(Or have they the treasures of the mercy of your Lord, the Almighty, the Real Bestower)
meaning, the Almighty Whose might cannot be overcome, the Bestower Who gives whatever He
wills to whomsoever He wills. This Ayah is like the Ayah:
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(Or have they a share in the dominion Then in that case they would not give mankind even a
speck on the back of a date stone. Or do they envy men for what Allah has given them of His
bounty Then, We had already given the family of lbrahim the Book and Al-Hikmah, and
conferred upon them a great kingdom. Of them were (some) who believed in him, and of them
were (some) who averted their faces from him; and enough is Hell for burning (them).) (4:53-
55).
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(Say: "If you possessed the treasure of the mercy of my Lord (wealth), then you would surely
hold back for fear of (being exhausted), and man is ever miserly!") (17:100). Thisis after Allah
tells us the story of how the disbeliever denied the sending of a human Messenger, as He tells
us that the people of Salih, peace be upon him, said:
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("Is it that the Reminder is sent to him alone from among us Nay, he is an insolent liar!"
Tomorrow they will come to know who isthe liar, the insolent onel!) (54:25, 26)
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(Or isit that the dominion of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them is theirs
If so, let them ascend up with means.) means, if they have that, then let them ascend up with
means. lbn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Sa"id bin Jubayr, Qatadah and
others said, "The waysto the heaven." Ad-Dahhak, said, "Then let them ascend into the seventh
heaven." Then Allah says,
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(they will be a defeated host like the Confederates of the old times.) meaning, these hosts of
disbelievers who are in false pride and opposition will be defeated and overwhelmed and
disgraced, just as the Confederates of the old times were disgraced before them. This Ayah is
like the Ayah:
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(Or say they: "We are a great multitude, victorious” Their multitude will be put to flight, and
they will show their backs.) (54:44-45) -- which is what happened on the day of Badr --
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(Nay, but the Hour is their appointed time, and the Hour will be more grievous and more
bitter.) (54:46)
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(12. Before them denied -- the people of Nuh; and ~ Ad; and Fir" awn the man of stakes,) (13.
And Thamud, and the people of Lut, and the Dwellers of Al-Aykah; such were the
Confederates.) (14. Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My torment was
jugtified.) (15. And these only wait for a single Sayhah there will be no pause or ending
thereto. ) (16. They say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Qittana before the Day of Reckoning!") (17. Be
patient of what they say...)

A Reminder of Those Who were destroyed among the Previous
Nations

Allah tells us about those past nations and the punishment and vengeance that struck them for
their going against the Messengers and disbelieving in the Prophets, peace be upon them. We
have already seen their storiesin detail in numerous places (in the Qur'an). Allah says:

(S ST

(such were the Confederates.) meaning, "~ they were greater and stronger than you, they had
more wealth and children, but that did not protect them from the punishment of Allah at all
when the command of your Lord came to pass.' Allah says:

(soiie (358 U0 L8 9) U )

(Not one of them but denied the Messengers; therefore My torment was justified.) " The reason
for their destruction was their disbelief in the Messengers, so let those who are addressed here
beware and be afraid.’
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(And these only wait for a single Sayhah there will be no pause or ending thereto.) Malik
narrated from Zayd bin Aslam; "There will none who can avert it," i.e., they will only wait for
the Hour that it shall come upon them suddenly while they perceive not. But some of its
portents have already come, i.e., it has drawn nigh. This Sayhah is the blast on the Trumpet
when Allah will command lIsrafil to sound a long note, and there will be no one in the heaven or
on earth but will be terrified, except those whom Allah spares.

(i) 27y 8 L5 U Jae U5, 1,187)

(They say: "Our Lord! Hasten to us Gittana before the Day of Reckoning!") Here Allah denounces
the idolators for calling for the punishment to be hastened upon themselves. Qitt refersto a
book or record, or it was said that it means one's allotted share or fortune. lbn * Abbas, may
Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Al-Hasan and others said, "They asked for the
punishment to be hastened." Qatadah added, thisislike when they said: e
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("O Allah! If this (the Qur'an) is indeed the truth from You, then rain down stones on us from
the sky or bring on us a painful torment.") (8:32). It was also said that they asked for their
share of Paradise to be hastened, if it really existed, so that they might have their share in this
world; they said this because they thought it unlikely to exist and they disbelieved in it. lbn
Jarir said, "They asked for whatever they deserved, good or bad, to be hastened for them in
this world." What he said is good, and A-Dahhak and Isma’” il bin Abi Khalid based their views on
it. And Allah knows best. They said this by way of mockery and disbelief, so Allah commanded
His Messenger to be patient in the face of their insults, and He gave him the glad tidings that
his patience would be rewarded with victory and success.
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(17.And remember Our slave Dawud, endued with Al-Ayd. Verily, he was ever oft-returning in
all matters and in repentance.) (18. Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our praises with
him in the " Ashi and Ishrag.) (19. And (so did) the birds assembled, all obedient to him.) (20.
We made his kingdom strong and gave him Al-Hikmah and sound judgement in speech and
decision.)

Allah tells us that His servant and Messenger Dawud, peace be upon
him, was endued with power.

Al-Ayd means strength in knowledge and action. lbn ™ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him,
As-Suddi and |bn Zayd said, "Al-Ayd means strength." Mujahid said, "Al-Ayd means strength in
obedience to Allah." Qatadah said, "Dawud, peace be upon him, was given strength in worship
and the proper understanding of Islam.” He told us that he, peace be upon him, used to spend a
third of the night in prayer, and he fasted for half a lifetime. This was reported in the Two
Sahihs, where it isrecorded that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(The most beloved of prayer to Allah isthe prayer of Dawud, and the most beloved of fasting to
Allah is the fasting of Dawud. He used to sleep for half of the night, stand in prayer for a third
of the night, then sleep for a sixth of the night, and he used to fast alternate days. He never
fled from the battlefield, and he always turned to Allah.) which meansthat he turned to Allah
with regard to all of his affairs.
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(Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our praises with him in the "~ Ashi and Ishrag. )
means, Allah caused the mountains to glorify His praises with him at sunrise and at the end of

the day. Thisis like the Ayah:
(idalls 4 (sl Ol

(O you mountains. Glorify (Allah) with him! And you birds (also)!) (34:10). The birds also used
to glorify Allah's praises with him. If a bird flew by him and heard him chanting the Zabur, it
would not go away; instead it would stay hovering in the air, glorifying Allah along with him.
And the lofty mountains would respond to him and echo his glorification of Allah. lbn Jarir
recorded from * Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Nawfal that lbn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with
him, did not pray Ad-Duha. )" Abdullah said:( "So | took him to Umm Hani, may Allah be pleased
with her, and said to her, “Tell him what you told me.' She said, " The Messenger of Allah
entered my house on the day of the conquest of Makkah. He called for water to be poured into
a large bowl, then he called for a garment which he used as a screen between me and him, and
he washed himself. Then he sprinkled water around the house and prayed eight Rak™ ahs. This
was Ad-Duha, and its standing, bowing, prostration and sitting were all equal in brevity." Ibn
* Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, left, saying, " | have read the Qur'an from cover to
cover, and | never knew about Salat Ad-Duha until now!" Then he recited:

o7 Ghy -, v :.’ ’. o ¥- 28
(glorify Qur praiseswith him in the * Ashi and Ishrag.) | used to say, "What is Salat Al-Ishraqg, but
now | know what it is."
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(And (so did) the birds assembled,) meaning, hovering in the air.
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(all obedient to him.) means, they obeyed him and followed him in glorifying Allah. S id bin
Jubayr, Qatadah and Malik said, narrating from Zayd bin Aslam and lbn Zayd:

(L 4 )

(all obedient to him.) means, "Following his commands.”
(j/;]} BB”&")

(We made his kingdom strong) means, ~We gave him complete dominion with all that kings
need.' Ibn Abi Najih reported that Mujahid said, "He was the strongest and most powerful of the

people of this world."
(a’ S’ ]\ 2 :o:.\;:j)
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(and gave him Al-Hikmah) Mujahid said, "This means understanding, reason and intelligence.”

Qatadah said, "The Book of Allah and following what isinit." As-Suddi said:
(Ae3211)

(Al-Hikmah) "Prophethood."

(Sl Fad')

(and sound judgement) Shurayh Al-Qadi and Ash-Sha bi said, "Sound judgement is testimony
and oaths." Qatadah said, "Two witnesses for the plaintiff or an oath on the part of the
defendant is meaning of sound judgement." This is the sound judgement which the Prophets
and Messengers judged and the believers and righteous accepted. This is the basis of this
Ummah's judicial system until the Day of Resurrection. This was the view of Abu " Abdur-
Rahman As-Sulami. Mujahid and As-Suddi said, "It means passing the right judgement and
understanding the case." Mujahid also said, "It is soundness in speech and in judgement, and
this includes all of the above." Thisis what is meant, and thisis the view favored by lbn Jarir.
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(21. And has the news of the litigants reached you When they climbed over the wall into (his)
Mihrab (private chamber of worship);) (22. When they entered in upon Dawud, he was terrified
of them. They said: "Fear not! (We are) two litigants, one of us has wronged the other,
therefore judge between us with truth, and treat us not with injustice, and guide us to the
right way.) (23. Verily, this my brother (in religion) has ninety-nine ewes, while | have (only)
one ewe, and he says: "Hand it over to me, and he overpowered me in speech.") (24. )Dawud(
said: "He has wronged you in demanding your ewe in addition to his ewes. And, verily, many
partners oppress one another, except those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and they
are few." And Dawud guessed that We have tried him and he sought forgiveness of his Lord, and
he fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in repentance.) (25. S, We forgave him that, and
verily, for him isa near access to Us, and a good place of return.)

The Story of the Two Litigants

In discussing this passage, the scholars of Tafsir mention a story which is mostly based upon
Israliliyat narrations. Nothing has been reported about this from the Infallible Prophet that we
could accept as true. But Ibn Abi Hatim narrated a Hadith whose chain of narration cannot be



regarded as Sahih because it is reported by Yazid Ar-Ragashi from Anas, may Allah be pleased
with him. Although Yazid was one of the righteous, his Hadiths are regarded as weak by the
Imams. So, it is better to speak briefly of this story and refer knowledge of it to Allah, may He

be exalted. For the Qur'an istrue and what it containsis also true.
(e & 548)

(he was terrified of them.) This was because he was in his Mihrab (private chamber). That was
the noblest part of his house, where he commanded that no one should enter upon him that
day. So, he did not realize that these two people had climbed the fence surrounding his Mihrab
(private chamber) to ask him about their case.
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(and he overpowered me in speech.) means, ~ he defeated me.'
s @z - g7 & & (- @ .~
(4_"’\331.,037 J}jb&j)

(And Dawud guessed that We have tried him) " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ~ Abbas said

that this means, "We tested him."
- <7 - > - -
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(and he fell down prostrate and turned (to Allah) in repentance.)
- - 8 20 4 %
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(S0, We forgave him that,)

The Sajdah in Surah Sad

The performance of Sajdah in Surah Sad is not one of the obligatory locations; it is a
prostration of thanks (Sajdat Shukr). The evidence for it isthe report recorded by Imam Ahmad
from lbn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, who said; "The prostration in Surah Sad is not
one of the obligatory prostrations; | saw the Messenger of Allah prostrating in this Surah.” This
was also recorded by Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa'i in his Tafsir. At-
Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." In his Tafsir of this Ayah, An-Nasa'i also recorded that lbn * Abbas,
may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Prophet prostrated in Sad, and he said:
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(Dawud prostrated as an act of repentance and we prostrate as an act of thanks.)" This was
recorded only by An-Nasa'i. The men of its chain of narration are all reliable. In his Tafsir of
this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-° Awwam said that he asked Mujahid about the
prostration in Surah Sad. He said, " | asked lbn ™ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, ~Why do
you prostrate' He said, * Have you not read:

(Caalis 357513 430 (4a's)

(and among his )Nuh's( progeny Dawud, Sulayman) (6:84)
o o 2 “ ’5 c %0
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(They are those whom Allah had guided. S follow their guidance) (6:90). Dawud, peace be
upon him, was one of those whom your Prophet was commanded to follow. Dawud prostrated
here so the Messenger of Allah also prostrated here.™ Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Sa'id Al-
Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah recited Sad while he was
on the Mnbar. When he reached the prostration, he came down from the Minbar and
prostrated, and the people prostrated with him. On another occasion when he recited it, he
reached the prostration and the people prepared to prostrate. He said:
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(Thisis repentance for a Prophet, but | see that you are preparing to prostrate.) Then he came
down (from the Minbar) and prostrated.” This was recorded only by Abu Dawud and its chain of
narration meetsthe conditions of the Two Sahihs.
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(and verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good place of (final) return.) means, on the
Day of Resurrection, he will have good deeds by virtue of which he will be brought close to

Allah, and he will have a good place of (final) return, which means the lofty levels of Paradise,
because of hisrepentance and his perfect justice in hiskingdom. Asit saysin the Sahih:
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(Those who are fair and just with their families and those who are under their authority will be
on Mnbars of light on the right hand of Ar-Rahman, and both His Hands are right Hands.)"
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(26. O Dawud! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on the earth; so judge you between
men in truth (and justice) and follow not your desire -- for it will mislead you from the path of
Allah. Verily, those who wander astray from the path of Allah (shall) have a severe torment,
because they forgot the Day of Reckoning.)

Advice to Rulers and Leaders

This is advice from Allah, may He be exalted, to those who are in positions of authority. They
should rule according to the truth and justice revealed from Him, they should not turn away
from it and be led astray from the path of Allah. Allah has issued a stern warning of a severe
punishment to those who go astray from His path and forget the Day of Resurrection. lbn Abi
Hatim recorded that Ibrahim Abu Zur® ah, who read the Scripture, reported that Al-Walid bin
" Abd Al-Malik said to him: "Does anyone have the right to question the Khalifah You have read
the first Scripture and the Qur'an, and you have understood them." He replied, "May | speak, O
Commander of the faithful" He said, "Soeak, for you are under the protection of Allah." | said,
"O Commander of the faithful, are you more dear to Allah, or Dawud, peace be upon him For
Allah gave him both prophethood and rulership, then He warned him in His Book:
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(O Dawud ! Verily, We have placed you as a successor on the earth; so judge you between men
in truth (and justice) and follow not your desire -- for it will midead you from the path of
Allah)." " Ikrimah said:

(a) 2753 15k Loy At Llie 241)

((Those shall) have a severe torment, because they forgot the Day of Reckoning.) "They will
have a severe punishment on the Day of Reckoning because of what they forgot. " As Suddi
said, "They will have a severe punishment because of what they neglected to do for the sake of
the Day of Reckoning." This interpretation is more in accordance with the apparent meaning of
the Ayah. And Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, is the Guide to the Truth.
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(27. And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between them without
purpose! That is the consideration of those who disbelieve! Then woe to those who disbelieve
from the Fire!l) (28. Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds as those who
cause mischief on the earth Or shall We treat those who have Tagwa as the evildoers) (29.
(This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of blessings, that they may ponder over
its Verses, and that men of understanding may remember.)

