then be grateful) )36:71-73(
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(23. And indeed We sent Nuh to his people, and he said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have
no other God but Him. Will you not then have Taqwa") (24. But the chiefs of his people who
disbelieved said: "He is no more than a human being like you, he seeks to make himself
superior to you. Had Allah willed, He surely could have sent down angels. Never did we hear
such a thing among our fathers of old.") (25. "He is only a man in whom is madness, so wait for
him a while.")

The Story of Nuh, Peace be upon Him; and his people

Allah tells us about Nuh, peace be upon him, whom He sent him to his people to warn them of
the severe punishment of Allah and His severe vengeance on those who associated partners
with Him, defied His commands and disbelieved His Messengers:
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(and he said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him. Will you not then
have Tagwa") Meaning, "Do you not fear Allah when you associate others in worship with Him"
The chiefs or leaders of his people said:

(PSJLJA.\.\ 2 &80 T Y 1A )

(He is no more than a human being like you, he seeks to make himself superior to you.)
meaning, " he is putting himself above you and trying to make himself great by claiming to be a
Prophet, but he is a human being like you, so how can he receive revelation when you do not'

P < - - /. . 2 - ~/:. o -
(Had Allah willed, He surely could have sent down angels.) meaning, " if Allah had wanted to
send a Prophet, He would have sent an angel from Him, not a human being. We have never

heard of such a thing -- i.e., sending a man to our forefathers' -- their predecessors in times
past.

(a4 U559 5 )



(He is only a man in whom is madness,) means, " he is crazy in his claim that Allah has sent him
and chosen him from among you to receive revelation.’

(L o 40 ) say )

(so wait for him a while.) means, ~wait until he dies, put up with him until you are rid of him."
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(26. He said: "O my Lord! Help me because they deny me.") (27. S, We revealed to him:
"Construct the ship under Qur Eyes and under Qur revelation. Then, when Our command comes,
and (water) gushes forth from the oven, take on board of each kind two, and your family,
except those thereof against whom the Word has already gone forth. And address Me not in
favor of those who have done wrong. Verily, they are to be drowned.") (28. "And when you
have embarked on the ship, you and whoever is with you, then say: ~ All the praise be to Allah,
Who has saved us from the people who are wrongdoers.”) (29. "And say: ~ My Lord! Cause me to

land at a blessed landing place, for You are the Best of those who bring to land.™) (30. Verily,
in this, there are indeed Ayat, for sure We are ever putting (men) to the test.)

Allah tells us that Nuh, peace be upon him, invoked his Lord to help
him against his people,

as Allah mentions in another Ayah:
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(Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so help (me)!") )54:10(. Here he
says:

2w < -~ N ¢ -
(O my Lord! Help me because they deny me.) At that point, Allah commanded him to build a

boat and to make it strong and firm, and to carry therein of every kind two, i.e., a male and a
female of every species of animals, plants and fruits etc. He was also to carry his family,

(e Ul 452 B 5 )

(except those thereof against whom the Word has already gone forth.) meaning, those whom
Allah had already decreed were to be destroyed. These were the members of his family who
did not believe in him, such as his son and his wife. And Allah knows best.

(/ 5o}q‘1 }Sl,/ ‘Sj‘ . ,ol /,‘iy/)
(And address Me not in favor of those who have done wrong. Verily, they are to be drowned.)
means, ~when you witness the heavy rain falling, do not let yourself be overcome with



compassion and pity for your people, or hope for more time for them so that they may believe,
for | have decreed that they will be drowned and will die in their state of disbelief and
wrongdoing.' The story has already been told in detail in Surah Hud, and there is no need to
repeat it here.
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(And when you have embarked on the ship, you and whoever is with you, then say: "~ All the
praise be to Allah, Who has saved us from the people who are wrongdoers.”) This is like the
Ayah:
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(and has appointed for you ships and cattle on which you ride: In order that you may mount on
their backs, and then may remember the favor of your Lord when you mount thereon, and say:
"Glory to Him Who has subjected this to us, and we could never have it (by our efforts). And

verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return!") )43:12-14( So, certainly, Nuh adhered to what he
was commanded, as Allah says elsewhere:
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(And he said: "Embark therein: in the Name of Allah will be its (moving) course and its (resting)

anchorage..."))11:41( So Nuh mentioned Allah at the beginning of his journey and at the end,
and Allah said:
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(And say: ~ My Lord! Cause me to land at a blessed landing place, for You are the Best of those
who bring to land.")




