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(If he was as you mentioned, you will have committed backbiting. But if he was not as you say
about him, you will have falsely accused him.)" At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said
"Hasan Sahih." Backbiting was sternly warned against, and this is why Allah the Exalted and
Most Blessed compared it to eating the flesh of a dead human being,
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(Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother You would hate it.) Just as you hate
eating the flesh of a dead person, on account of your nature; so hate backbiting, on account of
your religion. The latter carries a punishment that is worse than the former. This Ayah seeks to

discourage people from backbiting and warns against it. The Prophet used these words to
discourage taking back a gift that one givesto someone,
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(He isjust like the dog that eatsits vomit.) after saying,
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(Qurs is not an evil parable.) Using various chains of narration, the Sahihs and Musnads record
that the Prophet said during the Farewell Hajj:
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(Verily, your blood, wealth and honor are as sacred among you as the sanctity of this day of
yours, in this month of yours, in this town of yours.) Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah
said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(All of the Muslim is sacred to the Muslim, his wealth, honor and his blood. It is evil enough for
someone to belittle his Muslim brother.) At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said "Hasan
Gharib." Al-Hafiz Abu Ya' la recorded that a cousin of Abu Hurayrah said, "Ma’ iz came to the
Messenger of Allah and said, ~O Allah's Messenger! | have committed adultery," and the
Messenger turned away from him until Ma’ iz repeated his statement four times. The fifth time,
the Prophet asked him,
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(Have you committed adultery®) Ma0 iz said, Yes. The Prophet asked,
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(Do you know what adultery means) Ma’' iz said, " Yes. | have illegally done with her what a
husband legally does with his wife.' The Prophet said,
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(What do you seek to accomplish by this statement) Ma’ iz said, " | intend that you purify me.'
The Prophet asked,
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(Have you gone into her just as the stick goes into the kohl container and the rope goes into
the well) Ma’ iz said, " Yes, O Allah's Messenger!' The Prophet commanded that Ma' iz be stoned
to death and his order was carried out. The Prophet heard two men saying to one another,
" Have you not seen the man who had Allah cover his secret, but his heart could not let him rest
until he was stoned to death, just as the dog is stoned' The Prophet continued on and when he
passed by the corpse of a donkey, he asked,
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(Where are so-and-so Dismount and eat from this donkey.) They said, * May Allah forgive you, O
Allah's Messenger! Would anyone eat this meat' The Prophet said;
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(The backbiting you committed against your brother is worse as a meal than this meal. By He in
Whose Hand is my soul! He is now swimming in the rivers of Paradise.)" This Hadith has an
authentic chain of narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin * Abdullah said, "We were
with the Messenger of Allah when a rotten odor was carried by the wind. The Messenger of
Allah said,
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(Do you know what this odor is It isthe odor of those who backbite people.)"

Accepted Repentance from Backbiting and Slander

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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(And have Tagwa of Allah), that is, regarding what He has commanded you and forbidden for
you. Fear Him and beware of Him,
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(Verily, Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts repentance, Most Merciful.) He forgives
those who repent to Him, is merciful with those who go back to Him and trust in Him. The
majority of scholars have stated that repentance for committing the sin of backbiting is that
one refrains from backbiting intending not to repeat it again. There is a difference of opinion if
whether feeling remorse is required in this case, and also if one should apologize to those who
he has backbitten. Some scholars stated that it is not necessary for one to ask those whom he
has backbitten to forgive him, because if they knew what was said about them, they could be
hurt more than if they were not told about it. It is better, they said, that one should praise
those whom he has backbitten in audiences in which he has committed the act. It is also better
if one defends the injured party against any further backbiting, as much as one can, as
recompense for his earlier backbiting.
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(13. O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations
and tribes that you may know one another. Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that
(believer) who has At-Taqwa. Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.)

All of Mankind are the Children of ° Adam and Hawwa'

Allah the Exalted declares to mankind that He has created them all from a single person,
“Adam, and from that person He created his mate, Hawwa'. From their offspring He made
nations, comprised of tribe, which include subtribes of all sizes. It was also said that " nations
refersto non-Arabs, while " tribes refersto Arabs. Various statements about this were collected
in an individual introduction from the book, Al-Inbah, by Abu * Amr Ibn *~ Abdul-Barr, and from
the book, Al-Qasad wal-Amam fi Ma' rifah Ansab Al-Arab wal-" Ajam. Therefore, all people are
the descendants of *Adam and Hawwa' and share this honor equally. The only difference
between them isin the religion that revolves around their obedience to Allah the Exalted and
their following of His Messenger . After He forbade backbiting and belittling other people,
alerting mankind that they are all equal in their humanity. Allah said,
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(O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations and
tribes that you may know one another.) so that they get to know each other by their nation or

tribe. Mujahid said that Allah's statement,
(158, 23))

(that you may know one another.) refers to one's saying, "So-and-so the son of so-and-so, from
the tribe of so-and-so."” Sufyan Ath-Thawri said, "The Himyar (who resided in Yemen) dealt with
each other according to their provinces, while the Arabs in the Hijaz (Western Arabia) dealt
with each other according to their tribes."

Honor is earned through Taqwa of Allah

Allah the Exalted said,
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(Ver|Iy, the most honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who has At-Tagwa.) meaning,

you earn honor with Allah the Exalted on account of Tagwa, not family lineage.' There are
many Hadiths from the Prophet that support this meaning. Al-Bukhari narrated that Abu
Hurayrah said, "Some people asked the Prophet , “ Who is the most honorable among people' He
replied,
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(The most honorable among them with Allah is the one who has the most Tagwa.) They said,
“We did not ask you about this.' He said,
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(Then the most honorable person is Yusuf, Allah's Prophet, the son of Allah's Prophet, the son
of Allah's Prophet, the son of Allah's Khalil.) They said, * We did not ask you about this.' He said,
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¢ (Then you want to ask me about the Arab lineage) They said, " Yes.' He said,
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(Those among you who were best in Jahiliyyah, are the best among you in Islam, if they attain
religious understanding.)" Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith in several places of his Sahih, An-
Nasa'i did as well in the Tafsir section of his Sunan. Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said
that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Verily, Allah does not look at your shapes or wealth, but he looks at your hearts and actions.)

Ibn Majah also collected this Hadith. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ~ Abdullah bin ~ Umar sald
"On the day Makkah was conquered, the Messenger of Allah performed Tawaf around the
Ka' bah while riding his camel, Al-Qaswa’, and was touching the corners with a stick he had in
his hand. He did not find a place in the Masjid where his camel could sit and had to dismount



on men's hands. He led his camel to the bottom of the valley, where he had her sit down. The
Messenger of Allah later gave a speech while riding Al-Qaswa' and said, after thanking Allah the
Exalted and praising Him as He should be praised,
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(O people! Allah the Exalted has removed from you the slogans of Jahiliyyah and its tradition of
honoring forefathers. Men are of two types, a man who is righteous, fearful of Allah and
honorable to Allah, or a man who is vicious, miserable and little to Allah the Exalted. Verily,
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said, (O mankind! We have created you from a male and a
female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know one another. Verily, the

most honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who has At-Taqwa. Verily, Allah is All-
Knowing, All-Aware.)) The Prophet said,
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(I say this and invoke Allah for forgiveness for me and for you.)" This was recorded by " Abd bin

Humayd. Allah the Exalted said,
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(Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.) means, ~ He is All-Knowing of you and All-Aware of all
of your affairs." Allah guides whom He wills, misguides whom He wills, grants mercy to whom
He wills, tor- ments whom He wills, elevates whom He wills above whom He wills. He is the All-
Wise, the All-Knowing, the All-Aware in all this. Several scholars relied on this honorable Ayah
and the honora- ble Hadiths we menti- oned as evidence that compatibility in marriage is not a
condition of marriage contracts. They said that the only condition required in this regard is the
adherence to the religion, asin the statement of Allah, the Exalted,
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(14. The bedouins say: "We believe." Say: "You do not believe. But say, * We have submitted,’
for Faith has not yet entered your hearts. But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not
decrease anything in reward for your deeds. Verily, Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.") (15. Only
those are the believers who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and afterward doubt not
but strive with their wealth and their lives for the cause of Allah. Those! They are the
truthful.) (16. Say: "Will you inform Allah of your religion while Allah knows all that is in the
heavens and all that is on the earth, and Allah is All-Aware of everything.") (17. They regard as
a favor to you that they have embraced Islam. Say: "Do not count your Islam as a favor to me.
Nay, but Allah has conferred a favor upon you that He has guided you to the Faith if you indeed
are true. ") (18. "Verily, Allah knows the Unseen of the heavens and the earth. And Allah is the
All-Seer of what you do.")



There is a Difference between a Believer and a Muslim

Allah chastises the bedouins who, when they embraced Islam, claimed for themselves the grade
of faithful believers. However, Faith had not yet firmly entered their hearts,
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(The bedouins say: "We believe." Say: "You do not believe, but say, * We have submitted,' for
Faith has not yet entered your hearts...") This honorable Ayah provides proof that Faith is a
higher grade than Islam, according to the scholars of the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jama’ ah. This is
also demostrated in the Hadith of Jibril, peace be upon him, when he questioned the Prophet
about Islam, then Iman then lhsan. Thus moving the general matter to one more specific, then
even more specific. Imam Ahmad recorded that ~ Amir bin & d bin Abi Waqqas said, "The
Messenger of Allah gave (something to) some men and did not give one of them. &' d said, O
Allah's Messenger, you gave to so-and-so and so-and-so. However, you gave nothing to so-and-

so, even though he is a believer.' The Prophet said,
<
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(Or say, a Muslim.) Sa’ d repeated his statement thrice each time the Prophet answered,
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(Or say, a Muslim.) The Prophet then said,
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(I might give some men and give nothing to others, even though the latter are dearer to me
than the former. | do not give them things for fear that they might be thrown on their facesin
the Fire.)" This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs. Therefore, the Prophet made a distinction
between the grade of believer and the grade of Muslim, indicating that Iman is a more
exclusive grade than Islam. | mentioned this subject in detail supported by evidence, in the
beginning of the explanation of the chapter on Iman in Sahih Al-Bukhari, all praise is due to
Allah and all the favors are from Him. S this proves that the bedouins whom the Ayah
mentioned were not hypocrites, rather they were Muslims in whose hearts Faith was not yet
firmly established. They claimed a higher grade for themselves than the grade that they
earned, and they were taught a lesson as a consequence. This meaning agrees with the
meaning given by lbn " Abbas, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Qatadah and that preferred by lbn Jarir.
These bedouins were taught a lesson,
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(Say: "You do not believe but say “We are Muslims,' for Faith has not yet entered your
hearts...") meaning, * you have not yet achieved the reality of Faith.' Allah the Exalted said,
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(But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not decrease anything in reward for your
deeds...) " He will not decrease any of your rewards,' as Allah said;
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(We shall not decrease the reward of their deedsin anything.) (52:21) Allah said:
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(Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) for those who repent and return to Him. Allah's

statement,
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(Only those are the believers), who have perfect Faith,
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(who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and afterward doubt not) They do not have
doubts and their Faith was not shaken. Rather, their Faith remained on conviction,
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(but strive for the cause of Allah with their wealth and their lives) meaning, they gladly gave
away their life and the most precious of their wealth in obedience to Allah as a means of
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(Those! They are the truthful. ) “in their statement if they say that they are believers, unlike
some bedouins who are faithful only by words outwardly!" Allah said,
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(Say: "Will you inform Allah of your religion...") "~ will you inform Allah of what isin your hearts,’
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(while Allah knows all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth,) Nothing in the
heavens and earth, even the weight of a speck of dust, all that is bigger or smaller, ever

escapes His observation,
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(They regard as a favor to you that they have embraced Islam. Say: "Do not count your Islam as
a favor to me...") meaning the bedouins who considered embracing Islam, following and
supporting the Messenger as a favor to him. Allah the Exalted refuted their false statement,
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(Say: "Do not count your Islam as a favor to me...") "~ for the benefit of your Islam will only be
yours, and thisis a favor from Allah to you,’
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(Nay, but Allah has conferred a favor upon you that He has guided you to the Faith if you
indeed are true.) “in your claim that you are believers." The Prophet said to the Ansar on the
day of the battle of Hunayn,

(and Allah is All-Aware of everything.) Allah said,
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(O Ansar! Have | not found you astray and Allah guided you through me Were you not divided
and Allah united you around me Were you not poor and Allah gave you riches through me)
Whenever the Prophet asked them any of these questions, they would reply, "Allah and His
Messenger have most favored us." Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar recorded that lbn * Abbas said,
"Banu Asad came to the Messenger of Allah and said, * O Allah's Messenger! We embraced Islam,
and before that, the Arabs fought against you, yet we did not fight against you.' The Messenger
of Allah said,
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(Verily, they understand but little and the Shaytan speaks through their words.) This Ayah was
later revealed,
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(They regard as a favor to you that they have embraced Islam. Say: "Do not count your Islam as
a favor to me." Nay, but Allah has conferred a favor upon you that He has guided you to the
Faith if you indeed are true.”)" Then Allah reminds that He has complete knowledge of all
creations and that He seesthem all;
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(Verily, Allah knows the Unseen of the heavens and the earth. And Allah is the All-Seer of what

you do.) Thisis the end of the Tafsir of Surat Al-Hujurat. Verily, all praise is due to Allah, all
the favors are from Him, and from Him comes the success and protection from error.

The Tafsir of Surah Qaf



(Chapter - 50)
Which was revealed in Makkah
The Beginning of the Mufassal Section of the Qur'an

This Qurah is the first Surah in the Mufassal section of the Qur'an, according to the correct
view. It is said that the Mufassal starts with Surat Al-Hujurat. Some common people say that
the Mufassal starts with Surah * Amma An-Naba, (chapter 78), however, thisis not true because
none of the respected scholars ever supported this opinion. Aws (bin Hudhayfah) said; "l asked
the Companions of Allah's Messenger () how they divided the Qur'an. They said; " Three, five,
seven, nine, eleven, thirteen, and the Mufassal section as one.' " This was recorded by Ibn
Maj ah and Imam Ahmad. If one counts forty-eight Surahs, the next Qurah will be Surah Qaf. The
details are as follows: The )first( three Qurahs are Al-Bagarah (chapter 2), Al “Imran (3), then
An-Nisa' (4). The five are Al-Ma'idah (5), Al-An" am (6), Al-A"raf (7), Al-Anfal (8) and Bara'ah (or
At-Tawbah) (9). The seven next Qurahs are Surah Yunus (10), Hud (11), Yusuf (12), Ar-Ra’d
(13), Ibrahim (14), Al-Hijr (15) and An-Nahl (16). The nine next Surahs are, Subhan (or Al-Isra’
(17)(, Al-Kahf (18), Maryam (19), Ta Ha (20), Al-Anbiya' (21), Al-Hajj (22), Al-Mu” minun (23),
An-Nur (24) and Al-Furgan (25). The next eleven Qurahs are Surat Ash-Shu ara (26), An-Naml
(27), Al-Qasas (28), Al-" Ankabut (29), Ar-Rum (30), Lugman (31), Alif Lam Mim As-Sajdah (32),
Al-Ahzab (33), Saba' (34), Fatir (35) and Ya Sn (36). The next thirteen are Surat As-Saffat (37),
Sad (38), Az-Zumar (39), Ghafir (40), Ha Mim As-Sgjdah (or Fussilat) (41), Ash-Shura (42), Az-
Zukhruf (43), Ad-Dukhan (44), Al-Jathiyah (45), Al-Ahgaf (46), Al-Qital (or Muhammad) (47), Al-
Fath (48) and Al-Hujurat (49). After that comes the Mufassal section, according to the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them all. Therefore, Surah Qaf (chapter 50) is the first
of the Mufassal, just as we stated, and all praise is due to Allah and all favors are from Him.