The Wisdom behind the Creation of This World

Allah tells us that He did not create the creatures in vain; He created them to worship Him
Alone, then He will gather them on the Day of Gathering and will reward the obedient and
punish the disbelievers. Allah says:
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(And We created not the heaven and the earth and all that is between them without purpose!

That is the consideration of those who disbelieve!) meaning, those who do not think that the
resurrection and the place of return will occur, but they think that there is nothing after this

(BN e 1558 0dll 0 68)

(Then woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire!) means, woe to them on the Day when they
will be resurrected, from the Fire that is prepared for them. Then Allah explains that because
of His justice and wisdom, He does not treat the believers and the disbelievers equally. Allah
says:
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(Shall We treat those who believe and do right eous good deeds as those who do mischief on the
earth Or shall We treat Those who have Taqwa as the evildoers) meaning, * We shall not do
that.' They are not equal before Allah, and since this is the case, there must inevitably be
another realm in which those who obey Allah will be rewarded and the wicked will be
punished. This teaching indicates to those of a sound mind and upright nature that there must
inevitably be a resurrection and recompense. We see evildoers and criminals are prospering
and increasing in wealth, children and luxury, until they die in that state. We see oppressed
believers dying of grief and distress, so by the wisdom of the All-Wise, All-Knowing, All-Just
who does not do even a speck of dust's weight of injustice, there should be a time when the
rights of the oppressed are restored with due justice. If this does not happen in this world,
there must be another realm where recompense may be made and consolation may be found.
The Qur'an teaches sound aims based on a rational way of thinking, so Allah says:
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((This is) a Book which We have sent down to you, full of blessings, that they may ponder over
its Ayat, and that men of understanding may remember.) meaning, those who are possessed of
wisdom and reason.
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(30. And to Dawud We gave Sulayman. How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever turning in
repentance (to Us)!) (31. When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, well trained
horses of the highest breed.) (32. He said: "l did love the good instead of remembering my
Lord," till the time was over, and (the sun) had hidden in the veil (of night).) (33. Then he said:
"Bring them back to me." Then he began to pass his hand over their legs and their necks.)




Sulayman the Son of Dawud

Allah tells usthat he gave Sulayman to Dawud as a Prophet, as He says elsewhere:
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(And Qulayman inherited Dawud) (27:1). meaning, he inherited prophethood from him. Dawud
had other sons besides Sulayman, for he had one hundred free wives.

(5 4 a1 )

(How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in repentance (to Us)!) This is
praise for Sulayman, because he was very much obedient, worshipping Allah much and always
turning to Allah in repentance.

(Al s al | Lalh Ale (pa e 3))
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(When there were displayed before him, in the afternoon, well trained horses of the highest
breed.) means, these well trained horses were shown to Sulayman, peace be upon him, in his
capacity as king and ruler. Mujahid said, "They were the kind of horses which stand on three
legs and raise the fourth, and they were swift horses.” This was also the view of several others
among the Salaf. Abu Dawud recorded that ~ Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "The
Messenger of Allah came back from the campaign of Tabuk or Khaybar, and there was a curtain
covering her room. The wind came and lifted the curtain, revealing some toys belonging to
" Alishah, may Allah be pleased with her. The Prophet said:
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(What is this, O Aishah) She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "My toys." Among them he
saw a horse with two wings made of cloth. He said:
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(What is this that | see in the midst of them) She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "A

horse." The Messenger of Allah said,
«$ale gj\ 1aa Loy

(And what is this on it) She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "Wings." The Messenger of
Allah said,
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(A horse with two wings) She, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "Did you not hear that
Sulayman, peace be upon him, had a horse that had wings" She, may Allah be pleased with her,
said, "The Messenger of Allah smiled so broadly that | could see his molars.”
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(He said: "l did love the good (i.e., horses) instead of remembering my Lord" till the time was
over, and (the sun) had hidden in the veil (of night)) More than one of the Salaf and scholars of
Tafsir mentioned that he was so busy looking at the horses that he missed the time of ~Asr
prayer. He did not miss it deliberately, but because of forgetfulness, as happened to the
Prophet on the day of Khandag, when he was too busy to pray " Asr and he prayed it after the
sun had set. This was recorded in the Two Sahihs with more than one chain of narration,
including the report from Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, who said, "On the day of
Khandag, ~Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, came after the sun had set and started
cursing the disbelievers of the Quraysh. He said, " O Messenger of Allah, | could not pray " Asr

until the sun had almost set.' The Messenger of Allah said,
- ‘io - - D-f -
«ila L 4l

(By Allah, | did not pray it either.)" He (Jabir) said, "So we got up and went to Buthan. Allah's
Prophet performed ablution for the prayer and we too performed ablution. He prayed ~ Asr
after the sun had set, then he prayed Maghrib after that."
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(Then he said: "Bring them (horses) back to me." Then he began to pass his hand over their legs
and their necks.) Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "He said, “No, by Allah, you will not keep me from
worshipping my Lord again,’ then he ordered that they should be slaughtered.” This was also
the view of Qatadah. As-Suddi said, "Their necks and hamstrings were struck with swords.” ™ Al
bin Abi Talhah reported that lbn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "He began
patting the horses' heads and legs out of love for them." This is the view that was favored by
Ibn Jarir. He said, "Because he would not punish an animal by cutting its hamstrings or destroy
his own wealth for no other reason than that he had been distracted from his prayer by looking
at it, and it was not the animals fault. " This view which lbn Jarir thought more correct is
subject to further review, because such action may have been permissible according to their
law, especially since he got angry for the sake of Allah for being distracted by these horses
until the time for prayer had lapsed. Then, since he dispensed with them for the sake of Allah,
Allah compensated him with something better, the wind which blew gently by his order
wherever he willed. Its morning lasted a month's (journey), and its afternoon lasted a month's
(journey). This was faster and better than horses. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Qatadah and
Abu Ad-Dahma’, who traveled a lot to the Ka bah, said, "We met a man from among the
bedouins who said to us: " The Messenger of Allah took my hand and started teaching me some
of that which Allah had taught him. He said,
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(You do not give up anything for the sake of Allah, but Allah will give you something better
thanit.)"
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(34. And indeed, We tried Sulayman and We placed on his throne Jasad (a body), and he
returned.) (35. He said: "My Lord! Forgive me, and bestow upon me a kingdom such as shall not
belong to any other after me. Verily, You are the Bestower.") (36. So, We subjected to him the
wind; it blew gently by his order wherever he willed,) (37. And the Shayatin, from every kind of
builder and diver,) (38. And also others bound in fetters.) (39. )Allah said to Sulayman(: "Thisis
Our gift, so spend you or withhold, no account will be asked of you.") (40. And verily, for him is
a near accessto Us, and a good (final) return.)

How Allah tested Sulayman then made Things easy for Him

(ol i

(And indeed, We tried Sulayman) meaning, ~ We tested him.'

Allah says,



(and We placed on histhrone Jasad (a body)).
(' { “4

(and he returned.) means, after thistest, he turned back to Him and asked for forgiveness and
to be given a kingdom such as shall not belong to any other after him.
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(He said: "My Lord! Forgive me, and bestow upon me a kingdom such as shall not belong to any
other after me. Verily, You are the Bestower.") Some of them said, "No one after me will have
the right to ask Allah for such a kingdom." This is the apparent meaning from the context of the
Ayah, and several Hadiths with a similar meaning have been narrated from the Messenger of
Allah . In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased
with him, said that the Prophet said:
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(An " Ifrit from among the Jinn came and bothered me last night- or he said something similar -
Trying to stop me from praying. Allah enabled me to overpower him, and | wanted to tie him to
one of the pillars in the Masjid so that you could see him this morning. Then | remembered
what my brother Sulayman said, (My Lord! Forgive me and bestow upon me a kingdom such as
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shall not belong to any other after me)) Rawh said, "so he let him go, humiliated." ) This was
also recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'i. In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Ad-Darda’, may
Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah stood up to pray and we heard him

A
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(I seek refuge with Allah from you.) Then he said,
«&) Ay Sliatly,

(I curse you with the curse of Allah.) three times, and he stretched out his hand as if he was
reaching out to take something. When he finished his prayer, we said, * O Messenger of Allah,
we heard you say something in your prayer which we have never heard you say before, and we
saw you stretching out your hand.' He said:
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(The enemy of Allah Iblis came with a flame of fire to throw in my face, so | said, "l seek refuge
with Allah from you" three times, then | said, "l curse you with the complete curse of Allah,”
but he did not back off. | said it three times. Then | wanted to seize him. By Alah, if it were
not for the words of our brother Sulayman, he would have been chained up and he would have
become a plaything for the children of the people of Al-Madinah.)" Allah says:
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(So, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his order wherever he willed.) Al-Hasan
Al-Basri, may Allah have mercy on him, said, "When Sulayman, peace be upon him, slaughtered
the horses out of anger for the sake of Allah, Allah compensated him with something better and
swifter, the wind whose morning was a month's (journey), and its afternoon was a month's
(journey)."
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(wherever he willed.) means, wherever in the world he wanted.

(alses o165 UK Cpdaitlly)

(And also the Shayatin, from every kind of builder and diver,) means, among them were some
whom he used to build high rooms, images, basins as large as reservoirs, and cauldrons fixed (in
their places), and other difficult tasks which humans were unable to do. And there was another
group, who dived into the sea recovering pearls, jewels and other precious things which cannot
be found anywhere else.

((2Ead) b e ANk )

(And also others bound in fetters.) means, tied up in chains. These were the ones who had
rebelled and refused to work, or else their work was bad and they were wrongdoers.

(Pl jiay Slodal ol ya Wildae 1)

(JAllah said to Sulayman(: "This is Qur Gift, so spend you or withhold, no account will be asked
of you.") means, " thisthat We have given to you of kingship and perfect power, as you asked
for, you may give to whomsoever you wish and deny to whomsoever you wish, and you will not
be brought to account. Whatever you do is permissible for you, so however you judge, it will be
right.' It wasreported in the Two Sahihs that when the Messenger of Allah was given the choice
between being a servant and a Messenger -- who does what he is commanded to do and
distributes things among the people as Allah commands him to do -- or being a Prophet and a
king, who can give to whomever he wishes and withhold from whomever he wishes without
being held accountable for anything, he chose the former. He consulted with Jibril, peace be
upon him, who said, "Be humble." S he chose the former because it has a greater value before
Allah and brings a higher statusin the Hereafter, even though the second option, prophethood
combined with kingship, is also a great thing both in this world and in the Hereafter, when
Allah tells us what He gave to Sulayman, peace be upon him, in this world, He tells us that he
will have a great share with Allah on the Day of Resurrection. He says:

(e Cpny A Bnie 41 0))

(And verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a good (final) return.) meaning, in this world
and the Hereafter.
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(41. And remember Our servant Ayyub, when he invoked his Lord (saying): "Verily, Shaytan has
afflicted me with distress and torment!") (42. (Allah said to him): "Srike the ground with your
foot. This is (a spring of) water to wash in, cool and a drink.") (43. And We gave him (back) his
family, and along with them the like thereof, as a mercy from Us, and a reminder for those
who understand.) (44. "And take in your hand a bundle of thin grass and strike therewith (your
wife), and break not your ocath." Truly, We found him patient. How excellent a servant! Verily,
he was ever oft-returning in repentance (to Us)!)

Ayyub

Here Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger Ayyub (Job) and how He tested him. These
tests afflicted his body, his wealth and his children, until there was no part of his body that
was healthy except his heart. Then he had nothing left in this world which he could use to help
him deal with his sickness or the predicament he was in, besides his wife, who retained her
devotion to him because of her faith in Allah and His Messenger. She used to work for people as
a paid servant, and she fed and served him (Ayyub) for nearly eighteen years. Before that, he
was very rich and had many children, being well off in worldly terms. All of that had been
taken away until he ended up being thrown into the city dump where he stayed all this time,
shunned by relatives and strangers alike, with the exception of his wife -- may Allah be pleased
with her. She did not leave him, morning and evening, except for when she was serving people,
then she would come straight back to him. When this had gone on for a long time, and things
had gotten very bad, and the time allotted by divine decree had come to an end, Ayyub prayed
to the Lord of the worlds, the God of the Messengers, and said:

(a5 22751 g "yl (i )

(Verily, distress has seized me, and You are the Most Merciful of all those who show mercy.)
(21:83). And according to this Ayah:

;;:\ia::o c;‘i :\j/J (531_1 J\ uyi LTV JSJ\})

(And remember Our servant Ayyub, when he invoked his Lord (saying): "Verily, Shaytan has
afflicted me with distress and torment!") It was said that "distress" referred to bodily afflictions
and "torment" referred to the loss of his wealth and children. Then the Most Merciful of those



who show mercy responded to him, telling him to stand up and strike the ground with his foot.
He did this, and Allah caused a spring of water to flow. He commanded him to wash in it, and
all the pain and affliction in his body disappeared. Then He commanded him to strike the
ground in a different place, and Allah caused another spring to flow, and Ayyub was
commanded to drink from it. Then all his internal problems disappeared, and he became
healthy again, inside and out. Allah says:

(L 52 305 DI 13 Gl y k)

(Strike the ground with your foot. This is (a spring of) water to wash in, cool and a (refreshing)
drink.) lbn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with
him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said:
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(Allah's Prophet Ayyub, peace be upon him, suffered for eighteen years from his affliction and
was shunned by relatives and strangers alike, besides two men who were the closest of his
brothers to him. They used to visit him every morning and every evening. One of them said to
his companion, "You know, by Allah, that Ayyub committed a great sin which nobody in the
world ever committed." His companion said, "Why are you saying that" He said, "For eighteen
years he has been suffering and Allah has not had mercy on him and relieve his suffering.”
When he went to him the next morning, the (second) man could not wait to tell this to Ayyub.
Ayyub, peace be upon him, said, "l do not know what you are talking about, but Allah knows if |




passed by two men who were arguing and they mentioned the Name of Allah, | would go back
home and offer expiation lest they had mentioned the Name of Allah in an improper manner. "
Whenever he went out to answer the call of nature, when he finished, his wife would take his
hand until he came back home. One day he took a long time, and Allah had revealed to Ayyub,
(Strike the ground with your foot. This is (a spring of) water to wash in, cool and a (refreshing)
drink.) She thought that he had taken too long, so she turned to look at him, and saw that Allah
had taken away the afflictions he had been suffering, and he looked better than he had ever
looked. When she saw him, she said, "May Allah bless you! Have you seen Allah's Prophet, the
one who is sorely tested By Allah, | have never seen a man who looks more like him than you, if
he were healthy." He said, "I am he." He had two threshing floors, one for wheat and one for
barley. Allah sent two clouds, and when one of them reached the threshing floor of the wheat,
it rained gold until it was full. The other rained gold on the threshing floor of the barley until it
was full.) Thisis the wording of Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on him. Imam Ahmad recorded
that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said:
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(While Ayyub was bathing naked, locusts of gold fell upon him. Ayyub, peace be upon him,
began gathering them in his garment. Then his Lord called to him, "O Ayyub, have | not made

you so rich that you have no need of what you see" He, peace be upon him, said, "Yes, O Lord!
But | cannot do without Your blessing!") This was only recorded by Al-Bukhari.
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(And We gave him (back) his family, and along with them the like thereof, as a mercy from Us,
and a reminder for those who understand.) Al-Hasan and Qatadah said, "Allah brought his

family themselves back to life, and added others like them."”
(] gY o -0 - )

(as a mercy from Us,) means, in return for his patience, steadfastness, repentance, humility

and constant turning to Allah.
(d¥) J5Y s AY)



(and a reminder for those who understand.) means, for those who understand that the
consequence of patience is a solution and a way out.