. -X - ~ - @
<y \\j Lj“J q °
(; 04 ~ ~ Ul
(Verily in this, there are indeed Ayat,) meansin this event, which is the saving of the believers
and the destruction of the disbelievers there are signs, i.e., clear evidence and proof that the

Prophets speak the truth in the Message they bring from Allah, may He be exalted, and that
Allah does what He wills, and He is able to do all things and knows all things.
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(for sure We are ever putting (men) to the test.) means, *We try Our servants by means of
sending the Messengers.'
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(81. Then, after them, We created another generation.) (32. And We sent to them a Messenger
from among themselves (saying): "Worship Allah! You have no other God but Him. Will you not
then have Tagwa") (33. And the chiefs of his people who disbelieved and denied the meeting in
the Hereafter, and whom We had given the luxuries and comforts of worldly life, said: "He is no
more than a human being like you, he eats of that which you eat, and drinks of what you
drink.") (34. "If you were to obey a human being like yourselves, then verily, you indeed would
be losers.") (35. "Does he promise you that when you have died and have become dust and
bones, you shall come out alive") (36. "Far, very far is that which you are promised!") (37
"There is nothing but our life of this world! We die and we live! And we are not going to be
resurrected!”) (38. "He is only a man who has invented a lie against Allah, and we are not going
to believe in him.") (39. He said: "O my Lord! Help me because they deny me.") (40. (Allah)
said: "In a little while, they are sure to be regretful.") (41. So, the Sayhah overtook them in
truth, and We made them as rubbish of dead plants. So, away with the people who are
wrongdoers.)

The Story of ° Ad or Thamud

Allah tells us that after the people of Nuh, He created another nation. It was said that this was
" Ad, because they were the successors of the people of Nuh. Or it was said that they were
Thamud, because Allah says:
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(S0, the Sayhah overtook them in truth.) Allah sent to them a Messenger from among
themselves, and he called them to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate, but they
belied him, opposed him and refused to follow him because he was a human being like them,
and they refused to follow a human Messenger. They did not believe in the meeting with Allah
on the Day of Resurrection and they denied the idea of physical resurrection. They said:
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(Does he promise you that when you have died and have become dust and bones, you shall
come out alive (resurrected) Far, very far is that which you are promised!) meaning, very

(S Al e (o581 AT 9) b )

(He is only a man who has invented a lie against Allah,) meaning, "in the Message he has
brought to you, and his warnings and promise of resurrection.’
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(and we are not going to believe in him. He said: "O my Lord! Help me because they deny me.")
meaning, the Messenger prayed against his people and asked his Lord to help him against them.

His Lord answered his prayer:

((Allah) said: "In a little while, they are sure to be regretful.”) meaning, " for their opposition
towards you and their stubborn rejection of the Message you brought to them.’

(Al Aasiall Aels)

(S0, The Sayhah overtook them in truth,) meaning, they deserved that from Allah because of
their disbelief and wrongdoing. The apparent meaning is that the Sayhah was combined with
the furious cold wind,
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(Destroying everything by the command of its Lord! So they became such that nothing could be

seen except their dwellings!) )46:25(
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(and We made them as rubbish of dead plants.) means, they are dead and destroyed, like the
scum and rubbish left by a flood, i.e., something insignificant and useless that is of no benefit

to anyone.
(Craldall 27sill 12 8)

(So, away with the people who are wrongdoers.) As Allah's statement:

((Cnaldall 2 1588 (ST ag Walla La'y)

(We wronged them not, but they were the wrongdoers.) )43:76( means, who are wrongdoers
because of their disbelief and stubborn opposition to the I\/Iessenger of Allah, so let those who
hear this beware of disbelieving in their Messengers.
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(42. Then, after them, We created other generations.) (43. No nation can advance their term,
nor can they delay it.) (44. Then We sent Our Messengers in succession. Every time there came
to a nation their Messenger, they denied him; so, We made them follow one another, and We

made them as Ahadith. So, away with a people who believe not!)

Mention of Other Nations Allah says:
/. “o - . 2 & o0 o - . :/:..9 &#
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(Then, after them, We created other generations.) meaning, nations and peoples.