The Virtues of Surah Qaf

Imam Ahmad recorded that ~Umar bin Al-Khattab asked Abu Wagqid Al-Laythi, "What did the
Prophet recite during the " Id Prayer" Abu Wagid said, "Surah Qaf and Surat Igtarabat )i.e. Surat
Al-Qamar (54)(." Muslim and the Four Collectors of the Sunan collected this Hadith. Imam
Ahmad recorded that Umm Hisham bint Harithah said, "For around two years, or a year and a
part of another year, our oven and the oven of the Prophet was one and the same. | memorized

Surah,
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(Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an.) from the tongue of the Messenger of Allah who used to recite it
every Friday while standing on the Minbar delivering the Friday sermon to the people." Muslim
collected this Hadith. Abu Dawud also recorded that the daughter of Al-Harith bin An-Nu™ man
said, "l only memorized Surah Qaf from the mouth of the Messenger of Allah who used to recite
it in every Friday Khutbah. Qur oven and the oven of the Messenger was one and the same."
Muslim and An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith. Therefore, the Messenger of Allah used to recite
this Surah during large gatherings such as the "Ids and during Friday sermons. He did so
because this Surah contains news of the beginning of creation, Resurrec- tion, the Return,
Sanding (before Allah), the Reckoning, Paradise, the Fire, Allah's reward and punishment,
lessons of encouragement, and lessons of discouragement. Allah knows best.
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(1. Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an.) (2. Nay, they wonder that there has come to them a warner
from among themselves. So the disbelievers say: "This is a strange thing!") (3. "When we are
dead and have become dust. (Shall we be resurrected) That is a far return.”) (4. We know that

which the earth takes of them, and with Us is a Book preserved.) (5. Nay, but they have denied
the truth when it has come to them, so they are in a Marij state.)

(Qaf.) which is one of the letters of the alphabet that are mentioned in the beginning of some
Surahs, such as,

(Sad.) (38:1)
(Nun. ) (68:1)

(Alif Lam Mim.) (2:1),



(Ha Mim.) (40:1), and
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(Ta Sn) (28:1) and etc., Mujahid and several others said this. We also discussed this in the
beginning of the explanation of Surat Al-Bagarah, and therefore, it is not necessary to repeat it
here.

The Disbelievers wonder at the Message and Resurrection Allah

said,
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(By the Glorious Qur'an.) means by the Honorable and Great Qur'an, which,
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(Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it: (it is) sent down by the All-Wise,
Worthy of all praise.)(41:42) The subject of the oath contamed in this Ayah is specified
afterwards, even though it does not appear by word, emphasizing prophethood, resurrection
and affirming that they are true. There are similar kinds of oaths in the Qur'an, whose subject
isincluded in the meaning but not by word, such as,
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(Sad. By the Qur'an full of reminding. Nay, those who disbelieve are in false pride and
opposition.)(38:1-2) Allah said here,
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(Qaf. By the Glorious Qur'an. Nay, they wonder that there has come to them a warner from
among themselves. S the disbelievers say: "This is a strange thing!") They wondered at the
wisdom behind sending a Messenger who is a human being. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored
said in another Ayah
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(Isit a wonder for mankind that We have sent Our revelation to a man from among themselves
(saying): "Warn mankind.") (10:2), meaning, this is not strange, for Allah chooses Messengers
from angels and humans. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored mentioned that the disbelievers
also wondered about the Resurrection and discounted its coming,
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(When we are dead and have become dust. That is a far return.) They said, "~ after we die,
disintegrate, with our organs torn apart and we become dust, how can we be brought back to

our original shape and bodies,’
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(That is a far return.) "it is not likely that it will ever occur.' They thought that Resurrection
was far from happening and will never occur. Allah the Exalted responded to their statement
by saying,
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(We know that which the earth takes of them.) meaning, * We know what the earth consumes

of their dead bodies." Where and how the bodies disintegrated, what they turned into and how
they have become, all of thisis never absent from Allah's knowledge.
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(and with Us is a Book preserved,) “that keeps all records. Therefore, Our knowledge is
encompassing and the Book of decrees has everything precisely recorded in it. Al-" Awfi
narrated that * Abdullah bin * Abbas commented on the statement of Allah the Exalted,
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(We know that which the earth takes of them,) "It refers to what the earth consumes of their
flesh, skin, bones and hair." A similar view was recorded from Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak
and several others. Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored, explained the reason behind their
disbelief, rebellion and discounting the possibility of what istruly possible,
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(Nay, but they have denied the truth when it has come to them, so they are in a Marij state.)
Thisisthe state of all those who defy the Truth: whatever they say and utter after denying the
Truth, is utterly false. Marij means, in disarray, in a confused state and defying the
characteristics of the Truth. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah,
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(Certainly, you have different ideas. Turned aside therefrom is he who is turned aside.)(51:8-9)
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(6. Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how We have made it and adorned it, and
there are no Furuj in it) (7. And the earth! We have spread it out, and set thereon Rawasi
standing firm, and We planted in it every lovely (Bahij) pair.) (8. An insight and a Reminder for
every servant who turns to Allah in repentance.) (9. And We send down blessed water (rain)
from the sky, then We produce therewith Jannat and grain that are reaped.) (10. And date
palms Basigat, with arranged clusters.) (11. A provision for the servants. And We give life
therewith to a dead land. Thus will be the Resurrection.)

Allah's Power and Ability over what is Greater than Resurrection

Allah the Exalted notifies the servants of His infinite power, which He demonstrated by
creating what is bigger than that which they wondered about and whose possibility they
discount,
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(Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how We have made it and adorned it,) with
lamps;

(754 e Ll W)
(and there are no Furyj in it) i.e., clefts, according to Mujahid. Others said that Furuj means,

rifts, or cracks. All these meanings are close to one another. Allah the Exalted and Most
Honored said,
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(Who has created the seven heavens one above another; you can see no fault in the creation of
the Most Gracious. Then look again: "Can you see any rifts" Then look again and yet again, your

sight will return to you in a state of humiliation and worn out.) (67:2-4) fatigued, unable to
discover any imperfection or shortcomings. The statement of Allah the Exalted, the Blessed,
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(And the earth! We have spread it out, ) means, * We made it spacious and spread it out,’

(and set thereon Rawasi standing firm.) which are the mountains to save the earth from
shaking along with its inhabitants,
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(and We planted in it every lovely (Bahij) pair.) every kind and species of plant, fruit and
vegetation,
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(And of everything We have created pairs that you may reflect.)(51:49) Allah's saying " Bahij',

meaning a beautiful scene,
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(An insight and a Reminder for every servant who turns to Allah in repentance.) Allah says that
observing the creation of the heavens and earth and all the great things that He has placed in
them provides insight, proof and a lesson for every penitent servant who submits in humbleness
and repentance to Allah feeling fear, in awe of Him. Allah the Exalted said,
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(And We send down blessed water from the sky,) meaning beneficial,
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(then We produce therewith Jannat), means special and public parks, gardens, etc.
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(and grain that are reaped) grainsthat are harvested for food and for storage for later use,
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(And date palms Basigat,) meaning, tall and high, according to the explanation reported from
Ibn * Abbas, Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As-Suddi. Allah said,
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(with arrranged clusters.) producing fruits arranged in clusters,

(A provision for (Allah's) servants.) for (Allah's) creation,
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(And We give life therewith to a dead land.) this is the land that was barren. However, when
rain falls upon it, it is stirred to life; it swells and produces all of the lovely pairs such as
flowers and the like -- amazing on account of their beauty. All of this comes into existence
after the land was without greenery, yet it was stirred back to life and became green. Indeed,
this should provide proof of Resurrection after death and disintegration; thus Allah resurrects
the dead. This sign of Allah's ability that is seen and witnessed is greater than the denial of
those who discount the possibility of Resurrection. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said in
other Ayat,
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(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of mankind;)
(40:57),
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(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.)(46:33)
and,

[NERE PR ’u;,;"'y\ 5 5 d.J aiile (as)
\.@_\;‘ Lgﬁ\ u\ L_UJJ L_U.\A\ Ll e L/\]J.J
(Tn el (K e &) Sl A

(And among His signs (is this), that you see the earth barren; but when We send down water to
it, it is stirred to life and growth. Verily, He Who gives it life, surely is able to give life to the
dead. Indeed He is Able to do all things.)(41:39)
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(12. Denied before them the people of Nuh, and the Dwellers of Rass, and Thamud,) (13. And
" Ad, and Fir" awn, and the brethren of Lut,) (14. And the Dwellers of Al-Aykah, and the people
of Tubba. Everyone of them denied (their) Messengers, so My threat took effect.) (15. Were
We then tired with the first creation Nay, they are in confused doubt about a new creation.)

Reminding the Quraysh of the Destruction of earlier Disbelieving
Nations
Allah the Exalted warns the disbelievers of Quraysh and reminds them of the punishment and
painful torment that He sent in this life on their likes, who disbelieved before them. For
instance, Allah the Exalted punished the people of Nuh by drowning them in the encompassing

flood that touched all the people of earth. There is also the end that struck the people of Ar-
Rass, and we mentioned their story before in Surat Al-Furgan,
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(...and Thamud, and " Ad, and Fir" awn, and the brethren of Lut,) the people of Sadum (Sodom)

and the surrounding areas, to whom Lut was sent. Allah the Exalted shook the earth beneath
them and turned their area into a reeking lake, as stinking as the disbelief, tyranny and

defiance of the Truth that they had,
8 £
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(And the Dwellers of Al-Aykah), they are the nation of Shu ayb, peace be upon him,

( TR 2o @~ )
(and the people of Tubba'), King of Yemen; we explained his story in the Tafsir of Qurat Ad-
Dukhan, and therefore, we do not need to repeat it here. All praise is due to Allah.
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(Everyone of them denied (their) Messengers,) means, all of these nations and their generations

belied their respective Messenger, and whoever denies even one Messenger, is as if he has
denied all Messengers. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

((Odu A 7 5 278 LuX)




(The people of Nuh denied the Messengers.)(26:105) even though only one Messenger was sent
to them, and indeed, if all the Messengers were sent to them, they would have disbelieved in
them as well. Allah said,

(25 323)

(so My threat took effect.) meaning, the promise of torment and punishment that Allah
delivered to them on account of their denial took effect. Therefore, all those who fear
suffering the same end should be warned, especially since the latter have denied their
Messenger, just asthe former denied their Messenger.

Repeating the Creation is Easier than originating It

(5 BRI Gyadl)

(Were We then tired with the first creation) meaning, " did starting the creation bring fatigue
to Us, so asto cause doubt in them that repeating the creation was not possible'
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(Nay, they are in confused doubt about a new creation.) meaning, " starting the creation did
not tire Us, and repeating it is even easier.' Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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Allah the Exalted said,
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(And He it is Who originates the creation, then He will repeat it; and this is easier for
Him.)(30:27), and,
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(And he putsforth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who will give life to
these bones after they are rotten and have become dust” Say: "He will give life to them Who
created them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every creation!")(36:78-79) aWe
mentioned earlier a Hadith collected in the Sahih,
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(Allah the Exalted said, "Son of * Adam insults Me when he says, ~ He will not resurrect me as He
created me before!' But surely, originating creation is not easier for Me than reproducing it
again.")
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(16. And indeed We have created man, and We know what his self whispersto him. And We are
nearer to him than hisjugular vein.) (17. (Remember) that the two receivers (recording angels)
receive (each human being), one sitting on the right and one on the left.) (18. Not a word does
he (or she) utter but there is a watcher by him ready (to record it).) (19. And the stupor of
death will come in truth: "This is what you have been avoiding!") (20. And the Trumpet will be
blown -- that will be the Day of the threat.) (21. And every person will come forth along with a
K'ig and a Shahid.) (22. (It will be said to the sinners): "Indeed you were heedless of this. Now
We have removed from you, your covering, and sharp is your sight this Day!")

Allah encompasses and watches all of Man's Activity



Allah the Exalted affirms His absolute dominance over mankind, being their Creator and the
Knower of everything about them. Allah the Exalted has complete knowledge of all thoughts
that cross the mind of man, be they good or evil. In the Sahih, the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Verily, Allah the Exalted has forgiven my Ummah (Muslims) for what they talk (think) to
themselves about, as long as they do not utter or implement it.) The statement of Allah the

(2050 Jis (e 43l) ST (iai)

(And We are nearer to him than his jugular vein.) means, His angels are nearer to man than his
jugular vein. Those who explained * We' in the Ayah to mean " Our knowledge,' have done so to
avoid falling into the idea of incarnation or indwelling; but these two creeds are false
according to the consensus of Muslims. Allah is praised and glorified, He is far hallowed beyond
what they ascribe to Him. The words of this Ayah do not need this explanation (that ~ We'
refers to "~ Allah's knowledge'), for Allah did not say, “and | am closer to him than his jugular

(sl Jis e ) SOAN 0AT)

(And We are nearer to him than hisjugular vein. ) just as He said in the case of dying persons,
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(But We are nearer to him than you, but you see not.) (56:85), in reference to His angels (who
take the souls). Allah the Exalted the Blessed said,

(opshad Al A1 U KA U 2 1)

(Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr and surely, We will guard it.) (15:9)
Therefore, the angels brought down the revelation, the Qur'an, by the leave of Allah, the
Exalted, the Most Honored. Thus, the angels are closer to man than his own jugular vein, by
the power and leave of Allah. Consequently, the angel touches mankind, just as the devil
touches them, for the devil is as close to them as the blood that runs in their veins; just as
Allah's Prophet , who is truthful and was told the truth, told us. Allah's statement here,

(Olalial) b, 3)

((Remember) that the two receivers receive,) in reference to the two angels who receive and
record the deeds of mankind.
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(one sitting on the right and one on the left.) means ready to note,
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(whatever he utters), in reference to the human,
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(of a word), means any word that he or she speaks,
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(but there is a watcher by him ready.) means, but there is a scribe whose job is to record it,
leaving no word or movement unrecorded. Allah the Exalted said,
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(But verily, over you (are appointed angels) to watch you, Kiraman (honorable) Katibin writing
down (your deeds), they know all that you do.) (82:10-12) Therefore, the scribe records every
word that is spoken, according to the explanation of Al-Hasan and Qatadah. This is also the
apparent meaning of this Ayah. Imam Ahmad recorded that Bilal bin Al-Harith Al-Muzani said,
"The Messenger of Allah said,
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(Verily, a man might utter a word that pleases Allah the Exalted, unaware of how highly it will
be regarded, and on its account Allah the Exalted and Most Honored decrees His pleasure of
him until the Day he meets Him. A man might indeed utter a word that angers Allah the
Exalted, unaware of how dreadful it will be and on its account Allah the Exalted decrees for
him His anger until the Day he meets Him.)" *~ Algamah used to say, "How many words did | not
utter because of the Hadith that Bilal bin Al-Harith narrated." At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn
Maj ah collected this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." There is a Hadith similar to thisin
the Sahih.

Reminding Mankind of the Stupor of Death, the Blast of the
Trumpet and the Day of Gathering

Allah the Exalted and Most High said,
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(And the stupor of death will come in truth: "This is what you have been avoiding!") Allah the

Exalted and Most Honored says, - O mankind! Thisisthe stupor of death that has come in truth;
now, | have brought forth to you the certainty that you were disputing,’
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(This is what you have been avoiding!), means, " thisisthe end that you were trying to escape;
it has come to you! Therefore, you will have neither a shelter nor a refuge nor a sanctuary nor
an asylum from it." In the Sahih, the Prophet said, while wiping sweat from his face when the
stupor of death overcame him,
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(Glory be to Allah! Verily, death hasits stupor.) The Ayah,
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(This is what you have been avoiding!) has two possible meanings. One of them is this: ~what
you have been trying to avert, escape and flee from has come to you and resided in your
home!' The second meaning is, ~ you had no way of escaping or averting this end. ' At-Tabarani
collected a Hadith in Al-Mu” jam Al-Kabir from Samurah who said that the Messenger of Allah
said,
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(The parable of whoever tries to avoid death is that of a fox that had a debt to pay to the
earth. The fox went away and when he became tired and the time to sleep overtook him, he
entered his den. The earth said to him, ~ O fox! Pay my debt!' The fox went out howling and
continued until his neck was cutoff, (i.e.,) he died.) This parable indicates that just as the fox
had no way of escaping or avoiding the earth, likewise, man has no way of avoiding death.
Allah the Exalted the Blessed said,
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(And the Trumpet will be blown -- that will be the Day of the threat.) Earlier we discussed the
information about the blowing of the Trumpet, the fear that follows it, the death of everything
and then resurrection, all this will occur on the Day of Resurrection. We also mentioned that
the Messenger of Allah said in a Hadith,
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(How can | feel comfort while the angel responsible for the Trumpet has placed the Trumpet to
his mouth and lowered his forehead awaiting when he will be commanded (by Allah to blow in
it)) They said, "O Allah's Messenger, what should we say" He said,
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(Say, "Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best disposer of affairs.)" The Companions
repeated thisinvocation, saying, "Allah is sufficient for us, and He is the best disposer of affairs
(for us)." Allah said,
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(And every person will come forth along with a &'iq and a Shahid.) meaning, an angel to drive
him to the gathering place and an angel to bear witness against him with regards to his deeds.