(J&YJMuﬁuf_\mdm }':5)

(And take in your hand a bundle of thin grass and strike therewith (your wife), and break not
your oath.) Ayyub, peace be upon him, got angry with his wife and was upset about something
she had done, so he swore an oath that if Allah healed him, he would strike her with one
hundred blows. When Allah healed him, how could her service, mercy, compassion and
kindness be repaid with a beating S Allah showed him a way out, which was to take a bundle
of thin grass, with one hundred stems, and hit her with it once. Thus he fulfilled his oath and
avoided breaking his vow. This was the solution and way out for one who had Taqwa of Allah
and turned to Him in repentance. Allah says:

(5 4 50 25 1 A 1)

(Truly, We found him patient. How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in
repentance (to Us)!) Allah praised and commanded him, saying,

(Lol A3) Al o)

(How excellent a servant! Verily, he was ever oft-returning in repentance (to Us)!) Allah says:
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(And whosoever has Tagwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out (from every
difficulty). And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine. And whosoever puts
his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose. Indeed
Allah has set a measure for all things.) (65:2-3)
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Us, verily, of the chosen and the best!) (48. And remember Isma’il, Al-Yasa™, and Dhul-Kifl, all
are among the best.) (49. Thisisa Reminder...)

The Chosen and the Best among the Prophets

Allah tells us about the virtues of His servants the Messengers and His Prophets:
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(And remember Qur servants, lbrahim, Ishag, and Ya qub, Ulil-Aydi wal-Absar.) meaning,
righteous deeds, beneficial knowledge, strength in worship and insight. ~Ali bin Abi Talhah

reported that lbn ™ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said:
33%27\ ) T
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(Ulil-Aydi) "Of great strength and worship;
(} - o ﬂy \ - )

(wal-Absar) means, understanding of the religion." Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "They were given
strength in worship and understanding of the religion."

(L 5 K Aalay spialaf )

(Verily, We did choose them by granting them the remembrance of the Abode.) Muj ahid said,
"This means: We made them strive for the Hereafter, and there is nothing else for them besides



that." As-Suddi also said, "The remembrance of the Hereafter and striving for it." Malik bin
Dinar said, "Allah removed the love of this world from their hearts, and singled them out for
land remembrance of the Hereafter." Qatadah said, "They used to remind the people about the
Abode of the Hereafter and to strive for it."

(LY Gl ol ol Biie 2235)

(And they are with Us, verily, of the chosen and the best!) means, they are among those who
have been elected and chosen, and they are the best and the chosen ones.
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(And remember Isma’il, Al-Yasa', and Dhul-Kifl, all are among the best.) We have already
discussed their characteristics and stories in detail in Surat Al-Anbiya’, may peace be upon

them, and there is no need to repeat it here.
(K3 13a)

(This is a Reminder) means, a reminder to those who will be reminded. As-Suddi said, "This
means the Holy Qur'an."
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(49. And verily, for those who have Tagwa is a good final return. ) (50. * Adn Paradise, whose
doors will be opened for them.) (51. Therein they will recline; therein they will call for fruitsin
abundance and drinks;) (52. And beside them will be Qasirat-at-Tarf, (and) of equal ages.) (53.

This it is what you are promised for the Day of Reckoning!) (54. (It will be said to them)! Verily,
this is Qur provision which will never finish.)

The Final Return of the Blessed



Allan tells usthat His blessed, believing servants will have a good final return in the Hereatter,
which means their ultimate destination. Then He explainsit further, as He says:

(Che ia)

(" Adn Gardens) meaning, eternal gardens (of Paradise),

(& &\&J" *

(whose doors will be opened for them.) means, when they come to them (these gardens), their

gates will open for them.
- p /. s ’&
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(Therein they will recline;) It was said that this means that they will sit cross-legged on chairs

beneath canopies.
(58 deS ) L O 5o

(therein they will call for fruits in abundance) means, whatever they ask for, they will find it,
and it will be prepared just asthey wanted it.

(L_\\J.uj)
(and drinks;) means, whatever kind of drink they want, the servants will bring it to them,
((Oaxe (s alSs ol ) &)
(With cups, and jugs, and a glass of flowing wine.) (56: 18).
-0 he & 08 -, -~

(And beside them will be Qasirat-at-Tarf (chaste females)) means, they restrain their glances
from anyone except their husbands, and do not turn to anyone else.
28 - gi
(<13

((and) of equal ages.) means, they will all be of the same age. This is the understanding of Ibn
* Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, S3"id bin Jubayr, Muhammad bin Ka'b and
As-Quddi.
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(This it is what you are promised for the Day of Reckoning!) means, "this that We have
mentioned of the features of Paradise is what He has prepared for His pious servants who will
reach it after they have been resurrected from their graves and been saved from the Fire.'
Then Allah tells us that Paradise will never come to an end or disappear or cease to be. He

says:
sL R 2 -y %o, A
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(Verily, thisis Qur provision which will never finish.) Thisis like the Ayat:
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(Whatever iswith you, will be exhausted, and whatever is with Allah will remain) (16:96).
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(a gift without an end.) (11:108)
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(for them is a reward that will never come to an end.) (84:25).
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(its provision is eternal and so is its shade; this is the end of those who have Tagwa, and the
end (final destination) of the disbelieversis Fre.)(13:35). And there are many similar Ayat.
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(55. This is so! And for the Taghin will be an evil final return.) (56. Hell! Where they will enter
it, and worst (indeed) isthat place to rest!) (57. Thisis so! Then let them taste it - Hamim and
Ghassaq.) (58. And other of similar kind - all together!) (59. This is a troop entering with you
(in Hell), no welcome for them! Verily, they shall enter in the Fire!) (60. (The followers will say
to those who misled): "Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you! It is you who brought this upon us,
so evil is this place to stay in!") (61. They will say: "Our Lord! Whoever brought this upon us,
add to him a double torment in the Fire!") (62. And they will say: "What is the matter with us
that we see not men whom we used to count among the bad ones") (63. "Did we take them as
an object of mockery, or have (our) eyes failed to perceive them") (64. Verily, that isthe very
truth -- the mutual dispute of the people of the Fire!)

The Final Return of the Doomed

Having mentioned the final of the blessed, Allah follows that with mention of the final return
of the doomed when they are resurrected and brought to account. Allah says:

/. % ﬁ. \/ \4 -~
(Cpadall Ol 12a)
(This is so! And for the Taghin), which refers to those who disobey Allah, may He be glorified,

and oppose the Messengers of Allah, peace be upon them,
] - I:.
( )

(will be an evil final return.) means, the worst final return. Then Allah explains it by saying,

(st i)

(Hell! Where they will enter) means, they will enter it and it will overwhelm them on all sides.
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(and worst (indeed) is that place to rest! This is so! Then let them taste it -- Hamim and

Ghassag.) Hamim is something that has been heated to the ultimate degree, and Ghassaq isthe
opposite, something that is so intensely cold that it is unbearable. Allah says:

(Oj.us“w}\ )

(And other of similar kind (oppasite pairs) -- all together!) means, and other things of this kind,
athing and its opposite, serving as punishments. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, concerning the Ayah:

(And other of similar kind -- all together!) "Different kinds of punishments." Others said, such as
intense cold and intense heat, and drinking Hamim and eating the bitter tree of Az-Zagqum,

and being lifted up and thrown down, and other kinds of paired opposites, all of which are
means of punishment.

The Disputes of the People of Hell
o 8 ..g ° -~ o - 0 g T ¥ Zod ® o =

(Thisis a troop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for them! Verily, they shall enter inthe
Fire!) Here Allah tells us what the people of Hell will say to one another. Thisislike the Ayah:

(Lt tiad 45 el LK)

(Every time a new nation enters, it curses its sister nation (that went before)) (7:38), which
means, instead of greeting one another, they will curse one another, accuse one another of
being liars and reject one another. When a new group arrives, the keepers of Hell will say,

Auoﬂe\éﬁg;yy}sgw’saé%ojé‘a%)
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(Thisis atroop entering with you (in Hell), no welcome for them! Verily, they shall enter in the
Fire!) meaning, because they are of the people of Hell.

(r‘;S.i f_\;J.A Y . ‘i' dJ 1}3 )
(Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you!) means, those who are coming in will say,
¥ 8 R lo & ‘& o ‘1, ° 43.

(Nay, you (too)! No welcome for you! It is you who brought this upon us,) meaning, "~ you called

usto that which led ustothisfate.'
2 \’ % \ -~ g =
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(so evil isthisplace to stay in!) means, evil isthis abode and this destination.
8 (n Liae 3338 13 G128 (- T, 1,118)
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(They will say: "Our Lord! Whoever brought this upon us, add to him a double torment in the
Fire!"). Thisis like the Ayah,

< "T 8 - <&@~ o & ¢ o}’o.i\ ° . o
Gl o¥%a W) 21, AA1AT Lula)
S - ¥ - o =1 i) - -
Z_Q.;_)Adgd@ ()lfd\u.aul.,ab\q; oﬁg_:\'lj
4 2 %0 2 'y . -
(U%LU u,SJJ
(The last of them will say to the first of them: "Cur Lord! These misled us, so give them a

double torment of the Fire." He will say: "For each one there isdouble (torment), but you know
not.") (7:38), which means that each of them will be punished as he deserves.

Qi}i’ﬁij\f\SSN;Jgij\ﬂuUM')

agc L_\.c.\)' ?i f_\: );uo" eé_/\od,:ji - /o.y\



(And they will say: "What is the matter with us that we see not men whom we used to count
among the bad ones Did we take them as an object of mockery, or have (our) eyes failed to
perceive them") Here Allah tells us that when they are in Hell, the disbelievers will notice that
they do not see people who they thought were misguided, while they thought of themselves as
believers. They will say, “why do we not see them with us in the Fire' Mujahid said, "This is
what Abu Jahl will say; he will say, “what is the matter with me that | do not see Bilal and
" Ammar and Suhayb and so-and-so..." Thisis an example; all the disbelievers are like this, they
think that the believers will go to Hell, so when the disbelievers enter Hell, they will wonder
why they do not see them there, and they will say,

UAEAMGS&\AJQJJ‘XL\]LA)
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(What is the matter with us that we see not men whom we used to count among the bad ones
Did we take them as an object of mockery,) means, in thisworld,

&2 - o £ 8- o, ~, © T
(or have (our) eyes failed to perceive them) means, they will try to console themselves with
this wishful thinking, so they will say, perhaps they are here in Hell with us, but we have not

laid eyes on them. Then they will find out that they (the believers) are in the lofty levels of
Paradise, as Allah says:
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(And the dwellers of Paradise will call out to the dwellers of the Fire (saying): "We have indeed
found true what our Lord had promised us; have you also found true what your Lord promised
(warned)" They shall say: "Yes." Then a crier will proclaim between them: "The curse of Allah is
on the wrongdoers.") until:

(Crsi 33 ol 3y kil ST 2SI 1 A0)

(Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve.) (7:44-49)
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(Verily, that isthe very truth -- the mutual dispute of the people of the Firel) means, "thisthat
We have told you, O Muhammad, about the dispute among the people of Hell and their cursing
one another, istrue and there is no doubt concerningit.'
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(65. Say: "l am only a warner and there is no God (worthy of worship) except Allah the One, the
Irresistible,”) (66. "The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them, the
Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving.") (67. Say: "That is a great news,") (68. "From which you turn

away!") (69. "l had no knowledge of the chiefs (angels) on high when they were disputing and
discussing.”) (70. "Only this has been revealed to me, that | am a plain warner.")

The Message of the Messenger isa Great News

Allah tells His Messenger to say to those who disbelieved in Allah, associated others in worship
with Him and denied His Messenger: * | am a warner, | am not as you claim.'

(280 Al A1) 9) a) oy L)

(and there is no God (worthy of worship) except Allah, the One, the Irresistible,) means, He
Alone has subjugated and controlled everything.
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(The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them,) means, He is the

Sovereign of all that and isin control of it.
E R T )

(the Aimighty, the Oft-Forgiving.) means, He is Oft-Forgiving as well as being Almighty and All-
Powerful.
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(Say: "That (this Qur'an) is a great news,") means, ~something very important, which is that
Allah has sent me to you.

(O yza A 20i)

(From which you turn away!) means, * you neglect it.'
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(I had no knowledge of the chiefs (angels) on high when they were disputing and discussing. )
meaning, ~were it not for the divine revelation, how could | have known about the dispute of
the chiefs on high (the angels)' This refers to their dispute concerning Adam, peace be upon
him, and how Iblis refused to prostrate to him and argued with his Lord because He preferred
him (Adam) over him. Thisis what Allah says:

ol G 15 (31 1) 3L G 06 3)
4] 1 gaih @JJU“‘,W} 2y Asm 13
) ) O sl 2 AL Bad Cpa
dﬁuu&%ﬂ & (sl (e OIS S
e k5l R o e W A
L, J5 o S A% A G 6 Sl
qﬂgu\jﬁjdmt@_m"“uduwbw

' ol il 1) U6 ol g )
gllﬂj]\ L_J\UJ()M\UALJJuduus’”
Y “.,"’T aenge Y Elifed JB L A



J ¢l @\}dgudu Omalill) aghe ile
(Cn T;,g:mauquug'@;u Y

(71. (Remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "Truly, | am going to create man from
clay.”) (72. "So, when | have fashioned him and breathed into him (his) soul created by Me,
then you fall down prostrate to him.") (73. So, the angels prostrated themselves, all of them,)
(74. Except Iblis, he was proud and was one of the disbelievers.) (75. (Allah) said: "O lblis!
What prevents you from prostrating yourself to one whom | have created with Both My Hands.
Are you too proud or are you one of the high exalted") (76. )lblis( said: "I am better than he.
You created me from fire, and You created him from clay.") (77. (Allah) said: "Then get out
from here; for verily, you are outcast.”) (78. "And verily, My curse is on you till the Day of
Recompense.") (79. )Iblis( said: "My Lord! Give me then respite till the Day the (dead) are
resurrected.”) (80. (Allah) said: "Verily, you are of those allowed respite,”) (81. "Till the Day of
the time appointed.") (82. )Iblis( said: "By Your might, then | will surely mislead them all,") (83.
"Except Your true servants amongst them.") (84. (Allah) said: "The truth is -- the truth | say - ")
(85. "That | will fill Hell with you and those of them (mankind) that follow you, together.")