((Osan Wy Ldal 4 (e (5208 )

(No nation can advance their term, nor can they delay it.) means, they are taken at the
appropriate time, as decreed by Allah in His Book that is preserved with Him, before they were
created, nation after nation, century after century, generation after generation, successors

after predecessors.
(2f W) Bl 25)

(Then We sent QOur Messengers in succession.) lbn ~ Abbas said, "(This means) following one
another in succession.” Thisis like the Ayah:
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(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and
avoid Taghut (all false deities)." Then of them were some whom Allah guided and of them were
some upon whom the straying was justified) )16:36(.

(558 Lty 1l o L 1)

(Bvery time there came to a nation their Messenger, they denied him;) meaning the greater
majority of them. Thisislike the Ayah:
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(Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them but they used to mock at him.)
)36:30(
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(so We made them follow one another,) means, * We destroyed them,' as Allah says:
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(And how many generations have We destroyed after Nuh!) )17:17(

(G Sl agilan’y)

(and We made them as Ahadith) meaning, stories and lessons for mankind, as Allah says

elsewhere:
w o, us o & /onu - “a " o &
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(so, We made them astales (in the land), and We dispersed them all totally) )34:19(.
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=(45. Then We sent Musa and his brother Harun, with Qur Ayat and manifest authority,) (46. To
Fir awn and his chiefs, but they behaved insolently and they were people self-exalting (by
disobeying their Lord).) (47. They said: "Shall we believe in two men like ourselves, and their
people are obedient to us with humility!") (48. So, they denied them both and became of those
who were destroyed.) (49. And indeed We gave Musa the Scripture, that they may be guided.)

The Story of Musa, Peace be upon Him; and Fir' awn

Allah tells us that He sent Musa, peace be upon him, and his brother Harun to Fir' awn and his
chiefs with decisive evidence and definitive proof, but Fir'awn and his people were too
arrogant to follow them and obey their commands because they were human beings, just as
previous nations had denied the Message of the human Messengers. They were of a similar
mentality, so Allah destroyed Fir'awn and his chiefs, drowning them all in one day. He
revealed the Book to Musa, i.e., the Tawrah, in which were rulings, commands and
prohibitions, after He had destroyed Fir'awn and the Egyptians and seized them with a
punishment of the All-Mighty, All-Capable to carry out what He wills. After Allah revealed the
Tawrah, Allah did not destroy any nation with an overwhelming calamity; instead, He
commanded the believersto fight the disbelievers, as He says:
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(And indeed We gave Musa -- after We had destroyed the generations of old -- the Scripture as
an enlightenment for mankind, and a guidance and a mercy, that they might remember.)
)28:43(
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(50. And We made the son of Maryam and his mother as a sign, and We gave them refuge on a
Rabwah, Dhat Qarar, and Ma’ in.)

" Isa and Maryam



Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger " Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon them both, and
that He made them as a sign for mankind, i.e., definitive proof of His ability to do what He
wills. For He created Adam without a father or a mother, He created Hawwa' from a male
without a female, and He created " Isa from a female without a male, but He created the rest
of mankind from both male and female.
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(and We gave them refuge on high ground, a place of rest, security and flowing streams.) Ad-
Dahhak reported that lbn * Abbas said: "Ar-Rabwah is a raised portion of land, which is the best

place for vegetation to grow." This was also the view of Mujahid, " lkrimah, S id bin Jubayr
and Qatadah. Ibn * Abbas said,

(1A =)

(Dhat Qarar)"Afertile place.

(and Ma’ in) means water running on the surface." This was also the view of Mujahid, " Ikrimah,
S’ id bin Jubayr and Qatadah. Mujahid said: "Alevel hill." Sa" id bin Jubayr said that

s - & " -~
(Dhat Qarar and Ma’ in) means that water was flowing gently through it. Mujahid and Qatadah
said:

(and Ma™ in ) "Running water." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from S id bin Al-Musayyib:
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(and We gave them refuge on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma'in.) "It is Damascus." He said;
"Something similar was also narrated from ~ Abdullah bin Salam, Al-Hasan, Zayd bin Aslam and

Khalid bin Ma dan." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from " lkrimah from Ibn " Abbas that this Ayah
referred to the rivers of Damascus. Layth bin Abi Sulaym narrated from Mujahid that the words;