This is the apparent meaning of this honorable Ayah and it is the meaning that lbn Jarir
preferred. It was narrated from Yahya bin Rafi", the freed servant of Thaqif, that he heard
“Uthman bin * Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, giving a speech in which he recited this

(Rue’s Bl ale L (K Lelay)

(And every person will come forth along with a S'iq and a Shahid.) and then said, "A &'iq to
drive every person to Allah the Exalted, and a Shahid to witness against him what he has done.”
The statement of Allah the Exalted,
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(Indeed you were heedless of this. Now We have removed from you, your covering, and sharp is
your sight this Day!) is directed at humanity. Allah said,
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(Indeed you were heedless of this.), of this Day,
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(Now We have removed from you, your covering, and sharp is your sight this Day!) " your sight is
now clear and strong.' Everyone, including the disbelievers, will have clear sight on the Day of
Resurrec- tion. However, having sight will not be helpful to the dis- believers on that Day, for
Allah the Exalted said,
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(How clearly will they (disbelievers) see and hear, the Day when they will appear before Us!)
(19:38), and,
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(And if you only could see when the criminals hang their heads before their Lord (saying): "Qur
Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us back (to the world), that we will do righteous
good deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty.)(32:12)
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(23. And his companion (angel) will say: "Here is (his record) ready with me!") (24. (Allah will
say to the angels:) "Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever") (25. "Hmderer of
good, transgressor, doubter,") (26. "Who set up another god with Allah. Then both of you cast
him in the severe torment.") (27. His companion (devil) will say: "Our Lord! | did not push him
to transgression, but he was himself in error far astray.”) (28. (Allah) will say: "Dispute not in
front of Me, | had already in advance sent you the threat.") (29. "The sentence that comes from
Me cannot be changed, and | am not unjust to the servants.”)

The Angel will bear Witness; Allah commands that the Disbeliever
be thrown into the Fire

Allah the Exalted states that the scribe angel, who is entrusted with recording the deeds of
mankind, will testify against him or her about the deeds he or she did on the Day of
Resurrection. He will say,
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("Here is (his record) ready with me!"), here it is prepared and completed without addition or
deletion. Thisis when Allah the Exalted will judge the creation with fairness, saying,
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(Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever.) It appears that Allah will say these
words to the S'iqg and Shahid angels; the S&'iq drove him to the grounds where Reckoning is
held and the Shahid testified. Allah the Exalted will order them to throw him in the fire of
Jahannam, and worse it is as a destination,

(Both of you throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever.) meaning, whose disbelief and denial
of truth was horrendous, who used to stubbornly reject the truth, knowingly contradicting it

with falsehood,
( o~ 31 47 )

(Hinderer of good,) meaning for he did not fulfill the duties he was ordered, nor was he dutiful,

keeping tiesto kith and kin nor giving charity,
( ¥ )

(transgressor,) meaning, he transgresses the limits in spending. Qatadah commented, "He is a
transgressor in his speech, behavior and affairs.” Allah said,

(i)

(doubter,) meaning, he doubts and raises doubts in those who scrutinize his behavior,
(who set up another god with Allah.) meaning, he associated others with Allah and worshipped

others besides Him,
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(Then both of you cast him in the severe torment.) Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu S id Al-
Khudri said that the Prophet said,
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(A neck from the Fire will appear and will speak saying, "Today, | have been entrusted with
three: Every obstinate tyrant, everyone who ascribed another god with Allah, and he who took
a life without right." The neck will then close in on them and throw them in the midst of
Jahannam.)"

Man and Devil dispute before Allah

Allah's saying;
22 w ~ &
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(His companion will say), refers to the devil who is entrusted to every man, according to
" Abdullah bin * Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and several othes. He will say,

(43l G \E0))

(Our Lord! | did not push him to transgression,) meaning, the devil will say this about the
human who came on the Day of Resurrection as a disbeliever. The devil will disown him,

saying,
(Aakl G &)
(Qur Lord! | did not push him to transgression) meaning, "l did not lead him astray,"
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(but he was himself in error far astray.) meaning, he himself was misguided, accepting
falsehood and stubborn to the truth. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said in another Ayah,
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(And Shaytan will say when the matter has been decided: "Verily, Allah promised you a promise
of truth. And | too promised you, but | betrayed you. | had no authority over you except that |
called you, and you responded to me. So blame me not, but blame yourselves. | cannot help

you, nor can you help me. | deny your former act in associating me as a partner with Allah.
Verily, there is a painful torment for the wrongdoers.") (14:22) Allah the Exalted said,

((Allah) will say: "Dispute not in front of Me.") The Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored will say
this to the man and his devil companion, who will be disputing before Him. The man will say,
"O, Lord! This devil has misguided me away from the Remembrance after it came to me," while
the devil will declare,

(2 J L 3 & (ST Adadal T U))
(Qur Lord! 1 did not push him to transgression, but he was himself in error far astray.) from the
path of truth. The Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored will say to them,

(Dispute not in front of Me,) or "~ before Me,’
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(I had already in advance sent you the threat.) " | have given you sufficient proof by the words
of the Messengers, and | have sent down the Divine Books; the evidences, signs and proofs have

thus been established against you,'
( ﬂ do {.3‘ dw - 2 / )

(The Sentence that comes from Me cannot be changed, ) "l have made My decision," according

to the explanation of Mujahid,
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(And | am not unjust to the servants.) " | will not punish anyone, except on account of their sins
after the proof has been established against them."
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(30. On the Day when We will say to Hell: "Are you filled" It will say: "Are there any more") (31.
And Paradise will be Uzlifat to those who had Taqwa, not far off.) (32. (It will be said): "Thisis
what you were promised -- (it is) for those returning in sincere repentance, and Hafiz.") (33.
"Who feared Ar-Rahman unseen and brought a heart turned in repentance.") (34. "Enter you

therein in peace and security -- thisis a Day of eternal life!") (35. There they will have all that
they desire -- and We have more.)

Jahannam and Paradise and their Dwellers
Allah states that He will say to Jahannam on the Day of Resurrection, "Have you had your fill"
Allah the Most Honored has promised Hell that it will have its fill from the Jinns and mankind.
He, the Exalted and Most Honored, will decide who will be thrown into the Fire and she will
keep saying, "Are there any more," or, ~ Are there any more whom You will provide me with'

This is the apparent meaning of this Ayah which is supported by several Hadiths. Imam Ahmad
recorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The people will be thrown into Jahannam and it will say, * Are there any more' Until the Mighty
Lord puts His Foot over it and its corners will be collected together and it will say, "Enough,
enough by Your grace and compassion!' There will be sufficient empty space in Paradise until
Allah creates another creation and He, the Exalted, makes them dwell in the empty parts of
Paradise.)" Muslim also collected this Hadith. Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah narrated
that the Prophet said,

,..JAuAdA :J g8y Setlial Ja e_@@““ij@»
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(Jahannam will be asked, "Are you full" and it will say, "Are there any more" Until the Lord, the
Blessed and Most Honored, puts His Foot over it and it will say: "Enough! Enough!") Al-Bukhari
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Paradise and the Fire quarreled. The Fire said, "l have been favored with the arrogant people
and tyrants.” Paradise said, "What is wrong with me that only the poor and humble people
enter me" Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said to Paradise, "You are My mercy, with which
| grant mercy to those whom | will among My servants.” He said to Hell, "You are My punishment
which | inflict upon whom | wish from My servants, and | shall fill both of you." As for Hellfire,
it will not have its fill until Allah puts His Foot over it and she will say, "Enough! Enough!" She
will become full and its sides will come close to each other. Allah the Exalted and Most
Honored shall not be unjust to any one of His creatures. As for Paradise, Allah the Exalted and
Most Honored will create another creation to fill it.) Allah the Exalted said,

(2 e Gl A3 by

(And Paradise will be Uzlifat to those who had Tagwa, not far off.) meaning, Paradise will be
brought close and near to the pious, according to Qatadah, Abu Malik and As-Suddi,

(22 22)

(not far off), and this will occur on the Day of Resurrection, which is not far off. Surely that
Day will come to pass and all that is bound to come, is near,

ARSI A PR AW
'35 I35

(This is what you were promised -- (it is) for those returning) who go back to Allah in sincere
repentance intending not to repeat sin,

(Hafiz), who preserve their covenant with Allah and do not break or betray it,

(sl Dl (ER 1)

(Who feared Ar-Rahman unseen) who feared Allah in secret when only Allah the Exalted and
Most Honored could see him. The Prophet said,

e Ciali A IG5 &R UA ) sy

(And a man who remembered Allah the Exalted while alone, and his eyes became tearful.)
Allah said,
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(and brought a heart turned in repentance. ) meaning, he will meet Allah, the Exalted and Most
Honored, on the Day of Resurrection with a heart turned in repentance to Him and absolutely

free (of Shirk) and humbled to Him,
it £ o©

(in peace and security), they will earn security from the torment of Allah, the Exalted and Most
Honored, and the angels of Allah will greet them with the Salam, according to the explanation
of Qatadah. The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored:

(5189 5 )

(-- this is a Day of eternal life!), meaning, they will reside in Paradise forever and will never
die, neither be transferred from it nor wish to be transferred from it. The statement of Allah

the All-Mighty,
1 -~ . - 3] T N @ ] ]
( Lol UJg 104 u )
(There they will have all that they desire), means, whatever delights they wish and desire,
they will find it brought before them. Allah's statement,
L e Lnal
(2= Lals)
(and We have more.) is similar to His other statement,
32l I ol
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(For those who have done good is the best and even more. )(10:26) In the Sahih, Muslim
recorded that Suhayb bin Snan Ar-Rumi said that “~more' refers to looking at the Most
Honorable Face of Allah.
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(Enter you therein), meaning Paradise,
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(86. And how many a generation We have destroyed before them who were stronger in power
than they. And they went about the land! Could they find any place of refuge) (37. Verily,
therein isindeed a reminder for him who has a heart or gives ear while he is heedful.) (38. And
indeed We created the heavens and the earth and all between them in six Days and nothing of
fatigue touched Us.) (39. So bear with patience all that they say, and glorify the praises of your

Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its) setting.) (40. And during a part of the night
(also) glorify His praises and (so likewise) after the prostrations.)

Warning the Disbelievers of the imminent Torment; commanding
the Prophet to pray and have Patience

Allah the Exalted asks, ~ how many We have destroyed before these denying disbelievers

& - }Q &’:.TO} .O“ .‘ﬁ
(Ciday agie 231 28 () 8 (1)
(a generation who were stronger in power than they.) they were more numerous, mightier than

they and who constructed on the earth and built on it more than they. The statement of Allah
the Exalted,

(QA.\M R dA JJ.\]\ uﬁ N“)

(And they went about the land! Could they find any place of refuge) lon * Abbas commented,
"They left the traces throughout the land," Qatadah said, "They traveled throughout the land
seeking provisions through trade and business, more than you have." Allah's statement,

( & . o / )
(Could they find any place of refuge) means, " could they find a shelter from Allah's decision
and appointed destiny Have what they collected benefited them or averted Allah's torment



when it came to them on account of their denial of the Messengers Likewise, you will never be
able to avert, avoid, or find refuge or shelter (from His torment).' Allah the Exalted and Most

Honored said,
(s RM b a8 )
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(for him who has a heart) meaning, a sound understanding with which he comprehends, or, a

good mind, according to Mujahid,
2R % "X~ o0& “9f o
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(or gives ear while he is heedful.) meaning, he hears the speech, comprehends and understands
it in his mind and graspsitsindications with hisintellect. Mujahid said that,

(zeaadl 311 74

(or gives ear), means, he does not talk to himself but listens with an attentive heart. Ad-
Dahhak commented, "The Arabs would say that someone has given ear when he hears with his
ears, while his heart is present and not absent." Ath-Thawri and several others said similarly.
The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored;

~ /}1°/ i /.o’lﬂ - ../ /@ 10,/. IR <X Xd
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(And indeed We created the heavens and the earth and all that between them in six Days and
nothing of fatigue touched Us.) is emphasis on the Resurrection because He Who is able to
create the heavens and earth without fatigue, then surely He is able to resurrect the dead.
Qatadah said, "The Jews, may Allah's curses descend on them, said that Allah created the

heavens and earth in six days and then rested on the seventh day, which was the Sabbath. This
is why they call it a holiday. Allah the Exalted then sent down denial of their statement and

false opinion." Allah said, m
SN 2 @ - 4~
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(and nothing of fatigue touched Us.) indicating that no sleep, exhaustion or weariness affects
Him. Allah the Exalted the Blessed said in other Ayat,

(Verily, therein isindeed a reminder) and a lesson,
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(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth, and was not wearied by
their creation, is able to give life to the dead Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.)(46:33),

B e 5 Gany el ()
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(The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than the creation of

mankind.)(40:57) and,
(L 2L o Gl Al adic

(Are you more difficult to create or isthe heaven that He constructed)(79:27) Allah the Exalted

and Most Honored said,
- S~ ~ -~ ] o 4
(Ostsn L e Diald)

(So bear with patience all that they say, ) in reference to those who deny the Prophet |,
ordering him to be patient with them and turn away from them in a good way,

Ji&y il golla J8 el X chw;)
(s )

(and glorify the praises of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its) setting.)
There were two ordained prayers prior to the Isra’ journey. One before the rising of the sun at
dawn and the other before sunset in the evening. Qiyam Al-Layl, prayer at night, was a
command for the Prophet and his followers for sometime but it was later abrogated for the
Ummah. Later, during the Isra’ journey, Allah abrogated all of the previous orders for prayer by
ordaining five daily prayers, including the prayers of Fajr before sunrise, and " Asr in the late
afternoon. Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin * Abdullah said, "When we were sitting with the
Prophet , he looked at the full moon and said,
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(Certainly you will be brought before your Lord and will see Him as you see this moon, and you
will have no trouble in seeing Him. So, if you can avoid missing the prayer before the sunrise
and the prayer before sunset, you must do so.) He then recited Allah's statement,

Ji&y il golla J8 el X chw;)
(s

(and glorify the praises of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its) setting.)" The
Two Sahihs and the rest of the Group collected this Hadith through the chain of Isma’il. Allah

the Exalted said,
2o ¥- % ) - -
(Aaand ) as)
(And during a part of the night glorify His praises), meaning pray to Him. Allah said Ayah,
gL A £ - - :-ﬂj - de
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(And in some parts of the night offer the Salah with it, as an additional prayer for you. It may
be that your Lord will raise you to Magam Mahmud.) (17:79) Ibn Abi Najih reported that

Mujahid said that Ibn * Abbas said that,
2 & - o £~
(2saadl 20l)

(and after the prostrations.) refers to Tasbih, i.e. glorifying Allah's praises, after the prayers.
There is a Hadith collected in the Two Sahihs that supports this meaning. Abu Hurayrah said,
"Some poor migrants came and said, ~ O Allah's Messenger! The wealthy people will get higher

grades and will have permanent enjoyment. ' The Prophet said,
YE KRN
«* S 9



(Why is that) They said, " They pray as we do, fast as we do, yet they give charity, but we can
not. They free slaves, but we can not.' The Prophet said,
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(Shall | tell you about something that, if you did it, you would catch up with those who have
surpassed you and nobody would be better than you except those who would do the same Say,
" Qubhan Allah, Alhamdulillah and Allahu Akbar," thirty-three times each after every prayer.)
Later, they came back and said, ~ O Allah's Messenger! Our brethren, the wealthy Muslims,
heard of what we did and they also did the same.’ The Prophet said,

«slin (e 4’y Al Jicad Sy,

(Thisis a favor and grace of Allah, and He grantsit to whom He wills.)" There is another way of

explaining the Ayah. It isthat Allah's statement,
2 & - <o %-
(2l al)

(and after the prostrations.) refers to the two Rak™ ahs after the Maghrib prayer. This was
reported from *~ Umar bin Al-Khattab, " Ali bin Abi Talib and his son Al-Hasan, " Abdullah bin
" Abbas, Abu Hurayrah and Abu Umamah, may Allah be pleased with them. This is also the
saying of Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Ash-Sha’ bi, An-Nakha' i, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, and others.
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(41. And listen on the Day when the caller will call from a near place.) (42. The Day when they
will hear As-Sayhah in truth, that will be the Day of coming out.) (43. Verily, it is We Who give
life and cause death; and to Us is the final return.) (44. On the Day when the earth shall be
cleft, from off them (they will come out) hastening forth. That will be a gathering, quite easy
for Us.) (45. We know best what they say. And you are not the one to force them. But warn by
the Qur'an; him who fears My threat.)