The Story of Adam and Iblis

Allah mentions this story in Surat Al-Bagarah, at the beginning of Surat Al-A'raf, in Surat Al-
Hijr, Al-lsra’, Al-Kahf and here. Before creating Adam, peace be upon him, Allah told the angels
that He was going to create a human being from sounding clay of altered smooth black mud. He
told them that when He finished creating and forming him, they were to prostrate to him as a
sign of honor and respect, and out of obedience to the command of Allah, may He be exalted.
All of the angels obeyed this command except for Iblis, who was not one of them. He was one
of the Jinn, and his nature betrayed him at his time of greatest need. He refused to prostrate
to Adam, and he disputed with his Lord about him, claiming that he was better than Adam,
because he was created from fire while Adam was created from clay, and fire was better than
clay, or so he said. He made a mistake by doing this, and he went against the command of
Allah, thus committing the sin of disbelief. So Allah exiled him, humiliated him, and cast him
out of His mercy and His sacred Presence, and called him "Iblis" symbolizing that he had Ablasa
min Ar-Rahmah (despaired of mercy) -- that there was no hope for him of mercy. He cast him
down from the heavens, disgraced and rejected, to the earth. Iblis asked Allah to give him a
reprieve until the Day of Resurrection, so the Forbearing One, Who does not hasten to punish
those who disobey Him, gave him a reprieve. When he knew that he was safe from destruction
until the Day of Resurrection, he rebelled and transgressed.

(,. . ]o, ;]\

()Iblis{ said: "By Your might, then | will surely mislead them all, except Your true servants
amongst them.") Thisis like the Ayat:
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()Iblis( said: "See this one whom You have honored above me, if You give me respite until the
Day of Resurrection, | will surely seize and mislead his offspring all but a few!") (17:62). These
few are the ones who are excepted in another Ayah, which is:

(l.\,S;

(Verily, My servants -- you have no authority over them. And All-Sufficient is your Lord as a

Guardian.) (17:65)
\ Ul aall’y aalla J&)
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((Allah) said: "The truth is -- and the truth | say that | will fill Hell with you and those of them
(mankind) that follow you, together.") Some of them, including Muj ahid, read this as meaning,
"I am the Truth and the truth | say.” According to another report narrated from Mujahid, it

means, "The truth is from Me and | speak the truth.” Gthers, such as As-Suddi, interpreted it as
being an oath sworn by Allah. This Ayah islike the Ayat:
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(but the Word from Me took effect, that | will fill Hell with Jinn and mankind together.)
(32:13), and

S30n e (B aete dadh (el Ladl JB)
(1525 sl

((Allah) said: "Go, and whosoever of them follows you, surely, Hell will be the recompense of
you (all) - an ample recompense.) (17:63).
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(86. Say: "No wage do | ask of you for this, nor am | one of the Mutakallifin.”) (87. "It is only a
Reminder for all the creatures.") (88. "And you shall certainly know the truth of it after a
while.") Allah says: ~Say, O Muhammad, to these idolators: | do not ask you to give me any
reward from the goods of this world in return for the Message which | convey to you and the

sincere advice | offer.’
= S 2 "17 T -
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(nor am | one of the Mutakallifin.) means, “and | do not add anything to that which Allah has
told me. Whatever | am commanded to do, | do it, and | do not add anything or take anything
away. By doing this | am seeking the Face of Allah and the Hereafter." Sufyan Ath-Thawri,
narrated from Al-A"mash and Mansur from Abu Ad-Duha that Masrug said, "We went to
" Abdullah bin Mas’ ud, may Allah be pleased with him. He said, " O people! Whoever knows a
thing should say it, and whoever does not know should say, * Allah knows best.™ It is part of
knowledge, when one does not know, to say "Allah knows best." For Allah said to your Prophet :

oo Ul Wy Al e ale &G T U8)
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(Say: "No wage do | ask of you for this, nor am | one of the Mutakallifin.") This was reported by

Al-Bukhari and Muslim.
(Caalall %3 91 b )

(It is only a Reminder for all the creatures.) means, the Qur'an is a reminder for all those who
are held accountable, men and Jinn. This was the view of lbn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased

with him. This Ayah is like the Ayat:
) - . ,’ﬁ
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(that | may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may reach) (6:19), and

(53 "5a DN I 5AY G 43 SIS (1)

(but those of the sectsthat reject it, the Fire will be their promised meeting place) (11:17).
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(And you shall certainly know the truth of it) means, " you will see confirmation that what he
saysistrue.’

" - o -
(after a while.) means, soon. Qatadah said, "After death. " lkrimah said, "It means, on the Day
of Resurrection." There is no contradiction between the two views, because whoever dies

comes under the rulings of the Day of Resurrection. Thisisthe end of the Tafsir of Surah Sad.
All praise and gratitude isdue to Allah, and Allah may He be glorified and exalted, knows best.

The Tafsir of Surat Az-Zumar
(Chapter - 39)

Which was revealed in Makkah

The Virtues of Surat Az-Zumar

An-Nasa'i recorded that * Alishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said, "The Messenger of Allah
used to fast until we would say, " He does not want to break fast,’' and he would not fast until
we would say, “He does not want to fast.' And he used to recite Bani Isra'il JAl-Isra( and Az-
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(1. The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise.) (2. Verily, We have
sent down the Book to you in truth. So, worship Allah by doing religious deeds sincerely for Him
only.) (3. Surely, the religion is for Allah only. And those who take protectors besides Him
(say): "We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah." Verily, Allah will judge
between them concerning that wherein they differ. Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar,

and a disbeliever.) (4. Had Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen whom He willed
out of those whom He created. But glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One, the Irresistible.)

The Order for Tawhid and the Refutation of Shirk

Allah tells usthat the revelation of this Book, which isthe magnificent Qur'an, is from Him, and
istruth in which there is no doubt whatsoever. Thisis like the Ayat:
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(And truly, this is a revelation from the Lord of the creatures, which the trustworthy Ruh
(Jibril) has brought down upon your heart that you may be (one) of the warners, in the plain
Arabic language.) (26:192-195)
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(And verily, it is a mighty Book. Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is)
sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise.) (40: 41,42) And Allah says here:

( ();d\ Aﬂ\u.og_\_\ﬁ\da“")

(The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the Almighty,) meaning, the Almighty, All-Powerful.
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(the All-Wise.) meaning, in all that He says, does, legislates and decrees.
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(Verily, We have sent down the Book to you in truth. So, worship Allah by doing religious deeds
sincerely for Hm only.) means, so worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate, and call
mankind to that, and teach them that it is not right to worship anyone or anything except Him
Alone, and He has no partner, equal or rival. Allah says:

(Uallad) Fall 4T )

(Surely, the religion is for Allah only.) meaning, He will not accept any deed unless it is done
purely and sincerely for Him Alone, with no partner or associate. Then Allah tells us that the

(0 400 1 5,505 9 b5

(We worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah.) meaning what motivates them to
worship them is the fact that they made their idols in the image of the angels -- or so they
claim -- and when they worship those images it is like worshipping the angels, so that they will
intercede with Allah for them to help and give them provision and other worldly needs. As far
as the resurrection is concerned, they denied it and did not believe in it. Qatadah, As-Suddi
and Malik said, narrating from Zayd bin Aslam and lbn Zayd:

(Al G580 )

(only that they may brlng us near to Allah. ) means, "S that they may intercede for us and
bring us closer to Him." During Jahiliyyah, they used to recite the following for their Talbiyah
when they performed Hajj; "At Your service, You have no partner except the partner You have;
he and all that he owns belong to You." This pretentious argument which the idolators of all
times, ancient and modern, used as evidence is what the Messengers, may the blessings and
peace of Allah be upon them all, came to refute and forbid, and to call people to worship Allah
Alone with no partner or associate. This is something that the idolators themselves invented;
Allah did not give them permission for it, nor does He approve of it; indeed, He hates it and
forbids it.
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(And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allah, and
avoid Taghut.") (16:36)
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(And We did not send any Messenger before you but We revealed to him (saying): "None has the
right to be worshipped but | (Allah), so worship Me.") (21:25) And Allah tells us that the angels
in the heavens, those who are close to Him and others, are all servants who submit humbly to
Allah. They do not intercede with Him except by His leave for the one with whom He is

pleased. They are not like the princes and ministers of their (the idolators) kings who
intercede with them without their permission for both those whom the kings like and those

(DY) A 153 it S0)

(So put not forward similitudes for Allah) (16:74). Exalted be Allah far above that.

(e a8 alll )

(Verily, Allah will judge between them) means, on the Day of Resurrection,

(Osoling 48 2 e )

(concerning that wherein they differ.) means, He will judge between His creation on the Day of
Resurrection and will reward or punish each person according to his deeds.
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(And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all together, then He will say to the
angels: "Was it you that these people used to worship" They (the angels) will say: "Glorified be
You! You are our Wali (Lord) instead of them. Nay, but they used to worship the Jinn; most of
them were believersin them.") (34:40-41)
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(Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.) means, He will not show true
guidance to one who deliberately tells lies about Allah and whose heart rejects the signs and
proof of Allah. Then Allah states that He does not have any offspring, as the ignorant idolators

claim the angels to be, and as the stubborn Jews and Christians claim *Uzayr and " Isa to be.
Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, says:
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(Had Allah willed to take a son (or offspring), He could have chosen whom He willed out of
those whom He created.) meaning, the matter would not have been as they claim. This is a

conditional sentence which does not imply that this happened or that it is permitted; indeed, it
isimpossible. The aim is only to point out the ignorance of their claims. It islike the Ayat:
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(Had We intended to take a pastime, We could surely have taken it from Us, if We were going
todo (that).) (21:17)
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(Say: "If the Most Gracious had a son, then | am the first of worshippers.”) (43:81) All of these

Ayat are conditional, and it is permissible to form a conditional sentence referring to
something that is impossible if it servesthe purposes of the speaker.

(}‘&ﬁ]\} ’jl\m"} ;1/0;)
(But glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One, the Irresistible.) means, exalted and sanctified be
He above the idea that He could have any offspring, for He isthe One, the Only, the Unique,
the Self-Qufficient Master to Whom everything is enslaved and is in need of. He is the One Who

is independent of all else, Who has subjugated all things and they submit humbly to Him.
Blessed and exalted be He far above what the wrongdoers and deniers say.
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(5. He has created the heavens and the earth with truth. He makes the night to go in the day
and makes the day to go in the night. And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each
running for an appointed term. Verily, He is the Aimighty, the Oft-Forgiving.) (6. He created
you (all) from a single person; then made from him his wife. And He has sent down for you of
An’am eight pairs. He creates you in the wombs of your mothers, creation after creation in

three veils of darkness. Such is Allah your Lord. His is the kingdom. La ilaha illa Huwa. How
then are you turned away)

v

\

Evidence of the Power and Oneness of Allah

Allah tells us that He is the Creator of what is in the heavens and on earth, and what is
between them. He is the Sovereign and Controller alternating the night and day.

So Dl DSy el e JA )
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(He makes the night to go in the day and makes the day to go in the night.) means, He has
subjugated them and He causes them to alternate without ceasing, each seeking the other

rapidly, as He says:
& H” 28 R R a:\j »o 2
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(He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly) (7:54). This is the meaning of
that which was narrated from Ibn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, Qatadah,
As-Quddi and others.
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(And He has subjected the sun and the moon. Each running for an appointed term.) means, for
a period of time that is known to Allah, then it will come to an end on the Day of Resurrection.

(HER1 T 52dl h yi)

(Verily, He is the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving.) means, beside His might, greatness and pride,
He is Oft-Forgiving to those who disobey Him but then turn to Him in repentance.

“/ - Q@ " w o g,
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(He created you (all) from a single person;) means, He created you, with all your varied races,
types, languages and colors, from a single soul, who was Adam, peace be upon him.

(1//01~11Q /}/I &a)
(then made from him his wife.) who was Hawwa', peace be upon her. Thisis like the Ayah:
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(O mankind! Have Tagwa of your Lord, Who created you from a single person, and from him He
created hiswife, and from them both He created many men and women) (4:1).
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(And He has sent down for you of cattle eight pairs.) means, He has created for you from

among the cattles, eight pairs. These are the ones that are mentioned in Surat Al-An” am, eight
kinds -- a pair of sheep, a pair of goats, a pair of camels and a pair of oxen.

PESTIA NP P F

(He creates you in the wombs of your mothers,) means, He forms you in your mot hers' wombs.
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(creation after creation). Everyone of you is originally a Nutfah, then he becomes an " Alagah,
then he becomes a Mudghah, then he is created and becomes flesh and bones and nerves and
veins, and the Ruh (soul) is breathed into him, and he becomes another type of creation.

(ALY (i Al & )

(So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators) (23:14).
( - !:’ o - jjlc ")

(in three veils of darkness) means, in the darkness of the womb, the darkness of the placenta
which blankets and protects the child, and the darkness of the belly. This was the view of lbn
" Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid, *lkrimah, Abu Malik, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah,

As-Suddi and lbn Zayd.
o &~ m 2 -
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(Such is Allah your Lord.) means, the One Who created the heavens and the earth and
everything in between, and created you and your forefathers, is the Lord. To Him belong

sovereignty and control over all of that.
~ R < -
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(La ilaha illa Huwa.) means, no one else should be worshipped except Him alone with no
partner or associate.

(O SU)
(How then are you turned away) means, how can you worship anything besides Him What has
happened to your minds
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(7. If you disbelieve, then verily, Allah is not in need of you; He likes not disbelief for His
servants. And if you are grateful, He is pleased therewith for you. No bearer of burdens shall
bear the burden of another. Then to your Lord is your return, and He will inform you what you
used to do. Verily, He is the All-Knower of that which is in breasts.) (8. And when some hurt
touches man, he cries to his Lord, turning to Him in repentance. But when He bestows a favor
upon him from Himself, he forgets that for which he cried for before, and he sets up rivals to

Allah, in order to mislead others from His path. Say: "Take pleasure in your disbelief for a
while, surely, you are (one) of the dwellers of the Fire!")

Allah hates Disbelief and is pleased with Gratitude

Allah tells us that He is Independent and has no need of anything in creation. This is like the
Ayah in which Musa, peace be upon him, says:
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("If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich, Owner of all
praise.") (14:8). In Sahih Muslim, it says:
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("O My servants, if the first and the last of you, men and Jinn alike, were all to be asevil asthe
most evil man among you, that would not diminish from My sovereignty in the least.")

(R i) (75 V')

(He likes not disbelief for His servants.) means, He does not like it and He does not enjoin it.
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(And if you are grateful, He is pleased therewith for you.) means: He likes this for you and He
will increase His favor upon you.

IQ.T/Q. 2:1 .\/ 2 ~:. y/
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(No bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another. ) means, no person can bear anything
for another; each person will be asked about his own affairs.
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(Then to your Lord is your return, and He will inform you what you used to do. Verily, He isthe
All-Knower of that which isin breasts.) means, nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him.