../ o~ ‘ T- 8 10/ ‘//
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(and We gave them refuge on a Rabwah,) referred to " Isa bin Maryam and his mother when

they sought refuge in Damascus and the flatlands around it. * Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu
Hurayrah said:
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(on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma'in.), "It is Ramlah in Palestine." The most correct opinion on
this matter isthat which was reported by Al-" Awfi from lbn ~ Abbas, who said;
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(and We gave them refuge on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma'in.) "Ma in refers to running
water, and isthe river of which Allah mentioned:
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(your Lord has provided a water stream under you.)")19:24( Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said;
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(on a high ground, a place of rest, security and flowing streams.) refers to Jerusalem. This --

and Allah knows best -- is the most apparent meaning, because it is mentio- ned in the other

Ayah, and parts of the Qur'an explain other parts, so it is more appropriate to interpret it by
another Ayah, then the Sahih Hadiths, then other reports.
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(51. O Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat and do righteous deeds. Verily, | am Well-Acquainted
with what you do.) (52. And verily, this your religion is one religion, and | am your Lord, so
have Tagwa.") (53. But they have broken their religion among them into sects, each group
rejoicing in what is with it.) (54. S, leave them in their error for a time.) (55. Do they think
that in wealth and children with which We prolong them) (56. We hasten unto them with good
things. Nay, but they perceive not.)

/o/




The Command to eat Lawful Food and to do Righteous Deeds

Allah commands His servants and Messengers, peace be upon them all, to eat lawful food and
do righteous deeds, which indicates that eating what is lawful helps one to do righteous deeds.
The Prophets, peace be upon them, did this in the most perfect manner, and did all kinds of
good deeds in words, actions, guidance and advice. May Allah reward them with good on behalf

of the people.
- ~
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(Eat of the Tayyibat) &' id bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak said, "This means lawful. In the Sahih it

says:
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(There is no Prophet who was not a shepherd.) They asked, "And you, O Messenger of Allah" He
said,
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(Yes, | used to tend the sheep of the people of Makkah for a few Qirats.) In the Sahih, it says:
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(Dawud, upon him be peace, used to eat from the earnings of his own hand.) It was recorded in
Sahih Muslim, Jami® At-Tirmidhi and Musnad Al-Imam Ahmad -- from whom this version comes -
- that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said:
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(O people, Allah is Tayyib and only accepts that which is Tayyib, and Allah commands the
believers as He had commanded the Messengers by saying:

1Sy il (e 1506 50
(e st ey

(O Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat and do righteous deeds. Verily, | am Well-Acquainted with
what you do.) )23:51( and



- . /ﬁ é/ P -~ 'S - M
Goaldl e R 18 ol @)
( /“/ ~
(O you who believe! Eat of the Tayyibat that We have provided you with))2:172(.) Then he
mentioned how a man may travel on a long journey, dusty and unkempt,
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(and his food, drink and clothing are unlawful, and he has nourished himself with what is
unlawful, and he extends his hands towards the sky, saying, ~ O Lord, O Lord!" -- how can his
prayer be answered.) At-Tirmidhi said that it is "Hasan Gharib."

The Religion of all the Prophets is Tawhid; and the Warning against
splitting into different Groups

TSI

(And verily, this your religion is one religion,) means, " your religion, O Prophets, is one religion
and one group, which is the call to worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate.' Allah

said:

(o8 &, Gl7)
(and | am your Lord, so have Tagwa.) We have already discussed this in Surat Al-Anbiya'. The
phrase

%z~ - W
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(one nation) is descriptive.
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(But they have broken their religion among them into sects,) the nations to whom Prophets
were sent.
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(each group rejoicing in what iswith it.) means, they rejoice in their misguidance because they
think that they are rightly-guided. Allah says, threatening and warning:

EPENER

(So, leave them in their error) meaning their misguidance,

(> )

(for atime.) means, until the appointed time of their destruction comes. Thisis like the Ayah:

(155 el (i S Jocs)

(So give a respite to the disbelievers; deal gently with them for a while.) )86:17( And Allah
says:
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(Leave them to eat and enjoy, and let them be preoccupied with (false) hope. They will come
to know!) )15:3(
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(Do they think that in wealth and children with which We prolong them, We hasten unto them
with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) means, “do these deceived people think that

what We give them of wealth and children is because they are honored and precious in Qur
sight No, the matter is not as they claim when they say,
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(We are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going to be punished.) )34:35( But this

thinking is wrong, and their hopes will be dashed. We only give those thingsto them in order to
make them go further (in sin) and to give them more time."' Allah says:
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(but they perceive not.) as He says elsewhere:
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(So, let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in reality Allah's plan is to punish them
with these thingsin the life of thisworld...) )9:55(
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(We postpone the punishment only so that they may increase in sinfulness) )3:178.
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(Then leave Me Alone with such as belie this Qur'an. We shall punish them gradually from
directions they perceive not. And | will grant them a respite.) )68:44-45(