Admonition from Some Scenes of the Day of Resurrection

Allah the Exalted said,

(e

(And listen) * O Muhammad,’

(s I oo S S5 )

(on the Day when the caller will call from a near place.) to the gathering for the Day of

Judgement,
Yo ba/ ow \/. 2 ~0 - -0 -~
(Balb Asdall o) i o'0)
(The Day when they will hear As-Sayhah in truth,) in reference to the blowing in the Trumpet
which will bring forth the truth that most of them discounted and denied,

S0 - -~ pu~
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(that will be the Day of coming out.) from the graves,
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(Verily, it is We Who give life and cause death; and to Us is the final return.) Allah is He Who
starts creation and then brings it back to life, and the latter is easier for Him; to Him is the

final return of all creations. At this time, He will recompense each according to his or her
deeds, good for good and evil for evil. Allah the Exalted said,

() agie a1 e A 53)

(On the Day when the earth shall be cleft, from off them (they will come out) hastening forth.)
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored will send down rain from the sky. From that rain the bodies
of the creations will grow while they are in their graves, just as the seed grows in soil in the
aftermath of rain. When the bodies grow to their full strength, Allah the Exalted will command
angel Israfil and he will blow in the Trumpet (for a second time). The souls will be enclosed in



a hole in the Trumpet. When Israfil blows in the Trumpet, the souls will depart from it and will
fly between the heavens and earth. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored, will declare, "By My
grace and power, each soul shall return to the body that it used to inhabit," and indeed, every
soul will return to its body. The soul will enter its body just as poison enters the body, then the
earth will be uncovered from above them, and they will all stand and head towards the
Reckoning place hastening to obey the command of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored,
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(Hastening towards the caller. The disbelievers will say: "Thisis a hard Day.")(54:8), and
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(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer (His Call) with (words of) His praise and
obedience, and you will think that you have stayed (in this world) but a little while!) (17:52) In
the Sahih, it isrecorded that Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The earth will open up first around me.) Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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(That will be a gathering, quite easy for Us.) " bringing them back to life is easy for Us and
effortless.' Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

(il el $3a 7y 91 T )

(And Our commandment is but one as the twinkling of an eye.)(54:50), and,
- g. fo -

(The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are only as of a single person. Verily,
Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.) (31:28)



Comforting the Prophet

The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most High,

-, &y~ 2 %o T s, 0 &
(We know best what they say.) means, ~ Our knowledge is all encompassing of the denial that
the idolators are confronting you with, so do not be concerned.' In similar Ayat, Allah said,
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(Indeed, We know that your breast is straitened at what they say. So glorify the praises of your
Lord and be of those who prostrate themselves (to Him). And worship your Lord until there
comes unto you the certainty (i.e., death).) (15:97) Allah's statement,

- s ~
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(And you are not the one to force them.) says, "it is not you who forces them to accept the
guidance; thisis not a part of your mission.' Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

(el GAS e gle el RN

(But warn by the Qur'an; him who fears My threat.) meaning, " convey the Message of your
Lord, for only those who fear Allah and dread His torment, and hope in His promise will

remember and heed,’
(Claal) il 2 1) Gl Lila)

(Your duty isonly to convey (the Message) and on Us is the reckoning.)(13:40),

(i agile Cid - "R Caf L) * K1)

(So remind them -- you are only one who reminds. You are not a dictator over them.)(88:21-22)
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(Not upon you is their guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills.)(2:272) and,
. - o -~ - < ‘ / ) “ y /5 q
« < \ \ 1
R (S adll | 3 = u—° LS%—‘ ‘JJ‘
A ~/~./

(;Lu.j

(Verily, you guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills.) (28:56) Allah's

statement here,

Olealy TRE U eg—ﬂr— t—u‘ ~L35;)

(And you are not the one to force them. But warn by the Qur'an; him who fears My threat.)
Qatadah used to invoke Allah by saying, "O Allah! Make us among those who fear Your threat
and hope for Your promise, O Barr (Qubtle, Kind, Courteous, and Generous), O Rahim (the Most
Merciful)." Thisis the end of the Tafsir of Surah Qaf. All praise is due to Allah, He is for us, the
most excellent Trustee.

The Tafsir of Surat Adh-Dhariyat
(Chapter - 51)
Which was revealed in Makkah
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(1. By the scattering Dhariyat;) (2. And the laden Hamilat;) (3. And the steady Jariyat;) (4. And
the distributors of command,) (5. Verily, that which you are promised is surely true.) (6. And
verily, Ad-Din is sure to occur.) (7. By the heaven full of Hubuk,) (8. Certainly, you have
different ideas.) (9. Turned aside therefrom is he who is turned aside.) (10. Cursed be Al-
Kharrasun) (11. Who are under a cover of Sahun,) (12. They ask: "When will be the Day of Ad-
Din") (13. (It will be) a Day when they will be Yuftanun in the Fire!) (14."Taste you your trial!
Thisis what you used to ask to be hastened!")

Affirming the News of the Resurrection The Commander of the
faithful,
Ali bin Abi Talib may Allah be pleased with him, ascended the Minbar in Kufah and declared,
"Any Ayah in the Book of Allah the Exalted and any Sunnah from Allah's Messenger you ask me

about today, | will explain them." Ibn Al-Kawwa stood up and said, "O Leader of the faithful!
What isthe meaning of Allah's statement,

) -~ . - -~ -
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(By the scattering Dhariyat),"” and ~ Ali said, "The wind." The man asked,
(185 < lanlE)
"(And the laden Hamilat)" * Ali said, "The clouds." The man again asked,
o & . ~ - %
"(And the steady Jariyat)" " Ali said, "The ships." The man asked,

(Tl calaalla)

"(And the distributors of command)" " Ali said, it refersto "The angels." Some scholars said that
Al-Jariyat Yusra refers to the stars that float in their orbits with ease. This would mean that
the things mentioned were ascendant in their order, beginning with the lower, then mentioning
the higher one after that, etc. The winds bring the clouds, the stars are above them and the
angels who distribute by Allah's order are above that, and they descend with Allah's legislative
orders and the decrees He determines. These Ayat contain a vow from Allah that Resurrection

shall come to pass. Allah's statement,
NS (R C S
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(Verily, that which you are promised is surely true.), it isa truthful promise,

(00 )
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(will occur), it will surely come to pass. Then Allah the Exalted said,
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(By the heaven full of Hubuk,) lbn ~ Abbas said; "Full of beauty, grace, magnificence and
perfection.” Mujahid, " lkrimah, &' id bin Jubayr, Abu Malik, Abu Salih, As-Suddi, Qatadah,
" Atiyah Al-" Awfi, Ar-Rabi® bin Anas and others said similarly. Ad-Dahhak, Al-Minhal bin * Amr
and others said, "The meandering of the water, sand and plants when the wind passes over
them; carving paths out of them, that is the Hubuk." All of these sayings return to the same
meaning, that of beauty and complexity. The sky is high above us, clear yet thick, firmly
structured, spacious and graceful, beautified with stars such as the sun and orbiting planets
such as the moon and the planets of the solar system.

(And verily, Ad-Din) the Recompense,

The Differing Claims of the Idolators

R S:.o, “ do P ) Q‘
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(Certainly, you have different ideas.) Allah says, " you disbelievers who deny the Messengers

have different and confused opinions that do not connect or conform to each other.' Qatadah
commented on the Ayah, "You have different ideas about the Qur'an. Some of you agree that it

istrue while some others deny this fact." Allah said,
< e - T BN L 3]

(Turned aside therefrom is he who is turned aside.) Allah says, these confused and different
opinions only fool those who are inwardly misguided. Surely, such falsehood is accepted,
embraced and it becomes the source of confusion only for those who are misguided and
originally liars, the fools who have no sound comprehension, as Allah said,

) - G ale 1 L - 8 U
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Allah the Exalted said,



(So, verily you and those whom you worship cannot lead astray, except those who are
predetermined to burn in Hell!)(37:161-163) lbn ~ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and
As-Quddi said:

(<l e dde l8%))

(Turned aside therefrom is he who is turned aside.) "He who is misguided is led astray from it. "

Allah said,;
(L5l )

(Cursed be Al-Kharrasun), Mujahid said; "The liars. This is similar to what is mentioned in

(Surah) " Abasa:
(S0 T fmay) )

(Be cursed man! How ungrateful he is!)(80:17) Al-Kharrasun are those who claim that they will
never be brought back to life, doubting the coming of Resurrection.” " Ali bin Abi Talhah

reported from lbn * Abbas;
/. 2 - /h \ - ."%
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(Cursed be Al-Kharrasun), "Cursed be the doubters." Mu adh said similarly, may Allah be
pleased with him. During one of his speeches he said, "Destroyed be the doubters.” Qatadah
said, "Al-Kharrasun are the people of doubt and suspicion." Allah said;
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(Who are under a cover of Sahun,) Ibn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others said;
"In disbelief and doubt, they are heedless and playful." Allah said,

(o 2 Gl & st)
(They ask: "When will be the Day of Ad-Din") They utter this statement in denial, stubbornness,
doubt and suspicion. Allah the Exalted replied,

( /. 2:.&) 1@!‘ S/ o 8 -0 /)
((It will be) a Day when they will be Yuftanun in the Fire!) lbn ~ Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and
several others said that Yuftanun means punished. Mujahid said: "Just as gold is forged in the

fire." A group of others also including Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Ibrahim An-Nakha' i, Zayd bin Aslam,
and Qufyan Ath-Thawri said, "They will be burnt."
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(Taste you your triall), Mujahid said, "Your burning” while others said, "Your punishment."

( MM;.\SL;JS\ \J_Q)

(This is what you used to ask to be hastened!) This will be said admonishing, chastising,
humiliating and belittling them. Allah knows best.

e L Lol (36 s b 1 )
S8 1 AK aienis &3&31;&;{@3 e./é_\‘)

O sh ALY e L I O
(
S - eij AP &m dé asJ‘ &5)
;)535j5 Ly eﬁja 2 @J u))@-‘-’
e&iudﬁd;]m\ UAJYU ¢-\.AMM L_Q)S
( O <

(15. Verily, those who have Tagwa will be in the midst of Gardens and Sorings,) (16. Taking joy
in the things which their Lord has given them. Verily, they were before this doers of good.) (17
They used to sleep but little by night.) (18. And in the hours before dawn, they were asking for
forgiveness.) (19. And in their wealth there was the right of the &'il and the Mahrum.) (20. And
on the earth are signs for those who have faith with certainty.) (21. And also in yourselves. Will
you not then see (22. And in the heaven is your provision, and that which you are promised.)
(23. Then by the Lord of the heaven and the earth, it isthe truth, just as you can speak.)

Qualities of Those Who have Taqwa and Their Reward

Allah the Exalted informs about those who have Tagwa, that on the Day of their Return they
will be amidst gardens and springs. To the contrary the miserable ones will be amidst torment,
punishment, fire and chains. Allah said,
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(Taking joy in the things which their Lord has given them.) His statement;

(Cle)

(Taking) describes the state of the people of Tagwa in the midst of gardens and springs. They
will receive what their Lord gives them, meaning, delight, happiness and favors. Allah the

Exalted and Most Honored said,
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(Verily, they were before that), in the life of the world,

(gooddoers) As He said:
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(Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days past!)(69:24) Allah
the Exalted described the good acts that they performed,
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(They used to sleep but little at night.) The scholars of Tafsir have two opinions about this:

The First Opinion

The first isthat, they used to spend a little part of every night awake. lbn * Abbas said, "Every
night, they would worship Allah, even during a little part of the night." Qatadah narrated that
Mutarrif bin * Abdullah said, "Hardly a night would pass by them that they did not pray to Allah
the Exalted and Most Honored, either in the beginning, or the middle of it." Mujahid said, "Only
a few nights, if any, would they sleep through the night until the morning without praying
Tahajjud." Qatadah said similarly Anas bin Malik and Abu Al-" Aliyah said, "They used to pray
between Al-Maghrib and Al-" Isha'." The Second Opinion They used to spend a little part of the
night in sleep. This was preferred by Ibn Jarir. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said:
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(They used to sleep but little by night), "They performed voluntary night prayer and would not
sleep during the night except a little. They were active and would continue until they were
seeking forgiveness right before dawn." * Abdullah bin Salam said, "When the Messenger of Allah

arrived at Al-Madinah, people quickly gathered around him and | was among them. When | saw
his face, | knew that it was not the face of aliar. The first statement | heard from him was,
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(O people! Feed with food, keep relations to kith and kin, spread the Salam, pray at night

while people are asleep, and you will enter Paradise in peace.)" Imam Ahmad recorded that
" Abdullah bin * Umar said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Verily, there are lofty rooms in Paradise in which their outside can be seen from inside and

their inside from the outside.) Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari said, "Who are they for, O Allah's
Messenger" He said,
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(For those who use soft speech, feed food and spend the night in voluntary prayer while people
are asleep.) Allah said:

(o ab HALI)

(And in the hours before dawn, they were asking for forgiveness.) Mujahid and several others
said: "They were performing Salah." Others said that they would stand in prayer during the
night and delayed asking Allah for forgiveness until the latter hours before dawn. As Allah, the

Exalted the Blessed, said;
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(And those who seek forgiveness during the last hours of the night.)(83:17); This is because it is
better if asking for forgiveness is done while praying. It is confirmed in the Sahih collections as
well as others, from several Companions, that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Allah, the Most High, descends each night to the lowest heaven when the last third of the
night remains. He says, "Is there anyone who isrepenting so that | may accept his repentance Is
there anyone seeking forgiveness, so that | may forgive him Is there anyone asking of Me, so
that | may grant him his request" until Fajr begins.) Many of the scholars of Tafsir said that

when the Prophet Ya qub said to his sons:
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(I will ask my Lord for forgiveness for you)(12:98), he delayed doing so until the hours before
dawn. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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(And in their wealth there was the right of the S'il and the Mahrum.) After Allah mentioned
their quality of performing prayer, He then mentioned their quality of spending in charity and

acts of compassion and kindness,
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(And in their wealth there was the right), a designated part which they dedicated to the SAiil
and Mahrum. The &'l is the poor who begs others, and he has a due right. As for the Mahrum,
Ibn *~ Abbas and Mujahid said, "He is the poor person who does not receive a stipend." Meaning
he does not receive a stipend from the Muslim treasury, nor does he have a means of income,
nor a profession. The Mother of the faithful, * Aishah may Allah be pleased with her, said about
the Mahrum, "He is the displaced, the one who does not have a profession to easily earn an
income from." Qatadah and Az-Zuhri: "The Mahrum is the one who does not ask the people for
anything." Az-Zuhri added that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(The poor (Miskin) is not the one who goes round to the people and asks them for a mouthful or
two or a date or two. But the poor is the one who does not have enough to satisfy his needs

and whose condition is not known to others, so that others may give him something in charity.)
This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs using another chain of narration.