It is an aspect of Man's Disbelief that He remembers Allah at times
of difficulty then associates others with Him after He has been
relieved of His Distress
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(And when some hurt touches man, he criesto his Lord, turning to Him in repentance.) means,
at times of need, he praysto Allah and seeks His help alone, not associating anything with Him.
Thisis like the Ayah:
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(And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call upon vanish from you except
Him. But when He brings you safe to land, you turn away. And man is ever ungrateful.) (17:67).
Allah says:
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(But when He bestows a favor upon him from Himself, he forgets that for which he cried for
before,) means, at the time of ease, he forgets that supplication and prayer. This is like the
Ayah:
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(And when harm touches man, he invokes Us, lying on his side, or sitting or standing. But when
We have removed his harm from him, he passes on as if he had never invoked Us for a harm
that touched him!) (10:12).
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(and he sets up rivals to Allah, in order to mislead others from His path.) means, at times of
ease, he associates othersin worship with Allah and sets up rivalsto Him.
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(Say: "Take pleasure in your disbelief for a while, surely, you are (one) of the dwellers of the
Fire!") means, say to those whose way thisis, ~enjoy your disbelief for a while!' Thisis a stern
threat and solemn warning, asin the Ayat:
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(Say: "Enjoy! But certainly, your destination isthe Fire!™) (14:30).
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(We let them enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great
torment.) (31:24)
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(9. Is one who is obedient to Allah, Ana'a Al-Layl prostrating and standing fearing the Hereafter

and hoping for the mercy of his Lord Say: "Are those who know equal to those who know not" It
is only men of understanding who will remember.)

The Obedient and the Sinner are not equal

Allah says, "is the one who is like this equal to one who associates others in worship with Allah
and sets up rivalsto Him' They are not equal before Allah, as He says:
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(Not all of them are alike; a party of the People of the Sripture stand for the right, they recite
the Ayat of Allah Ana'a Al-Layl, prostrating themselves (in prayer).) (3:113). And Allah says
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(Is one who is obedient to Allah, Ana'a Al-Layl prostrating and standing) meaning, one who is
humble and fears Allah when he prostrates and stands (in prayer). It was reported that lbn
Mas' ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "The obedient one is one who obeys Allah and His
Messenger ." Ibn ™ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd said,
Ana'a Al-Layl means in the depths of the night.

(40 355 AT 8,0 i)

(fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord.) means, in his worship he feels
both fear and hope. Both are essential in worship, and fear should be stronger during one's
lifetime. Allah says:

(4 LA 1A 5 AY) i)



(fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord. ) At the time of death, hope is
uppermost, as Imam " Abd bin Humayd recorded in his Musnad from Anas, may Allah be pleased
with him, who said, "The Messenger of Allah entered upon a man who was dying, and said to

him,
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(How do you feel) He said, " | am both afraid and hopeful.' The Messenger of Allah said:
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(These do not co-exist in a person's heart at times such asthis, but Allah will give him what he
hopes for and protect him from that which he fears.)" This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An-
Nasa'i in Al-Yawm wal-Laylah, and lbn Majah from the Hadith of Yasar bin Hatim from Ja’ far

bin Qulayman. At-Tirmidhi said, "Gharib." Imam Ahmad recorded that Tamim Ad-Dari, may Allah
be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(Whoever recites one hundred Ayat in one night, it will be recorded as if he prayed all night.)
This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i in Al-Yawm wal-Laylah.
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(Say: "Are those who know equal to those who know not") means, isthis one equal with the one
who sets up rivals to Allah to mislead (men) from His path
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(It isonly men of understanding who will remember. ) means, the only one who will understand
the difference between them is the one who has understanding. And Allah knows best.
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(10. Say: "O My servants who believe, have Taqwa of your Lord. Good is for those who do good
in this world, and Allah's earth is spacious! Only those who are patient shall receive their
reward in full, without reckoning.") (11. Say: "Verily, | am commanded to worship Allah, making

religion sincerely for Him.") (12. "And | am commanded (this) in order that | may be the first of
the Muslims.")

The Command for Tagwa, Emigration and to worship Him alone
with all Sincerity

Allah commands His believing servants to remain steadfast in their obedience and have Tagqwa
of Him.
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(Say: "O My servants who believe, have Tagwa of your Lord. Good is for those who do good in
this world...") means, the one who does good deeds in this world, will have a good (reward) in

this world and in the Hereafter.
(el 411 ()

(and Allah's earth is spacious!) Mujahid said, "So emigrate through it and strive hard and keep
away from idols."

(c_ﬂ.uac).\:ueé_); ujja_ml\ Wﬂ\..o.\\)

(Only those who are patient shall receive their reward in full, without reckoning.) Al-" Awza’ i
said, "Their reward will not be weighed or measured; they will be given an immense reward.”
As-Quddi said:
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(Only those who are patient shall receive their reward in full, without reckoning.) means, "In
Paradise."
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(Say: "Verily, | am commanded to worship Allah, making religion sincerely for Him...") means,
I am commanded to worship Allah alone in all sincerity, with no partner or associate.'
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(And | am commanded (this) in order that | may be the first of the Muslims.)
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(13. Say: "Verily, if | disobey my Lord, | am afraid of the torment of a great Day.") (14. Say:
"Allah Alone | worship by doing religious deeds sincerely for His sake only.") (15. "So, worship
what you like besides Him." Say: "The losers are those who will lose themselves and their
families on the Day of Resurrection. Verily, that will be a manifest loss!") (16. They shall have

coverings of Fire, above them and covering (of Fire) beneath them. With this Allah frightens His
servants: "O My servants, therefore have Tagwa of Me!")

Creating Fear of the Punishment of Allah

Allah " says, say O Muhammad, even though you are the Messenger of Allah:'
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(Verily, if | disobey my Lord, | am afraid of the torment of a great Day.) meaning the Day of

Resurrection. This is a conditional sentence, and if what is referred to here applies to the
Prophet , it applies even more so to others,
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(Say: "Allah Alone | worship by doing religious deeds sincerely for His sake only. So, worship
what you like besides Him.") Thisisalso a threat, and a disowning of them.

(G220 3 18)

(Say: "The losers...") means, the greatest losers of all,
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(are those who will lose themselves and their families on the Day of Resurrection.) means, they
will be separated and will never meet again, whether their families have gone to Paradise and
they have gone to Hell, or all of them have gone to Hell, they will never meet or feel happiness

(Lrced) 51 A “sh 3 YY)

(Verily, that will be a manifest lossl) means, thisisthe clearest and most obvious loss. Then He
describes their state in the Fire:
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(They shall have coverings of Fire, above them and covering (of Fire) beneath them.) This is
like the Ayat:
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(Theirs will be a bed of Hell (Fire), and over them coverings (of Hell-fire). Thus do We
recompense the wrongdoers) (7:41)
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(On the Day when the torment (Hell-fire) shall cover them from above them and from
underneath their feet, and it will be said: "Taste what you used to do.") (29:55)

(336e 4 A0l Lol )

(With this Allah frightens His servants:) means, Allah tells us about this, which will undoubtedly
come to pass, to frighten His servants, so that they will keep away from unlawful things and

from sin.
(098 2lsy)

(O My servants, therefore have Taqwa of Me!) means, "“fear My wrath, My anger, My
punishment and My vengeance.'
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(17. Those who avoid At-Taghut by not worshipping them and turn to Allah, for them are glad
tidings; so announce the good news to My servants.) (18. Those who listen to the Word and
follow the best thereof, those are (the ones) whom Allah has guided and those are men of
understanding.)

Good News for the Righteous ' Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam
said, narrating from his father:
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(Those who avoid At-Taghut by not worshipping them) was revealed concerning Zayd bin ~ Amr
bin Nufayl and Abu Dharr and Salman Al-Farisi, may Allah be pleased with them. The correct
view is that it includes them and all others who avoided worshipping idols and turned to the

worship of Ar-Rahman. These are the people for whom there is good news in this world and in
the Hereafter. Then Allah says:
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(so announce the good news to My servants -- those who listen to the Word and follow the best
thereof,) meaning, those who understand it and act in accordance with it. This is like the
Words of Allah, may He be exalted, to Musa, peace be upon him, when He gave him the

(il 1340 Gl Al 37k L 3A3)

(Hold unto these with firmness, and enjoin your people to take the better therein) (7:145).
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(those are whom Allah has guided) means, those who are described in this manner are the ones
whom Allah has guided in this world and the Hereafter.
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(and those are men of understanding.) means, they possess sound reasoning and an upright
nature.
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(19. Is, then one against whom the Word of punishment is justified (equal to the one who
avoids evil) Will you rescue him who is in the Fire) (20. But those who have Tagwa of their
Lord, for them are built lofty rooms, one above another under which rivers flow. (This is) the
promise of Allah, and Allah does not fail in (His) promise.) Allah says, " if He has decreed that
someone is to be doomed, can you save him from his misguidance and doom' Which means, no
one can guide him apart from Allah, because whomever Allah leaves astray cannot be guided,
and whomever He guides cannot be led astray. Then Allah tells us that His blessed servants will

have lofty rooms in Paradise.
,o & ‘ .~o <
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(are built lofty rooms, one above another), story upon story, solidly-constructed, adorned and
high. ~ Abdullah bin Al-lmam Ahmad recorded that * Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said,
"The Messenger of Allah said:
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(In Paradise there are rooms whose inside can be seen from the outside, and the outside can be
seen from the inside.) A bedouin asked, * Who are they for, O Messenger of Allah' He said,
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(For those who speak kindly, feed the hungry and stand in prayer at night whilst the people are
sleeping.)" This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, "Hasan Gharib". Imam Ahmad
recorded from Sahl bin Sa° d, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(The people of Paradise will look towards each other in raised places of Paradise as you look
towards the stars on the horizons of the sky.) He said, "l told An-Nu” man bin Abi * Ayyash about
that, and he said, " | heard Abu S’ id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, narrate it:
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(As you see the stars on the horizon of the east or the west.)™ It was also recorded in the Two
Sahihs. Imam Ahmad said, "Fazarah narrated to us; Fulayh narrated to us; from Hilal bin "~ Ali,
from " Ata' bin Yasar, from Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Messenger of
Allah said:
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(The people of Paradise will look towards each other in the raised places of Paradise as you
look at the high, bright stars which remain on the horizon. Such will be the difference in
superiority which some of them have over others.) They said, "O Messenger of Allah, are those
the abodes of the Prophets" He said:
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(No, by the One in Whose Hand is my soul, they are the abodes of people who believed in Allah
and in the Messengers.) It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, "Hasan Sahih."
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(under which rivers flow.) means, the rivers flow wherever the people want them to flow.
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((This is) the promise of Allah,) means, "all that We have mentioned here is what Allah has

promised to His believing servants.’
(/.JL’MA]\ _aly) y 2\]]\ Z‘)\)
v e av -4

(and Allah does not fail in (His) promise.)
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(21. See you not that Allah sends down water from the sky, and causes it to penetrate the
earth, as water springs, and afterward thereby produces crops of different colors, and
afterward they wither and you see them turn yellow; then He makes them dry and broken
pieces. Verily, inthisis a reminder for men of understanding.) (22. Is he whose breast Allah has
opened to Islam, so that he is in light from his Lord So, woe to those whose hearts are
hardened against remembrance of Allah! They are in plain error!)

The Parable of the Life of this World

Allah tellsusthat water originatesin the sky. Thisis like the Ayah:
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(and We send down pure water from the sky) (25:48). So, Allah sends down water from the sky,

and it settlesin the earth, then He causesit to flow wherever He wills, and He causes springs,
great and small, to flow as needed. Allah says:
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(and causesit to penetrate the earth, as water springs,) S’ id bin Jubayr and * Amir Ash-Sha’ bi
said that all the water on earth hasitsoriginsin the sky. &’ id bin Jubayr said, its origins lie in

the snow, meaning that snow piles up in the mountains, then settles at the bottom (of the
mountains) and springs flow from the bottom of them.
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(and afterward thereby produces crops of different colors) means, then from the water which

comes down from the sky or flows from springs in the earth, He brings forth crops of different
colors, i.e., different kinds of forms, tastes, scents, bencfits, etc.

(e )

(and afterward they wither) means, after they have been ripe and fresh, they become old and

you see them turn yellow when they have dried out.

(then He makes them dry and broken pieces.) means, then they become brittle.
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(Verily, in thisis a reminder for men of understanding.) means, those who are reminded by this
and who learn the lesson from it, that this world is like this -- it is green and fresh and
beautiful, then it will become old and ugly. The young man will become a weak, senile old
man, and after all of that comesdeath. The blessed one is the one whose state after death will

be good. Allah often likens the life of this world to the way He sends down water from the sky
and crops and fruits grow thereby, then they become dry and brittle. Thisis like the Ayah:
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(And put forward to them the example of the life of this world: it is like the water (rain) which
We send down from the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, and becomes



fresh and green. But (later) it becomes dry and broken pieces, which the winds scatter. And
Allah is able to do everything) (18:45)

The People of Truth and the People of Misguidance are not Equal
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(Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he isin light from his Lord) means, isthis
person equal to the one who is hard-hearted and far from the truth Thisis like the Ayah:
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(Is he who was dead and We gave him life and set for him a light (i.e. Belief) whereby he can

walk amongst men -- like him who is in the darkness (i.e., disbelief) from which he can never
come out) (6:122) Allah says:
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(S0, woe to those whose hearts are hardened against remembrance of Allah!) meaning, they do
not become soft when Allah is mentioned, and they do not feel humility or fear, and they do

not understand.
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(They are in plain error!).
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(23. Allah has sent down the Best Satement, a Book, its parts resembling each other, (and)
oft-repeated. The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin and their
heart soften to the remembrance of Allah. That is the guidance of Allah. He guides therewith
whom He wills; and whomever Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.)

The Description of the Qur'an

Here Allah praises His Book, the Noble Qur'an, which was revealed to His noble Messenger .
Allah says,
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(Allah has sent down the Best Satement, a Book, its parts resembling each other (and) oft-
repeated.) Mujahid said, "This means that the entire Qur'an's parts resemble each other and are
oft-repeated.” Qatadah said, "One Ayah resembles another and one letter resembles another."
Ad-Dahhak said, "It is oft-repeated so that people will understand what their Lord tells them."
" lkrimah and Al-Hasan said, "There may be an Ayah in one Surah, and another Ayah in another
Surah that resemblesit." Sa' id bin Jubayr narrated from lbn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with
him: "Oft-repeated means that parts of the Qur'an resemble one another and repeat one
another.” Some of the scholars said that it was narrated from Sufyan bin ™ Uyaynah that

Ry “nad

(its parts resembling each other (and) oft-repeated.) means that some passages of the Qur'an
may sometimes refer to one thing, so they resemble one ancther, and sometimes they mention
a thing and its opposite. Such as when the believers then the disbelievers are mentioned, or
when Paradise then Hell are described, and so on, and this is the meaning of oft-repeated.
Examples include the Ayat:
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(Verily, the most righteous will be in delight; and verily, the most wicked will be in the blazing
Fire (Hell).) (82:13-14)
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(Nay! Truly, the Record of the most wicked is (preserved) in Sjjin) until
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(Nay! Verily, the Record of the most righteous is (preserved) in " llliyyin) (83: 7-18)
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(This is a Reminder. And verily, for those who have Tagwa is a good final return (Paradise))
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(This is so! And for those who transgress, there will be an evil final return (Fire).) (38:49-55).