(Tusly cals Gy (1))

(Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom | created lonely.) until His saying:

(Taze)

(opposing) )74: 11-16(
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(And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring you nearer to Us, but only he who
believes, and does righteous deeds...) )34:37( And there are many other Ayat which say similar
things. Imam Ahmad recorded that * Abdullah bin Mas’ ud said, "The Messenger of Allah said:
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(Allah has distributed your behavior to you just as He has distritbuted your provision. Allah
gives the things of this world to those whom He loves and those whom He does not love, but He
only gives religious commitment to those whom He loves. Whoever is given religious
commitment by Allah is loved by Him. By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no servant truly
submits until his heart and his tongue submit, and he does not truly believe until his neighbor is
safe from his harm.) They said, * What is his harm, O Messenger of Allah' He said,

‘J; u.A GLA ® o~ 2 S/ uj} ‘}}33,:5 A 8 0e" ))
2 g 4y (3 Uj cdad 41 )08 40, (388

rad

ujl \JU\SG\::J@_L&JLAS}VGJM_@

bﬁj 5,;_,’_“45\9 c«z_;mj\ j;.m U & u‘ 6()@‘
o U Cnddll o) eomaly ;@A\ Ao
«C_\...\,\;]\

(His wrongdoing and misbehavior. No person who earns unlawful wealth and spends it will be
blessed in that; if he gives it in charity, it will not be accepted from him and if he leaves it
behind (when he dies), it will be his provision in the Fire. Allah does not wash away an evil
deed with another, but he washes away evil deeds with good deeds, for impurity cannot wash
away with another impurity.))
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(57. Verily, those who live in awe for fear of their Lord;) (58. And those who believe in the
Ayat of their Lord;) (59. And those who join not anyone as partners with their Lord;) (60. And
those who give that which they give with their hearts full of fear, because they are sure to
return to their Lord.) (61. It is these who hasten in the good deeds, and they are foremost in
them.)

Description of the People of Good Deeds

(st 2g0) A0 (a ab () )

(Verily, those who live in awe for fear of their Lord;) means, even though they have reached
the level of Ihsan and have faith and do righteous deeds, they are still in awe of Allah and fear
Him and His hidden plans for them, as Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "The believer combines lhsan with
awe, while the disbelievers combine evil deeds with a sense of security."
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(And those who believe in the Ayat of their Lord;) means, they believe in His universal and
legislative signs, as Allah says about Maryam, peace be upon her:
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(and she testified to the truth of the Words of her Lord, and His Scriptures) )66:12(, meaning
that she believed that whatever existed was by the will and decree of Allah, and that whatever
Allah decreed, if it was a command, it would be something that He liked and accepted; if it

was a prohibition, it would be something that He disliked and rejected; and if it was good, it
would be true. Thisis like the Ayah:
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(And those who join not anyone (in worship) as partners with their Lord;) meaning, they do not
worship anyone or anything else besides Him, but they worship Him Alone and know that there

is no god except Allah Alone, the One, the Self-Qufficient Master, Who does not take a wife or
have any offspring, and there is none comparable or equal unto Him.
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(And those who give that which they give with their hearts full of fear, because they are sure
to return to their Lord.) means, they give in charity, fearing that it may not be accepted from
them because of some shortcoming or failure to meet the required conditions of giving. This

has to do with fear and taking precautions, as Imam Ahmad recorded from " Alishah: | said: "O
Messenger of Allah,
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(And those who give that which they give with their hearts full of fear...) Are these the ones
who steal and commit Zina and drink alcohol while fearing Allah™ The Messenger of Allah
replied:
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(No, O daughter of Abu Bakr. O daughter of As-Sddiqg, the one who prays, fast and gives in

charity, fearing Allah.) This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded
something similar in which the Prophet said:
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(No, O daughter of As-Sddiq, they are the ones who pray and fast and give in charity while
fearing that it will not be accepted from them, (It is these who hasten in the good deeds.))
This is also how Ibn " Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka' b Al-Qurazi and Al-Hasan Al-Basri interpreted
this Ayah.
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(62. And We task not any person except according to his capacity, and with Us is a Record
which speaks the truth, and they will not be wronged.) (63. Nay, but their hearts are covered
from this, and they have other deeds, besides which they are doing.) (64. Until when We seize
those of them who lead a luxurious life with punishment; behold, they make humble invocation
with a loud voice. ) (65. Invoke not loudly this day! Certainly you shall not be helped by Us.)
(66. Indeed My Ayat used to be recited to you, but you used to turn back on your heels.) (67. In
pride, talking evil about it by night.)