Allah's Signs on the Earth and in Mankind

Allah the Exalted and the Blessed said next,
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(And on the earth are signs for those who have faith with certainty.) Allah says that there are
signs on earth that testify to the might of the Creator and His boundless ability. These signs
include what Allah placed on the earth, the various plants, animals, valleys, mountains,
deserts, rivers and oceans. He also created mankind with different languages, colors,
intentions and abilities, and a variety among them, differences in the power of understanding

and comprehension, their deeds, and ultimately earning happiness or misery. Allah put every
organ in their bodies in its rightful place where they most need it to be. S He said:
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(And also in yourselves. Will you not then see) Qatadah commented, "He who thinks about his

own creation will realize that he was created with flexible joints so that it is easy for him to
perform acts of worship." Allah the Exalted said next,
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(And in the heaven is your provision,) meaning, rain,
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(and that which you are promised.) meaning Paradise. This was said by Ibn * Abbas, Mujahid and
several others. Allah said:
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(Then by the Lord of the heaven and the earth, it isthe truth, just as you can speak.) Allah is
swearing by His honorable Self, all of the matters of the Judgement, Resurrection, and
Recompense that they have been promised shall certainly occur. Therefore, it is the truth,
there being no doubt about it, so do not doubt its coming, just as you do not doubt that you
can speak When he would talk to one of hisfriends, Mu™ adh used to say: "What | am saying is as
true as your being here."
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(24. Has the story reached you, of the honored guests of Ibrahim) (25. When they came in to
him and said: "Salaman!" He answered: "Salamun" and said: "You are a people unknown to me.")
(26. Then he turned to his household, and brought out a roasted calf.) (27. And placed it
before them (saying): "Will you not eat") (28. Then he conceived fear of them (when they ate
not). They said: "Fear not." And they gave him glad tidings of a son having knowledge.) (29.
Then his wife came forward with a loud voice; she smote her face, and said: "A barren old
woman!") (30. They said: "Even so says your Lord. Verily, He isthe All-Wise, the All-Knower.")

The Guests of the Prophet Ibrahim

We mentioned this story before in Surah Hud and Al-Hijr. Allah said,
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(Has the story reached you, of the honored guests of Ibrahim), whom Ibrahim honored and who,

(Al OB Ll 1 5)

(they said: "Salaman!" He answered: "Salamun.")
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(When you are greeted with a greeting, greet in return with what is better than it, or return it
equally.)(4:86) So the Friend of Allah chose a better reply in return for their greeting,
implementing Allah's command: Reciprocating the greeting with the term Salamun is stronger
than the greeting using the term Salaman. The three angels; Jibril, Mika'il and Israfil came to
Ibrahim in the image of handsome young wonderfully graceful men. Thisis why lbrahim said,
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(Then he turned to his household,) Ibrahim discretely went inside in haste,
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(and brought out a roasted calf.) from the best of his menu, And in another Ayah
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(You are a people unknown to me.) Allah the Exalted said,

(And he hastened to entertain them with a roasted calf.) (11:69) means roasted on hot coals
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(Saying, "Will you not eat") Ibrahim said this polite and kind statement to his guests, and surely,
this Ayah indicates proper manners for honoring guests. For he brought the food to his guests
quickly, while they were unaware that it was being prepared for them. He did not first mention
this favor to them by saying, "We will make food for you." Rather, he discretely had it prepared
and placed before them. He prepared the best kind of food he had, a young, fat roasted calf.
He did not place the food far from them and invite them to come close to it to eat. Rather, he
placed it close to them and refrained from ordering them to eat. Instead he invited them using

a kind and subtle invitation,
> P <

(And placed it before them), brought it close to them,



(Will you not eat) This statement is similar to one of us saying to a guest, "Would you be kind
and generous to do such and such" Allah the Exalted said,
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(Then he conceived fear of them.) this Ayah is explained by Allah's statement,
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(But when he saw their hands went not towards it, he mistrusted them, and felt a sense of fear
of them. They said: "Fear not, we have been sent against the people of Lut." And his wife was
standing (there), and she laughed.)(11:70-71), meaning, she was glad that the people of Lut
would be destroyed on account of their rebellion and transgression against Allah, the Exalted.
Thisis when the angels delivered the good news to her of a son, Ishaq, and Ya' qub after Ishaq,

(She said: "Woe unto me! Shall | bear a child while | am an old woman, and here is my husband
an old man Verily, thisis a strange thing!" They said, "Do you wonder at the decree of Allah The
mercy of Allah and His blessings be on you, O family of the house. Surely, He (Allah) is All-
Praiseworthy, All-Glorious.")(11:72-73) Allah said here;

(pale o1 05 5505)

(And they gave him glad tidings of a son having knowledge.) This news was as good to Ibrahim
as it was to his wife, for this son would be theirs, and therefore, they both were getting some

good news. Allah the Exalted said,
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(Then his wife came forward with a loud voice), She screamed loudly, according to Ibn ™ Abbas,
Mujahid, " Ikrimah, Abu Salih, Ad-Dahhak, Zayd bin Aslam, Ath-Thawri and As-Suddi. She said

when she shouted,
( 0y )
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(she smote her face,) meaning, she struck herself upon her forehead, according to Mujahid and
Ibn Sabit. Ibn * Abbas said that she smacked her face just as women do when confronted with
an amazing thing,

(Ah! Woe to me!)(25:28), then,

(e ) sac L)
(and said: "A barren old woman!") meaning, "How can | give birth while | am an old woman And
even when | was young | was barren and could not have children,"
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(They said: "Even so says your Lord. Verily, He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower"), " He is the All-

Knower of the honor that you are worthy of and He is the most Wise in His statements and
decisions.’
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(31. (Ibrahim) said: "Then for what purpose you have come, O messengers”’) (32. They said: "We
have been sent to a people who are criminals.") (33. "To send down upon them stones of clay.")
(84. "Marked by your Lord for transgressors.”) (35. So We brought out from therein the

believers.) (36. But We found not there any household of the Muslims except one.) (37. And We
have left there a sign for those who fear the painful torment.)



The Angels were sent to destroy the People of the Prophet Lut

Allah the Exalted said about Ibrahim, peace be upon him,
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(Then when the fear had gone away from (Ibrahim), and the glad tidings had reached him, he
began to plead with Us for the people of Lut. Verily, lbrahim was, without doubt forbearing,
used to invoke Allah with humility, and was repentant. "O Ibrahim! Forsake this. Indeed, the

commandment of your Lord has gone forth. Verily, there will come a torment for them which
cannot be turned back.")(11:74-76) Allah said here,
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((Ibrahim) said: "Then for what purpose you have come, O messengers’) meaning, ~what is the
mission that you were sent with,'
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(They said: "We have been sent to a people who are criminals.”) in reference to the people of

(e o G e 05

(To send down upon them stones of baked clay, marked), or written,
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(by your Lord for transgressors.) recorded with Allah to their names; each stone has the name
of its companion. Allah said in Surat Al-" Ankabut,
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((Ibrahim) said: "But there is Lut in it." They said: "We know better who is there. We will verily
save him and his family except his wife: she will be of those who remain behind.")(29:32), and

said here,
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(So We brought out from therein the believers.) they are: Lut and his family, except his wife,

(But We found not there any household of the Muslims except one.) Allah the Exalted said,
~ -~ ~ -~ ~ ~ ~
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(And We have left there a sign for those who fear the painful torment.) meaning, * We left a

proof of the punishment, torment and stones made of Sjjil (baked clay) that We sent on them;
We made their dwelling place a putrid, evil, dead sea. This should provide a lesson for the

v~

(for those who fear the painful torment.)
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(38. And in Musa, when We sent him to Fir’ awn with a manifest authority.) (39. But (he) turned
away along with his hosts, and said: "A sorcerer or a madman.") (40. So We took him and his
armies, and dumped them into the sea (Yamm), for he was blameworthy.) (41. And in ~ Ad
when We sent against them the barren wind;) (42. It spared nothing that it reached, but blew
it into broken spreads of rotten ruins.) (43. And in Thamud, when they were told: "Enjoy
yourselves for a while!") (44. But they insolently defied the command of their Lord, so the
Sa’igah overtook them while they were looking.) (45. Then they were unable to rise up, nor

could they help themselves.) (46. (So were) the people of Nuh before them. Verily, they were a
people who were rebellious.)

Lessons from the Destruction of Fir' awn, * Ad, Thamud, and the
People of Nuh

Allah the Exalted said,
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(And in Musa, when We sent him to Fir" awn with a manifest authority.) meaning, with clear

proof and plain evidence,
A8y 53
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(But he turned away along with his hosts,) meaning, in rebellion and arrogance, Fir' awn turned
away from the plain truth that Musa was sent with,

(Bending his neck in pride, and leading (others) too (far) astray from the path of Allah.)(22:9),
meaning turning away from truth in arrogance,
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(and said: "A sorcerer, or a madman.") meaning Fir awn said to Musa, "With regards to the
message that you brought me, you are either a magician or a madman." Allah the Exalted
replied,

(Ae=238 0 g g 450 YA)

(So We took him and his armies, and dumped them), meaning * We threw them,'
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(for he was blameworthy.) meaning, Fir' awn was a denying sinner and a stubborn disbeliever
worthy of blame. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

(And in * Ad when We sent against them the barren wind) that destroys everything and produces
nothing. This was said by Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others. Allah's statement,
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(It spared nothing that it reached,) meaning, everything that the wind could destroy,
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(but blew it into broken spreads of rotten ruins.) meaning, made it just like a rotten and
destroyed. S id bin Al-Musayyib and others commented on:
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(when We sent against them the barren wind),"Southerly winds." However, there is a Hadith in
the Sahih from Shu bah bin Al-Hakam, from Mujahid, from Ibn " Abbas, who said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(I have been made victorious with the Saba (easterly wind), and the people of ~Ad were
destroyed with the Dabur (westerly wind).) Allah saying,

(into the Yamm), into the sea,
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(And in Thamud, when they were told: "Enjoy yourselves for a while!") is just as He said in
another Ayah,
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(And as for Thamud, We guided them to the path of truth, but they preferred blindness to
guidance; so the Sa” igah of disgracing torment seized them.) (41:17) Allah said here,
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(And in Thamud, when they were told: "Enjoy yourselves for a while!" But they insolently defied
the command of their Lord, so the S igah overtook them while they were looking.) Thamud
were given a respite for three days, during which they await the torment. In the early morning

of the fourth day, the torment overtook them,
“ o 2 el -~

(Then they were unable to rise up,) they were unable to escape and run away from it,
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(nor could they help themselves.) nor could they save themselves from the torment that befell
them. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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((So were) the people of Nuh before them.) meaning, * We destroyed the people of Nuh before
these people (Fir" awn, *~ Ad and Thamud).'
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(Verily, they were a people who were revellious.) We mentioned these stories in details before
in the Tafsir of several other Qurahs.
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(47. With Hands We constructed the heaven. Verily, We are able to expand the vastness of
space thereof.) (48. And We have made the earth a Firash; how excellent spreader (thereof)
are We!) (49. And of everything We have created pairs, that you may remember.) (50. So, flee
to Allah. Verily, | am a plain warner to you from Him.) (51. And set not up any other god along
with Allah. Verily, | am a plain warner to you from Him.)

Proofs of Allah's Oneness abound in the Creation of the Heavens
and the Earth

Allah reminds us of the creating of the higher and lower worlds,
- /.O /./ "] ‘/
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(We constructed the heaven.) meaning, * We made it as a high roof, protected from falling,’
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(with Hands), meaning, with strength, according to ~ Abdullah bin * Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah,

Ath-Thawri and several others,
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(Verily, We are able to extend the vastness of space thereof.) means, * We made it vast and We
brought its roof higher without pillars to support it, and thusit is hanging independently.’
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(And We have made the earth a Firash), meaning, * We have made it a resting place for the

created,’
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(how excellent a spreader (thereof) are We!), meaning, ~ We spread it for itsinhabitants,’
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(And of everything We have created pairs,) meaning, all the created are in pairs, the heaven
and earth, night and day, sun and moon, land and sea, light and darkness, faith and disbelief,
death and life, misery and happiness, Paradise and Fire, in addition to the animals and plants.

The statement of Allah the Exalted,
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(that you may remem- ber.) and know that the Creator, Allah, is One without partners,
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(So, flee to Allah.) meaning, seek shelter with Him and trust in Him in all of your affairs,
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(Verily, | am a plain warner to you from Him. And set not up any other god along with Allah.)
do not associate any partners with Him,

(Cosn Do 405 21 )

(Verily, | am a plain warner to you from Him.)
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(52. Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they said: "A sorcerer or a
madman!") (53. Have they transmitted this saying to these Nay, they are themselves a people
transgressing beyond bounds!) (54. So turn away from them, you are not blameworthy.) (55.
And remind, for verily, the reminding profits the believers.) (56. And | created not the Jinn and
mankind except that they should worship Me.) (57. | seek not any provision from them nor do |
ask that they should feed Me.) (58. Verily, Allah isthe All-Provider, Owner of power, the Most
Srong.) (59. And verily, for those who do wrong, there is a portion of torment like to the evil

portion of torment (which came for) their likes (of old); so let them not ask Me to hasten on!)
(60. Then woe to those who disbelieve from their Day which they have been promised.)

All Messengers met the Same Type of Denial from Their Nations

Allah comforts His Prophet by saying to Him, “just as these idolators denied you, the
disbelievers of old used the same words with their Messengers,'
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(Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they said: "A sorcerer or a madman!")
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

(Have they transmitted this saying to these), meaning, have those of the past taught these

words to the people of the present
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(Nay, they are themselves a people transgressing beyond bounds!) They are tyrannical people
whose hearts are the same. Therefore, the latter said the same as those before them have
said. Allah the Exalted said,
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(So turn away from them,) meaning, - O Muhammad, turn away from the Quraysh idolators,’
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(you are not blameworthy.) meaning, * We blame you not if you turn away from them,’
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(And remind, for verily, the reminding profits the believers.) meaning, for only the believing
hearts benefit from being reminded.

Allah Only created Mankind and Jinns to worship Him Alone

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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(And | created not the Jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me.) meaning, "I,
Allah, only created them so that | order them to worship Me, not that | need them.' ™ Ali bin Abi

Talhah reported that Ibn * Abbas commented on the Ayah,
. & 8o -~ ig
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(...except that they should worship Me.) meaning, "So that they worship Me, willingly or
unwillingly." Allah the Exalted said,
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(I seek not any provision from them nor do | ask that they should feed Me. Verily, Allah isthe
All-Provider, Owner of power, the Most Srong.) Imam Ahmad recorded that " Abdullah bin
Mas' ud said, "The Messenger of Allah taught the following: (3 U 31550 53 8% oisdl) * Verily, | am
the Provider, Owner of power, the Most Srong.' Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i also
collected this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih. " The meaning of this Ayah (51:56) is
that, Allah the Exalted, the Blessed created the creatures so that they worship Him Alone



without partners. Those who obey Him will be rewarded with the best rewards, while those
who disobey Him will receive the worst punishment from Him. Allah stated that He does not
need creatures, but rather, they are in need of Him in all conditions. He is alone their Creator
and Provider. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Allah the Exalted said, "O Son of Adam! Busy yourself in worshipping Me, and | will fill your
chest with riches and dissipate your meekness. Ctherwise, | will fill your chest with distracting
affairs and will not do away with your meekness.") At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah collected this
Hadith and At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib." The statement of Allah the Exalted,
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(And verily, for those who do wrong, there is a portion), indicates that they will receive their
due share of the torment,
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(like the evil portion (which came for) their likes (of old); so let them not ask Me to hasten on!)
let them not ask that the punishment is rushed to them, for it will surely come,
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(Then woe to those who disbelieve from their Day which they have been promised.) meaning,

the Day of Resurrection. Thisisthe end of the Tafsir of Qurat Adh-Dhariyat; all praise is due to
Allah and all the favors come from Him Alone.

The Tafsir of Surat At-Tur
(Chapter - 52)
Which was revealed in Makkah

Malik narrated that Jubayr bin Mut™im said, "I heard the Prophet reciting Surat At-Tur while
praying Maghrib. Surely, | have never heard a more beautiful voice or recitation than his
recitation.” This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs using a chain of narration that includes
Malik. Al-Bukhari recorded that Umm Salamah said, "I complained of being ill to the Messenger
of Allah , and he said,
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(Perform Tawaf (of the Ka' bah) behind the crowd, while you are riding.) So, | performed Tawaf
while the Messenger of Allah was praying beside the House, reciting At-Tur."