And there are other similar passages. All of this hasto do with it being oft- repeated i.e., when
two meanings are referred to. But when a passage is about one thing, with some parts of it
resembling others, this is "its parts resembling each other." This is not the same as the
Mut ashabihat mentioned in the Ayah:
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(In it are Ayat that are entirely clear, they are the foundations of the Book; and others not
entirely clear) (3:7). that refers to something else altogether.
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(The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin and their heart soften to
the remembrance of Allah.) means, thisisthe description of the righteous, when they hear the
Words of the Compeller, the Protector, the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving, because they
understand the promises and warnings contained therein. The frightening words and threats
make their skin shiver from fear.

(A1) 83 1) 8 ph3 st (8 2

(Then their skin and their heart soften to the remembrance of Allah.) because of their hope for
His mercy and kindness. They are unlike others, the wicked, immoral sinners, in a humber of
ways: First They listen to the recitation of the Ayat )of the Qur'an(, while those (sinners) listen
to poetic verse recited by female singers. Second When the Ayat of Ar-Rahman are recited to
them, they fall down in prostration weeping, with the proper attitude of fear, hope, love,
understanding and knowledge, as Allah says:

2
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(The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and
when His Ayat are recited unto them, they increase their faith; and they put their trust in their
Lord; Who perform the Salah and spend out of that We have provided them. It is they who are
the believers in it. For them are grades of dignity with their Lord, and forgiveness and a
generous provision (i.e., Paradise).) (8:2-4),
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(And those who, when they are reminded of the Ayat of their Lord, fall not on them (as if they
were) deaf and blind) (25:73). When they hear the Ayat of Allah, they are not too busy to pay
attention to them; they listen to them and understand their meanings. So they act upon them
and prostrate when they hear them, out of understanding, not out of ignorance and blind
following of others. Third They adhere to the correct etiquette when they listen to them. As
the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, used to do when they listened to the words
of Allah recited by the Messenger of Allah . Their skin Would shiver, and their hearts would
soften to the remembrance of Allah. They did not shout or do other actions that are not
natural; on the contrary, they would sit quietly with the proper attitude of fear, in an
unparalleled fashion. they attained the victory of praise from their Lord in this world and the
Hereafter. * Abdur-Razzaq said, "Ma  mar told us that Qatadah, may Allah have mercy on him,
recited,
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(The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it. Then their skin and their heart soften to
the remembrance of Allah.) and said, " This is the characteristic of the friends of Allah; Allah
has described them in this manner, saying that their skin shivers, their eyes weep and their
hearts find rest to the remembrance of Allah. He did not say that they lose their minds and
swoon; that is the characteristic of the followers of innovation, and that comes from the
Shaytan.™ Allah's saying:
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(That is the guidance of Allah. He guides therewith whom He wills;) means, this is the
characteristic of those whom Allah has guided, and anyone who does anything different is one
of those whom Allah has sent astray.
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(and whomever Allah sends astray, for him there is no guide.)
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(24. Is he then, who will confront with his face the awful torment on the Day of Resurrection
And it will be said to the wrongdoers: "Taste what you used to earn!") (25. Those before them
denied, and so the torment came on them from directions they perceived not.) (26. So, Allah

made them to taste the disgrace in the present life, but greater is the torment of the
Hereafter if they only knew!)

The Final Destination of the Disbelievers
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(Is he then, who will confront with his face the awful torment on the Day of Resurrection) he
will be rebuked and he and the evildoers like him will be told:

(525 08 a1 48 53)
(Taste what you used to earn!) Is this like the one who comes secure on the Day of
Resurrection' as Allah says:
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(Is he who walks prone on his face, more rightly guided, or he who walks upright on the straight
way) (67:22);
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(The Day they will be dragged on their faces into the Fire (it will be said to them): "Taste you
the touch of Hell!") (54:48), and
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(Is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure on the Day of Resurrection)
(41:40) In each of these Ayat, it was sufficient to refer to one of the two groups.
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(Those before them denied, and so the torment came on them from directions they perceived
not.) means, the previous generations who denied the Messengers were destroyed by Allah for
their sins. And none had they to protect them from Allah.
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(So Allah made them to taste the disgrace in the present life,) means, by means of the
punishment and revenge which He sent down upon them, and the rejoicing of the believers for
what happened to them. So, let those who are addressed beware, for they have rejected the
noblest of the Messengers and the Seal of the Prophets . And what Allah has promised them of
severe punishment in the Hereafter is worse than whatever befell them in this world. Allah

(el 188 *51 T 5 a Lallaly)

(but greater isthe torment of the Hereafter if they only knew!)
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(27. And indeed We have put forth for men, in this Qur'an every kind of parable in order that
they may remember.) (28. An Arabic Qur'an, without any crookedness (therein) in order that
they may have Tagwa of Him.) (29. Allah puts forth a parable: a man belonging to many
partners disputing with one another, and a man belonging entirely to one master. Are those
two equal in comparison All the praises and thanks be to Allah! But most of them know not.)

(30. Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die.) (31. Then, on the Day of Resurrection,
you will be disputing before your Lord.)

The Parable of Shirk
K o QDA 138 (3 ol i )
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(And indeed We have put forth for men, in this Qur'an every kind of parable) means, ~We have
explained thingsto mankind in it )the Qur'an( by setting forth examples and parables.'

(05555 aglsd)

(in order that they may remember.) Because parables bring the meaning closer to people's

minds. As Allah says:
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(He sets forth for you a parable from yourselves) (30:28). meaning, " so that you may learn it
from yourselves.' And Allah says:
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(in Order that they may have Tagwa of Him.) (29:43).
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(An Arabic Qur'an, without any crookedness (therein)) means, it is in a plain Arabic tongue,

with no crookedness, deviation or confusion. It is plain, clear proof. Allah has made it like this
and has revealed it like this,
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(in order that they may have Tagwa of Him) means, in order that they may heed the warnings
contained therein, and strive to attain the promises therein. Then Allah says:
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(Allah puts forth a parable: a man belonging to many partners disputing with one another,)
meaning, they were disputing concerning that slave in whom they all had a share.
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(and a (slave) man belonging entirely to one master.) means, no one owned him except that
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(Are those two equal in comparison) meaning, they are not the same. By the same token, the
idolator who worships other gods besides Allah and the sincere believer who worships none
besides Allah, with no partner or associate, are not equal. What comparison can there be
between them lbn ~ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, Mujahid and others said, "This Ayah
is the parable of the idolator and the sincere believer." Because this parable is so clear and

obvious, Allah then says:
(4l X

(All the praises and thanks be to Allah!) i.e., for establishing proof against them.
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(But most of them know not. ) means, and for this reason they associate othersin worship with
Allah.

The fact that the Messenger of Allah and Quraysh will die, and how
They will dispute before Allah

Allah's saying;
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(Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die.) Thisis one of the Ayat which Abu Bakr As-
Sddig, may Allah be pleased with him, quoted when the Messenger of Allah died, so that the
people would realize that he had really died. Another Ayah which he quoted was:
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(Muhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed (many) Messengers have passed away
before him. If he dies or iskilled, will you then turn back on your heels And he who turns back
on his heels, not the least harm will do to Allah; and Allah will give reward to those who are
grateful.)(3:144). The meaning of this Ayah is that you will certainly depart this world and be
gathered before Allah in the Hereafter. You will dispute the issues of Tawhid and Shirk before
Allah, things over which you disputed in this world, and He will judge between you with truth,
and He is the Judge, the All-Knowing. So, He will save the sincere believers who worship Him
alone, and He will punish the disbelievers who deny His Oneness and associate others in
worship with Him. Although this Ayah speaks about the believers and disbelievers, and how
they will dispute in the Hereafter, it also includes all disputantsin this world, for their disputes
will come back to them in the Hereafter. lbn Abi Hatim, may Allah have mercy on him,
recorded that Ibn Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "When the Ayah
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(Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be dlsputlng before your Lord.) was revealed, Az-

Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, ~O Messenger of Allah, WI|| we repeat our
disputes He said,
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(Yes.) He (Az-Zubayr) said, " Thisis a very serious matter.™ Ahmad recorded from Az-Zubayr bin
Al-* Awwam, may Allah be pleased with him, that when this Surah was revealed to the
Messenger of Allah :

daall o' eSf'j ) u}.\.\.o e’é_"\\jc'_m Z-ﬂf\\)

(Verily, you will die, and verily, they (too) will die. Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will
be disputing before your Lord.) Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "O Messenger
of Allah, will the sins that we committed against others in this world be repeated for us" He
said,
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(Yes, they will be repeated until everyone who is entitled will have his rights restored to him. )
Az-Zubayr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "By Allah, it is a very serious matter." It was
also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said "Hasan Sahih." " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that lbn
" Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said:
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(Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing before your Lord.) means, the truthful
one will dispute with the liar, the oppressed will dispute with the oppressor, the one who is
guided will dispute with the one who is misguided and the weak will dispute with the arrogant.
Ibn Mandah recorded in Kitab Ar-Ruh that lbn "~ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said,
"The people will dispute on the Day of Resurrection, to the extent that the soul will dispute
with the body. The soul will say to the body, * You did such and such,' and the body will say to
the soul, " You told me to do it and you tempted me.' Then Allah will send an angel to judge
between them, and he will say, * You two are like a man who cannot walk but can see, and a
man who cannot see but can walk.' They went into a garden and the one who could not walk
said to the one who was blind, | see fruit there, but | cannot reach it.' The blind man said,
*Climb on me and get it.' So he climbed on him and got it. So which of them is the wrongdoer
They will say, " Both of them.' The angel will say to them, ~ You have passed judgement against
yourselves.' The body was a means of transportation for the soul.” lbn Abi Hatim recorded that
Sa'id bin Jubayr said that lbn ~ Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "This Ayah was
revealed and we did not know what it was revealed about:
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(Then, on the Day of Resurrection, you will be disputing before your Lord.)" He said, "We said,
what will we dispute about There is no dispute between us and the People of the Book, so what
will we dispute about Until the Fitnah occurred." Then lbn * Umar, may Allah be pleased with
him, said, "This is what our Lord promised us we would dispute about." This was recorded by
An-Nasa'i.
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(32. Then, who does more wrong than one who utters a lie against Allah, and denies the truth
when it comes to him! Is there not in Hell an abode for the disbelievers) (33. And he who has
brought the truth and (those who) believed therein, they are those who have Tagwa.) (34.
They shall have all that they will desire with their Lord. That is the reward of the doers of

good.) (35. So that Allah may expiate from them the evil of what they did and give them the
reward, according to the best of what they used to do.)

The Punishment of the Disbelievers and Liars, and the Reward of
the Sincere Believers
The idolators uttered lies against Allah and said that there were other gods besides Him and
claimed that the angels were the daughters of Allah and that Allah had a son -- glorified be He

far above all that they say. Moreover, they rejected the truth when it came to them on the lips
of the Messengers (peace and blessings be upon them all). Allah says:
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(Then, who does more wrong than one who utters a lie against Allah, and denies the truth
when it comes to him!) meaning, there is no one who does more wrong than such a person,
because he combines the two aspects of falsehood, disbelief in Allah and disbelief in the
Messenger of Allah. They made false claims and rejected the truth, Allah threatened them:
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(Is there not in Hell an abode for the disbelievers) who are the deniers and rejecters. Then

(And he who has brought the truth and (those who) believed therein,) Mujahid, Qatadah, Ar-
Rabi® bin Anas and Ibn Zayd said, "The one who brought the truth was the Messenger ." ~ Abdur-

Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said:
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("And he who has brought the truth) means the Messenger of Allah .
N
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(and (those who) believed therein) meansthe Muslims."
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(they are those who have Tagwa). Ibn " Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "They fear
and shun Shirk."
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(They shall have all that they will desire with their Lord.) means, in Paradise; whatever they
ask for they will have.
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(That isthe reward of doers of good. So that Allah may expiate from them the evil of what they

did and give them the reward, according to the best of what they used to do.) Thisis like the
Ayah:
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(They are those from whom We shall accept the best of their deeds and overlook their evil
deeds. (They shall be) among the dwellers of Paradise, a promise of truth, which they have
been promised.) (46:16).
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(36. Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant Yet they try to frighten you with those besides Him!
And whom Allah sends astray, for him there will be no guide.) (37. And whomsoever Allah
guides, for him there will be no misleader. Is not Allah Aimighty, Possessor of Retribution) (38.
And verily, if you ask them: "Who created the heavens and the earth" Surely, they will say:
"Allah." Say: "Tell me then, the things that you invoke besides Allah -- if Allah intended some
harm for me, could they remove His harm Or if He intended some mercy for me, could they
withhold His mercy" Say: "Qufficient for me is Allah; in Him those who trust must put their



trust.") (39. Sy: "O My people! Work according to your way, | am working. Then you will come
to know") (40. "To whom comes a disgracing torment, and on whom descends an everlasting
torment.")

Allah is Sufficient for His Servant Allah says:
(e K, ATy ()

(Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant) Some of them read it "His servants.”" It means that Allah
is Qufficient for the one who worships Him and relies upon Him.
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(Yet they try to frighten you with those besides Him!) means, the idolators tried to scare the

Messenger of Allah with their idols and gods which they called upon besides Allah out of
ignorance and misguidance. Allah says:
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(And whom Allah sends astray, for him there will be no guide. And whomsoever Allah guides,
for him there will be no misleader. Is not Allah Aimighty, Possessor of Retribution) meaning,
whoever relies on Him and turns to Him, will never be forsaken, for He is the Almighty Who
cannot be overwhelmed by another, and there is none more severe than Him in exacting

retribution on those who disbelieve in Him, associate others in worship with Him and resist His
Messenger .

The Idolators admit that Allah isthe Sole Creator because Their
gods are incapable
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(And verily, if you ask them: "Who created the heavens and the earth" Surely, they will say:
"Allah.") means, the idolators used to recognize that Allah was the Creator of all things, but

despite that they still worshipped others besides Him, others who had no power to bring
henefit or cause harm. Allah said:
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(Say: "Tell me then, the things that you invoke besides Allah -- if Allah intended some harm for
me, could they remove His harm Or if He (Allah) intended some mercy for me, could they
withhold His mercy") meaning, they cannot do any of that at all. Here lbn Abi Hatim recorded a
narration from lbn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, attributing it to the Prophet :
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(Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you; be mindful of Allah and you will find Him ever
with you. Turn to Allah in times of ease and He will turn to you in times of difficulty. If you ask
anyone for anything, then ask Allah; if you seek help from anyone, then seek help from Allah.
Know that even if the entire nation were to come together to do you some harm that Allah has
not decreed for you, they will never be able to harm you, and if they were to come together to
do you some good that Allah has not decreed for you, they will never be able to do that. The
pages have dried and the pens have been lifted. Srive for the sake of Allah with thankfulness



and firm conviction, and know that in patiently persevering with regard to something that you
dislike there is much goodness. Victory comes with patience, a way out comes from difficulty

and with hardship comes ease.)
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(Say: "SQufficient for me is Allah...") means, ~ Allah is enough for me.'
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(In Him | put my trust, and let all those that trust, put their trust in Him.) )12: 67( This is like
what Hud, peace be upon him, said to his people:
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("All that we say is that some of our gods have seized you with evil. " He said: "l call Allah to
witness and bear you witness that | am free from that which you ascribe as partners in worship,
with Him. S plot against me, all of you, and give me no respite. | put my trust in Allah, my
Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving creature but He has the grasp of its forelock. Verily,
my Lord is on the straight path.")(11:54-56).
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(Say: "O My people! Work according to your way...") Thisis a threat and a warning.