The Justice of Allah and the Frivolity of the Idolators
Allah tells us of His justice towards His servants in this world, in that He does not task any
person except according to his capacity, i.e., He does not burden any soul with more than it

can bear. On the Day of Resurrection He will call them to account for their deeds, which He
has recorded in a written Book from which nothing is omitted. He says:
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(and with Usis a Record which speaks the truth,) meaning, the Book of deeds

(O Y )




(and they will not be wronged.) means, nothing will be omitted from their record of good
deeds. As for evil deeds, He will forgive and overlook many of them in the case of His believing
servants. Then Allah says, denouncing the disbelievers and idolators of the Quraysh:
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(Nay, but their hearts are covered), meaning because of negligence and misguidance,
(\‘ / o. g )
(from this.) means, the Qur'an which Allah revealed to His Messenger .
- - - 08 - ap< 2 Y e -0 £ o 8 %~
. ‘6 5 .
(Oslee Ll o b 5 5d e del gl

(and they have other deeds, besides which they are doing.) Al-Hakam bin Aban narrated from

" lkrimah, from lbn * Abbas t hat
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(and they have other deeds,) means, evil deeds apart from that, i.e., Shirk,
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(which they are doing.) means, which they will inevitably do. This was also narrated from
Muj ahid, Al-Hasan and others. Others said that this phrase means:
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(And they have other deeds, besides which they are doing.) It was decreed that they would do
evil deeds, and they will inevitably do them before they die, so that the word of punishment
may be justified against them. A similar view was narrated from Muqgatil bin Hayyan, As-Suddi

and " Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. This is a clear and appropriate meaning. We have
already quoted from the Hadith of Ibn Mas™ ud:
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(By Him besides Whom there is no other God, a man may do the deeds of the people of
Paradise until there is no more than a forearm's length between him and it, then the decree
will overtake him and he will do the deeds of the people of Hell, then he will enter Hell...)
o & - - - o - - T 1 #-
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(Until when We seize those of them who lead a luxurious life with punishment; behold, they

make humble invocation with a loud voice.) means, when the punishment and vengeance of
Allah comes to those who are living a happy life of luxury in this world and overtakes them,

- & 0 - o & -
(UJJ * W ‘ ‘Jl)
(behold, they make humble invocation with a loud voice.) means, they scream their calls for
help. Thisis like the Ayat:
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(And leave Me Alone (to deal) with the beliers, those who are in possession of good things of

life. And give them respite for a little while. Verily, with Us are fetters, and a raging Fire.)
)73:11-12(
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(How many a generation have We destroyed before them! And they cried out when there was
no longer time for escape.) )38:3(
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(Invoke not loudly this day! Certainly you shall not be helped by Us. ) means, no one is going to
save you from what has happened to you, whether you scream aloud or remain silent. There is



no escape and no way out. It isinevitable: the punishment will surely come to you. Then Allah
mentions the greatest of their sins:
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(Indeed My Ayat used to be recited to you, but you used to turn back on your heels.) meaning,
when you were called, you refused and resisted.
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("This is because, when Allah Alone was invoked, you disbelieved, but when partners were
joined to Him, you believed! So the judgment is only with Allah, the Most High, the Most
Great!") )40:12(
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(In pride, talking evil about it by night.) refers to the arrogant pride which the Quraysh felt
because they believed themselves to be the guardians of the Ka bah, when in fact this was not
the case. As An-Nasa'i said in his Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sunan: Ahmad bin Sulayman told us
that "~ Ubaydullah told us from lIsra’il, from "~ Abdul-A'la that he heard S id bin Jubayr
narrating that Ibn * Abbas said, "Talking by late night became disapproved of when this Ayah
was revealed:
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(In pride, talking evil about it by night.) He said, "They boasted about the Ka' bah and said,
“We are its people who stay up talking at night.' They used to boast and stay up and talk at
night around the Ka' bah. They did not use it for the proper purpose, and so in effect they had
abandoned it."
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(68. Have they not pondered over the Word, or has there come to them what had not come to
their fathers of old) (69. Or is it that they did not recognize their Messenger so they deny him)
(70. Or they say: There is madness in him Nay, but he brought them the truth, but most of
them are averse to the truth.) (71. And if Al-Hagq had followed their desires, verily, the
heavens and the earth, and whosoever is therein would have been corrupted! Nay, We have
brought them their reminder, but they turn away from their reminder.) (72. Or is it that you
ask them for some Kharj But the recompense of your Lord is better, and He is the Best of those
who give sustenance.) (73. And certainly, you call them to the straight path.) (74. And verily,
those who believe not in the Hereafter are indeed deviating far astray from the path.) (75. And
though We had mercy on them and removed the distress which is on them, still they would
obstinately persist in their transgression, wandering blindly.)