(Dl D ol )

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
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(1. By the Tur) (2. And the Book inscribed) (3. In parchment unrolled.) (4. And by Al-Bayt Al-
Ma  mur.) (5. And the roof raised high.) (6. And by the sea that is Masjur.) (7. Verily, the
torment of your Lord will surely come to pass.) (8. There is none that can avert it.) (9. On the
Day when Tamur the heaven Mawr,) (10. And Tasir the mountains Sayr.) (11. Then woe that
Day to those who denied.) (12. Those who were, in their falsehood, playing.) (13. The Day
when they will be pushed down by force to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing.)
(14. This is the Fire which you used to deny.) (15. Is this magic or do you not see) (16. Enter
therein and whether you are patient of it or impatient of it, it is all the same. You are only
being requited for what you used to do.)



Allah swears that the Coming of Torment is Near

Allah swears by His creation, a testimony to His great ability, that His torment will surely befall
His enemies; they will have no way of escaping it. At-Tur isthe mount that hastrees, similar to
the mount where Allah spoke to Musa, while Musa was on it, and the mount on which Allah
started the prophethood of "Isa. A mount that does not have trees is called Jabal, not Tur.
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(And by the Book inscribed), it is said that it means Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz, (the Preserved Table).
It is also said that is refersto the divinely revealed inscribed Books that people recite, and this

iswhy Allah said,
(sl il - ) gt (375 )

(In parchment unrolled. And by Al-Bayt Al-Ma’ mur.) In the Two Sahihs it is confirmed that the
Messenger of Allah said in the Hadith about Al-Isra’, after ascending to the seventh heaven:
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(Then, | wastaken to Al-Bayt Al-Ma’ mur. It is visited every day by seventy thousand angels who
will not come back to visit it again.) The angels worship Allah in Al-Bayt Al-Ma’ mur and
perform Tawaf around it just as the people of the earth perform Tawaf around the Ka' bah. Al-
Bayt Al-Ma’ mur is the Ka bah of those who reside in the seventh heaven. During the Isra’
journey, the Prophet saw Ibrahim Al-Khalil, who was reclining with his back on Al-Bayt Al-
Ma' mur. It was lbrahim who built the Ka' bah on earth, and surely, the reward is compatible
with the action. Al-Bayt Al-Ma™ mur is parallel to the Ka’ bah; every heaven has its own house of
worship, which is also the direction of prayer for its residents. The house that is located in the
lower heaven, is called Bayt Al-"1zzah. And Allah knows best. The statement of Allah the

(& el aill’y)

(And by the roof raised high.) Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Shu bah, and Abu Al-Ahwas, all narrated
from Smak, from Khalid bin * Ar™ arah, from "~ Ali bin Abi Talib:
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(And by the roof raised high) "Meaning the heaven." Sufyan added, "Then " Ali recited,
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(And We have made the heaven a roof, safe and well-guarded. Yet they turn away from its

signs.)(21:32)" Smilar was said by Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi, lbn Jurayj, lbn Zayd and
preferred by Ibn Jarir. The statement of Allah the Exalted,

(oAl Jaa)
(And by the sea that is Masjur.) The majority say it refers to the oceans of the earth. Masjur,

means, the sea will be kindled with fire on the Day of Resurrection just as Allah said in another
Ayah,
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(And when the seas become as blazing fire.)(81:6) i.e., it will be kindled with fire and become
araging fire that surrounds the people in the gathering area, this was reported by S" id bin Al-
Musayyib from " Ali bin Abi Talib. It was also reported from lbn "~ Abbas, and it is the view of

&' id bin Jubayr, Mujahid, * Abdullah bin * Ubayd bin * Umayr and others. Qatadah said, "Masjur
isthe “filled sea.™ Ibn Jarir preferred this explanation saying, "The sea is not lit with fire now,

so it isfilled." Allah's statement;
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(Verily, the torment of your Lord will surely come to pass.) contains the subject of the vow,
indicating that His torment will surely strike the disbelievers, as Allah stated in another Ayah;

(There is none that can avert it.) indicating that when Allah decides to send the torment upon
them, none can prevent it or stop it from striking them. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya
recorded that Ja far bin Zayd Al-" Abdi said, "One night, in Al-Madinah, ~Umar went out

investigating the welfare of Muslims and passed by the house of a man who was standing in
voluntary prayer. ~ Umar stood quietly, listening to hisrecitation; the man was reciting,

(oshlls)
(By At-Tur), until he reached the Ayah,
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(Verily, the torment of your Lord will surely come to pass. There is none that can avert it.)
“Umar said, "By the Lord of the Ka' bah, thisis a true vow.' ™ Umar dismounted his donkey and
sat next to a wall for a while. He then went back to his house and fell ill for a month. During
his illness, the people would visit him, not knowing what caused his illness." May Allah be
pleased with * Umar.

Describing the Day of Torment, the Day of Resurrection

Allah said;
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(On the Day when Tamur the heaven Mawr) lbn ~ Abbas and Qatadah said: "Shaking violently."
Also from Ibn " Abbas, "$lit." Mujahid said: "Spin violently." Ad-Dahhak commented on the
Ayah, saying, "The earth will violently spin and move by the command of Allah, and its areas

will violently move towards each other." This was preferred by Ibn Jarir, because of the
meaning of the word, Mawra, which denotes meanings of spinning and shaking. Allah said,
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(And Tasir the mountains will Sayr.) will fade away and become scattered particles of dust

blown away by the wind,
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(Then woe that Day to those who denied), woe to them that Day as a result of Allah's torment,
punishment and affliction that He will direct at them,
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(Those who were in their falsehood, playing.) meaning, they live in this life in falsehood and
make the religion the subject of their mockery and jest,
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(The Day when they will be pushed down by force) meaning, they will be violently driven and
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(to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful pushing.) Mujahid, Ash-Sha’ bi, Muhammad bin
Ka' b, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and Ath-Thawri said that this Ayah means, "They will be violently
shoved into the Fire." Allah said,
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(This is the Fire, which you used to deny.) meaning, the angels of punishment will say these
words to them, while admonishing and chastising them,
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(Is this magic or do you not see Enter therein) meaning, enter the Fire, ~ which will encircle you
from every direction,’
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(and whether you are patient of it or impatient of it, it is all the same.) ~whether you endure
itstorment and afflictions or not, you will never avert it or be saved from it,’

(b /O";\.'\S\.Au \.AJ\)

(You are only being requited for what you used to do.) and surely, Allah is never unjust with
anyone. Most certainly, Allah recompenses each accordlng to their deeds.
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(17. Verily, those who have Tagwa will be in Gardens and Delight.) (18. Enjoying in that which
their Lord has bestowed on them, and (the fact that) their Lord saved them from the torment
of the blazing Fire.) (19. "Eat and drink with happiness because of what you used to do.") (20.
They will recline on thrones Masfufah. And We shall marry them to Hur (fair females) with wide
lovely eyes.)

Description of the Destination of the Happy

Allah the Exalted described the destination of the happy ones,
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(Verily, those who have Tagwa will be in Gardens and Delight.) in contrast to the torment and
punishment of the miserable;
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(Enjoying in that which their Lord has bestowed on them,) meaning, enjoying the various types
of delight that Allah has granted them therein, such as various types of foods, drinks, clothes,
dwelling places, mounts, and so forth,
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(and (the fact that) their Lord saved them from the torment of the blazing Fire.) He saved
them from the torment of the Fire, which is a bounty itself. Added to this blessing is the fact
that they were entered into Paradise, which has delights that no eye has ever seen, no ear has
ever heard, nor has a heart ever imagined. The statement of Allah the Exalted,
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("Eat and drink with happiness because of what you used to do") is similar to another of His
statements,
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(Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days past!)(69:24) meaning
this is the just reward for your deeds; surely, all thisis a favor from Allah and a reward from

Him. Allah the Exalted said,
Lo - /. < i‘}

(They will recline (with ease) on thrones Masfufah.) Ath-Thawri reported from Husayn, from
Muj ahid, from Ibn ~ Abbas: "Thrones in howdahs." And the meaning of, (Masfufah) is they will be

facing each other,
{'h
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(Facing one another on thrones.)(37:44) Allah said next,
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(And We shall marry them to Hur (fair females) with wide lovely eyes.) We made for them
righteous spouses, beautiful wives from Al-Hur Al-" Ayn. We mentioned the description of Al-
Hur Al-" Ayn in several other places in this Tafsir, and therefore, it is not necessary to repeat
their description here.
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(21. And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith, -- to them shall We join
their offspring, and We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything. Every person
is a pledge for that which he has earned.) (22. And We shall provide them with fruit and meat
such as they desire.) (23. There they shall pass from hand to hand a cup, free from any idle
talk, and free from sin.) (24. And there will go round boy-servants of theirs, to serve them as if
they were preserved pearls.) (25. And some of them draw near to others, questioning.) (26
Saying: "Aforetime, we were afraid in the midst of our families.") (27. "So Allah has been
gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the Fire.") (28. "Verily, We used to invoke
Him before. Verily, He isthe Most Qubtle, the Most Merciful.")

The Offspring of Righteous Believers will be elevated to Their
Grades in Paradise

In this Ayah, Allah the Exalted affirms His favor, generosity, graciousness, compassion and
beneficence towards His creation. When the offspring of the righteous believers imitate their
parents regarding faith, Allah will elevate the latter to the ranks of the former, even though
the latter did not perform deeds as goodly as their parents. Allah will comfort the eyes of the
parents by seeing their offspring elevated to their grades. Surely, Allah will gather them
together in the best manner, and He will not decrease the reward or the grades of those higher
in rank for joining them together, hence His statement,
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(to them shall We join their offspring, and We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in
anything.) Ath-Thawri reported that lbn *~ Abbas said, "Verily, Allah elevates the ranks of the
believers offspring to rank of their parents, even though the latter have not performed as well

as the former, so that the eyes of the parents are comforted.” Ibn "~ Abbas then recited this
Ayah,
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(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith, -- to them shall We join their
offspring, and We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything.) lbn Jarir and lbn

Abi Hatim recorded this statement from SQufyan Ath-Thawri from Ibn * Abbas. Ibn Abi Hatim also
recorded that Ibn * Abbas commented on Allah's statement,
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(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith, -- to them shall We join their
offspring.) saying, "They are the offspring of the believers who died on the faith. If the ranks of
their parents are higher than their ranks, they will be joined with their parents. No part of the
reward their parents received for their good deeds will be reduced for them." * Abdullah, son of

Imam Ahmad, recorded that " Ali said, "Khadijah asked the Prophet about two of her children
who died during the time of Jahiliyyah, and the Messenger of Allah said;
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(They are both in the Fire.) When he saw sadness on her face, he said,
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(If you saw their dwelling place, you would hate them.) She said, * O Allah's Messenger! What

about my children with you.' He said,
o Q/ v
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(They are in Paradise.) The Messenger of Allah said,
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(Verily, the believers and their offspring will dwell in Paradise, while the idolators and their
offspring will dwell in the Hellfire.) The Prophet then recited the Ayah,
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(And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in faith...)" Certainly, it is Allah's
grace and favor that He grants the children this blessing because of the good deeds of their
parents. He also grants His favor to parents on account of their offspring invoking Allah for

them. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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(Verily, Allah shall elevate the grade of a righteous servant in Paradise, who will ask, "O Lord!
How did | earn this" Allah will reply, "Through your son's invoking Me to forgive you.") This
Hadith has an authentic chain of narration, but it was not recorded in the Sahih this way.
However, there is a witnessing narration for it in Sahih Muslim, from the Hadith of Abu
Hurayrah, who said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(When the Son of Adam dies, his record of deeds will cease except in three cases: an ongoing
charity, knowledge that people are benefiting from and a righteous son who invokes Allah for
him.)

Allah is Just with the Sinners

Allah the Exalted said,
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(Every person is a pledge for that which he has earned.) After Allah mentioned His favor of

elevating the offspring to the ranks of their parents, even though the deeds of the former did
not qualify them, He affirmed His fairness in that, He does not punish anyone for the mistakes

of others,
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(BEvery person is a pledge for that which he has earned.) Therefore, every person will be
responsible for his actions. No sin committed by others shall ever be added to one's load, even
if committed by his or her parents or offspring. Allah the Exalted said,
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(Every person is a pledge for what he has earned, except those on the Rght. In Gardens, they
will ask one another about the criminals.)(74:38-41)

Description of the Khamr of Paradise and the Delight of its Dwellers

Allah said,
(el B paly 4588y ag S03al)

(And We shall provide them with fruit and meat such as they desire.) meaning, ~We shall
provide them with various types and kinds of fruits and meat, whatever they wish for and

desire,’
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(There they shall pass from hand to hand a cup,) meaning, of wine, according to Ad-Dahhak,

(56 Y5 Led T2l )

(free from any Laghw, and free from Ta'thim) meaning, when they drink, they do not say any
idle, vain words or utter dirty, sinful speech like the drunken people in this life do. lbn *~ Abbas
said that Laghw means " falsehood' while Tathim means " lying. Mujahid said, "They do not
curse each other nor sin." Qatadah said, "These were the consequences of drinking in this life,
and Shaytan helped in this regard. Allah purified the wine of the Hereafter from the ills and
harm caused by the wine of this life." Therefore, Allah has purified the wine of the Hereafter



from causing headaches, stomachaches and intoxication like the wine of this life. Allah stated
that wine of the Hereafter shall not cause those who drink it to utter false, vain words that
carry no benefit, full of foolishness and evil. Allah also described the wine of the Hereafter as
beautiful in appearance, tasty and fruitful,
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(White, delicious to the drinkers. Neither will they have Ghawl from that nor will they suffer
intoxication therefrom.)(37:46-47) and,
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(Wherefrom they will get neither nay aching of the head nor any intoxication.)(56:19) Allah the
Exalted said here,
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(There they shall pass from hand to hand a (wine) cup, free from any Laghw, and free from
sin.) Allah said,
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(And there will go round boy-servants of theirsto serve them as if they were preserved pearls.)

Thisis a description of the servants and aids, the believers will have in Paradise. Their servants
will be beautiful, graceful in appearance, clean and neat as well-preserved pearls,
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(Immortal boys will go around them with cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine.)(56:17-18)
Allah the Exalted said,
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(And some of them draw near to others, questioning.) meaning, the believers will draw near to

each other talking and remembering their actions and conditions in this life, just as people in
thislife talk while drinking, especially when they become intoxicated,
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(Saying: "Aforetime, we were afraid in the midst of our families.") meaning, "in the life of
world and in the midst of our families, we were afraid of our Lord and fearful of His torment

and punishment,'
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(So Allah has been gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the Fire.) meaning,
" He has granted us a favor and saved us from what we feared,’
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(Verily, We used to invoke Him before.) meaning, ~ we used to invoke Him with submission and
humility, and He accepted our invocation and gave us what we wished,’
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(Verily, He isthe Most Qubtle, the Most Merciful.)
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(29. Therefore, remind. By the grace of Allah, you are neither a Kahin nor a madman.) (30. Or
do they say: "A poet! We await for him some calamity by time!") (31. Say: "Wait! | am with you
among those who wait!") (32. Or do their minds command them this or are they people
transgressing all bounds) (33. Or do they say: "He has forged it" Nay! They believe not!) (34. Let
them then produce a recitation like unto it if they are truthful.)