(B )
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(Then you will come to know) means, you will learn the consequences.

(I am working) means, " according to my way.'
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(and on whom descends an everlasting torment.) means, ongoing and eternal, with no escape,
which will come on the Day of Resurrection. We seek refuge with Allah from that.
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(41. Verily, We have sent down to you the Book for mankind in truth. So, whosoever accepts
the guidance, it is only for himself; and whosoever goes astray, he goes astray only to his (own)
loss. And you are not a trustee over them.) (42. It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time
of their death, and those that die not during their sleep. He keeps those (souls) for which He
has ordained death and sends the rest for a term appointed. Verily, in this are signs for a
people who think deeply.) Allah says, addressing His Messenger Muhammad :
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(Verily, We have sent down to you the Book) meaning, the Qur'an.

(Gl ulal)

(for mankind in truth.) means, for all of creation, mankind and Jinn, so that he may warn them

therewith.
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(S0, whosoever accepts the guidance, it is only for himself;) means, the benefit of that will

returnto him.
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(and whosoever goes astray, he goes astray only for his (own) loss.) means, the consequences

of that will return to him.
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(And you are not a trustee over them. ) means, " you are not responsible for guiding them.'
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(But you are only a warner. And Allah is a Trustee over all things) (11:12).
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(your duty isonly to convey and on Usis the reckoning) (13:40).

Allah is the One Who causes Death and gives Life

Then Allah tells us that He isin control of all things and does as He wills. He causes men to die
(the "greater death") when He sends the angels to take men's souls from their bodies, and He
causes them to "die a lesser death” when they sleep. Allah says:

daa Lol QL K86 Lﬁ:j\ $)
@‘eﬁwda &.5"49-"‘..("51'—“ el
& - ks A8 L g 2 e
3) A ddass Ao Ty ealie (9758 alall
s Y sy GLL, A ) 0 5T

(

(It is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are asleep), and has knowledge of all that
you have done by day, then He raises (wakes) you up again that a term appointed be fulfilled,



then (in the end) unto Him will be your return. Then He will inform you of that which you used
to do. He is the Irresistible, over His servants, and He sends guardians (angels guarding and
writing all of one's good and bad deeds) over you, until when death approaches one of you, Cur
messengers (angels) take his soul, and they never neglect their duty.)(6:60-61). Here Allah
mentions the two deaths, the lesser death then the greater death after it; in the Ayah above
(39: 42), He mentionsthe greater then the lesser. Allah says:
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(It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of their death, and those that die not during
their sleep. He keeps those (souls) for which He has ordained death and sends the rest for a
term appointed.) Thisindicates that they )the souls( meet in the higher realm, as was stated in
the Hadith attributed to the Prophet which was narrated by Ibn Mandah and others. In the Two
Sahihs of Al-Bukhari and Muslim, it is reported that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with
him, said that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(When anyone of you goes to bed, let him brush down the bed with his garment, for he does
not know what has come on his bed since he left it. Then let him say, "In Your Name, O Lord, |
lay down my side and in Your Name | raise it up; if You take my soul, have mercy on it, and if
You send it back, protect it with that which You protect Your righteous servants.”)
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(He keeps those (souls) for which He has ordained death) means, those which have died, and
He returns the others back for an appointed term. As-Suddi said, "For the rest of their lives."

Ibn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "He keeps the souls of the dead and sends
back the souls of the living, and He does not make any mistakes.
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(Verily, in thisare signs for a people who think deeply.)
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(43. Have they taken as intercessors besides Allah Say: "Even if they have power over nothing
whatever and have no intelligence”) (44. Say: "To Allah belongs all intercession. His is the
sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. Then to Him you shall be brought back.") (45. And
when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who believe not in the Hereafter are filled
with disgust and when those besides Him are mentioned, behold, they rejoice!)

There is no Intercession except with Allah, and how the Idolators
are filled with Disgust when Allah is mentioned alone

Allah condemns the idolators for taking intercessors besides Allah, namely the idols and false
gods whom they have taken on the basis of their own whims, with no evidence or proof. These
idols are not able to do anything; they have no minds with which to think, and they cannot
hear or see. They are inanimate and are much worse off than animals. Then Allah says: * Say --
O Muhammad -- to these people who claim that those whom they have taken as intercessors
with Allah, that intercession is of no avail except for the one with whom Allah ispleased and to
whom He has granted permission to intercede. The whole matter rests with Him."

(430 Y1 oie A& (21 13 o))
(Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His permission) (2:255).
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(Hisis the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth.) means, He is the One Who isin control of
all that.



(Then to Him you shall be brought back.) means, “on the Day of Resurrection, then He will
judge between you with Hisjustice, and He will reward or punish each person according to his

deeds.' Then Allah condemns the idolators further:
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(And when Allah Alone is mentioned) means, when it is said there is no (true) God except Allah
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(the hearts of those who believe not in the Hereafter are filled with disgust) Mujahid said,
"Their hearts are filled with disgust means they recoil in horror." This is like the Ayah:
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(Truly, when it was said to them: "La ilaha illa Allah," they puffed themselves up with pride.)
(37:35) which means, they were too proud to follow it. Their hearts could not accept anything
good, and whoever cannot accept good will accept evil. Allah says:
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(and when those besides Him are mentioned,) meaning, the idols and false gods -- this was the
view of Mujahid --
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(behold, they rejoice!) means, they feel happy.
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(46. Say: "O Allah! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All-Knower of the unseen and the
seen! You will judge between your servants about that wherein they used to differ.") (47. And
those who did wrong, if they had all that is on the earth and therewith as much again, they
verily, would offer it to ransom themselves therewith on the Day of Resurrection from the evil
torment; and there will become apparent to them from Allah what they had not been
reckoning.) (48. And the evils of that which they earned will become apparent to them, and
that which they used to mock at will encircle them.)

How to supplicate After condemning the idolators for their love of
Shirk and their hatred of Tawhid,

Allah then says:
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(Say: "O Allah! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All-Knower of the unseen and the

seen!...") meaning, " call you upon Allah Alone with no partner or associate, Who has created
the heavens and the earth and originated them,' i.e., made them like nothing that ever before

existed.
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(All-Knower of the unseen and the seen!) means, what is secret and what is open.
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(You will judge between your servants about that wherein they used to differ.) means, in this
world; " You will judge between them on the Day when they are resurrected and brought forth
from their graves.' In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Salamah bin * Abdur-Rahman said, "I
asked " Alishah, may Allah be pleased with her, how the Messenger of Allah started his prayer

when he stood up to pray at night. She said, may Allah be pleased with her: ~When the
Messenger of Allah stood up to pray at night, he would start his prayer with the words: ¢
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(O Allah, Lord of Jibril, Mka'il and Israfil, Creator of the heavens and the earth, Knower of the
unseen and the seen, You will judge between Your servants concerning that wherein they
differ. Guide me with regard to that wherein there is dispute concerning the truth by Your
leave, for You guide whomsoever You will to the straight path.)"

No Ransom will be accepted on the Day of Resurrection

(And those who did wrong,) means, the idolators.
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(if they had all that isin earth and therewith as much again,)
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(they verily, would offer it to ransom themselves therewith from the evil torment;) means,
that which Allah has decreed for them on the Day of Resurrection. But the ransom will not be
accepted from them, even if it were to be an earth-full of gold as He mentioned elswhere
(3:91). Then Allah says:
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(and there will become apparent to them from Allah what they had not been reckoning.) which
means, when they come to realize what Allah's punishment for them will be, which they had

never before imagined.
(1ot G Sl 21 1)



(And the evils of that which they earned will become apparent to them,) means, they will see
the punishment for the forbidden actions and sins which they committed in this world.
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(and that which they used to mock at will encircle them.) means, the punishment which they
used to make fun of in this world will encompass them.
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(49. When harm touches man, he calls to Us (for help); then when We have changed it into a
favor from Us, he says: "Only because of knowledge | obtained it." Nay, it is only a trial, but
most of them know not!) (50. Verily, those before them said it, yet (all) that they had earned
availed them not.) (51. So, the evil results of that which they earned overtook them. And those
who did wrong of these will also be overtaken by the evil results for that which they earned;
and they will never be able to escape.) (52. Do they not know that Allah expands the provision
for whom He wills, and straitensit. Verily, in this are signsfor the folk who believe!)

How Man changes when He is blessed after suffering Harm

Allah tells us how man, when he is suffering from harm, prays to Allah, turning to Him in
repentance and calling upon Him, but when He makes things easy for him, he transgresses and
commits sins.
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(Only because of knowledge | obtained it.) means, *because Allah knows that | deserve it; if it
were not for the fact that Allah regards me as special, He would not have given me this.'

Qatadah said, "Because | know that | deserve it." Allah says:
( n& * ;ﬁ ! )

(Nay, it is only a trial,) meaning, *the matter is not as he claims; on the contrary, We have
blessed him with this as a test to see whether he will be obedient or disobedient -- although
We have prior knowledge of that." In fact, it isatrial.
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(but most of them know not!) So they say what they say and claim what they claim.
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(Verily, those before them said it,) means, the previous nations who came before said the same
things and made the same claims,
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(yet (all) that they had earned availed them not. ) means, what they said was not right and all
that they had gathered did not save them.
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(S0, the evil results of that which they earned overtook them. And those who did wrong of
these...) means, the people who are addressed here,
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(will also be overtaken by the evil results (torment) for that which they earned;) just as
happened to those earlier peoples.
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(and they will never be able to escape.) This is like the Ayah in which Allah tells us how Qarun
reacted when his people told him:
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("Do not exult, verily, Allah likes not those who exult. But seek, with that (wealth) which Allah
has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafter, and forget not your portion of lawful
enjoyment in this world; and do good as Allah has been good to you, and seek not mischief in
the land. Verily, Allah likes not the corrupters." He said: "This has been given to me only
because of the knowledge | possess." Did he not know that Allah had destroyed before him
generations, men who were stronger than him in might and greater in the amount (of riches)
they had collected But the criminals will not be questioned of their sins.") (28:76-78). And Allah
says:
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(And they say: "We are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going to be punished.")
(34:35).
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(Do they not know that Allah expands the provision for whom He wills, and straitensit.) means,
He gives plenty to some and restricts the provision for others.
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(53. Say: "O My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of

Allah, verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.") (54. "And turn in
repentance (and in obedience with true faith) to your Lord and submit to Him before the




torment comes upon you, (and) then you will not be helped.") (55. "And follow the best of that
which is sent down to you from your Lord, before the torment comes on you suddenly while you
perceive not!") (56. Lest a person should say: "Alas, my grief that | was undutiful to Allah, and |
was indeed among those who mocked.") (57. Or (lest) he should say: "If only Allah had guided
me, | should indeed have been among those who have Tagwa.") (58. Or (lest) he should say
when he sees the torment: "If only | had another chance, then | should indeed be among the
doers of good.") (59. Yes! Verily, there came to you My Ayat and you denied them, and were
proud and were among the disbelievers.)

The Call to repent before the Punishment comes

This Ayah is a call to all sinners, be they disbelievers or others, to repent and turn to Allah.
This Ayah tells us that Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, will forgive all the sins of those
who repent to Him and turn back to Him, no matter what or how many his sins are, even if they
are like the foam of the sea. This cannot be interpreted as meaning that sins will be forgiven
without repentance, because Shirk can only be forgiven for the one who repents from it. Al-
Bukhari recorded that Ibn * Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said that some of the people
of Shirk killed many people and committed Zina (illegal sexual acts) to a great extent; they
came to Muhammad and said, "What you are saying and calling us to is good; if only you could
tell us that there is an expiation for what we have done." Then the following Ayat were
revealed:
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(And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, nor kill such person as Allah has
forbidden, except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse) (25:68).
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(Say: "O My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of
Allah.) This was also recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i. What is meant by the first
Ayah (25:68) is:
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(Except those who repent and believe, and do righteous deeds) (25:70). Imam Ahmad recorded
that Asma' bint Yazid, said, "l heard the Messenger of Allah reciting,
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(verily, his work is unrighteous) (11:46). And | heard him say: (U8 csabel 0l 168l o el U | sl
O dan ) b O Al D sl Las Wy JL &) b )8l anTll) (Say: "O My servants who have transgressed
against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of Allah, verily, Allah forgives all sins He does not
reckon him Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful)." This was also recorded by Abu Dawud
and At-Tirmidhi. All of these Hadiths indicate that what is meant is that Allah forgives all sins

provided that a person repents. Additionally, one must not despair of the mercy of Allah even
if hissins are many and great, for the door of repentance and mercy is expansive. Allah says:
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(Know they not that Allah accepts repentance from His servants) (9:104).
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(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will find
Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) (4:110). Concerning the hypocrites, Allah says:
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(Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth (grade) of the Fire; no helper will you find
for them. Except those who repent, and do righteous good deeds) (4:145-146). And Allah says:
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(Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allah is the third of the three (in a Trinity)." But there
is no god but One. And if they cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will
befall on the disbelievers among them.) (5:73). Then He says:
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(Will they not turn in repentance to Allah and ask His forgiveness For Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.) (5:74) And Allah says:
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(Verily, those who put into trial the believing men and believing women (by torturing them),
and then do not turn in repentance (to Allah)) (85: 10). Al-Hasan Al-Basri, may Allah have
mercy on him, said, "Look at this generosity and kindness! They killed His close friends but He
still called them to repentance and forgiveness.” There are many Ayat on this topic. The Two
Sahihs record the Hadith of Abu &' id, may Allah be pleased with him, from Messenger of Allah
about the man who killed ninety-nine people. Later on, he regretted it and asked a worshipper
among the Children of Israel whether he could repent. He told him no, so he killed him, thus
completing one hundred. Then he asked one of their scholars whether he could repent. He
said, "What is stopping you from repenting" Then he told him to go to a town where Allah was
worshipped. He set out for that town, but death came to him while he was on the road. The
angels of mercy and the angels of punishment disputed over him, so Allah commanded them to
measure the distance between the two towns; whichever he was closer to was the one to which
he belonged. They found that he was closer to the town he was heading for, so the angels of
mercy took him. It was said that when he was dying, he moved himself (towards that town),
and Allah commanded the good town to move closer to him and the other town to move away.