Refutation and Condemnation of the Idolators

Allah denounces the idolators for not understanding the Qur'an or contemplating its meaning,
and for turning away from it, even though they had been addressed specifically in this Book
which Allah did not reveal to any Messenger more perfect and noble, and especially since no
Book or warner had come to their forefathers who had died during the Jahiliyyah. What these
people, upon whom the blessing had been bestowed, should have done, was to accept it and
give thanks for it, and try to understand it and act in accordance with it night and day, as was
done by the wise ones among them who became Muslim and followed the Messenger , may

Allah be pleased with them.
(Jsall 15 gyxy (Jai)

(Have they not pondered over the Word,) Qatadah said, "Because, by Allah, if the people had
pondered the meaning and understood it properly, they would have found in the Qur'an a
deterrent to disobeying Allah. But they only paid attention to the Ayat which are not entirely



clear, and so they were destroyed because of that." Then Allah says, denouncing the
disbelievers of the Quraysh:
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(Or is it that they did not recognize their Messenger so they deny him) means, ~do they not
recognize Muhammad and the honesty, trustworthiness and good character with which he grew
up among them Can they deny that or argue against it' Ja' far bin Abi Talib said to An-Najashi,
the king of Ethiopia: "O King, Allah has sent to us a Messenger whose lineage, honesty and
trustworthiness are known to us." Al-Mughirah bin Shu’ bah said something similar to the deputy
of Kisra when he wanted to challenge him. When the Byzantine ruler Heraclius asked Abu
Qufyan Sakhr bin Harb and his companions -- who were still disbelievers and had not yet
become Muslim -- about the characteristics, lineage, honesty and trustworthiness of the
Prophet , they could only tell the truth and admit that he was indeed noble and truthful.
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(Or they say: There is madness in him) This is a narration of what the Quraysh said about the
Prophet . They said that he was making up the Qur'an by himself, or that he was crazy and did
not know what he was saying. Allah tells us that their hearts did not believe that, they knew
that what they were saying about the Qur'an was falsehood, for it had come to them from the
Words of Allah and could not be resisted or rejected. So Allah challenged them and all the

people of the world to produce something like it if they could -- but they could not and would
never be able to do so. So Allah says:

((15h S Gl b T (s el )

(Nay, but he brought them Al-Haqq, but most of them are averse to the truth.)

Truth does not follow Whims and Desires

Allah says;
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(And if Al-Hagq had followed their desires, verily, the heavens and the earth, and whosoever is
therein would have been corrupted!) Mujahid, Abu Salih and As-Quddi said, "Al-Haqq is Allah,
may He be glorified." What is meant by the Ayah isthat if Allah had responded to the desiresin
their hearts and prescribed things accordingly, the heavens and the earth and whosoever is
therein, would have been corrupted, i.e., because of their corrupt and inconsistent desires. As
Allah says of them elsewhere:
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("Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the two towns") )43:31( Then He says:
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(Isit they who would portion out the mercy of your Lord) )43:32( And Allah says:
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(Say: "If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my Lord, then you would surely hold back
for fear of spendingit. ") )17:100(,
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(Or have they a share in the dominion Then in that case they would not give mankind even a
Nagir.) )4:53( All of this goes to show how incapable mankind is and how divergent and
inconsistent their ideas and desires are. Only Allah, may He be glorified, is Perfect in all His
attributes, words, actions, laws, power and control of His creation, may He be exalted and
sanctified. There is no God but He and no Lord besides Him. Then He says:
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(Nay, We have brought them their reminder,) meaning the Qur'an,
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(but they turn away from their reminder.)

The Prophet does not ask for any payment, and he callsto the
straight path.