Absolving the Prophet of the False Accusations the Idolators made
against Him

Allah the Exalted commands His Messenger to convey His Message to His servants and remind
them of His revelation that has been sent down to him. Next, Allah refutes the false
accusations that the liars and sinners accused the Prophet of,
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(Therefore, remind. By the grace of Allah, you are neither a Kahin nor a madman.) Allah says,
" by the grace of Allah, you, O Muhammad, are not a Kahin, as the ignorant Quraysh idolators
claim." A Kahin is the soothsayer who receives information from the Jinns that the Jinns are
able to eavesdrop on news from heaven,

(nor a madman) whom Shaytan has possessed with insanity. Allah the Exalted said, while
chastising the pagans for uttering false statements about the Prophet ,
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(Or do they say: "A poet! We await for him some calamity by time!") They said, * We await a
disaster to strike him, for example, death. We will be patient with him until death comes to
him and we, thus, get rid of hisbother and from his Message.' Allah the Exalted said,
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(Say: "Wait! | am with you among those who wait!") “ wait and | too will wait with you, and you
will come to know to whom the good end and triumph shall be granted in this life and the
Hereafter." Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that * Abdullah bin Abi Najih said that Mujahid said
that Ion * Abbas said, "When the Quraysh gathered in the Dar An-Nadwah (their meeting place)
to discuss the matter of the Prophet, one of them said, " Jail him in chains. Then we will wait
and in time, a calamity will strike him; he will die just as the poets before him died, such as

Zuhayr and An-Nabighah, for he is a poet just like them." Allah the Exalted said in response to
their statement,
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(Or do they say: "A poet! We await for him some calamity by time!")" Allah the Exalted said,
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(Or do their minds command them this), ~do their minds command them to tell these lies
against you (O Muhammad), even though they know in their hearts that they are untrue and
false,’



(05t 278 54 o)

(or are they people transgressing all bounds) " surely, they are misguided, stubborn and unjust
people, and this is why they say what they say about you (O Muhammad). ' Allah the Exalted

(4555 05t s )

(Or do they say: "He has forged it") They said, "~ he has forged this Qur'an and brought it from

his own." Allah the Exalted responded to them,

(Nay! They believe not!), meaning, their disbelief drivesthem to utter these statements,
CB a1 A& ) alie Guaan 1 ALY
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(Let them then produce a recitation like unto it if they are truthful.) meaning, if they are
truthful in their statement that Muhammad has forged this Qur'an and brought it of his own,
then let them produce something similar to what he has brought forth, as in this Qur'an! And
even if they combine their strength to that of the people of the earth, Jinns and mankind alike,
they will never produce something like the Qur'an, or ten Surahs like it, or even one Qurah!
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(85. Or were they created by nothing Or were they themselves the creators) (36. Or did they
create the heavens and the earth Nay, but they have no firm belief.) (37. Or are with them the
treasures of your Lord Or are they the tyrants with the authority to do as they like) (38. Or
have they a stairway (to heaven), by means of which they listen Then let their listener produce
some manifest proof.) (39. Or has He only daughters and you have sons) (40. Or is it that you
ask a wage from them so that they are burdened with a load of debt) (41. Or that the Unseen is
with them, and they write it down) (42. Or do they intend a plot But those who disbelieve are
themselves plotted against!) (43. Or have they a god other than Allah Glorified be Allah from
all that they ascribe as partners.)

Affirming Tawhid and annulling the Plots of the Idolators Thisis the
position where Tawhid of Allah's Lordship and Divinity are affirmed.

Allah the Exalted said,
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(Or were they created by nothing Or were they themselves the creators) Allah asks them, were
they created without a maker or did they create themselves Neither is true. Allah is the One
Who created them and brought them into existence after they were nothing. Al-Bukhari

recorded that Jubayr bin Mut™ im said, "l heard the Prophet recite Surat At-Tur in Al-Maghrib
prayer and when he reached this Ayah,
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(Or were they created by nothing Or were they themselves the creators Or did they create the
heavens and the earth Nay, but they have no firm belief. Or are with them the treasures of
your Lord Or are they the tyrants with the authority to do as they like), | felt my heart would
fly away." This Hadith is collected in the Two Sahihs using various chains of narration. Jubayr
bin Mut”im went to the Messenger of Allah after the battle of Badr to ransom the captured

idolators. At that time, he was still an idolator. Hearing the Prophet recite this Ayah was one
of the reasons that he later embraced Islam. Allah the Exalted said, o
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(Or did they create the heavens and the earth Nay, but they have no firm belief.) meaning,
Allah is censuring the idolators for their idolatry, while asking them if they created the heavens

and earth. They knew that Allah Alone isthe Creator without partners with Him. However, they
fell into idolatry because they had no firm belief,
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(Or are with them the treasures of your Lord Or are they the tyrants with the authority to do as
they like) meanings, do they have the authority to do whatever they will in His kingdom Do

they hold the keysto Histreasuresin their hands
(/. 2 l o~ }3‘ 2 8 OT)

(or are they the tyrants with the authority to do as they like) meanings, are they the tyrants
who would hold the creation to account Never, Allah the Exalted and Most Honored is the Only
King and Owner of the existence and He does what He wills. Allah the Exalted said,

(48 O s alls 2 )

(Or have they a stairway, by means of which they listen.) meaning, do they have a stairway to
heaven (to the place where the angels are),
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(Then let their listener produce some manifest proof.) meaning, let their listener produce
evidence to the truth of their actions and statements. They will never be able to do so and
therefore, they have nothing and have no evidence for their stance. Allah admonishes them
regarding their claim that He has daughters and that the angels are females! The pagans chose
for themselves male offspring and preferred them instead of females, and when one of them

would be brought the good news of a daughter being born, his face would turn dark on account
of his suppressed anger! Yet, they made the angels Allah's daughters and worshipped them

(Q)ﬁ\;ﬁgm\ﬂgi)

(Or has He only daughters and you have sons) Allah sends a strong warning and stern
admonition to them in this Ayah and a sure promise. Allah said,
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(Or isit that you ask a wage from them) meaning, ~ as a remuneration for your preaching Allah's
Message to them Nay, you, do not ask them for a wage,’

(/. Sag& - Q@ ¢ 2 4)
(so that they are burdened with a load of debt), meaning, for in this situation, one will
complain of the least bothersome thing and feel it difficult and burdensome for him,
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(Or that the Unseen is with them, and they write it down) means, they do not have knowledge
of the Unseen, for none in the heavens or earth knows the Unseen except Allah,

(Ol 2a 1575 il TR & 6 53 2T)

(Or do they intend a plot But those who disbelieve are themselves plotted against!) Allah the
Exalted is asking, " Do these people who utter such statements about the Messenger and his
religion seek to deceive the people and plot against the Messenger and his Companions If they
do, then let them know that their plots will only harm them. Therefore, they are being plotted
against rather than being the plotters!'
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(Or have they a god other than Allah Glorified be Allah from all that they ascribe as partners
(to Him).) This Ayah contains harsh refutation directed at the idolators for worshipping the
idols and calling upon rivals along with Allah. Allah next glorifies His Most Honorable Self from
what they ascribe to Him, their lies and idolatry,
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(44. And if they were to see a piece of the heaven falling down, they would say: "Clouds
gathered in heaps!") (45. So leave them alone till they meet their Day, in which they will sink
into a fainting (with horror).) (46. The Day when their plotting shall not avail them at all, nor
will they be helped.) (47. And verily, for those who do wrong, there is another punishment
before this; but most of them know not.) (48. So wait patiently for the decision of your Lord,
for verily, you are under Qur Eyes; and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) (49.
And in the nighttime also glorify His praises and at the setting of the stars.)

The Stubbornness of the Idolators; Their Punishment

Allah the Exalted reaffirms the stubbornness of the idolators and their ignorance of what goes

(wgw\w&d‘j}u\j)

(And if they were to see a piece of the heaven falling down,) meaning, on them as punishment,
they would not believe it is coming their way, saying that, these are layers of clouds on top of
each other. Allah the Exalted said in other Ayat,
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(And even if We opened to them a gate from the heaven and they were to keep on ascending
thereto (all day long), they would surely say (in the evening): "Our eyes have been dazzled.

Nay, we are a people bewitched.")(15:14-15) Allah the Exalted said,
o8& o ~=%
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(So leave them alone), * O Muhammad,’

(c M) e 1Al )
(till they meet their Day, in which they will sink into a fainting.) on the Day of Resurrection,
(;o/:,o}}o/ S - ,o,}(y/o/)
(The Day when their plotting shall not avail them at all, ) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection,
their deceit and plots they planned in this life shall not help them in the least,
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(nor will they be helped.) Allah the Exalted said,
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(And verily, for those who do wrong, there is another punishment before this;) meaning, that
of being the torment in this world. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah,
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(And verily, We will make them taste of the near torment prior to the supreme torment (in the
Hereafter), in order that they may return.)(32:21) Allah said;

(Crsiaben 3 2A KT L)
(but most of them know not.) meaning, * We will torment them in the life of the world and test
them with various hardships, so that they might go back and repent. However, they do not

understand what is happening to them or why, because when the torment is removed, they
revert to committing the worst of what they used to do before.” A Hadith states that,

Ordering the Prophet to have Patience and to glorify Allah

(Gl S &) KA p0al)

(So wait patiently for the decision of your Lord, for verily, you are under Qur Eyes;) meaning,
" be patient in the face of their annoyance and do not be concerned about it, for you are under
Our Eyes and Protection, and We will surely protect you from the people,’
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(and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) Ad-Dahhak said, "Meaning to stand for
the Salah (and say): "Glorious are You and with Your praise, Hallowed be Your Name, Exalted
be Your majesty, and there is no God (worthy of worship) except You." In his Sahih, Muslim
recorded that ~Umar used to recite this supplication when he began Salah. Ahmad and the

Qunan compilers recorded this Hadith from Abu Sa'id and other Companions, who stated that
the Prophet used to say that. Abu Al-Jawza' commented on the Ayah;

Allah the Exalted said,
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(and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) "From your sleep, from your bed." And

this is the view chosen by lbon Jarir. Quporting this view is the Hadith that Imam Ahmad
recorded that * Ubadah bin As-Samit said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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(Whoever gets up at night and says: " La ilaha illallah, He is One without partners. For Him is
the kingdom and all praise is due to Him. He has power over all things. Glory be to Allah, and
all praise is due to Allah, and La illaha illallah and Allah is Greater. There is neither might nor
power except Allah." And then says, O Lord! Forgive me." Or invokes (Allah), he will be
responded to it, and if he intends and performs ablution and prays, his prayer will be

accepted.) Al-Bukhari and the Sunan compilers also recorded this Hadith. Ibn Abi Najih
reported that Mujahid commented on the Ayah,
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(and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) saying, "From every gathering you sit
in." Ath-Thawri said that Abu Ishaq narrated that Abu Al-Ahwas said that,
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(and glorify the praises of your Lord when you get up.) "When a person wants to stand from a

gathering, he says: “Glory be to You, O Allah, and with Your praise.” Abu Hurayrah narrated
that the Prophet said,
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(Whoever sits in a gathering in which he speaks idle excessively, but says before he stands up
to depart that gathering, “ Glory be to You O Allah , and with Your praise, | testify that there is
no God (worthy of worship) except You, | seek Your forgiveness, and | repent to You.' Then,
Allah will forgive him what he has said in that gathering.) This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi,
and this is his wording, and it was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in )* Amal( Al-Yawm wal-Laylah.

At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." It was also recorded by Al-Hakim in his Mustadrak, and he said,
"lts chain meetsthe criteria of Muslim." Allah the Exalted said;
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(And in the nighttime also glorify His praises), meaning remember and worship Allah by reciting
the Qur'an and praying at night. Allah the Exalted said in another Ayah,

aly o e S AL 4 B S )
(13 san% Ll &L

(And in some of the night, offer Tahajjud in it as an additional (prayer) for you. It may be that

your Lord will raise you to Magam Mahmud.)(17:79) Allah said;
2 (é - -0 -
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(and at the setting of the stars.) isin reference to the two voluntary Rak™ ahs before the Dawn
prayer, according to a Hadith from Ibn ~ Abbas. These two Rak™ ahs are an established Sunnah
performed before the stars are about to set. It is confimred in the Two Sahihs from " Alishah,
may Allah be pleased with her, who said, "The Prophet was never more regular and particular
in offering any voluntary prayer than the two (Sunnah) Rak™ ahs of the Fajr prayer." In another
narration collected by Muslim, )the Prophet said, (

2
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(Two (Sunnah) Rak™ ahs before Fajr are better than this life and all that init.)Thisis the end of
the Tafsir of Surat At-Tur, all praise and gratitude is due to Allah.

The Tafsir of Surat An-Najm
(Chapter - 53)
Which was revealed in Makkah



Al-Bukhari recorded that * Abdullah )bin Mas ud( said, "Surat An-Najm was the first SQurah in
which a prostration was revealed. The Prophet (recited it in Makkah) and prostrated. Those
who were with him did the same, except an old man who took a handful of soil and prostrated
on it. Later on, | saw him killed as a disbeliever; he was Umayyah bin Khalaf." Al-Bukhari
recorded this Hadith in several places of his Sahih, as did Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa',
using various chains of narration through Abu Ishaq from ™ Abdullah.

QUSHECEGHPUI.

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
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(1. By the star when it goes down.) (2. Your companion has neither gone astray nor has he
erred.) (3. Nor does he speak of desire.) (4. It isonly a revelation revealed.)

Allah swears the Messenger is True and His Words are a Revelation
from Him

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ash-Sha’ bi and others stated that the Creator swears by whatever
He wills among His creation, but the created only vow by the Creator. Allah said,
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(By the star when it goes down.) lbn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said, "The star refers to

Pleiades when it sets at Fajr." Ad-Dahhak said "When the Shayatin are shot with it." And this
Ayah is like Allah's saying;
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(So, | swear by the setting of the stars. And verily, that isindeed a great oath, if you but know.
That is indeed an honorable recitation. In a Book well-guarded. Which none can touch but the
pure. Arevelation from the Lord of all that exists.)(56:75-80) Allah said;
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(Your companion has neither gone astray nor has erred.) This contains the subject of the oath.

This part of the Ayah is the witness that the Messenger of Allah is sane and a follower of Truth.

He is neither led astray, such asin the case of the ignorant who does not proceed on any path
with knowledge, nor is he one who erred, such asin the case of the knowledgeable, who knows
the Truth, yet deviates from it intentionally to something else. Therefore, Allah exonerated His
Messenger and his Message from being similar to the misguided ways of the Christians and the
erroneous paths of the Jews, such as knowing the Truth and hiding it, while abiding by
falsehood. Rather, he, may Allah's peace and blessings be on him, and his glorious Message that
Allah has sent him with, are on the perfect straight path, following guidance and what is
correct.

Muhammad was sent as a Mercy for all that exists; He does not
speak of His Desire

(e e by W)

(Nor does he speak of desire), asserting that nothing the Prophet utters is of his own desire or
wish,

Allah said,
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(It is only a revelation revealed.), means, he only conveys to the people what he was

commanded to convey, in its entirety without additions or deletions. Imam Ahmad recorded
that Abu Umamah said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say,
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(Verily, numbers similar to the two tribes, or one of them, Rabi' ah and Mudar, will enter
Paradise on account of the intercession of one man, who is not a Prophet.) A man asked, "O
Allah's Messenger! Is not Rabi" ah a subtribe of Mudar." The Prophet said,
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(I said what | said.) Imam Ahmad recorded that * Abdullah bin * Amr said, "l used to record
everything | heard from the Messenger of Allah so it would be preserved. The Quraysh
discouraged me from this, saying, ~ You record everything you hear from the Messenger of Allah
, even though he is human and sometimes speaks when he is angry' | stopped recording the
Hadiths for a while, but later mentioned what they said to the Messenger of Allah , who said,
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(Write! By He in Whose Hand is my soul, every word that comes out of me is the Truth.)" Abu
Dawud also collected this Hadith.
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(5. He has been taught by one mighty in power.) (6. Dhu Mirrah then he Istawa.) (7. While he
was in the highest part of the horizon,) (8. Then he approached and came closer,) (9. And was
at a distance of two bows' length or less.) (10. So (Allah) revealed to His servant whatever He
revealed.) (11. The heart lied not in what he saw.) (12. Will you then dispute with him about
what he saw) (13. And indeed he saw him at a second descent.) (14. Near Sdrat Al-Muntaha.)
(15. Near it isthe Paradise of Abode.) (16. When that covered the lote tree which did cover it!)
(17. The sight turned not aside, nor it transgressed beyond the limit.) (18. Indeed he saw of the
greatest Ssgns of his Lord.)