This is basic meaning of the Hadith; we have quoted it in full elsewhere. * Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that lbn ™ Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, commented on the Ayah:
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(Say: "O My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of
Allah, verily, Allah forgives all sins...") sAllah invites all to His forgiveness; those who claim
that the Messiah is God, those who claim that the Messiah is the son of God, those who claim
that ~Uzayr is the son of God, those who claim that Allah is poor, those who claim that the
Hand of Allahistied up, and those who say that Allah is the third of three )Trinity(. Allah says
to all of these:
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(Will they not turn in repentance to Allah and ask His forgiveness For Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.) (5:74). And He calls to repentance the one who says something even worse than
that, the one who says, " | am your Lord most high,’ and says,
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("I know not that you have a god other than me.") (28:38). lbn *~ Abbas, may Allah be pleased
with him, said, "Anyone who makes the servants of Allah despair of His mercy after this, has
rejected the Book of Allah, but a person cannot repent until Allah decrees that he should
repent." At-Tabarani recorded that Shutayr bin Shakal said, "l heard lbn Mas ud say, " The
greatest Ayah in the Book of Allah is:
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(Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and
protects all that exists)(2:255). The most comprehensive Ayah in the Qur'an concerning good
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(Verily, Allah enjoins justice and Al-lhsan) (16:90). The Ayah in the Qur'an which brings the
most relief isin Surat Az-Zumar:
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(Say: "O My servants who have transgressed against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of
Allah.") And the clearest Ayah in the Qur'an about reliance on Allah is:
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(And whosoever has Tagwa of Allah, He will make a way for him to get out (from every
difficulty). And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine) (65:2-3)." Masruq
said to him; " You have spoken the truth.™

Hadiths which tell us not to despair

Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "l heard the
Messenger of Allah, say:
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(By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, if you were to commit sin until your sins filled the space
between heaven and earth, then you were to ask Allah for forgiveness, He would forgive you.
By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, if you did not commit sin, Allah would
bring other people who would commit sins and then ask Allah for forgiveness so that He could
forgive them.)" This was recorded only by Ahmad. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Ayyub Al-
Ansari, may Allah be pleased with him, said, as he was on his deathbed, "l have concealed
something from you that | heard from the Messenger of Allah ; he said:
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(If you did not commit sins, Allah would create people who would sin so that He could forgive
them.)" This was recorded by Imam Ahmad; it was also recorded by Muslim in his Sahih, and by
At-Tirmidhi. Allah encourages His servants to hasten to repent, as He says:
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(And turn in repentance (and in obedience with true faith) to your Lord and submit to Him)
meaning, turn back to Allah and submit yourselves to Him.
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(before the torment comes upon you, (and) then you will not be helped.) means, hasten to
repent and do righteous deeds before His wrath comes upon you.

() oo oK) U330 G il 1 50805)

(And follow the best of that which is sent down to you from your Lord,) means, the Qur'an.
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(before the torment comes on you suddenly while you perceive not!) means, without you
realizing it.
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(Lest a person should say: "Alas, my grief that | was undutiful to Allah...") means, on the Day of
Resurrection, the sinner who neglected to repent and turn back to Allah will regret it, and will
wish that he had been one of the righteous who obeyed Allah.
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(and | was indeed among those who mocked.) means, * my actions in this world were those of
one who ridicules and makes fun, not of one who has firm faith and is sincere.’
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(Or (lest) he should say: "If only Allah had guided me, | should indeed have been among those
who have Tagwa ". Or he should say when he sees the torment: "If only | had another chance,
then | should indeed be among the doers of good.") means, he will wish that he could go back
to this world, so that he could do righteous deeds. " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that lbn
" Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Allah tells us what His servants will say before
they say it and what they will do before they do it. He says:
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(And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower) (35:14).
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(Lest a person should say: "Alas, my grief that | was undutiful to Allah, and | was indeed among

those who mocked." Or he should say: "If only Allah had guided me, | should indeed have been

among those who have Tagwa." Or he should say when he sees the torment: "If only | had

another chance, then | should indeed be among the doers of good."). Imam Ahmad recorded
that Abu Hurayrah said, "The Messenger of Allah said:
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(Each of the people of Hell will be shown his place in Paradise and he will say, "If only Allah
had guided me!" so it will be a source of regret for him. And each of the people of Paradise will
be shown his place in Hell and he will say, "If it were not for the fact that Allah guided me," so
it will be a cause of thanks.)" It was also narrated by An-Nasa'i. When the sinners wish that they

could return to this world so that they could believe the Ayat of Allah and follow His
Messengers, Allah will say:
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(Yes! Verily, there came to you My Ayat and you denied them, and were proud and were among
the disbelievers.) meaning, ~ O you who regret what you did, My Ayat did come to you in the
world, and My proof was established against you, but you rejected it and were too arrogant to
follow it, and you were among those who disbelieved in it.'
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(60. And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those who lied against Allah - their faces will

be black. Isthere not in Hell an abode for the arrogant) (61. And Allah will deliver those who
have Tagwa to their places of success. Evil shall touch them not, nor shall they grieve.)

The Consequences for Those Who tell Lies against Allah and for
Those Who have Tagwa
Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, some faces will be blackened and some will be

whitened. The faces of those who followed splits and divisions will be blackened, and the faces
of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ ah will be whitened. Allah says here:

(AL T 1 () (57 Al 2

(And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those who lied against Allah) meaning, by their
claimsthat He had partners or offspring.

(3350 ph 52'5)

(their faces will be black.) means, because of their lies and fabrications.

(CroSEll (5T alen (& ()

(Is there not in Hell an abode for the arrogant) means, is not Hell sufficient for them as a
prison and humiliating final destination, because of their stubborn pride, arrogance and refusal
to follow the truth

w
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(And Allah will deliver those who are those who have Tagwa to their places of success.) means,
because of what Allah has decreed for them of happiness and victory.

(5 sl 2y V)

(Evil shall touch them not, ) means, on the Day of Resurrection.

(05 a2 a2 Y)



(nor shall they grieve.) means, the greater terror (of that Day) will not cause them grief, for
they will be safe from all grief and removed from all evil, and they will attain all that is goed.
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(62. Allah isthe Creator of all things, and He is the Trustee over all things.) (63. To Him belong
the Magalid of the heavens and the earth. And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah, such
are they who will be the losers.) (64. Say: "Do you order me to worship other than Allah O you
fools!™) (65. And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to those before you: "If you join

others in worship with Allah, surely your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among
the losers.") (66. Nay! But worship Allah, and be among the grateful.)

Allah isthe Creator and Controller, and associating othersin
worship with Him cancels out Good Deeds

Allah tells us that He is the Creator, Lord, Sovereign and Controller of all things; everything is
subject to His dominion, power and guardianship.
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(To Him belong the Maqgalid of the heavens and the earth.) Mujahid said, "Maqalid means " keys'
in Persian." This was also the view of Qatadah, lbn Zayd and Sufyan bin ~ Uyaynah. As-Suddi

(=00 sl Al )

(To Him belong the Maqalid of the heavens and the earth.) "The treasures of the heavens and
the earth." Both opinions mean that the control of all thingsisin the Hand of Allah, may He be
blessed and exalted, for Hisis the dominion and to Him is the praise, and He is able to do all
things. He says:



(4l s 75758 1)

(And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah,) meaning, His proof and evidence,

(u jJ.n.uAJ\ tﬂ:\J jT)
(such are they who will be the losers.)
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((Oslend) Ll el (S5 )
(Say: "Do you order me to worship other than Allah O you fools!") The reason for the revelation
of this Ayah was narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim and others from lbn *~ Abbas, may Allah be pleased

with him, that the idolators in their ignorance called the Messenger of Allah to worship their
gods, then they would worship his God with him. Then these words were revealed:
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(Say: "Do you order me to worship other than Allah O you fools!" And indeed it has been
revealed to you, as it was to those before you: "If you join othersin worship with Allah, surely
your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the losers.") Thisis like the Ayah:

/. ~ 5 - ‘2/ jo}qf - /obiyl
(But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all that they used to do would have been
of no benefit to them.) (6:88).

(LS8 (G o5 Ml )

(Nay! But worship Allah, and be among the grateful.) means, "~ you and those who follow you
and believe in you should make your worship sincerely for Allah Alone, with no partner or
associate.'
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(67. They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. And on the Day of
Resurrection the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled
up in His Right Hand. Glorified be He, and High be He above all that they associate as partners
with Him!)

The Idolators did not make a just Estimate of Allah such asisdue to
Him

(2098 (3a alll 157,08 )

(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him.) means, the idolators did not
give Allah His due when they worshipped others alongside Him. He isthe Almighty, and there is
none mightier than Him; He is the One Who is able to do all things; He is the Owner of all
things and everything is under His control and power. Mujahid said, "This was revealed
concerning Quraysh." As-Suddi said, "They did not venerate Him as He deserves to be
venerated." Muhammad bin Ka' b said, "If they had made a just estimate of Allah such asis due
to Him, they would not have lied." " Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that lbn * Abbas, may Allah be
pleased with him, said:

(298 (3a alll 157508 W)

(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him.) "These are the disbeliever who
did not believe that Allah had power over them. Whoever believes that Allah is able to do all
things, has made a just estimate of Allah such asis due to Him, and whoever does not believe
that, has not made a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him." Many Hadiths have been
narrated concerning this Ayah and how it and other Ayat like it are to be interpreted and
accepted without any attempts to twist or change the meaning. Concerning the Ayah,

(238 (3a alll 157508 )

(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. ) Al-Bukhari recorded that
* Abdullah bin Mas ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "One of the rabbis came to the
Messenger of Allah and said, * O Muhammad! We learn that Allah will put the heavens on one
finger, the earths on one finger, the trees on one finger, the water and dust on one finger, and
the rest of creation on one finger, then He will say: | am the King.' The Messenger of Allah
smiled so broadly that his molars could be seen, in confirmation of what the rabbi had said.
Then the Messenger of Allah recited:
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(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. And on the Day of Resurrection
the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand)." Al-Bukhari also recorded this in other
places of his Shih. It was also recorded by Imam Ahmad and Muslim, and by At-Tirmidhi and

An-Nasa'i in the (books of) Tafsir in their Sunans. Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him,
said, "l heard the Messenger of Allah say:
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(Allah will grasp the earth and roll up the heavensin His Kght Hand, then He will say: "l am the
King, where are the kings of the earth")" This version was recorded only by Al-Bukhari; Muslim
recorded another version. Al-Bukhari also recorded from lbn * Umar, may Allah be pleased with
him, that the Messenger of Allah said:
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(On the Day of Resurrection, Allah, may He be blessed and exalted, will grasp the earth with
one finger, and the heavens will be in His Right Hand, then He will say, "l am the King.") This
version was also recorded by Al-Bukhari It is recorded that lbn * Umar, may Allah be pleased
with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah recited this Ayah on the Minbar one day:

Lagad (=81 o8 Gl 15058 )
,,..,.,.‘ L_\_uL.q c_\/9_.qujw \j ‘\.A_\S]..,, \’Vu/' 10
( js oA w ‘;L’u’:j

(They made not a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him. On the Day of Resurrection the
whole earth will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand.
Glorified be He, and High be He above all that they associate as partners with Him!) The
Messenger of Allah said while moving his hand forward and backward:
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(And the Lord will glorify Himself, saying "I am Compeller, | am the Proud, | am the King, | am
the Mighty, | am the Most Generous.") And the Mnbar shook so much that we feared that the
Messenger of Allah would fall." This was also recorded by Muslim, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Maj ah.

Syl b e aiad siall b )
. . ef TR

A8 Cme.\:\j]\ ¢.L:LUAY\ Udjy\éu.aﬁj
¥ eyl - 5k 208 2 138 (5Tl
omlh say QAN aaly Loy s

Osallal ¥ 24T Bally agihn (oaally 210N
bﬁ@%iﬁ’;uﬁb&uﬁﬁsuﬁ%

(68. And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and all who are on the
earth will swoon away, except him whom Allah wills. Then it will be blown another time, and
behold they will be standing, locking on.) (69. And the earth will shine with the light of its
Lord, and the Book will be presented, and the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought
forward, and it will be judged between them with truth, and they will not be wronged.) (70.
And each person will be paid in full of what he did; and He is Best Aware of what they do.)

The Blast of the Trumpet, the Judgement and the Recompense

Allah tells us about the terrors of the Day of Judgement, with its mighty signs and terrifying
upheaval.
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(And the Trumpet will be blown and all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth
will swoon away, except him whom Allah wills.) This will be the second trumpet-blast, which



will cause people to die. By this trumpet-blast, everyone who is alive in the heavens and on
earth will be caused to die, except for him whom Allah wills. Then the souls of the remaining
creatures will be taken, until the last one to die will be the Angel of Death, and there will be
left only the Ever Living, Eternal One, Who was there in the beginning and will be at the end,

forever. He will say three times,
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("Whose is the kingdom this day"), then He will answer Himself:

(L%l a7l 41))

("It is Allah's, the One, the Irresistible!") (40:16). “ | am the One existing Alone, | subjugated all
things and | decreed that all things must come to an end.' Then the first one to be brought back
to life will be lIsrafil, and Allah will command him to sound the Trumpet again. This will be the
third trumpet-blast, the trumpet-blast of Resurrection. Allah says:
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(Then it will be blown another time, and behold they will be standing, looking on) means, after

they have been bones and dust, they will come alive, looking at the terrors of the Day of
Resurrection. Thisislike the Ayat:

(3alalliad 138 5375 5707y oo Laild)

(But it will be only a single Zajrah, when behold, they find themselves alive.) (79:13-14)
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(On the Day when He will call you, and you will respond with His praise, and you will think that
you have stayed (in this world) but alittle while!) (17:52), and
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(And among His signs is that the heaven and the earth stand by His command. Then afterwards
when He will call you by a single call, behold, you will come out from the earth.) (30:25) Imam
Ahmad recorded that a man said to "~ Abdullah bin ~ Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, "You
say that the Hour will come at such and such time." He said, "l thought that | would not narrate
to you anymore. All that | said was that after a little while you would see something of great



importance." " Abdullah bin ~ Amr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah
said:
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(The Dajjal will emerge in my Ummah and he will stay among them for forty. ) |1 do not know
whether he said forty days or forty months or forty years or forty nights.
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(Then Allah will send " Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon him, who resembles * Urwah bin Mas™ ud
Ath-Thaqafi, and he will prevail. Allah will destroy him (the Dajjal), then after that mankind
will live for seven years with no enmity between any two people. Then Allah will send a cool
wind from the direction of Ash-Sham, which will take the soul of every person who has even a
speck of faith in his heart; even if one of them were to be inside the heart of a mountain, it
would enter upon him.)" He said, "l heard it from the Messenger of Allah :
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(There will be left the most evil of people, as light as birds and with the hard hearts of wild
predators. They will not recognize any good or denounce any evil. Then Shaytan will appear to
them and say, "Will you not obey me" Then he will command them to worship idols and they
will worship them. At that time they will have ample provision and a good standard of living.
Then the Trumpet will be blown, and no one will hear it but he will tilt his head to listen. The
first one to hear it will be a man who is filling his water trough, and he will die when he hears
it. Then there will be no one left who has not died. Then Allah will send) -- or -- send down
(rain like drizzle) -- or -- shade -- An-Nu" man )one of the narrators( was not sure of its wording
(from which the bodies of the people will grow. Then the Trumpet will be blown once more,

and they will be standing, looking on. Then it will be said, "O mankind, come to your Lord, (But
stop them, verily, they are to be questioned) (37:24). Then it will be said,
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("Send forth the people of Hell." It will be said, "How many" It will said, "From every thousand,
nine hundred and ninety- nine." On that Day, children will be resurrected gray-haired, and on
that Day the Shin will be laid bare.)" This was recorded by Muslim in his Sahih. Al-Bukhari
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the Prophet said:
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