The Trustworthy Angel brought Allah's Revelation to the
Trustworthy Messenger

Allah the Exalted states that the Message His servant and Messenger Muhammad brought to
people was taught to him by,
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(Verily, thisis the Word a most honorable messenger, owner of power, with (Allah) the Lord of
the Throne, obeyed (by the angels) and trustworthy.)(81:19-21) Allah said here

(mighty in power), he is Jibril, peace be upon him,

N 2
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(Dhu Mirrah), meaning, he is mighty in power, according to Mujahid, Al-Hasan and Ibn Zayd. In
an authentic Hadith from ™ Abdullah bin * Umar and Abu Hurayrah, the Prophet said,
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(Charity is not allowed for a rich person nor Dhu Mirrah (a strong person) of sound mind and
body.) Allah said;

(o siuld)

(then he Istawa (rose).) this refersto the angel Jibril, according to Al-Hasan, Mujahid, Qatadah

(Y 4G )

(While he was in the highest part of the horizon.) meaning, Jibril rose to the highest part of the
horizon, according to " lkrimah and several others; " Ikrimah said, "The highest horizon where
the morning comes from." Mujahid said, "It is (the place of) sunrise." Qatadah said, "That from
which the day comes." Ibn Zayd and several others said similarly. Imam Ahmad recorded that
Abdullah bin Mas ud said, "The Messenger of Allah saw Jibril in his original shape having six
hundred wings, each wing filling the side of the horizon, with a colorful array, and pearls and
rubies falling from each wing as much as only Allah knows." Only Imam Ahmad collected this
Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that "~ Abdullah bin ~ Abbas said, "The Prophet asked Jibril to
appear himself to him in his original shape and Jibril said to him, " Invoke your Lord." The
Prophet invoked his Lord the Exalted and Most Honored, and a great huge figure appeared to
him from the east and kept rising and spreading. When the Prophet saw Jibril in his original
shape, he was knocked unconscious. Jibril came down and revived the Prophet and wiped the
saliva off of his cheeks." Only Ahmad collected this Hadith.



Meaning of "at a distance of two bows' length or less

Allah's statement,
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(And was at a distance of two bows™ length or less.) means, Jibril came closer to Muhammad
when Jibril was descending to him on earth. At that time, the distance between them became

only two bow lengths, when the bows are extended to full length, according to Mujahid and
Qatadah. It was said that the meaning here is the distance between the bow's string and its

wood center. Allah's statement,
( /OT o T)

(or less) indicates that the distance was as only as far described, not more. This type of usage
isfound in several instances in the Qur'an, such as,
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(Then, after that, your hearts were hardened and became as stones or even worse in
hardness.)(2:74) The Ayah says that their hearts became not softer than rocks, but as hard and
difficult asrocks, and more. There is a similar Ayah,
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(fear men asthey fear Allah or even more.)(4:77), and Allah's statement,
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(And We sent him to hundred thousand (people) or even more.)(37:147), indicating that they
were not less than a hundred thousand, but that amount or more. Therefore, this verifies the
facts mentioned, leaving no doubt or means of refute. Smilarly, Allah said,
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(And was at a distance of two bow lengths or less.) We stated before that it was Jibril who
came down near the Prophet , according to * Alishah, the Mother of the faithful, *~ Abdullah bin

Mas ud, Abu Dharr and Abu Hurayrah. We will mention their statements about this soon
afterwards, Allah willing. lbn Jarir recorded that * Abdullah bin Mas' ud said about this Ayah,



:o‘o‘.o/oa/ R Y
(200 gl sl Il S3)
(And was at a distance of two bow lengths or less.) "Allah's Messenger said,
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(I saw Jibril; he had six hundred wings.)" Al-Bukhari recorded that Talg bin Ghannam said that
Za'idah said that Ash-Shaybani said, "l asked Zirr about the Ayah,
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(And was at a distance of two bow lengths or less. So (Allah) revealed to His servant whatever
He revealed.) Zirr said, "Abdullah narrated to us that Muhammad saw Jibril having six hundred
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(S0 he revealed to His servant whatever He revealed.) means, Jibril conveyed to Allah's servant
Muhammad whatever he conveyed. Or, the meaning here could be: Allah revealed to His
servant Muhammad whatever He revealed through Jibril. Both meanings are correct. &' id bin
Jubayr said about Allah's statement,
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(So He revealed to His servant whatever He revealed.) "Allah revealed to him,
£

(Did He not find you an orphan.)(93:6), and,
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(And have We not raised high your fame)(94:4)" Someone else said, "Allah revealed to the
Prophet that the Prophets will not enter Paradise until he enters it first, and the nations will
not enter it until his Ummah entersit first."

Did the Prophet see His Lord during the Night of Isra



Allah said next,
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(The heart lied not in what he saw. Will you then dispute with him about what he saw) Muslim

recorded from Ibn * Abbas about:
(sl G ATl LX)

(The heart lied not in what he saw), and,
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(And indeed he saw him at a second descent.) "He saw Allah twice in his heart." Smak reported
a similar from " lkrimah from Ibn ~ Abbas. Abu Salih, As-Suddi and several others said similarly
that the Prophet saw Allah twice in his heart.Masruq said, "l went to ~ Aishah and asked her,
" Did Muhammad see his Lord' She said, " You said something that caused my hair to rise!" | said,
" Behold!" and recited this Ayah,
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(Indeed he saw of the greatest signs of his Lord.) She said, * Where did your mind wander It was
Jibril. Whoever says to you that Muhammad saw his Lord, or hid any part of what he was
commanded (i.e., Allah's Message), or knew any of the five things which only Allah knows,
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(Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain...)(31:34), Then
he invents a great lie against Allah! The Prophet only saw Jibril twice, in his original shape,
once near Sdrat Al-Muntaha and another time in Ajyad (in Makkah) while Jibril had six hundred
wings that covered the horizon.™ Muslim recorded that Abu Dharr said, "l asked the Messenger
of Allah , " Have you seen your Lord' He said,
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(How can | see Him since there was a light)" In another narration, the Prophet said,
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(I only saw alight.) Allah's statement,
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(And indeed he saw him at a second descent. Near Sdrat Al-Muntaha.) "The Messenger of Allah
said,
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(I saw Jibril while he had six hundred wings and a colorful array of pearls and rubies falling
from the feathers of his wings.)" This Hadith has a good, strong chain of narration. Ahmad also
recorded that * Abdullah )lbn Mas  ud( said, "The Messenger of Allah saw Jibril in his original
shape while Jibril had six hundred wings, each wing covering the side of the horizon. From his
wings, precious stones were dropping of which only Allah has knowledge." This Hadith has a
good chain of narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that ~ Abdullah bin Mas ud said, "The Messenger
of Allah said,
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(I saw Jibril over Sdrat Al-Muntaha while he had six hundred wings.)" One of the subnarrators
of the Hadith asked * Asim about Jibril's wings and ~ Asim refused to elaborate. So some of his
companions were asked and one of them said, "Each wing was covering what is between the
east and the west." This Hadith has a good chain of narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that lbn
Mas' ud said that Allah's Messenger said:
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(Jibril came to me wearing green with pearls hanging down.) This Hadith has a good chain of
narration. Imam Ahmad recorded that * Amir said that Masruq asked " Alishah, "O Mother of the
faithful, has Muhammad seen his Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored" She said, "Glorious is
Allah! My hair is standing on end because of what you said. Three matters, if one tells you
about any of them, will have lied. Whoever tells you that Muhammad has seen his Lord, will
have lied." She then recited these two Ayat,
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(No vision can grasp Him, but He grasps all vision.)(6:103), and,
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(It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak to him unless (it be) by revelation,
or from behind a veil.)(42:51) She went one, "And whoever tells you that Muhammad knew
what the morrow will bring, will have uttered a lie." She then recited,
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(Verily, Allah, with Him is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and knows that

which is in the wombs.)(31:34) " Alishah said, "And whoever tells you that Muhammad has
hidden any part of the Message will have lied," and she then recited this Ayah,
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(O Messenger proclaim which has been sent down to you from your Lord.)(5:67).She went one,
"However, he saw Jibril twice in his original shape." Imam Ahmad also recorded that Masruq

said, "l asked " Alishah, " Did not Allah say,
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(And indeed he saw him in the clear horizon.)(81:23), and,
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(And indeed he saw him at a second descent)' She said, " | was the first among this Ummah to

ask Allah's Messenger about it. He said,
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(That was Jibril.) He only saw him twice in his actual and real figure. He saw Jibril descend
from heaven to earth and was so huge that he covered the whole horizon between the sky and
earth.)™ This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs via Ash-Sha’ bi.

Angels, Light and colors covered Sidrat Al-Muntaha

Allah said,



(When that covered the lote tree which did cover it!) We mentioned before, in the Hadiths
about Al-lsra’ that the angels, Allah's Light, and spectacular colors covered the Sdrah. Imam
Ahmad recorded that ~ Abdullah bin Mas ud said, "When the Messenger of Allah was taken on
the lsra’ journey, he ascended to Sdrat Al-Muntaha, which is in the seventh heaven. There

everything terminates that ascends from the earth and is held there, and terminates everything
that descends from above it is held there,
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(When that covered the lote tree which did cover it!) He said, "Golden butterflies. The
Messenger of Allah was given three things: He was given the five prayers, he was given the

concluding verses of Surat Al-Bagarah (2:284-286), and remission of serious sins for those
among his Ummah who do not associate anything with Allah." Muslim collected this Hadith.
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(The sight turned not aside, nor it transgressed beyond the limit.) indicates that the Prophet's

sight did not turn right or left, according to " Ibn * Abbas,

(nor it transgressed beyond the limit.) not exceeding what has been ordained for it. Thisis a
tremendous quality that demonstrates the Prophet's firm obedience to Allah, because he only
did what was commanded and did ask beyond what he was given. Allah's statement,
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(Indeed he saw of the greatest signs of his Lord.) is similar to another Ayah,
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(In order that We might show him of QOur Ayat.)(17:1), meaning, signs that testify to Allah's

might and greatness. Relying on these two Ayat, some scholars of Ahl us-Sunnah said that the
Prophet did not see Allah during the Isra’ journey, because Allah said,
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(Indeed he saw of the greatest signs of his Lord.) They said that, had the Prophet seen his Lord,
Allah would have conveyed this news and the Prophet would have narrated it to the people.



AN AN § 5 - TRl a2
5w Al T3l - ) AT 0 KA esxs_
I.&AeSBL‘Q} ;LJ\A PREVN QLA.UJ S{\ @ u\

Sl YY) st u\u_u“wtym\ U5

%Y ae) O em\é aal s ) (5 e Lo
ujjy\jb Y\Aﬁé_ “uu_u.dd}i

PSSR LIV ERGIPUV | R REI | PRV
w}jgmwm\uﬁusmw?)ﬁ;&

(

(19. Have you then considered Al-Lat, and Al-" Uzza.) (20. And Manat, the other third) (21. Isit
for you the males and for Him the females) (22. That indeed is a division most unfair!) (23.
They are but names which you have named - you and your fathers - for which Allah has sent
down no authority. They follow but a guess and that which they themselves desire, whereas
there has surely come to them the guidance from their Lord!) (24. Or shall man have what he
wishes) (25. But to Allah belongs the last (Hereafter) and the first (the world).) (26. And there
are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing, except after Allah has
given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with.)

Refuting Idolatry, Al-Lat and Al-' Uzza

Allah the Exalted rebukes the idolators for worshipping idols and taking rivals to Him. They
built houses for their idols to resemble the Ka' bah built by Prophet Ibrahim, Allah's Khalil.

(Cadl) A a)

(Have you then considered Al-Lat,) Al-Lat was a white stone with inscriptions on. There was a
house built around Al-Lat in At-Ta'if with curtains, servants and a sacred courtyard around it.
The people of At-Talif, the tribe of Thaqif and their allies, worshipped Al-Lat. They would boast
to Arabs, except the Quraysh, that they had Al-Lat. lbn Jarir said, "They derived Al-Lat's name
from Allah's Name, and made it feminine. Allah is far removed from what they ascribe to Him.
It was reported that Al-Lat is pronounced Al-Lat because, according to ~ Abdullah bin ~ Abbas,
Mujahid, and Ar-Rabi’ bin Anas, Al-Lat was a man who used to mix Sawiq (a kind of barley
mash) with water for the pilgrims during the time of Jahiliyyah. When he died, they remained



next to his grave and worshipped him." Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn *~ Abbas said about Allah's
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(Al-Lat, and Al-" Uzza.) "Al-Lat was a man who used to mix Sawiq for the pilgrims.” lbn Jarir
said, "They also derived the name for their idol Al-" Uzza from Allah's Name Al-" Aziz. Al-" Uzza
was a tree on which the idolators placed a monument and curtains, in the area of Nakhlah,
between Makkah and At-Ta'if. The Quraysh revered Al-" Uzza." During the battle of Uhud, Abu
Qufyan said, "We have Al-" Uzza, but you do not have Al-" Uzza." Allah's Messenger replied,
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(Say, "Allah is Our Supporter, but you have no support.”) Manat was another idol in the area of
Mushallal near Qudayd, between Makkah and Al-Madinah. The tribes of Khuza® ah, Aws and
Khazraj used to revere Manat during the time of Jahiliyyah. They used to announce Hajj to the
Ka' bah from next to Manat. Al-Bukhari collected a statement from * Alishah with this meaning.
There were other idols in the Arabian Peninsula that the Arabs revered just asthey revered the
Ka' bah, besides the three idols that Allah mentioned in His Glorious Book. Allah mentioned
these three here because they were more famous than the others. An-Nasa'i recorded that Abu
At-Tufayl said, "When the Messenger of Allah conquered Makkah, he sent Khalid bin Al-Walid to
the area of Nakhlah where the idol of Al-" Uzza was erected on three trees of a forest. Khalid
cut the three trees and approached the house built around it and destroyed it. When he went
back to the Prophet and informed him of the story, the Prophet said to him,
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(Go back and finish your mission, for you have not finished it.) Khalid went back and when the
custodians who were also its servants of Al-" Uzza saw him, they started invoking by calling Al-

" Uzza! When Khalid approached it, he found a naked woman whose hair was untidy and who
was throwing sand on her head. Khalid killed her with the sword and went back to the

Messenger of Allah , who said to him,
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(That was Al-" Uzza!)" Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated, "Al-Lat belonged to the tribe of Thaqif in
the area of At-Talif. Banu Mu" attib were the custodians of Al-Lat and its servants." | say that
the Prophet sent Al-Mughirah bin Shu” bah and Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb to destroy Al-Lat.
They carried out the Prophet's command and built a Masjid in its place in the city of At-Ta'if.
Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Manat used to be the idol of the Aws and Khazraj tribes and
those who followed their religion in Yathrib (Al-Madinah). Manat was near the coast, close to
the area of Mushallal in Qudayd. The Prophet sent Abu Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb or " Ali bin Abi
Talib to demolish it. Ibn Ishaq said that Dhul-Khalasah was the idol of the tribes of Daws,
Khath® am and Bajilah, and the Arabs who resided in the area of Tabalah. | say that Dhul-
Khalasah was called the Southern Ka’ bah, and the Ka' bah in Makkah was called the Northern
Ka' bah. The Messenger of Allah sent Jarir bin ~Abdullah Al-Bajali to Dhul-Khalasah and he
destroyed it. Ibn Ishaq said that Fals was the idol of Tay' and the neighboring tribes in the
Mount of Tay', such as Salma and Ajja. lbn Hisham said that some scholars of knowledge told
him that the Messenger of Allah sent " Ali bin Abi Talib to Fals and he destroyed it and found



two swords in its treasure, which the Prophet then gave to " Ali as war spoils. Muhammad bin
Ishag also said that the tribes of Himyar, and Yemen in general, had a house of worship in
San’ a' called Ryam. He mentioned that there was a black dog in it and that the religious men
who went with Tubba® removed it, killed it and demolished the building. lon Ishaq said that
Ruda’ was a structure of Bani Rabi® ah bin Ka' b bin Sa’ d bin Zayd Manat bin Tamim, which Al-
Mustawghir bin Rabi® ah bin Ka' b bin Sa' d demolished after Islam. In Sndad there was Dhul-
Ka bat, the idol of the tribes of Bakr and Taghlib, the sons of the Wa'il, and also the lyad
tribes.

Refuting the Idolators Who appoint Rivals to Allah and claim that
the Angels were Females
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(Have you then considered Al-Lat, and Al-" Uzza. And Manat, the other third), then Allah said,
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(Isit for you the males and for Him the females) Allah asked the idolators, “~do you choose

female offspring for Allah and give preference to yourselves with the males If you made this
division between yourselves and the created, it would be,
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(a division most unfair!)' meaning, it would be an unfair and unjust division. *How is it then
that you make this division between you and Allah, even though this would be foolish and

unjust, if you made it between yourselves and others' Allah the Exalted refutes such innovated
lies, falsehood and atheism they invented through worshipping the idols and calling them gods,
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(They are but names which you have named -- you and your fathers) of your own desire,
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(for which Allah has sent down no authority.) meaning, proof,
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